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Sample Response 6 marks

Source B, a radio speech delivered by Japanese Prime Minister Prince Konoye in 1938, is a valuable source for
historians studying Japan’s ambitions in the Asia-Pacific. As a primary source, it provides direct insight into
Japan’s official position during a key period of expansion. The speech reveals the language and rhetoric used
by the Japanese government to justify its actions, particularly through repeated emphasis on ideas such as
“development” and “cooperation”. This is significant as it highlights how Japan sought to present its expansion
into regions such as Manchukuo as benevolent and necessary for regional stability. For historians, this assists
in understanding Japan’s geopolitical intentions and the role of propaganda in shaping public opinion, both
domestically and internationally. The fact that the speech was broadcast by radio further increases its value,
as it was intended for mass consumption and reflects the messages the government wanted widely
disseminated.

However, Source B also has notable limitations. As an official speech by the Prime Minister, it is inherently
biassed and propagandistic, designed to legitimise Japan’s expansionist policies rather than provide an
objective account. It presents a one-sided narrative that excludes the perspectives of other nations affected
by Japanese aggression, such as China, as well as dissenting voices within Japan itself. This limits its usefulness
for understanding the full impact and motivations behind Japan’s ambitions. Additionally, the speech is
specific to 1938 and may not fully reflect the long-term evolution of Japan’s Asia-Pacific strategy. Therefore,
while Source B is valuable for analysing official rhetoric and propaganda, it must be used alongside other
sources to gain a balanced historical understanding.
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