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Commonage 
Lands in S'ólh 

Téméxw

Pekw’xe:yles (St. Mary’s) is one of three shared 
reserves within S'ólh Téméxw.

Coqualeetza is still in the process of an 
Additions to Reserve (ATR). Our purpose is to 
complete the Coqualeetza ATR and develop 
a structure on how to deal with these shared 
lands once this process has been completed.

Xá:ytem is a federally and provincially 
recognized Heritage Site which is held in 
common as fee simple land through the Stó:lō 
Heritage Trust Society.



Commonage 

Reserves

Overall



Commonage 
Info At a 

Glance

• 10.34 hectares (25.55 Acres)

• ATR vote November 26, 2003

• Parcel 1, Plan 22017, District Lot 3, New 
Westminster Land District

Pekw’xe:yles

• 22.33 hectares (55.18 acres)

• ATR vote November 24, 2005

Coqualeetza

• 7.3 hectares (18.04 acres)

• In 2006 transferred to Stó:lō Heritage Trust Society

• May 18, 2006 - Ministerial order No. M 119

Xá:ytem



Pekw’xe:yles / Coqualeetza/ Xá:ytem
Commonage Communities

 Aitchelitz

 Chawathil

 Cheam

 Kwantlen

 Kwaw Kwaw Apilt

 Leq’a:mel

 Matsqui

 Shxw’ow’hamel

 Popkum

 Scowlitz

 Seabird Island

 Shxwhá:y Village 

 Skawahlook

 Skowkale

 Skwah

 Soowahlie

 Sts’ailes

 Sumas

 Squiala 

 Tzeachten

 Yakweakwioose

Xá:ytem includes:

❖ Peters 

❖ Union Bar

❖ Yale



XÁ:YTEM

Tours offered to the School 
District for Abbotsford and 
Mission

Ground tours offered and  
booked by the general public

Both are slow and receiving 

minimal bookings to date

Self guided tours – year round

CURRENT USAGE OF THE 

COMMONAGE PROPERTIES

18 tenants

14 tenants



Pekw’xe:yles 

(St. Mary’s) 
Additions to 

Reserve 
Results – 

November 

26, 2003



Coqualeetza Additions to Reserve 

Results – November 24, 2005 



Pekw’xe:yles (St. Mary’s)
Reserve Boundaries



St. Mary’s at a distance
Nuns Residence

Chapel & Main Entrance Gym at St. Mary’s
Main Bld West Wing & Little Willows Daycare



St. Mary’s East Wing Rear
St. Mary’s Rear and Outdoor Playground

St. Mary’s East and North Wings Little Willows Daycare and Chapel



Pekw’xe:yles

Timeline of Events

c.1861 –  St. Mary’s was 
a parcel of land 
granted to the Order of 
the Oblates

1861

a St. Mary’s residential 
school for ‘Indian 
Children’ was 
constructed (original 
location) at the Fraser 
River)

1863

the residential school 
location was moved to 
what is now Heritage 
Park

1880s

Order of the Oblates 
transfers ownership of 
the property to the 
Crown

1960

the Crown constructed 
a new St. Mary’s 
residential school for 
Indian children (current 
Pekw’xe:yles grounds) 
which operated until 
1984

1960

St. Mary’s was leased to 
Coqualeetza Education 
Training Centre

1984

Deputy Minister of INAC 
approves the ATR 
principle with conditions

1991

Environmental 
assessment and land 
clean up was carried out

1993

Community Plan 
prepared for the site

1993



Pekw’xe:yles

Timeline of Events…continued

Letter to communities outlining the 
possible ATR and relevant info

2002

Community information sessions 
hosted by the Stó:lō Nation

2003

ATR is complete; Order in Council 
June 30, 2005 and lease to Stó:lō 
Nation are registered

2005

ATR Working Group grants access to 
District of Mission for an 
Archaelogical Impact Assessment to 
be completed for a proposed trail

2008



Coqualeetza
Property Boundaries



Building 1 - Xyólheméylh Building 8B – Government House

Building 7 - Health Building 8A – Operations Staff



Building 5 - Finance and SASET

Building 10

SRRMC

Building 9 - Daycare



Coqualeetza

Timeline of Events

1886

Methodist 
missionaries 
establish 
Coqualeetza 
Mission Home on 
Knight Road

1892

Local farmer grants 
33.9 acres (13.3 
hectares) of 
Coqualeetza site to 
Methodist Church 
to build residential 
school

26 Apr. 1893

Coqualeetza 
Industrial Institute 
officially opens

1920

Mandatory school 
attendance of 
Aboriginal children 
enforced

July 1924

Old Coqualeetza 
building demolished

Oct. 1924

New Coqualeetza 
School opened

26 Nov. 1935

Tuberculosis 
preventorium 
opened

1940

Coqualeetza 
Residential School 
closes



Coqualeetza

Timeline of Events…continued

1941

Coqualeetza Indian 
Hospital opens

19 Nov. 1948

Fire destroys north 
wing of hospital

1968–1969

Skulkayn Indian 
Band (Skowkale) 
begins maintaining 
grounds and 
buildings

Sep. 1969

Coqualeetza Indian 
Hospital officially 
closes

1969–1979

Negotiations with 
federal and BC 
governments for 
Stó:lō control of 
Coqualeetza 
property

1973–1974

Coqualeetza 
cultural education 
begins

June 1974

Old hospital and 
nurses’ residence 
buildings used as 
Armed Forces 
barracks

3 May 1976

Stó:lō occupy 
Coqualeetza 
grounds – 26 
arrested



Coqualeetza

Timeline of Events…continued

1989

Nurses residence 
renovated – Building 
#5

1994

Old hospital/barracks 
renovated into Stó:lō 
Nation Administrative 
offices – Building #1

1999

Si:ya:m Lalem (Stó:lō 
Government House) 
opens – Building #8B

2000

City of Chilliwack 
attempts to collect 
property taxes from 
Stó:lō Nation (lawsuit 
lodged)

2003

Daycare opens – 
Building #9

Sep. 2004

Health building opens 
– Building #7

2004

Lawsuit for property 
taxes; settled out of 
court.  $800,000 held 
in trust until a service 
agreement is 
completed ($200K 
from SN/$600K from 
ISC)

15 Apr. 2005

21 communities 
confirm interest



Coqualeetza

Timeline of Events…continued

30 June 2005

Joint Management 
Agreement completed

24 Nov. 2005

Community member 
vote confirming interest 
in joint ownership

2006

Lawyers and the City of 
Chilliwack identify 
outstanding issues 
needed to complete 
before the ATR can be 
completed

27 June 2008

ToR is agreed upon by 
Canada, City of 
Chilliwack, and Stó:lō.  
The City was to decide 
on the frontage lands 
and the agricultural 
RoW

2010

Stó:lō Resource Centre 
opens – Building #10

2012

Coqualeetza 
Educational Longhouse 
rebuilt

2020

Environmental 
Assessment complete

2022

FRPFIA lease coming up 
for review / two 
easement finalized by 
City of Chilliwack and 
Canada – Wrap up BCR 
from all 21 communities 
with a ministerial order 
requested.



Coqualeetza Building Map

Bld  #1 – Xyólheméylh

Bld #7 – Health Building

Bld #8B – Government House

Bld #8A – Operations staff

Bld #5 – Finance & SASET

Bld # 9 – Daycare

Bld # 10 - SRRMC



Xá:ytem
Property Boundaries



Xa:ytem Field Xa:ytem Interpretative Centre

Xa:ytem Pit Houses Xa:ytem Picnic Area



Xá:ytem

Timeline of Events

Ancient house(s) constructed 5,000 years ago; occupation of the site 
continues for thousands of years

7-9,000 years ago – The earliest ancestral occupation of this location 
date back (radiocarbon dating) as far back as 9,000 years ago

Sxwoxwiyam – the Distant Past; Three Si:ya:m are turned to stone by 
Xexa:ls



Xá:ytem

Timeline of Events

Property was in the process of 
being developed as a 
residential subdivision, with 
Hatzic Rock scheduled to be 
blown up

1990

Friends of Hatzic Rock Society 
forms to counteract potential 
development threat

1991

Xá:ytem was 
commemorated as a 
national historical site

1992

Xá:ytem Heritage Interpretive 
site was purchased from a 
private developer by the 
Provincial Government

1993

Provincial Government 
owned, governed and 
operated the site, financed 
through a subsidy

1993–2006

Ownership of the site and fee 
simple land title was 
transferred to Stó:lō Heritage 
Trust Society (SHTS); the 
operational subsidy was not 
continued

2006

Closure of Xá:ytem 
temporarily as there was no 
sustainable funding for 
operations

2010

Renewed maintenance / 
improvements and use (SD 
32 Grade 6 Programs; Public 
Programs; Events/Meetings) 
in collaboration with the SHTS

2019–2021



Next Steps to Complete ATR

 the FRPFIA lease needs to be reviewed and updated by Canada according to 
Sto:lo’s last feedback, then Sto:lo will be given a chance to review, then it will 
be signed off by Canada and Sto:lo Nation

 The two easements will need to be signed off by the City of Chilliwack and 
Canada, and the money will be put into suspense

 Once that is done, a wrap-up BCR will need to be signed by all 21 First Nations

 Then the Ministerial Order requesting that the lands be added to reserve will be 
submitted to the Minister of CIRNAC

 Once the lands are added to reserve, the $600,000 will be divided equally 
amongst the 21 First Nations



Next Steps

What suggestions 
going forward?

Who is willing to 
over see or start 

the process – 
develop a 
committee
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