BREWSTER LADIES’ LIBRARY - TOWN OF BREWSTER
Community Refrigerator Program
Policies & Guidelines
About the Program
The Brewster Ladies’ Library Community Refrigerator offers free, fresh produce, packaged food, and healthy prepared meals to all members of the community. Inspired by other similar initiatives like Provincetown’s Crop Swap and Eastham’s Community Refrigerator, our fridge operates on a simple principle: take what you need, share what you can. No questions asked.

The refrigerator is located at the Brewster Ladies’ Library and is accessible during regular library hours.

The Community Refrigerator is a collaborative program of the Brewster Ladies’ Library and the Brewster Health Department.
Program Policies
Access
1. The Community Refrigerator is open to everyone. No person may be denied access to the food or the area surrounding the refrigerator. There is no eligibility criteria, income verification, or library card required.
2. Patrons are encouraged to take only what they need so that the refrigerator remains available to all community members.
Accepted Donations
3. Only the following items are accepted: fully packaged, commercially produced foods; and fresh, uncut produce (fruits and vegetables) that are completely intact, free from any abrasions or cut in a way that exposes the flesh under the skin. 
4. Homemade or home-canned foods are not permitted.
5. Donated items must be within their “best by” or expiration date. Produce should be fresh, undamaged, and free of mold or rot.
6. Any person, organization, or business wishing to make regular donations should contact the Library in advance to coordinate drop-off procedures.
7. The Library reserves the right to decline or remove any donation that does not meet program guidelines.
Maintenance & Oversight
8. Only Library staff or trained program volunteers may clean the refrigerator and monitor contents for freshness and safety.
9. The refrigerator will be inspected on a regular schedule. Expired, spoiled, or otherwise unsuitable items will be removed promptly.
10. A Maintenance Checklist and Program Log will be maintained by Library staff and are available upon request at the library’s main desk.
Volunteering & Donations
11. Community volunteers are welcome to assist with quality-checking produce, coordinating with donors, and spreading the word about the program. All volunteers must be trained by Health Department/Library staff before participating.
12. Individuals or organizations interested in volunteering or becoming regular donors should contact the Library directly.
General Conduct
13. All patrons are expected to treat the refrigerator, its contents, and other community members with respect. The Library’s general Code of Conduct applies to the area around the Community Refrigerator.
14. Please remember to wash all fruits and vegetables before consuming them. Bags are not provided; patrons are encouraged to bring their own.
15. The Town of Brewster and the Library assumes no liability for the quality or safety of donated items. Patrons accept all food at their own risk.
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