
ANU Activism Timeline  Student activism is dynamic in nature, constantly unfolding and responding to society - it is never possible to capture every moment 
of resistance. This timeline is an outline of important moments in the ANU’s activist history and, as such, is not a comprehensive 
record. The majority of the research compiled has been sourced from the archives of Woroni, GreenLeft Weekly and Trove. Special thanks 
go to Anna Himmelreich and Shoshana Sniderman-Wise for starting this important work.

Acronyms: AFP: Australian Federal Police
AMES: ANU Middle Eastern Society
AMWU: Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union
ANU: Australian National University
ANUSA: Australian National University Students’ Association

ARAN: Australian Refugee Action Network
ASIET: Action in Solidarity with Indonesia and East Timor
ATSIC: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission
CAN: Casuals Activist Network
CASA: Campaign Against Sexual Assault

CASS: College of Arts and Social Sciences
CATSIC: Canberra Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community
CCASH: Council Committee Against Sexual Harassment
CPSU: Community and Public Sector Union
CSIRO: Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation

DSA: Disabilities Student Association
EAG: Education Action Group
FOI: Freedom of Information
GST: Goods and Services Tax
JAG: Jabiluka Action Group

KRB: Kobane Reconstruction Board
MARSS: Migrant and Refugee Settlement Services
MOU: Memorandum of Understanding
NOWSA: Network of Women Students Australia 
NUS: National Union of Students

PARSA: Postgraduate and Research Students’ Association
QAN: Queer Activist Network
RAC: Refugee Action Committee
SELT: Student Experience of Teaching and Learning
SRC: Student Representative Council

UC: University of Canberra
VAC: Vietnam Action Committee
VSU: Voluntary Student Unionism

March 30 
1960: A group 
of 60 Canberra 
graduates and 
undergraduates 
gather at the 
South African 
Embassy to 
present the 
secretary 
of the High 
Commissioner 
with a 
petition of 500 
signatures, 
calling for 
an end to 
apartheid and 
condemning 
African deaths. 

1966: Protests against the Vietnam War 
and Australia’s support for the United 
States’ policy are held outside the Rex 
Hotel on Northbourne Avenue where 
then U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson is 
staying. Megan Stoyle, a second-year Arts 
Student, becomes famous when photos 
of her at the protest wearing a ‘Make 
Love Not War’ T-shirt attract headlines 
around the world. Many ANU academics 
are among the protesters and organisers.
March 22 1966: Arts student Mr. D’Arcy 
presents a petition of over 500 signatures 
to the Union Board of Management, 
complaining about the cost of food at the 
Union Refractory which had risen by as much 
as 20% from the previous year. Academics 
are among the protesters and organisers. 
April 1966: The Vietnam Action 
Committee (VAC) is formed within 
the ANU Labor Club with an initial 
membership of 50 students. The group 
organises at 30 Canning St, Ainslie, a 
hub of activity for the ANU Labor Club.
April 20 1966: Almost 2000 ANU 
students take part in a national day 
of protest against inadequacies in the 
education system. Many boycott lectures 
to undertake community activities 
such as visits to secondary schools.

September 29 1966: Students 
stage a sit-in at the School of 
General Studies library from 
11pm until opening at 8:30am 
in solidarity with a national 
protest organised by the 
National Union of Australian 
University Students against 
inadequate library facilities. 
October 5 1966: 50 students 
march to Parliament House in 
protest against conscription 
for the war in Vietnam.

January 1967: A 
demonstration is held in 
protest over a visit from 
South Vietnam’s Prime 
Minister, Nguyen Cao Ky, 
who takes over as Prime 
Minister after Ngo Dinh 
Diem’s assassination. 
Several ANU students 
and staff are arrested. 
April 6 1967: The 
ANU Council rejects the 
SRC’s request that the 
president of the SRC be 
able to attend ANU Council 
meetings as an observer.

May 1968: A sit-in 
is held on Adelaide 
Av. outside The 
Lodge to protest 
the Vietnam War.
July 12 1968: 50 
ANU students join a 
1000-strong protest 
in Melbourne 
against the Federal 
Government’s 
rejection of 
the principle of 
Aboriginal land 
ownership. 
September 8 1968: 
300 ANU staff and 
students attend a 10 
hour teach-in on the 
role of universities. 
October 14 1968: 
100 students from 
Bruce, Garran and 
Burton Halls protest 
a $70 increase in 
residential hall fees.

March 3 1969: Students 
distribute 500 controversial 
anti-conscription 
leaflets on campus which 
encourage people not to 
register for service. 
July 1969: A sit-in is held 
inside the Vietnamese 
Embassy to protest 
the Vietnam War.
August 13 1969: 17 students 
gather outside Parliament 
House to protest against 
the resumption of land for 
the Bougainville copper 
project in spite of indigenous 
opposition to the project.
September 8 1969:  
Students stage a week 
of protest against 
conscription, including 
organising speakers at the 
ANU, a rally in Garema 
Place and a march to 
Parliament House.

July 2 1964: 
ANU students 
gather 
outside 
Parliament 
House to 
campaign for 
tax-relief for 
students. 

May 1965: Motion calling for the 
Student Representative Council 
(SRC) to condemn Australia’s 
entry into the Vietnam war is 
lost. A majority hold that the 
SRC is ‘not a competent body 
to issue dictums on student 
opinion’ and that the motion 

‘set[s] a dangerous precedent’. 
May 1965: Students hold a 
sit-in on Alinga St in one of the 
first student protests against 
the Vietnam War. 15 students 
are arrested and fined.
May 25 1965: 63 students 
from Labor clubs across the 
country stage a civil disobedience 
demonstration outside Parliament 
House to protest the sending of 
Australian troops to Vietnam. 
July 1965: The first teach-in 
in Australia is held at Childers St 
Hall, ANU from 7:30pm - 2:30am 
to protest the Vietnam War. A 
group of 800 people attend, 
mostly students, and Professor 
CP Fitzgerald gives a speech.

	 April 22 1970: Students demand a 
greater role in university governance. The SRC asks for 
student representation at departmental meetings and on 
the board of the School of General Studies, for students to 
have input into staff appointments, and promotions and 
for University Council meetings to be open to students. 
April 23 1970: The Student Union passes a motion calling 
for a boycott of Princess Anne’s visit to the ANU which 
was primarily in support of Bicentenary celebrations. The 
motion reads: ‘That the ANU Students’ Association objects to 
any implicit support given to the Captain Cook Bicentenary 
Celebrations by the Student Representative Council or any 
council member because of the discrimination and lack of 
civil rights accorded to many groups of Aborigines who have 
been forgotten in this celebration of 200 years of white rule…’ 
May 6 1970: 800 people march from Garema Place 
to Parliament House prior to a national moratorium 
against Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam 
War. ANUSA asks for all lectures to be cancelled 
that day so that students can participate. 
September 3 1970: A group of 40 university and 
high school students protest the sale of five Vesteys 
products at Woolworths and David Jones. forcefully 
occupying the Gurindji Peoples’ land. The students 
remove products from the shelves and distribute 
leaflets encouraging a boycott of the brands. 
December 24 1970: The Australian Union of 
Students writes to the Lawn Tennis Association of 
Australia to condemn South Africa’s participation 
in the Federation Cup series to take place in Perth 
because of the country’s policy of apartheid. 

March 13 1971: An anti-apartheid sit-in takes place 
at the South African Embassy. Some students paint 
slogans on the walls of the embassy (although Canberra 
News is informed by an anti-apartheid committee 
spokesperson that this is not policy nor encouraged).
March 16 1971: 20 year-old Ashton Scott Robinson of Burton 
Hall appears in Canberra Court, charged with using insulting 
words at the March 13 sit-in at the South African Embassy.
March 18 1971: Hundreds of students participate in an 
anti-racism march from Garema Place to Parliament House. 
Students distribute lists of the personal telephone numbers 
and home addresses of South African embassy staff. 
March 23 1971: Student protesters conduct a vigil 
outside the South African embassy and erect a sign 
reading ‘Toot Against Apartheid’ to which motorists respond 
by blasting horns as they pass. The vigil is maintained 
24/7 by a roster of 200 students for many months. 
March 23 1971: Students at the ANU distribute documents 
entitled ‘Hints on How to Hinder’. They include lists of 
Embassy officials’ home addresses and telephone numbers 
as well as instructions on how best to irritate staff. 
March 26 1971: 3 ANU students from Bruce Hall 
are charged with damaging property at two houses 
owned by South African Embassy officials. 

May 1972: Around 100 students 
gather outside the Canberra Courthouse 
to protest the appearance of two men 
(Nicholas Richardson and Bob Brittan) 
in court, charged with contravening the 
National Service Act. The demonstrators 
fire coloured flares, explode firecrackers, 
chant anti-conscription slogans and set off 
a fire alarm at the Canberra Courthouse.
May 11 1972: ANUSA declares 
ANU a draft resister sanctuary 
at a General Meeting.
June 7 1972: A boycott of all lectures is 
called by the ANUSA president, Richard 
Refshauge, following the arrest of draft 
resister and student Steven Padgham. 

‘Alternative lectures’ are held on June 9 
in the Student Union building instead.
1972: The Aboriginal Tent Embassy is 
established with the help of student 
contributions. 3000 people gather 
at the ANU before marching up to 
Parliament House. Many protesters 
came from Sydney and elsewhere, 
despite the protest occurring during 
the third week of a petrol strike.  
June 27 1972: ANUSA declares it 
will make an upfront contribution of 
$100 to the Aboriginal Tent Embassy 
followed by regular donations of 
$40 a month for the next six months, 
with review after this period. 

1973: ANU 
Radio begins 
and is broadcast 
through the 
ANU Halls and 
Union. In the 
years to come, 
ANU Radio will 
prove critical to 
student activism 
and organising. 

1974: University fees are abolished by the Whitlam government.
April 18 1974: 100 students occupy the Mills Room at the Chancelry in protest over the lack of 
student say in course content and assessment and crowded classrooms. They also demand the 
creation of a Women’s Studies course to be designed by the women of the university and student 
representation on the University Council. 30 students spend the night in the building. 
April 26 1974: The Board of the School of General Studies holds a meeting with around 300 students in 
Melville Hall to enter into negotiations about how to implement the students’ demands. A committee 
comprising of 10 students and 10 members of staff is established to make recommendations.
August 1974: After demands are rejected by the Board, students again occupy 
the Chancelry, as well as the university telephone exchange, prompting  
Vice-Chancellor Noel Dunbar to call in police who then arrest 27 students. 
September 1974: Students hold another sit-in at the Chancelry, occupying the building for more than 48 hours. 
September 6 1974: The Board of the School of General Studies agrees to a compromise 
with the student activists. They allow a staff/student voice in the running of departments 
and agree to the establishment of a Women’s Course. The resolutions are a victory for 
students, but nonetheless fall short of the demands made by the 10/10 committee.
September 13 1974: 60 students from Canberra and Sydney protest against 
government surveillance of Malaysian students in Australia.

1976: ANU Radio becomes community broadcaster 2XX FM, an 
important mouthpiece for ANU student activists. 
1976: Arts student Peter Berzins seeks exemption from paying his Students’ 
Association fee because of the association’s support for abortion reform. 
Eventually Peter pays the fee, although his initial refusal emboldens 
the Liberal’s broader campaign to reject compulsory unionism.
February 1976: The first Women’s Studies course is offered at the ANU.
September 9 1976: 25 postgraduate students camp outside the 
Chancelry to campaign for increased research student allowances.
November 16 1976: A student is charged with hindering police in a protest 
against the then Governor-General, Sir John Kerr, that took place on July 30 1976.

1977: Student group ‘Homosexuals 
at ANU’ is established.
1977: The Environment Officer 
position is created.
October 6 1977: ANUSA holds 
an ‘education day’ as part of 
national protest against the 
government’s education policies. 

1978: ANU Liberal Society members such 
as Alistair Walton and Michael Yabsley 
campaign for voluntary student unionism 
by any means necessary - during Orientation 
Week (‘O’Week’) they steal all the Orientation 
Handbooks and insert Liberal advertisements 
in them, and throughout the year disrupt 
many Student Association meetings. 

1980: The Education Collective is active in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, launching a campaign against the public publishing 
of results outside Chifley - something Irving Goffman describes 
as a ‘public derogation ceremony’. They distribute questionnaires 
on courses and publish the results in the ‘Counter Course 
Handbooks’ and ‘Alternative Law Handbooks’. These student-
published course reviews are the hard fought precursor to 
Student Experience of Teaching and Learning (SELT) surveys. 
March 26 1980: The ANU Left Group launches an education 

campaign to raise awareness of students’ right 
to be consulted about assessment and course 
content and to lobby for an increase in student 
representation in Departmental Committees. 
April 12 1980: 100 students attend a 
meeting which results in calls for a partial 
rent strike in protest against the cost of 
university-owned accommodation.
April 19 1980: Around 70 students occupy 27 

Brian Lewis Crescent on the ANU Campus, 

a house that had previously been used for 
furniture storage. They request that more 
campus accommodation be provided for 
undergraduate students from the University’s 
housing stock. Students are encouraged to take 
a partial rent strike and over half participate.  
November 18 1980: ANU resolves to 
take legal action against 60 students 
engaged in a 7-month partial rent strike 
if they do not pay back monies owed.

1983: Peace 
activist and 
founder of 
the Nuclear 
Disarmament 
Party, Michael 
Denborough, 
organises an 
international 
symposium at 
the ANU on ‘The 
Consequences of 
Nuclear War for 
Australia and its 
Region’ with the 
aim of promoting 
international 
nuclear 
disarmament.
February 1 1983: 
ANU Communist 
Student Collective 
formed.

October 24 1984: 
Human science students 
march in protest 
against a 50% cut to the 
staff numbers of the 
department over the 
previous three years.

1987: The first ever 
Network of Women 
Students Australia 
(NOWSA) conference 
is held at the ANU.

1988: With the 
introduction of the 

‘Dawkins Revolution’ 
suite of higher education 
reforms, students hang 
an effigy of John Dawkins 
from the bridge leading 
into Union Court. 
May 9 1988: New 
Parliament House opens. 
CATSIC holds a silent 
protest of Aboriginal 
people and non-Aboriginal 
supporters, attended 
by many students. 
September 27 1988: 
Students hold a sit-in at the 
Department of Employment, 
Education and Training 
office for more than three 
hours in protest over the 
introduction of HECS fees 
(student contribution fees). 

February 20 1989: The National 
Union of Students (NUS) launches 
a campaign against introduction of 
HECS - a $1800 annual ‘contribution’ 
fee. The Postgraduate and Research 
Students’ Association (PARSA) 
collects 1400 signatures on a 
petition in protest, and 277 students 
are successfully encouraged 
to apply for an exemption on 
grounds of special circumstances 
and personal disadvantage. 
February 28 1989: Student 
protests are held in relation to 
a number of Aboriginal justice 
issues including deaths in custody, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission (ATSIC) legislation 
and Bob Hawke’s promise to 
facilitate Treaty discussions.
March 22 1989: A national day 
of action is staged to protest the 
introduction of HECS fees. 
May 23 1989: The Tjabal 
Indigenous Higher Education 
Centre opens at the ANU. 

1979: Feminist women’s 
group ‘Wimmin on 
Campus’ is established.
21 August 1979: 400 
students gather outside 
Parliament House to protest 
the Fraser Government’s 
budget cuts to universities.
May 8 1979: 50 students 
rally outside Parliament 
House in protest over 
proposed legislation 
to control student 
organisations at the ANU. 
30 remain overnight. 
October 25 1979: A bill 
which would outlaw the 
payment of student union 
fees to the Australian 
Union of Students is 
introduced into Parliament 
and condemned by ANUSA. 
1979: Fraser government 
overrules ANU Council’s 
recommendations and 
orders that income from 
the General Services Fee 
can only be distributed 
to federally-approved 
organisations. This doesn’t 
include the Student Union.

April 14 1971: The SRC passes a motion demanding there be an 
undergraduate student, postgraduate student and member of staff on the 
committee charged with appointing the university Vice-Chancellor.
May 19 1971: 1000 students march from the Student Union building to 
the South African embassy in an anti-apartheid demonstration.
May 21 1971: Students take part in an anti-Vietnam War demonstration termed 

‘Day of Rage’. Around 1000 demonstrators march through Alinga St and into 
Garema Place. Around 200 people are arrested, including future Canberra Times 
journalist Jack Waterford. 185 are eventually charged under the new Public Order 
and Protection of Persons and Property Act introduced to suppress protest.
May 26 1971: 4 students are fined $50 over ‘Day of Rage’ protests. 600 people chanting 
slogans gather outside the police station. Some throw stones and two windows are broken.
May 1971: 35 students appear in Canberra Court on charges connected  
with ‘Day of Rage’ demonstrations. Most are from ANU, particularly Bruce Hall. 
The charges include malicious damage, hindering and assaulting police. 

1991: Jayne Pilkinton is elected 
as the first Women’s Officer.
April 24-26 1991: The first Students, 
Science, Sustainability conference (later 
to become Students of Sustainability) 
is held at the ANU after activists 
decide students need representation 
in the environmental debate. 
August 7 1991: After the ANU 
Debating Society organises an 
appearance by David Tothill, the 
South African ambassador, the 
Anti-Apartheid Coalition organises a 
demonstration that drives Tothill off 
campus. Chanting ‘racists off campus’ 
and ‘nothing’s changed in South Africa’, 
15 activists are removed by police.
August 27 1991: Over 100 students 
and activists attend a teach-in 
organised by ANU academic Rick 
Kuhn seeking to end the Gulf War and 
condemning further intervention.
December 11 1991: Supported 
by students, academics Dr H. C. 
Coombs and Sir Mark Oliphant 
protest against changes to the 
funding of the university’s John 
Curtin School of Medical Research.

March 26 1992: Around 50 students hold 
brief sit-ins at the Department of Employment, 
Education and Training offices as part of a national 
day of protest. The protest is part of a push 
for reforms to the Austudy student assistance 
scheme and to ‘bury’ a controversial proposal 
to replace the grants with interest-free loans.
October 8 1992: Students establish a ‘tent city’ 
outside Chifley to protest against the university’s 
plans to sell off some of its housing stock.

1993: The Women’s Department is established 
and Rapunzel Room opens.
March 19 1993: Students living at Old Lennox House, 
which had been low cost accommodation on campus 
for over 30 years, are given a seven day eviction 
notice. Students resist eviction attempts in the hope 
of securing a future for affordable accomodation.
June 28 1993: 180 people gather at ANU for a 
lunch time protest called by the National Tertiary 
Education Union (NTEU) and supported by student 
activists against Howard’s Work Choices.  
August 27 1993: Student activists throw eggs and 
roll 200-litre industrial drums at the car carrying 
Victoria’s Premier, Jeff Kennett, after he arrives 
on campus for a Young Liberals’ function.
October 1 1993: Students protest Bronwyn Bishop on campus 
over her positions on unemployment and cutting worker’s wages.

1994: The Students’ Association places a 
ban on all Nestle products after student 
campaigning over the company’s 
promotion of unsafe bottle feeding 
practices in developing countries.
1994: The Sexuality Department 
is established. Facing funding 
shortages a complementary 
interest society – the Jellybabies – is 
maintained to gain extra funding. 
August 5 1994: Law students are quick to 
respond to the threat of charging up-front 
fees for a legal course and organise a 
demonstration of 400 students. This marks 
the beginning of the No Fees Campaign 
which, with the help of unions and workers, 
inspires students across the country. 
August 10 1994: A strike shuts down the 
Law School for the whole day as part of the No 
Fees Campaign. Pickets of up to 40 people, and 
the support of many academics in cancelling 
lectures, ensures that no lectures take place.
August 12 1994: A faculty meeting 
is greeted by an angry crowd of 
300 students and academics as 
part of the No Fees Campaign.

September 7 1994: 500 students rally 
against proposals to introduce up-front 
fees for legal training required to practise 
law as part of the No Fees Campaign.
September 15-23 1994: Over 8 nights and 9 days, 
more than 150 students occupy the Chancelry 
as the No Fees Campaign escalates, before being 
removed by the Australian Federal Police (AFP) 
who use chainsaws to cut the wooden back doors 
of the building. Support for the occupation is 
massive with students from Sydney and other 
cities coming to join, and workers placing a picket 
on the university mail centre for the duration 
of the occupation. A clear indication of the 
political mood is shown by a photocopy of a map 
of Paris, superimposed with recognisable ANU 
geography, and a graphic from posters used during 
the student revolt in Paris in May-June 1968. 
October 13 1994: Police forcibly remove around 
150 students after another brief occupation of 
the Chancelry as part of the No Fees Campaign.
October 28 1994: A research project at the John 
Curtin School of Medical Research, involving 
the implantation of sensors into the brains of 
two macaque monkeys, is the target of outrage 
and protested by about 30 student activists.

March 23 1995: 
Hundreds of ANU and UC students protest the government’s 
plans for fee deregulation with the support of the NTEU. UC 
students wishing to attend are given free ACTION bus tickets 
by their student association to travel into Civic.
May 3 1995: 200 students from ANU and UC rally 
before marching into Civic and then the Department 
of Employment, Education and Training, protesting 
against fees and demanding increased funding. 
May 11 1995: 400 students from ANU and UC 
march on Parliament House against up-front fees for 
university courses and other attacks on education.
June 29 1995: The French government’s decision 
to resume nuclear testing in Moruroa Atoll is 
met with an angry response by students and the 
wider Canberra community. An open meeting of 
activists to plan an ongoing campaign is held in 
the Bridge Meeting Room above ANU Bar.
July 14 1995: Students and protesters march 
from Garema Place, where they are addressed by 
ANU student activists Marina Carman and Hamish 
McPherson, to the National Convention Centre over 
the proposed French nuclear testing in the Pacific.
August 3 1995: The Stop the Drop music gig is held at ANU 
bar to fundraise for the campaign against nuclear testing. 
September 1995: After a woman is raped and 
another student is sexually harassed by a lecturer at 
an honours students camp, CASA organise a protest 
outside an ANU council meeting in October. The 

protest leads to a review of CCAH procedures with 
students involved in the review committee.
September 4 1995: A referendum is held on whether 
ANUSA should affiliate to the NUS. Student activists 
campaign to disaffiliate, arguing that the NUS has not 
played the sort of role in the No Fees Campaign that 
would be expected from a national student organisation.
September 8 1995: Senator Gareth Evans is 
confronted by a small but noisy group of anti-nuclear 
activists after attending a conference at the ANU. 
The protesters chant “export Evans, not uranium” 
and “Evans is a butcher! Free East Timor!”
September 9 1995: A ban by academic 
and general staff, s1upported by students, is 
placed on Open Day in protest against the 
university’s refusal to meet key demands. 
Mid-September 1995: Members of the NTEU 
and the AMWU conduct industrial action to win 
a pay rise together with other demands. AMWU 
pickets at the entrances to the university, blocking 
deliveries of non-essential goods, and successfully 
halts renovation work on the Chancelry building. 
The NTEU campaign involves refusing to inform the 
university administration of students’ results and 
holding regular stop work meetings during paid time.
October 26 1995: 250 women march and chant 
through civic as part of Reclaim the Night. 
Representatives from the Canberra Rape Crisis 
Centre, the Koori community, the ANU Campaign 
Against Sexual Assault and Resistance spoke. 

March 19-22 1996: The NTEU places bans on lectures and 
tutorials as part of its campaign for a fully-funded wage increase. 
ANUSA and other activist groups support the NTEU throughout 
the week and encourage students not to attend classes.
May 1996: The Education Action Group (EAG) is established in 
early May to fight the latest attacks on education and defend 
students’ rights. It is a broad, democratic committee that involves 
students from the ANU, UC, and the Canberra Institute of 
Technology (CIT). It consists of independent activists, Resistance 
(Young Socialist Alliance) and the Socialist Worker Student Club.
May 2 1996: A picket outside the Strategic Defence Studies Centre’s 
‘The New Security Agenda in the Asia-Pacific Region’ conference 
dinner is held outside University House in support of East Timor. 
May 17-30 1996: The Students’ Association organises a 
successful protest against the Federal Government’s proposed 
cuts to university funding. Each day students spend eight hours 
outside Parliament House reading out the Coalition’s election 
policy on higher education. The policy included promises to 
maintain funding to universities and AUSTUDY (loans for 
students undertaking apprenticeships), as well as increase 
funding for research and postgraduate scholarships.
May 29 1996: In order to improve campus infrastructure, 
the administration proposes coloured lines be painted on 
footpaths and roads classifying different faculties. A small 
protest is held outside the Chancelry, arguing that the 
new proposal discriminates against blind students. 

May 30 1996: 600 ANU students and 50 UC students 
set up pickets and rally against education cuts. Students 
then march through the city to the Department of 
Employment, Education and Training offices where 
Community and Public Sector Union (CPSU) delegates 
join them. The Students’ Association, led by right-wing 
president William Mackerras, organise a counter-rally 
and apologise to the then Prime Minister John Howard 
over the ANU staff and student protest against him.
August 7 1996: The NTEU holds pickets at all ACT 
universities and institutions to kick off a 24-hour strike. 
An NTEU meeting then marches to the Department of 
Employment, Education and Training offices with students 
from ANU and UC in a 2000-strong crowd, chanting “One 
struggle one fight, students and workers must unite!”
September 13 1996: 20 students picket a meeting of the 
University Council where it is to be decided whether the 
university will introduce up-front fees for postgraduate 
courses in 1997. Students demand that the council publicly 
oppose cuts to education, changes to student loans 
(HECS and Austudy); not introduce up-front fees for any 
courses; shut down the university on future national 
days of action; and sack Liberal members and Mal Colston 
(recently resigned Labor senator) from the council.
November 15 1996: Representatives from the Aboriginal 
Tent Embassy and student activists picket a function 
addressed by Aboriginal Affairs minister John 
      Herron, invited onto campus by the ANU Liberal Club.

May 5 1997: A motion directing ANUSA to endorse and 
organise protests at any appearance of Pauline Hanson 
on campus, and to push for any restrictions possible 
through the ANU administration, is passed 56-52. 
May 9 1997: 800 people, including around 200 staff, protest 
against up-front fees and call for a reversal in HECS increases.
June 18 1997: Student activists collect the 800 
signatures necessary to force a referendum on 
affiliation to the NUS. Activists agree affiliation is now 
necessary given massive restructures and attacks; 
students need to organise on their own campuses, but 
they also need to take part in the national union.
July 8 1997: 1500 protesters, including many 
student activists, gather at the National Press 
Club rallying against Pauline Hanson’s One Nation 
party. One ANU student is violently arrested.
August 27 1997: More than 1000 students protest against 
staff cuts, marching to the Chancelry to put demands on 
Vice-Chancellor Deane Terrell. Scuffles break out when 
members of the International Socialist Organisation try to 
enter the building in the face of an overwhelming police 
presence. Four students are arrested. Meanwhile, Resistance 
activists decide to occupy the A.D. Hope building where the 
classics department - under threat from the cuts - is housed. 
September 3 1997: Cuts to the Arts Faculty cause anger at 
the perceived contempt ANU Administration holds towards 
students and staff, leading to the arrest of four students.
A large rally is confronted by a large police 
presence as it reaches the Chancelry.
September 11 1997: After an ANUSA general meeting, 
a small group of students hold a brief, peaceful sit-in 

in the Chancelry. Although the students agree to 
leave on request, they are violently ejected by police, 
being shoved and pushed down the last flight of stairs. 
One student is arrested and several are injured.
September 15 1997: The campaign to stop 33 sackings 
in the arts faculty escalates when staff in the NTEU hold 
a five-day teaching ban on Arts courses and a 48-hour, 
campus-wide strike. During the strike, the union has 
pickets at all entrances to the campus. Students from the 
EAG help staff maintain the pickets and also organise 
a picket of the Manning Clark lecture theatres.
October 8 1997: NTEU members in the Faculty of 
Arts hold a stop-work meeting, voting unanimously 
to impose a ban on the transmission of course results. 
The ban is in response to the administration’s refusal 
to back down from its restructuring plan.

February 1998: During O’Week more than 40 students join the newly 
formed Students and Academics for Native Title and Reconciliation, 
which aims to build the campaign in defence of Native Title amongst 
students. Similarly more than 20 students join Action in Solidarity 
with Indonesia and East Timor (ASIET). During the week the Liberal 
Club’s stall is attacked twice. According to club members, the 
Australian flag is ripped up and the stall smashed by student activists. 
February 13 1998: 100 people join a speak-out against US and 
Australian war plans. The Coalition Against the Gulf War is launched, 
calling a protest in Garema Place on the day of a US attack on Iraq. 
March 19 1998: After ANU student newspaper Woroni 
publishes a Right to Life-inspired article featuring graphic 
photos of aborted foetuses, ANU Women’s Officer, Kate 
Harriden, and the ANU Women’s Department organise a 
public “rip-out” of the pages as part of a pro-choice awareness 
campaign. Only a week later ACT Pro-Choice is formed. 
March 26 1998: 500 staff and students protest 
against continuing attacks on education. They march 
to the Chancelry where they are met by police.
May 11 1998: An announcement is made in an ANU 
Arts Faculty meeting that a further 12 staff would be 
axed from the faculty, despite a student and staff picket, 
and a “sea of degrees” on the Chancelry lawns.
May 20 1998: After a successful strike and rally, students occupy 
the Dean of Arts’ office, questioning the absurdity of cuts to the Arts 
Faculty for 45 minutes before leaving. Arts classes are cancelled 

on the day because of an all-day student strike called by 
the ANU Students’ Association Education Department.
May 29 1998: More than 200 staff and students hold an early 
morning strike as part of the Arts Faculty campaign. Cars 
and delivery trucks are turned away, with police threatening 
to book drivers who make u-turns from the picket line. 
June 10 1998: After Professor Paul Thom, Dean of 
Arts, announces a new restructuring plan on June 
9 including “voluntary” redundancies and course 
changes, a “student crisis meeting” is held with more 
than 200 people angry over the cuts attending. 
August 24 1998: Several ANU students are arrested at 
a pro-democracy demonstration in front of the Burmese 
Embassy, rallying against the Burmese military dictatorship.
August 26 1998: Four hundred staff, students 
and supporters of the Institute of the Arts rally in 
Civic to protest ACT Chief Minister Kate Carnell’s 
$1.6 million funding cut to the institute.
September 1998: The Sexuality Department 
becomes the Queer Department.
September 30 1998: Students with the ACT Jabiluka 
Action Group (JAG) and members of the Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy hold a picket outside the National Press Club 
luncheon Kim Beazley is addressing. Picketers demand 
that Beazley and the Labor Party make an unequivocal 
commitment to stop the Jabiluka uranium mine.

March 3 2001: A teach-in named 
“People and Planet” is held on campus. 

More than 55 people attend, including 
activists from the Democratic 
Socialist Party and Resistance, the 
International Socialist Organisation, 
and the ANU Labor Left Club.
April 5 2001: 60 students occupy the 
ANUTECH building, ANUTECH having 
been established to increase corporate 
sponsorship of the university. Students 
demand the closure of ANUTECH and the 
transfer of ANUTECH education courses 
to the ANU without the up-front fees.
May 1 2001: 300 people join the 
blockade of the Mining Industry 
House, including many student 
activists from the ANU.

May 6 2004: 
Students plan to 
protest a speech given 
by John Howard at 
the Commonwealth 
Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) 
over education cuts. 
Given the ruckus, 
John Howard ends 
up avoiding the 
scene and gives 
his address from 
Parliament House. 

March 31 2005: More 
than 100 students 
gather for a speak-out 
organised by ANUSA’s 
Education Department 
against the Federal 
Government’s moves 
to introduce voluntary 
student unionism.
October 4 2005: 
Journalist Robert Fisk 
addresses a packed-out 
meeting with Amin 
Seikal on war and the 
US occupation of Iraq. 
2005: The ‘ANU 
Disabilities’ group is 
formed by a passionate 
group of students 
with disabilities. 
 

2006: ANU Disabilities 
becomes an ANUSA 
Department and the 
first officers are Terri 
Warner and Carol 
Whitman. In their 
first year they start 
a conference, and 
hold the very first 
Collective meetings.
2006: The Indigenous 
Department is 
established.
March 2006: Federal 
Health Minister Tony 
Abbott is faced down 
by pro-choice activists 
and protesters from 
Socialist Alternative 
during an O’Week 
open forum. Invited by 
ANUSA, Abbott discusses 
issues such as voluntary 
student unionism and 
the abortion drug RU486.
October 6 2006: The 
annual Queerspace 
student conference is 
held at the ANU and the 
national Queer Activist 
Network (QAN) for youth 
and students is launched. 
Rob Grafkin from ANU 
is elected a temporary 
QAN convener.

March 2007: 
Law Students 
for Social 
Justice (LSSJ) 
protest outside 
University 
House to
show their 
opposition to 
the University’s 
decision to 
award former 
Singaporean 
Prime Minister, 
Lew Kuan Yew, 
an Honorary 
Doctorate 
in Law.

November 2010: 
After over 500 Pride 
Week posters are 
ripped down, students 
from the Queer 
Department stage a 
stakeout to defend 
the posters, dressing 
up in camouflage 
and watching over 
them until 4am. They 
re-decorate the poster 
bollards on campus, 
painting them rainbow. 

May 13 2012: Following a 
dramatic restructuring of the 
School of Music that would see 
all staff positions spilled and 
the equivalent of 13 full time 
positions cut, students and staff 
rally to save the School of Music. 
From midday music students 
begin a 24-hour protest jam. 
May 14 2012: The protest 
jam to save the School of Music 
culminates in Union Court, 
with nearly 5,000 people then 
marching to the Chancelry led 
by a rendition of ‘When the 
Saints Come Marching In’. 
2012: ANU Disabilities 
launches Spoon Week.

2013: ANU Disabilities changes 
its name to the ANU Disabilities 
Student Association (DSA).
January 15 2013: Student Tom Swann 
submits a Freedom of Information 
request into the ANU’s holdings in 
coal seam gas company Metgasco 
after being alerted by Northern Rivers 
Activists. A campaign demanding 
the ANU divests from Metgasco is 
launched, and Fossil Free ANU is born.
May 14 2013: Students and 
staff across Australia turn out 
to rally against cuts to higher 
education in the Budget.
August 15 2013: In response to 
proposed cuts to tutorials in the 
College of Arts and Social Sciences 
(CASS), over 250 students march to the 
Dean of Art’s office in the Beryl Rawson 
building, with 150 students occupying 
the office for several hours. Students 
pour into her office through the fire 
escape, chanting, “bullshit, come off 
it, our education is not for profit!”
August 31 2013: Upset with a failure 
on behalf of the administration to fund 
tutorials, provide decent conditions for 
staff, and hold ‘genuine consultation’ 
with concerned parties, members of 
the EAG crash Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Marnie Hughes-Warrington’s opening 
address at open day, staging a ‘die-in.’

May 21 2014: Students from all colleges 
converge in Union Court to protest the 
Liberal Government’s decision to deregulate 
university fees. The rally marches from Union 
Court towards the Chancelry, demanding the 
resignation of ANU Vice-Chancellor Ian Young 
and barricading him in his office over his 
support of fee deregulation. ANUSA and NUS 
support the rally, providing students with ‘Stop 
the Cuts’ T-shirts and other merchandise.
May 21-May 30 2014: A series of protests 
take place at ANU against fee deregulation. 
On 21 May, hundreds of students march from 
Union Court to the Chancelry and occupy 
the front of the building for two hours. That 
weekend, ANU undergraduate Louis Klee 
announces he will stage a ‘read-in’ protest 
as a way of symbolically continuing student 
presence at the Chancelry, intending to make 
the simple act of reading something subversive 
as a way of manifesting what the cuts placed 
in jeopardy. Over the course of the week long 
read-in, hundreds of ANU students join the 
protest and use the Chancelry door as a space 
for organising further protests such as ‘stick-in’ 
and a picket line on May 30. Some protestors 
disagree with the strategy of the protest, 
including its media portrayal as a counter-
protest, and then Vice-Chancellor Ian Young’s 
attempts to reframe the protest as student 
consultation. ANU student Raphael Kabo edits 
a collection of reflections on fee deregulation 
and the read-in titled Squarely in the Read.

June 4 2014: Students cover the walls of 
the Chancelry with ‘IOU’ post-it notes and 
personal messages voicing their concerns 
about significantly increased HECS-HELP 
(Commonwealth loans for student fees) debts.
June 30 2014: A group of approximately 
30 student activists gather outside 
University House from 7pm, chanting 
slogans against proposed fee deregulation 
and taunting Julie Bishop who is on campus 
giving a speech. One person is arrested 
and two more are taken away by police.
August 20 2014: More than 200 
students march against the proposed 
deregulation of student fees. Students 
march to the Chancelry, where they 
are blocked by a small team of security 
guards and a minor scuffle breaks out. 
August 30 2014: Students from the EAG 
interrupt the Welcome to ANU address, 
hosted by acting Vice-Chancellor Marnie 
Hughes-Warrington after voting for 
an action to be held on Open Day if the 
Vice-Chancellor does not publicly back 
down on his support for deregulation.
September 2 2014: A referendum is held 
in which 82% of students vote in support 
of fossil fuel divestment at the ANU.  
October 2 2014: The ANU partially 
divests from fossil fuels; divesting stocks 
in Iluka Resources, Independence Group, 
Newcrest Mining, Sandfire Resources, Oil 
Search, Santos, and Sirius Resources.

March 25 2015: 
Close to 200 students 
rally against the 
federal government’s 
continued push to 
deregulate university 
fees, following the 
Liberal government’s 
second failed attempt 
to pass its higher 
education changes.
September 11 2015: 
Students launch a 
campaign to raise 
awareness about the 
current situation in 
Rojava, in northern 
Syria. The campaign, 
‘Stand With Kobane’ 
starts raising  
money to help 
rebuild the Kurdish 
city of Kobane. The 
ANU Middle  
Eastern Society 
(AMES) sells  
bracelets & 
fundraises, 
with proceeds 
going directly 
to the Kobane 
Reconstruction 
Board (KRB).

February 20 2016: Student activists Vanamali 
Hermans, Litia Roko and other members from the 
Women’s Department and Queer Department help 
organise Canberra’s #Thesecutsarekillingus rally, in 
response to cuts to bulk-billing for pathology services.
March 14 2016: Four ANU undergraduates, 
MaryClare Woodforde, Aston Cox, Victoria Herbert, 
and Elle Lawless are arrested after they block a 
coal train from leaving the controversial Maules 
Creek mine in NSW’s north-west for four hours.
March 14 2016: Students launch the Save the Arts 
campaign after Union Court redevelopment plans 
reveal the ANU Arts Centre will be demolished, leaving 
ANU theatre groups without subsidisation for a new 
venue and the community financially unsustainable.
March 15 2016: ANUSA votes to 
formally disaccredit from the NUS. 
March 15 2016: More than 450 staff 
members at the ANU sign an open letter to the 
vice-chancellor, Brian Schmidt, calling on the 
University Council to divest from fossil fuels. 
March 29 2016: After cuts to the School of 
Culture, History and Language that would see up 
to 40 academics axed were proposed, a rally is held 
in defence of Asia Pacific Studies in Union Court.
March 31 2016: Student activists protest the 2016 
K.R. Narayanan Oration given by Indian Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, who visits Australia in a bid 
to push for the Adani Carmichael coal mine.
April 21 2016: Fossil Free ANU members poster 
the ANU campus, culture jamming the university’s 
popular ‘Thought Leaders’ advertising and 
demanding the University Council ‘divest the rest’. 

May 3 2016: The ANU Women of 
Colour Collective is established. 
August 23 2016: ANU students and staff, 
led by the ANU RAC, join the wider Canberra 
community, gathering on Northbourne Avenue 
in response to the publication of 2,116 leaked 
incident reports from Australia’s detention 
centre on Nauru by the Guardian Australia.
September 14 2016: Indigenous students launch a 
series of ‘Nothing About Us, Without Us’ meetings at the 
Tjabal Centre, with Indigenous students, staff, alumni, 
and supporters discussing issues around Indigenous 
representation, leadership, and perspectives in ANU’s 
curriculum. Activists envision a future that sees the 
ANU as a university that models self-determination 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, where 
Indigenous knowledges and solutions thrive.
September 23 2016: The Ethnocultural Department 
is established during ANUSA’s third Ordinary 
General Meeting. The department is created to 
implement advocacy for the ethnoculturally and 
linguistically diverse, attend and organise rallies, 
organise events on campus, and ensure the voices of 
the ethnoculturally diverse are represented at ANU.
October 5 2016: Student activists Vanamali 
Hermans and Litia Roko call a counter-rally against 
Reclaim Australia’s anti-Safe Schools protest outside 
the Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations on Marcus Clarke Street.
October 21 2016: Gabbi Meek, Mani Bovell and 
members of the ANU RAC coordinate the first Amps 
Not Camps music gig, raising funds for the ACT 
Migrant and Refugee Settlement Services (MARSS).

February 27 2017: Organised by ANUSA in conjunction with 
Unions ACT, United Voice and NUS, students gather in union court 
to protest the Fair Work Commission’s plans to reduce penalty rates, 
cutting Sunday wages for casual workers by up to 25 percent.
March 21 2017: ANUSA votes to re-accredit with the NUS, provided 
accountability, transparency and conduct conditions are met.
April 23 2017: Students activists from ANU Fossil Free and the 
Environment Collective travel to Dalton to lend their support to 
the community, fighting a massive gas plant proposed by AGL. 
May 4 2017: Four undergraduate student activists, Anna Dennis, Vanamali 
Hermans, John Dove and Con Karavias, interrupt Education Minister 
Simon Birmingham’s National Press Club address defending the scaling 
back of university funding and requiring students to pay back their course 
loans sooner. The students storm the stage yelling, “No cuts, no fees, no 
corporate universities”, with one throwing a napkin in the Senator’s face.
May 9 2017: Student activists launch a vocal protest against the 
government’s proposed changes to university funding at Parliament House 
on Budget night, just after treasurer Scott Morrison gives his Budget speech. 
May 12 2017: Activists from ANU Fossil Free gather outside the Chancelry 
building, calling on the ANU to divest fully from companies which extract 
fossil fuel. Around 40 students, staff, alumni and community members call 
for the demands for a ‘fossil free ANU’ to be recognised on the committee’s 
agenda. The protest is timed to coincide with a meeting of the university’s 
finance committee to discuss the university’s investment plans.
May 17 2017: A brawl between student activists and Young Liberals 
breaks out at a national day of action protest against cuts to higher 
education in Union Court. After 4 counter-protesters approach 
the demonstration, chanting “NUS is not for me, total waste of 
student fees”, rally attendees chant “no cuts, no fees, no corporate 
universities,” and then seize and destroy the Liberals’ signs.
May 20-21 2017: Supported by students activists from ANU RAC, 
Canberra RAC hosts the inaugural conference of the Australian 
Refugee Action Network (ARAN) at the ANU, with the goal of linking 
up refugee advocacy bodies and activist groups across the country. 
May 24 2017: ANU activists paint pro-refugee, anti-corporatisation 
messages across Union Court in advance of the redevelopment’s
                                            farewell painting activities. Slogans, including 

“no corporate unis”, “we see through you Brian” and “free the 
refugees,” are erased by ANU staff before the event occurs. 
July 11 2017: An Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage 
Trail is launched, including ANU stories about student activism 
and reconciliation, and links to relevant research schools and 
centres at ANU, such as the Tjabal Indigenous Higher Education 
Centre and the National Centre for Indigenous Studies.
July 16-22 2017: On the 30th anniversary of its inception, 
the 2017 NOWSA conference is held at the ANU.
July 21 2017: Students protest outside Parliament House in 
Canberra, carrying mattresses with messages about sexual assault 
on them to bring attention to incidences of sexual assault on campus. 
The protest, organised by Emma Henke and NOWSA, comes just a 
week before the Australian Human Rights Commission releases 
the results of a national student survey on sexual assault.
July 25 2017: The NTEU and student activists organise a ‘Christmas In 
July’ event at the pop-up village, protesting the ANU’s proposal to force 
ANU staff members to use their annual leave over the Christmas break.
August 1 2017: In response to the release of the Australian Human Rights 
Commission’s National Report on Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment 
at Australian Universities, a ‘Sit In and Speak Out’ is coordinated by 
ANUSA and PARSA, and the Women’s and Queer Departments. The 
protest is held to coincide with a meeting of the Vice Chancellors.
August 9 2017: Four undergraduate students interrupt 
Senate Question time over proposed higher education 
cuts and are forcibly removed by security. 
August 16 2017: Members of ANU RAC heckle Bill Shorten 
at an event hosted by ANU Labor over the party’s refugee 
policy and position on offshore mandatory detention. 
August 26 2017: Students continue to lobby the ANU for 
comprehensive action on sexual assault, particularly a centralised 
policy, during Open Day. Held as prospective students and parents 
gather for lunch, a speak-out led by the Women’s Department 
criticises ANU’s response to the AHRC report as “hollow words.”
September 2 2017: ANU Students including Anna Dennis and Con 
Karavias help organise Equal Love Canberra’s rally for marriage equality. 
An estimated 4000 march in support, making it the largest mobilisation 

in Canberra since 2003’s anti-Iraq War demonstrations and 
the largest ever Canberra mobilisation for LGBTI+ rights. 
September 12 2017: PhD Students help launch the Casuals 
Activist Network (CAN) seeking to improve conditions for 
PhD casuals and other workers in similar conditions.
September 18 2017: The ANU RAC launches its campaign 
against the university’s Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection and Border Force, dropping banners from 
Baldessin carpark and postering the campus.
September 27 2017: Students, staff and activists from across 
the ANU community hold the ‘Who Owns the University’ 
forum. Speakers from the NTEU, Education Department, 
Indigenous Department, ANU Refugee Action Committee, 
ANU Fossil Free and UnionsACT all discuss current issues 
and campaigns and commit to closely working together. 
October 19 2017: ANU Fossil Free members join the 
wider Canberra community at a protest at the National 
Press Club outside of PM Turnbull and Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg’s breakfast with the Australian Industry 
group, demanding a ban on fracking in the NT. 
October 26 2017: In the midst of the marriage equality 
postal survey, ANUSA, PARSA, ANU Sport, Woroni, ANU 
Ally, the Queer Department and the NTEU hold Queer* 
Solidarity Day, encouraging students to vote Yes and 
hearing demands from the Queer Department.
November 3 2017: Students from the ANU RAC and activists 
from the broader Canberra community occupy the Department 
of Immigration and Border Protection office on Lonsdale street 
as humanitarian crisis unfolds on Manus Island. 7 activists, 
including 3 PhD students, Dylan Clements, Judith Pabian and 
Lina Koleilat and 2 undergraduate students, Anna Dennis and 
Vanamali Hermans, are arrested and charged with trespass.
November 14 2017: After it’s announced the NUS has failed to 
meet accountability, transparency and conduct conditions, the 
ANU again formally disaccredits from the peak Student Union. 

February 2002: Jo Hunt and other student activists help establish the ANU 
Refugee Action Collective, now known as the ANU Refugee Action Committee. 
April 13 2002: Student activists and others from the wider Canberra community rally peacefully 
outside the Israeli embassy in support of a free Palestine. ANU academic and socialist, Rick Kuhn, 
speaks of his Jewish heritage and against the Israeli Defence Force and occupation of Palestine.
May 27 2002: More than 100 students attend ANUSA’s annual general meeting, at which
students vote to oppose to mandatory detention and support an asylum seekers official policy. 
The motion is endorsed by the ANU Refugee Action Committee, the Environment, Women’s 
and Education Collectives, the Queer officer and the ANU Muslim Association, however is 
partly blocked and sabotaged by ANUSA office-bearers at the meeting and doesn’t pass.
October 31 2002: An anti-war speakout is held at lunchtime, initiated by Resistance 
and supported by the ANU Muslim Association, Socialist Alternative, the International 
Socialist Organisation as well as the NTEU and the Trades and Labor Council.

February 26 2003: A 
performance from the 
Chasers is held as part of 
a ‘Fight plaque not Iraq’ rally 
organised by ANUSA during 
O’Week. Hundreds of students 
attend before attacking 
a giant “John Howard 
piñata” with a cricket bat.
March 5 2003: An 
international student strike 
is held against the Iraq War. 
Students march from Union 
Court to a rally in Civic. 
March 23 2003: ANU 
students join broad anti-war 
protests in Canberra as the war 
in Iraq gathers momentum.

1999: Students hold rallies to 
protest the introduction of a goods 
and services tax (the GST). 
June 24 1999: With the support of 
student activists, more than 900 staff 
vote overwhelmingly to demand an 
enterprise bargaining agreement that 
guarantees no net job losses, maintenance 
of superannuation contributions, and a pay 
rise in line with other large universities. 
The meeting is the largest union-organised 
meeting at ANU for at least a decade.

June 23 1971: Member for ACT, Mr Kep Enderby, encourages students 
to maintain a vigil outside the South African Embassy.
June 30 1971: 2500 Canberrans stage a peaceful protest against the Vietnam 
War. 2000 students march from university halls of residence along police lines on 
Northbourne Avenue to the Department of Labour and National Service.
July 7 1971: Canberra police request talks with ANU student leader, 
Michael Wright, before the South African Springboks rugby team arrives 
in Canberra in the hope of preventing ‘misunderstandings’. 
July 12 1971: Student anti-apartheid leaders confirm possession of 500 smoke bombs, 
hidden in preparation for protests against the Springboks’ rugby match against the ACT.
July 13 1971: More than 100 students demonstrate at the Canberra airport to 
protest the arrival of John Mills, South Africa’s then ambassador to Australia. 
July 16 1971: Bruce Hall resident Laurence Somosi becomes the first person to 
be convicted under the new Public Order and Protection of Persons and Property 
Act. He is fined $100 for an obstruction charge obtained during the Day of Rage.

July 19 1971: 100 anti-apartheid demonstrators, many of whom are students, gather 
at the Canberra airport to protest the arrival of the South African rugby team. 
July 21 1971: 43 people, many of whom are students, are arrested 
in protests at the Springbok rugby match in Canberra. 
July 23 1971: ANU chemistry students belonging to the anti-apartheid movement 
manufacture a gas released into the Springboks’ dressing room before the match 
against the ACT. The gas, later identified as ethane dithiol, causes a number of police 
and civilians to fall ill. The ANUSA President denies the gas is toxic or dangerous. 
August 24 1971: Bruce Hall resident, Chris Swinbank, is fined $50 on a charge of obstruction under 
the Public Order and Protection of Persons and Property Act. He tells the Court he had been telling 
demonstrators to calm down when he was grabbed and thrown into the back of a police van. 
September 9 1971: Part-time ANU students protest the University Council’s 
failure to disclose an investigation into part-time education.
 1971:  Student Steven Padgham is jailed in Goulburn for 7 days for 
failing to attend the National Service Medical Examination.
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