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Consider these features when choosing a device:

¢ ¥��
�������������������	���������
¢ ����������������
¢ £���������
��������������������
¢ ���������������������
������������������
¢ �������������
¢ ������������������������������������
¢ ����
�������������������
¢ ������������

GPS
GPS units are operated by caregivers and 
purchased through retail methods, such as 
angelsense.com.

Radio Frequency
Radio frequency units run through law 
enforcement, such as projectlifesaver.org.
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Some children and dependent adults may experience frequent or intense 
wandering/elopement behaviors. Incidents can happen quickly, without 
warning, and often during everyday routines like sleeping, outings, or travel.

Protective and adaptive equipment is designed to reduce life-threatening 
risks while helping your loved one safely participate in daily life.

Children or dependent adults may:
• Leave the home at night while caregivers sleep
• Bolt suddenly in parking lots or public places
• Unbuckle or escape car seats during travel
• Move unpredictably in busy or unfamiliar environments

Because wandering/elopement can happen in seconds, families 
often need layered safety tools to reduce risk.

• Enclosed or adaptive beds are 
designed to help prevent night-
time wandering and support safe 
sleep.

• Adaptive strollers or secure 
wagons are built to enhance 
security during community 
activities or in public spaces.

• Adaptive car seats provide added 
harnessing and security for those 
who unbuckle, escape, or move 
unsafely during travel.

State Assistive Technology Programs:
Funding guidance by state
www.at3center.net/state-at-programs/

A�rm: Pay-over-time �nancing
www.a�rm.com

UnitedHealthcare Children’s Foundation:
www.uhccf.org/apply-for-a-grant

United Way / 211 Resource Network:
Dial 211 or visit www.211.org

Variety: The Children’s Charity
www.variety.org

zPods Sleep Foundation: 
Grants Resource Center
www.zpodssleepfoundation.org/grants

For guidance or support:
info@autismsafetycouncil.org
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TIP

Adaptive equipment should always be selected with your loved one’s individual needs in mind and reviewed 
regularly as they grow and change. These tools should balance safety with emergency and �re safety consider-
ations and work as part of a broader safety plan that also includes supervision and skill-building.
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Alert Others Using 
a Pro�le Form

Identify Nearby Water
Using Google Maps

Snap a Picture of
Your Child Each Day

Assigned Locations 
List the main places your child/adult may likely go, 
especially nearby ponds, lakes, pools. Be speci�c.

Assigned Search Partner
Include their name and mobile number.

Take a picture of this section & text it to your group.

 autismsafetycouncil.org    |  888.471.NASC | © 2026 National Autism Safety Council. All Rights Reserved.

A Family Emergency Response Plan ensures everyone knows exactly what to do the moment a 
wandering/elopement incident occurs. Having roles, contacts, and search steps prepared in advance saves critical 
time and helps families respond quickly, calmly, and in a coordinated way.

Instructions: Identify trusted search partners who can help look for your child or dependent if they go missing. Set 
a meeting and decide in advance where to search, how to contact each other, and what steps to take. Assign each 
person a speci�c search area and choose one emergency contact to stay with younger children or dependents if 
needed. Be sure to focus search areas on nearby water, such as ponds and pools. 

The Purpose of This Plan

��Search partners live or work nearby.
��Search partners understand your child/ dependent and their behaviors.
� Assigned locations have been discussed and visited in advance.
� To snap a picture of your loved one daily. 

Make sure:

 

Identify Nearby Water: Type your address into Google 
Maps to identify bodies of water closest to your home.
Alert Others: Provide an “about sheet” or personal pro�le 
form that educates trusted family members, neighbors, & 
search partners about your child/dependent.
Create Group Text: Create a Group Text & Contact for 
family members, neighbors, and search partners, and 
assign it a name so you can easily text everyone at the 
same time. 

Tips for Creating an Emergency Plan

Immediately call 
911 and search nearby 

water when a child 
or dependent with 
autism is missing. 
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Immediately call 
911 and search nearby 

water when a child 
or dependent with 
autism is missing. 
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Before an Emergency
Using Google Maps
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This is my house. I live in my house 
with my family.

It’s important for me
to stay in my house.

When I stay in my house,
my parents will know

where I am.

Staying in my house will 
keep me safe.

Mom & dad will be
happy I am safe.

Social Story: Stay Safe in My House

My Name Is:  _______________________

Picture of house or apartment Picture of child with family by house

Picture of child in house. Picture of child with parents.

Picture of child in house with family. Picture of happy parents.

Customize with your own images.

24/29 autismsafetycouncil.org |  888.471.NASC | © 2026 National Autism Safety Council. All Rights Reserved.



25/29 autismsafetycouncil.org |  888.471.NASC | © 2026 National Autism Safety Council. All Rights Reserved.

WANDER
WATCHER

I ’m the

���������������������
�������	�����
�����������	��������������������

����������������	���������������
���������
����
����
���
�����
��

����������	���������������������
��������
�����	���������������

�������������
����

�������������������	���
���	�����������������������������

�
��������������	�������������������������������������������
���������
��

�
����������������������������������������¦�����������	��
�����������������

Cut, laminate or cover in plastic, and use a hole punch 
for the opening. This can be worn around the neck.

Tool: Wander Watcher Tag

National 
Autism Safety 
Council™ 
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Name: ________________________                Age/DOB: __________

Caregiver: _______________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Alt Phone: ______________________

Address: ________________________________________________ 

Height:________ Weight:________

Hair Color: ____________________

Eye Color: _____________________

Birthmarks / Scars: ______________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

 Stay calm and relaxed  Give me time and space if safe
 Contact my caregiver 
 Use simple phrases  
 I may try to leave again — please watch me

My Style of Communication

 Nonspeaking Speak verbally     Short phrases 

 AAC device   Spelling through keyboard or other

Gestures/visuals Selective/Minimal

Best way to talk to me: ________________________________________

Fidget  Phone / tablet  Music/Show_________________

Snack (________________)  Water bottle/other___________

Noise-canceling Headphones Weighted Blanket 

What Calms Me Down

 Loud noise     Crowds          Being rushed      Strong smells      

 Touch     Bright lights       Changes           Being startled

What Escalates Me

 Seizures  Asthma  Diabetes  Pica        Panic Disorder    

 Self-Injurious Behaviors   Allergies: ____________________________  

 Wanders/elopes  Other: __________________________________

Medications and/or Restrictions: ________________________________

___________________________________________________________

My Medical and Safety Information

How to Help Me

Radio Frequency 
Tracking Number (if applicable)__________________________________

Date: __________

Other: ___________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Other: ___________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Medical Contacts:

My Doctor:________________

_________________________

Preferred Hospital:__________

_________________________ 

 
Immediately call  911 

and search nearby  
water if a child or  
dependent with  

autism is missing

Hold out a cookie, water, phone or �dget

Use �rst/then “First ______, then______.”
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Group Name: ____________________
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Alert Others Using 
a Pro�le Form

Identify Nearby Water
Using Google Maps

Snap a Picture of
Your Child Each Day

Assigned Locations 
List the main places your child/adult may likely go, 
especially nearby ponds, lakes, pools. Be speci�c.

Assigned Search Partner
Include their name and mobile number.

Take a picture of this section & text it to your group.
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A Family Emergency Response Plan ensures everyone knows exactly what to do the moment a wandering/elope-
ment incident occurs. Having roles, contacts, and search steps prepared in advance saves critical time and helps 
families respond quickly, calmly, and in a coordinated way.

Instructions: Identify trusted search partners who can help look for your child or dependent if they go missing. Set 
a meeting and decide in advance where to search, how to contact each other, and what steps to take. Assign each 
person a speci�c search area and choose one emergency contact to stay with younger children or dependents if 
needed. Be sure to focus search areas on nearby water, such as ponds and pools. 

The Purpose of This Plan

��Search partners live or work nearby.
��Search partners understand your child/ dependent and their behaviors.
� Assigned locations have been discussed and visited in advance.
� To snap a picture of your loved one daily. 

Make sure:

 

Identify Nearby Water: Type your address into Google 
Maps to identify bodies of water closest to your home.
Alert Others: Provide an “about sheet” or personal pro�le 
form that educates trusted family members, neighbors, & 
search partners about your child/dependent.
Create Group Text: Create a Group Text & Contact for 
family members, neighbors, and search partners, and 
assign it a name so you can easily text everyone at the 
same time. 

Tips for Creating an Emergency Plan

Immediately call 
911 and search nearby 

water when a child 
or dependent with 
autism is missing. 
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List the main places your child/adult may likely go, 
especially nearby ponds, lakes, pools. Be speci�c.

Assigned Search Partner
Include their name and mobile number.

Take a picture of this section & text it to your group.

 autismsafetycouncil.org    |  888.471.NASC | © 2026 National Autism Safety Council. All Rights Reserved.

A Family Emergency Response Plan ensures everyone knows exactly what to do the moment a 
wandering/elopement incident occurs. Having roles, contacts, and search steps prepared in advance saves critical 
time and helps families respond quickly, calmly, and in a coordinated way.

Instructions: Identify trusted search partners who can help look for your child or dependent if they go missing. Set 
a meeting and decide in advance where to search, how to contact each other, and what steps to take. Assign each 
person a speci�c search area and choose one emergency contact to stay with younger children or dependents if 
needed. Be sure to focus search areas on nearby water, such as ponds and pools. 

The Purpose of This Plan

��Search partners live or work nearby.
��Search partners understand your child/ dependent and their behaviors.
� Assigned locations have been discussed and visited in advance.
� To snap a picture of your loved one daily. 

Make sure:

 

Identify Nearby Water: Type your address into Google 
Maps to identify bodies of water closest to your home.
Alert Others: Provide an “about sheet” or personal pro�le 
form that educates trusted family members, neighbors, & 
search partners about your child/dependent.
Create Group Text: Create a Group Text & Contact for 
family members, neighbors, and search partners, and 
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Tips for Creating an Emergency Plan

Immediately call 
911 and search nearby 

water when a child 
or dependent with 
autism is missing. 

https://www.google.com/maps


�
Tool: Stop Sign

Print and cut out stop signs 
and place them on exterior 

doors and windows. Use blank 
space for additional custom 
instruction that would reso-
nate with your child, such as 

“Bluey Says Wait.”
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Safety Resources:
National Autism Safety Council
autismsafetycouncil.org
info@autismsafetycouncil.org
888.471.NASC(6272)

National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children: 
missingkids.org
1-800-THE-LOST 

Swimming Lessons:
Safe Splash: safesplash.com
Big Blue Swim School: bigblueswimschool.com
British Swim School: britishswimschool.com
Aqua-Tots: aqua-tots.com
Check with your local YMCA
Google “adaptive swimming lessons near me”

Safety & Security Products:
AngelSense GPS: angelsense.com 
Vivint Home Security: vivint.com
Project Lifesaver: projectlifesaver.org
MedicAlert: medicalert.org
RoadID: roadid.com

For First Responders:
National Center For Missing & Exploited Children: 
1-800-THE-LOST
Reverse 911: achildismissing.org
Smart 911: smart911.com
Project Lifesaver: projectlifesaver.org
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