Words | Jane Bannon

Last month | met with Rob and Adrian Wearn, brothers who own and o

_ . perate M
Quarries Pty LFd, a company started by their father back in the early 1960s. 5
| had spoken briefly the week before with Rob and he had told me that after his father, John

Macquarie Wearn, had completed his schooling he had begun studying dentistry ney
L] " [ - & St !
University - just like his father before him. | was keen to learn how a man goes f?;rﬁ

quarrying. How does such a career change come about?
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Two issues ago Earthmoving Equipment Review Magazine featured a story on a wonderiul
family by the name of Wearn. When | was interviewing brothers, Rob and Adrian Wearn for the
first story, the subject of their Flintstone Mack kept arising and | could see that this truck held a very

special place in the hearts of Mulgoa Quarries and the men who work there. So | ventured back o
Penrith to learn more of this fondly thought of truck, and met up with Adrian Wearn and Brian Wall
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_John Wearn. founder.of Mulgoa Quar- John Wearn was able to negotiate a deal for
ries, was happy with himself when he purchased  the purchase of one of these trucks and two rows
= brand new 1968 Flintstone Mack in Mack green. - of eight steel float.. . The original engine was an
i was 2 nreat deal at the time as one of the Mack "ENDT675 Maxidyne, although it only developed
dealerst .p‘; n Sydney, Chipping Norton to be = 237hp it produced a massive (for that time) 906
taken delivery of two Flintstone Mack ft Ib of torque. It produced this torque from 1100
irucks with 44,000 pound ass ends and a double-  revs up 1o 2100rpm with a five-speed gear box,

._J. Lssis rail for one client. However, the sale fell  Thetrucks number plate was registered as
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throuagh ana the salesiman ;;{)JJ{;H;“TI{ I'rJf_yll h:‘-J jf)r.l * i K‘:_‘”}’j ti”{i I was Hl“i]”f:tﬁ,t da ““[k ”"dt Ih SO "ﬂl"ﬂ“
aver it. However. that still left two unsold trucks loved hadn't been given a name other than FTK
sitting on the ot or the Flintstone.

According 10 an official price list from February 19649 FTK963 Is now 43 years old, and she has had

the top-of-the-line R685RS (with a poweriul 23/hp — many replacements and many drivers but it has
engine!) had a standard price of $25,170 plus tax all been a labour af love
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Four years after the purchase money was alite
tight; John Wearn made the degision to sell s
float.“This meant the Flintstone was nmm
Operated solely as a steel tri-axie tipper.

Now-that the Flintstone was being “59"
tipper only, she was mainly being worked
Mogo Quarry carting hard rock. This meant 8¢
eral trips a day on the punt at W‘isemaﬂ’sw
where she had several adventures. Ononﬁ
ticular trip, the weight of FTK swamped the
even breaking through timbers. It was thand
ered that inspectors were on their way to IeS
tigate this incident. But the locals rallﬂd
the stricken punt and truck. grabblng
began moving shovel loads of gra\‘r‘m
10 reduce the load. Whilst this was
lady in the post office actually drove bad‘-ﬂw

\ y arov 3
quarry for the sole purpose of obtaining & € i
weigh ticket for the driver to hand to the | ""'::"', n i
Fines were averted, the punt regalﬁed ol
and FTK was able to continue its job 1o he

i &




tu qet clear as
sulky until nothl IQ &uﬂawed) A_naw short motor was required as the
| jpon l'liod(was finally worn out.

' ' Inthe rnid 1970s FTK continued carting the hard
- rock out of Mogo to Kincumber ta the Gosford
Comrﬁte Plants. as well as shale to State Bricks
at Schoﬂelds and Rooty Hill, Clark Bricks at Pros-
pect andZacuba Bricks at Cecil Park."FTK did this
type 01‘ work for the next 20 odd years. By 1990
neighbour : she was carting shale to Boral Bricks, Austral and
l’ﬁd Iﬁldran and PQH As it was it was still on slide rails, many
" other duties beckoned including moving dozer
blades and mabile crushers, etcetera, In 1999
the FTK was an internal tipper at Mulgoa before
finishing up the year by becoming a float again,
mind you still on rails just in case she was sitting
around. It's amazing what odd jobs do come up
around a quarry, almost always an adventure,

orning.

 cab Eﬂdjpbusling the ass rmri
' roﬂmaﬂl}‘uuﬁ- moembors
rossed stecl), roplacing most of tha
@8, rebuliding the engine and tho gear
) raplacing tho

slidde ralls and u-bolt

e t ﬁ\at u-bolt attached five-wheel mounts were now

The more modern "big rigs” of the mid to late 70s
had Cummins 335 horse power engines but stll
only put out similar torque numbers, The difference
was“the old girl* had this torque from 1100 revs
and she only needed a five-speed gearbox (Maxi-
torque triple countershatft), The big rigs had their
torque from 1600 revs up and needed 15-speed
Roadranger gearboxes.

The FTK's longest serving regular driver would
be George Besant: George drove her as both a
tipper and a float for about five years, He kept
her working every day, all day, hauling the same
number of loads and carrying the same tonnage
as the newer trucks which had more horse power
However, as the other drivers of these “modem”
trucks went home tired and exhausted, George
went home feeling pretty good due to the fact that
he only had to deal with a five-speed gear box,
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whilst the new trucks had 15-speed gearboxes
that their dnvers had 1o work through constantly.
Eventuzlly. the cab 'was completely worn out as
was the engine and the gear box housing. And so,
the #TK sat, for months, in'the yard. There was a
shortage of fime 1o work on a truck when so much
work was required on everything else, but eventually
Rab, Adrian and Brian could no longer bear the sight

~= =174

of the FTK just sitfing there in the yard neglected,
and 1o use Adrian’s wards, “foriorn and unwanted.”

So they setio work.on her. Rob Weam approyed
a newer 850 E£7 4 yalve engine 1o be instalied; the
onginal gearox was replaced Dy a Secos \d-hand
13-speed Hoaorar el She was also given a new
oaint job —om the onging Miack green 1o the Uﬂgi i
yrr_-:h’_a,:', of M JNO0a Ouarries (new Mack ’{":HUH}

Hepairs and repiacements nave pecome almost

lengendary onk K. Speedos nave peel ”‘:[}!afﬁ.‘:fj

nerous times and the truck has operated
for exiensive perods of time without a working
speedo, but by Adrian s estimations the FTK has

covereg maofe tnan tnree mitlhon mies!
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The cab was completely replaced in the mid-
80s by a second-hand Mack cab. Guards and the
bonnet have been replaced with stainless steel
ones ($o0 no more rusting out these parts).

Another float was purchased for the old girl and
the Flintstone went back to float duty. She has
certainly carried some heavy burdens with dignity
and without any fuss. One of her largest loads
would have been the time she carried a 50 tonne
Euclid that has two engines interstate.

By the mid-1980s the FTK “broke-in” the new
recruits to Mulgoa Quarries. They would drive FTK
until they understood the dynamics of the com-
pany and the jobs involved before moving on to
the more modern trucks in the fleet.

Adrian, after Rob, was also another young driver
who cut his teeth on the FTK. Doug Frater was
responsible for teaching Adrian how to handie her
and he did this with a quick swipe to the back of the
head each time he grinded the gears. Eventually

WITH THE STAFF OF MULGOA QUARRIES.

though, Adrian would achieve his truck licence with
the help of Doug and the old girl. Doug Frater was
also a terrific role model for the Wearn boys." Doug
was proud of working and taking care of such a
straightforward and hard working truck.

Speaking with Brian Wall, who has overseen the
care of this truck since 19721t is clear that the
truck has becaome a bit of legend with the staff
of Mulgoa Quarries. Brian was responsible for
putting in a later model turbo froma “coolpower”
285hp Mack engine with a bit more boost so that
the old girl could keep up with the 350s,.Doug
Frater, who was driving her at that time thinks this
(Wwrbo, along with a slight fuel adjustment made her

a hard truck to pass going up any steep hills. =

By 1999 another float was purchased which thes
rebuilt and repaired; although the FTK was stil
doing occasional tipper work. o

The FTK has travelled far and wide in this cous
try. Across to Perth carting dumpers, she hast AW
elled north and south, east and west when play
ing the role of a courier and delivering equipf ;
for Wabco: and up to Brisbane in 1999 to Drake
Floats for an updated float. She was already we
known and Rob Wearn received a call frum "
Williams’ owner, who'd spotted her just out 1
Coffs Harbour, cheekily enquiring as whether Ihg
FTK’s driver was lost...it'd been awhile since the
FTK had gone on a long haul. 8

Travelling the Pacific Highway in a truck bl
in the 60s is not a comfortable experience. The
shock absorbers on the FTK are virtually nog
existent. She sits on a huge spring pack onth
rear suspension and the cab is bolted down
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Adrian says it is much better to stand up whil
Crossing bridges. Any items that you mightt
10 puton the seat are better off being put onis
floorin the first place because that is where the
are going to wind up anyway before too |0ng4

In 1988 power steering was eventually putl
Air conditioning had been installed some yed:
before (out of an XB Ford and handy for M
half an hour). One of the FTK's Iong-tarm_'
ers had been given a choice — air conditioning 0‘
power steering. The driver, known to.allas POREIS
because of his muscular arms, chose air condifo
Ing, The air conditioning is still working in thét
Justas well as it did way back then - freezing GO
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