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Water is fun to play in, 
like pools and splashpads

But water can hurt me
if I am alone.

If I go near water without 
mom or dad, I could get 

very sick or hurt.

Water that is brown or 
dirty can make me sick.

If I want to play near water, 
I will get my mom, dad, or teacher �rst.

Mom & dad will be
happy that I am safe.

Social Story: Stay Safe Near Water

My Name Is:  _______________________

Customize with your own images.

Picture of child with parents. Picture of child at pool 
with happy parents.
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Develop an emergency response plan in case of a 
wandering/elopement emergency. Take time to meet 
as a family to discuss and decide where to search �rst, 
how everyone will stay in contact, and what speci�c steps 
to take if wandering happens. Assign each willing person 
a speci�c search area and designate one emergency 
contact to stay with younger children if needed. 
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First Steps

   

Group Name: ____________________
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Identify Nearby Water: Type your address into Google 
Maps to identify bodies of water closest to your home.
Alert Others: Use this emergency pro�le form to alert 
trusted family members, neighbors, & search partners.
Create Group Text: Create a Group Text & Contact for 
family members, neighbors, and search partners, and 
assign it a name so you can easily text everyone at the 
same time. 

Helpful Tools & Tips

Alert Others Using 
a Pro�le Form

Identify Nearby Water
Using Google Maps

Snap a Picture of
Your Child Each Day

 
Immediately call 911 & 

search nearby water
when a child or dependent

with autism is missing.

Create a clearly named group text and share photos or 
maps of assigned search locations. Practice the plan as 
if it were a real emergency, and review and update it 
regularly to ensure everyone remains prepared. Be sure 
to keep a written copy of this plan in an easily accessible 
place.

Search Locations 
List the main places your child/adult may likely go, 
especially nearby ponds, lakes, pools. Be speci�c.

Assign trusted individuals in advance. Make sure:

� Search partners live or work nearby.
��Search partners understand my child/adult and their behaviors.
� Assigned locations have been discussed and visited in advance.

Share with caregivers, neighbors, and local responders when 
appropriate and review and update this plan regularly.

Assigned Search Partner
Include their name and mobile number.

Take a picture of this section & text it to your group.
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Name: ________________________                Age/DOB:  __________

Caregiver: _______________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Alt Phone: ______________________

Address: ________________________________________________ 

Height:________ Weight:________

Hair Color: ____________________

Eye Color: _____________________

Birthmarks / Scars: ______________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

 Stay calm and relaxed  Give me time and space if safe
 Contact my caregiver 
 Use simple phrases  
 I may try to leave again — please watch me

My Style of Communication

 Nonspeaking Speak verbally     Short phrases 

 AAC device   Spelling through keyboard or other

Gestures/visuals Selective/Minimal

Best way to talk to me: ________________________________________

Fidget  Phone / tablet  Music/Show_________________

Snack (________________)  Water bottle/other___________

Noise-canceling Headphones Weighted Blanket 

What Calms Me Down

 Loud noise     Crowds          Being rushed      Strong smells      

 Touch     Bright lights       Changes           Being startled

What Escalates Me

 Seizures  Asthma  Diabetes  Pica        Panic Disorder    

 Self-Injurous Behaviors   Allergies: ____________________________  

 Wanders/elopes  Other: __________________________________

Medications and/or Restrictions: ________________________________

___________________________________________________________

My Medical and Safety Information

How to Help Me

Radio Frequency 
Tracking Number  (if applicable)__________________________________

Date: __________

Other: ___________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Other: ___________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Medical Contacts:

My Doctor:________________

_________________________

Preferred Hospital:__________

_________________________ 

Other: ___________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

SEARCH NEARBY WATER AND ROADWAYS FIRST | SEARCH NEARBY WATER AND ROADWAYSFIR
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WATER
WATCHER

I ’m the
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Cut, laminate or cover in plastic, and use a hole 
punch for the opening. This is a larger size that 

can be worn around the neck.

Tool: Water Watcher Tag

National 
Autism Safety 
Council™ 
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WATER
WATCHER

I ’m the

Cut, laminate or cover in plastic, and use a 
hole punch for the opening. These sizes are 

designed for wrist wear.

Tool: Water Watcher Tag

National 
Autism Safety 
Council™ 

National 
Autism Safety 
Council™ 
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