Meera Shakti Oshorne

Hold Me Close (the forest is full of police)

29 June — 31 August 2024

One cannot write poems about trees when the forest
is full of police —Bertolt Brecht

HoldMe Close (theforestis fullofpolice)isanewly commissioned
exhibitioncomprisingpaintingsoundinstallationandzinesfrom
London-basedartistMeeraShaktiOsborneTheprojectisthe
artist'sfirstmajorsoloexhibitionandmarkstheculminationof
their time as Peer Ambassador Artist in Residence.

Osborne’spracticeinterrogatesthedynamicsofcollaboration
andplacesemphasisoncreatinginclusivespacesofmutual
respect.Overthecourseoftheirresidency,Osborneworked
closelywiththreedifferentgroupsofPeerAmbassadorsmade
upofyoungpeoplefromPeer’slocalarealnformedbyOsborne’s
experiencesoftheirtimewiththePeerAmbassadorsandtheir
widerresearchandtimespentasayouthworker,theexhibition
exploreshowwenavigatethecityandquestionswhohasaccess
to safety and care.

With8.4milliontreesmakingup21percentofthecityLondon
meetsthecriteriatoberecognisedasaforest.Takingthisfact
asastartingpoint,Osborne togetherwiththeyoungpeople,
usedthemetaphoroftheforesttotalkaboutideasofresilience
andspacesofrefugeandretreat.Discussinghowtheyfeelin
acitywhereplantsarewidespreadyetoftenunseen,theytried
toimagineanalternativelandscapeinwhichwecanallfeel
more free.

Intheexhibition,aseriesofprovocationsandprayershold
andwelcomevisitorsastheyenter.Freeteaisofferedtoheal,
sustainandprotect.Thefirstpartoftheexhibitionisintended
asaneducationalresourceandspaceforlearningandplay.
Thisareafeaturesazinelibrary,whichexploresthemesof
safeguarding,safety;poticing,criminalisation,Palestine,youth
work,gentrificationandradicalherbalism.Aseriesofquestions
posedbytheartist whichwillchangethroughoutthecourse
oftheexhibition,invitesvisitorstorespond,usingthematerial
provided.Visitorscanattachtheirresponsestothewindow,
adding to the exhibition over time.

Asyoumovethroughthegallery,aseriesoffivelarge-scaleoil
paintingsonlinenaresuspendedbetweenthegallerywalls,
resemblingathicketoftrees.Installedsotheycanbeeasily
movedandreconfigured theycreatethepossibilityofnewsight
linesandofferspacestoreflect hideandtakerefuge Thethree
largestpaintingsrespondtotextsbyyoungpeople,depicting
imagery of plant flesh, subterranean fires and plant life

breakingthroughcracksinthepavement.Atthefrontandrear
ofthegallery,paintingsofasunandmoonactasgrounding
prayersandsymbols,whichmarkthebeginningandendof
our days.

The paintings are accompanied by Forest floor,an audio
workthatsamplessoundsfromincreasinglypolicedand
criminalisedmusicgenres,suchasgrime,drillandgarage,
whichdefinesLondon’syouthculturepastandpresent.
Fragmentedandfleetingmelodies,basslinesandchorusriffs
punctuatesoundsofbirdsongandrustlingleaves,further
complicating our understanding of the ‘forest

Intending the exhibition as a space of refuge and rest,
Osbornehascarriedoutaseriesofrituals—somestillvisible
andsomenot-whichcleanseandprotectthegallery,along
withPeer'sstudiospaceandoffice Throughouttheexhibition,
variouselementscanbemoved,removed,borrowedand
shared by anyone who comes to the space.

Hold Me Close (the forest is full of police)is in part, an
actofcenteringyouthworkwithinartsorganisationsand
hightlightstheprocessesthatOsbornehasbeeninvestedin
overthecourseoftheirresidency.Thiscommissionexpandson
Osborne'scommitmenttorefocuswhereweplacevalueandin
turn, embrace where this leads.

Aspartoftheexhibition,OsbornehasaskedallPeerstaff
tobetrainedinRadicalSafeguardingandwillbereviewing
Peer'sSafeguardingpolicieswiththeteamtoensurelong-
term safety for young people within the organisation.

Lindenblossomsfortheteahavebeenforagedandblendedby
RandaTokoandPeerAmbassadorsinHackneyMarshes.

ThezinelibraryfeaturescontributionsfromAHHAAHHA Latifa
Akay, RajuRageand ClaudiaManchanda, Meera Shakti
Osborne and the Peer Ambassadors with Tasmia/T.

Aseriesoftalks,eventsandworkshopshasbeenprogrammed
in collaboration with the Peer Ambassadors and run

throughouttheexhibition.Osborne’sexhibitionispartofPeer’s
2024Programme,whichalsoincludesnewcommissionsand
exhibitionsbyartistsEdWebb-Ingalland Onyekalgwe.



Thoughts on making Forest Floor
Text by buitumelo

My favourite thing aboutbeingin the forestis that, its
lessonsandpatternsmakethemselvesknownwhenyoutake
the time to notice.

Forestsarefuelledbytogetherness,it'salwaysmorethan
onesetofsystemsoperatinginresponseandinaccordance
with one another to sustain and fortify itself, and its
inhabitants.

Lacedwithmemoryandasenseofplace-wesampledfrom
genresthathavebeenhistoricallycriminalisedsoasto
infusewhatsafetycansoundlikeinthegalleryspace.An
ideadevelopedbyMeerathroughquestioningideasofsafety,
who gets to feel safe, and where.

Tome, thisiswhatitsoundslikewhennightslugsandblack
flysarecalledtogethertotakecareoftheirhome.Londonis
ours. Not theirs.

London makesit easy to forget you're whole and part
ofawhole.Soundsandmusicarenavigationtools,our
entrancepoints.Londonwantsustofeelandhearit.We
knowbirdsongaftertherave,weknowtobeshrill,tobe
empowered by resistance and not bound to it.

ThispieceisheretoremindyouthatforestsinLondoncan
andwillguideyou,themysticandtheconcretegaveusdub,
gave us grime... the genre is called Jungle

Wewerecertainthispiecewasn'taremixoranedit.We
gottocreateourownpsychoacousticfictionalspace-it’s
fictional and real for us.

Forest floor audio by Alex, Bui & Meera

Talks, Events and Workshops:

Offsite Screening: This is So Solid
Saturday 13 July, 3pm
Atlas Cinema, Loughborough Junction, SW9 7FA

An offsite screening of This is So Solid, 2002. Originally
airedonChannel4totellSoSolidCrew’sstoryintheirown
words,thisdocumentaryisbeingscreenedwithinthewider
programmeAnotherWorldcuratedbyMeeraShaktiOsborne
andAlexSushon,aspartoftheAtlasCinemaCooperative.

Forfurtherdetailsandtobookyourtickets pleasevisit
https://atlasmay.eventive.org/schedule

Peer Amhassadors Takeover: Saplings Amongst Thorns
Saturday 20 July, 2pm-5pm

JointhePeerAmbassadorsforanafternoonofdrop-in
workshopsand activitiesforallagesincluding badge
making,achildren’spatternsandplantsworkshop,an
intuitive drawing exercise, and a collective mapping
of comfortfoodspotsinandaroundthecity.Aspartof
Saplings Amongst Thorns, visitors will also be invited to
spendtimereflectinginasensorychill-outspace,where
they can take part in a short, calming exercise.

AllactivitiesaredevelopedbythePeerAmbassadors,in
collaborationwithMeeraShaktiOsborneandindirect
response to the exhibition.

Community Coffee Morning and Curator-led tour of Meera
Shakti Oshorne’s exhibition
Wednesday 21 August, 9.30am-11am

JoinusforacoffeemorningatPeerforthechancetomeet
otherslivingandworkinginthelocalareaandtoseeour
latest exhibition by Meera Shakti Osborne.

Peer Ambassadors Public Sharing
Saturday 14 September, 3pm—6pm

Apublicsharingandcelebrationofanewseriesofwork
produced by our current Peer Ambassadors and Peer
AmbassadorArtistinResidenceMeeraShaktiOsborne.

Radical Safeguarding Workshop
Aspartofaprocessofreviewingtheorganisation'sapproach

tosafeguardingyoungpeople,OsbornehasinvitedPeer’s
team to attend a Radical Safeguarding workshop.



List of works:
Gallery 1:

1. Tea (2024)
(Linden, Elder, Yarrow, Rose, Hibiscus)
LindenforagedbyRandaTokoand Peer Ambassadors

2. Wall Texts (2024)
Graphite, gouache.

3. Zine Library (2023)

Meera Shakti Osborne, Account of stop and searches
at 3.40pm 01/03/24 Bethnal Green Tube, (2024)

Meera Shakti Osborne, Adult-men-in-bad-costumes-
with-dogs harassing children (2024)

Latifa Akay, Becky Says BAME like BAM: Notes on
reimagining safeguarding (2024)

AHHAAHHA, Coming From Dirt (2019)
Peer Ambassadors, feelings from the Forest (2024)

Meera Shakti Osborne, Policing the Crisis after October
/th (2024)

RajuRage &Radical Herbalist ClaudiaManchanda,
Extracts from: Radical Remedies (2024)

Meera Shakti Osborne, WHERE WILL YOU BE (2024)
Gallery 2:

4. The Sun Will Rise Over a Free Palestine (2024)
Oil and Graphite on Linen.

5. Spiralling to Keep You Alive (2024)
Oil and Graphite on Linen.
Text by Tasia

6. | Split Down the Middle (2024)
Oil and Graphite on Linen.
Text by Jade

7. With a Little Bit of Luck We Can Make It Through The Night,
(2024)
Oil, Acrylic and Graphite on Linen.

8. Why Does No One Ever Get Close (2024)
Oil, Acrylic and Graphite on Linen.
Texts by Kit Elash and Kuri Kern

9. Forest Floor (2024)
Audio 34 mins, 57 sec.
ByAlexSushon,buitumelo,andMeeraShaktiOsborne

Forest Floor Tracklist:

COOLY G - Love dub [Cooly’s adlibs; keys]

JME - Oh [oh! sample]

ILL BLUE - Routine Check 2.0 [808 bass]
SHOLAAMA-Imagine(ASYLUMREMIX)[acousticstrum]
M.L.C&NAMMYWAMS-TheOnlyPerfectPlaceOnEarth
[M.I.C!s adlibs]

GLAMMA KID - Taboo [guitars licks; Shola’s hook]
LINTONKWESIJOHNSON-TwoSidesOfSilenceLinton[sax]
DIZZEE RASCAL - | Luv U [percs; bass fragments]
MHUNCHO-Warzone[hornsample;pitchedadlibs;Headie’s
adlibs]

SADIE AMA - Fallin [Fluke’s loops; Sadie’s BVs]

SO SOLID CREW - Oh No [bassline]

Swindle - Forest Funk [guitar licks]
ILLBLUFtUNKNOWNT&M24-DumpalVybzchucklesample]
FROSTY - County Lines [Mokuba'’s filtered loop]
BYRON MESSIA -Talibans [backing vocals;intro leads]
NAMMY WAMS - Fears [wet melody; subs]

Listen here:




Biography:

Meera Shakti Osborne is an art practitioner and youth
workerfromLondon.OsborneiscurrentlyaStudioVoltaire
residentartistandResearchAssociate2023/24atInstitute
of International Visual Arts (iniva). They currently have a
paintingseriesattheinauguralexhibitionAnldeaOfALifeat
theWomen'sMuseuminBarking.Recentexhibitionsinclude
departmentofUnrulyhistories,CubittGallery(2023).Osborne
hasworkedwithNottinghamContemporary,inivaNewbridge
Project,PeckhamPlatform,FocalPointGallery,TheGapArts
Project,TheDrawingRoom,ReprezentFMandisavisiting
lectureratUAL. OsbornegraduatedinDesignatCentralSchool
ofSpeechandDramain2015andCairolnstituteofLiberal Arts
and Science in 2018.

Thank You:

MariamElnozahy,Abeera, AHHAAHHA,Aroosa,Al, Ayo,Ba+
sis,buitumelo,Chris,Duncan,Ellen,Eva,ldman,Jinan,John,
Jordan,Lamya,Larena,Latifa,Lavendhri,Leena,Max,Natsayi,
Nephertiti,Paulina,Priya,Raju+Claudia,RabbitsRoadPress,
Rosa, Rose, Tas

Peer Ambassadors:

Launchedin2017,PeerAmbassadorsisauniquerolling
six-month,creativeprogrammedesignedforandledby,
youngpeopleaged17-25fromunderrepresentedandlower
socio-economicbackgroundsbasedinPeer’slocalarea.

AsPeerAmbassadorArtistinResidence MeeraShaktiOsborne
hasworkedwith Aakifah,Amir,Arifah,Arin,Carina,Ebrar,
Faaiza,Forhana,llya,Khadijah,Kimberly,Kit,Kuri,Luana,
MiAmarni,Orlando,Phosphene Rebecca,SamiyyahandTasia.
Hold Me Close (the forest is full of police)is supported by Arts
CouncilEnglandandHeadlineSupporter,MandyElSayegh.

ThePeerAmbassadorsProgrammes2022-2023aresupported
by Westfield East Bank Creative Futures Fund.
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