Paul DeFazio
Boston, MA · paul.andrew.defazio@gmail.com
Education
	2024
	Master of Architecture (M.Arch), Rice University, Houston, TX — Thesis: Constellations. Advisor: Dawn Finley

	2017
	Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA), Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, Edinboro, PA (Honors)


Professional Experience
	2024—
	Institute for Human Centered Design (IHCD), Architectural Designer
· Created illustrated primers with guidance for specific architectural elements for Georgetown University, including passages on who benefits and how. 
· Co-authored multi-tiered inclusive design guidelines framework for Vassar College, integrating sustainability standards and international guidance.
· Contributed to development of precedent database of 50+ disability-oriented design architectural examples
· Conducted plan reviews for academic and cultural projects, ensuring ADA/ANSI compliance and incorporating international standards, peer-reviewed research, and best practices
· Preliminary research on research project Building a World Fit for People, featuring the work of 20+ contemporary disabled designers. 
· Facilitated User/Expert research groups with disabled people at multiple sites, including: Bike lanes and center-running bus platforms in Boston (MBTA); Tufts University campus accessibility audit; Peabody Museum of Natural History at Yale University
· Collaborated on ADA transition surveys for Tufts University, Louisiana State University, and multiple municipalities using GIS-based surveying and participatory methods
· Contributed to the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Inclusive Outdoor Spaces Design Guide, writing technical content and synthesizing oral histories with accessibility policies and design best practices
· Supported MBTA System-Wide Accessibility guidelines; helped develop design review checklists aligning ADA, 521 CMR, IBC, PROWAG, and MBTA internal standards, and international guidance; created supplemental guidance informed by research and user experience

	2023
	MG&Co., Wayfinding Designer — Johnston Marklee project for Swiss Consulate, San Francisco


Research & Academic Work
	2024—
	Labs for Liberation (Critical Design Lab & Digital Apothecary), Research Assistant & Co-Instructor: humanities lab led by Aimi Hamraie and Moya Bailey at Vanderbilt and Northwestern; contributed to curriculum design, teaching, and research integration

	2024—
	Institute for Human Centered Design: Building a World Fit for People: Designers with Disabilities at Work, Interview Project (forthcoming)

	2024—
	Critical Design Lab: Critical Access Primer, Project Manager — Compiled and edited entries into a draft book manuscript and curricular materials for Labs for Liberation; Led visual design, graphics, and CDL newsletter setup; Co-host (with Aimi Hamraie) of forthcoming Contra podcast season introducing Primer concepts and featuring interviews with disabled artists, scholars, and designers; managed a 4 person research team

	2023
	Critical Design Lab: Critical Access Primer, Research Team — authored entries and design charettes introducing new terms around critical access to designers; contributed to large-scale data sets mapping the field of Critical Access Studies

	2023
	Research Assistant to Dean Igor Marjanović, Red Architecten: Architectural Education in East Central Europe (1945–90) (forthcoming)

	2020-23
	Research Assistant to Prof. Scott Colman, Ludwig Hilberseimer: Reanimating Architecture and the City

	2022
	Studio Ludo: Researcher, National Study of Playgrounds


Publications & Editorial Work
Editorial Leadership
	2024
	Guest Editor for Architectural Writing Workshop, Issue 04, Decoding the Conversation

	2022
	Editor in Chief for PLAT 11: Soft and PLAT 10.5: Reflect, Editor-in-Chief (with Jane van Velden) — oversaw all aspects of production including grant applications, editorial coordination, copy-editing oversight, and design; organized roundtable and release event; managed a 7-person core team and 30+ volunteers

	2022
	Guest Editor for Paprika! Vol. 07: Reading the Room, Guest Editor (with Jerry Chow and Jane van Velden) — directed call for papers, coordinated with Yale designers, edited contributions, and organized release event

	2020-25
	Editorial and design contributions to PLAT 9.5, 10, 11.5, 12


Peer Reviewed
	2024
	Published “Fade to Black and Other Notes on Becoming.” In Journal of Arts and Communities 15, ed. Amanda Cachia, Issue: Transdisciplinarity in Disability, Art, and Design


Contributions
	2025—
	Ignacio Gálan, Architecture’s Kinships, Alt-text Writer (forthcoming book project)

	2025
	Published profile for Critical Access Primer co-authored with Aimi Hamraie in This Is Distributed Design

	2024
	Co-authored ADAI Best Practices Guide with Richard Sternadori — advocacy guide developed to integrate accessibility requirements into architecture school accreditation standards (NAAB). Co-authored the guide and created curricular materials and teaching exercises for each section; contributed to accessibility advocacy with NAAB and partner organizations

	2024
	Published “Average Ideal Bodies,” PLAT 11.5: Ordinary

	2023
	Oral history interview with photographer Paul Hester (co-interviewed with Zee (Ruizi) Zeng), combining archival research; published in Cite 104

	2023
	Published “Summer Camp Architecture.” Paprika! Vol. 8, Issue 1: Transient Nostalgia

	2020-22
	Published in ARC Journal, including A Conversation About Identity with Estafania Barajas; Notes on the Water School; Incompleteness (co-authored with Juhi Parikh and Will Sun). Contributed writing, design, and editing


Teaching Experience
	2025
	Guest Instructor: Led Design Workshop on Tactile Drawing Methods (with Hannah Wong), Boston Architectural College

	2025
	Co-Instructor: Labs for Liberation, Built Environment Lab (with Jumanah Abbas)

	2024
	Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Architectural Thinking (Prof. Reto Geiser), Rice University

	2023
	Teaching Assistant & Residential Life, Architecture Summer Immersion (Prof. Reto Geiser), Rice University

	2018
	Instructor, Conceptual Artmaking Practices, Interlochen Center for the Arts

	2017–19
	Workshop Instructor & Museum Educator, Fallingwater 

	2013–16
	Art Instructor, Swatara, Bethel PA


Presentations, Lectures & Panels
	2025
	Invited Workshop Instructor, Inclusive Design (Hannah Wong), Boston Architectural College

	2025
	Invited Panelist, Inclusive Design, Boston Architectural College, with Hannah Wong and Larry Goldberg

	2025
	Invited Guest Lecturer, Design Research Methods (Eva Peet), Northeastern University

	2025
	Invited Panelist, SHIFT Conference, Northeastern, “Unruly Design: Disability, Media, and the Built World” with Andrew Leland & Sara Hendren

	2025
	NAAB Visiting Critic

	2024
	Invited Reviewer, Architecture Thesis Reviews (Lorraine Kung), Boston Architectural College

	2024
	Invited Guest Lecturer, Investigating Normal (Sara Hendren), Northeastern University

	2024
	Moderator, Disability Meets Architecture Panel with Aimi Hamraie, Jos Boys, Scar Barclay, IHCD

	2023
	Moderator, PLAT Roundtable (with Jane van Velden) — participants: Irénée Scalbert, Stephanie Davidson & Georg Rafailidis, James Leng, Maggie Tsang

	2022
	Moderator, ARC Journal Panel: Identity, Space, and Power — with Ghazal Jafari, Rekha Auguste-Nelson, Nathan Friedman


Media & Public Engagement
	2025–
	Co-host, Contra Podcast Season 4, with Aimi Hamraie (forthcoming)

	2025–
	Producer, Disability Meets Architecture Podcast (Critical Design Lab + DisOrdinary Architecture Project) (forthcoming)

	2025–
	Interviewer, New Books Network: Disability Studies (forthcoming)

	2025
	Interviewee, ADA35 IHCD Webcast with Rebecca Tausig

	2024
	Guest, Designing Without Limits Podcast (Jesse Fung)

	2024
	Accessing Design, Designing Access, interview with Hannah Wong, Architectural Writing Workshop Issue 04

	2023
	Co-interviewer (with Tasiana Paolisso), Seed as Vessel, Vivien Sansour, PLAT 12: Divine

	2023
	Co-interviewer (with Jane van Velden and collaborators) for Jos Boys, Galo Canizares, Jane Hutton & Sarah Nichols (facilitated dialogue), Jorge Otero-Pailos, Hilary Sample, and Oscar Tuazon, PLAT 11: Soft


Exhibitions & Collaborative Work
	2024
	Risograph Print Series with Gabriella Feuillet

	2022
	Prism, curated by Heather Heitzenrater, Pittsburgh PA

	2022
	Print added to the collection of Artist Image Resource, Pittsburgh PA

	2018
	Art of the State, Harrisburg, PA

	2017
	The Social Self, with Brenden Lovejoy, Bates Gallery, Edinboro University, Edinboro PA

	2017
	Edinboro University Drawing and Painting Club Show, Bates Gallery, Edinboro University, Edinboro PA

	2016
	Edinboro University Drawing and Painting Club Show, Erie Philharmonic Orchestra, Erie PA

	2016
	Printmaking Club Show, Edinboro University, Edinboro PA


Fellowships & Recognition
	2024
	Expanding Horizons Travel Fellowship: Paris, Studied tactile drawings in museum spaces by Tactile/Okinae

	2023
	Listed under Critical Access Primer Team in archive/chronogram by Bryony Roberts and Abriannah Aiken, “Feminist Spatial Practices part 1.”

	2023
	Russell H. Pitman Travel Fellowship, Rice University: Spain, Contemporary and Historian Stone Construction Methods in the Iberian Peninsula


Skills
Architectural Design: Concept development, Physical and digital model-making,; Rhino, Revit, Grasshopper, Enscape. Lumion, VRay, Adobe Suite, exhibition design
Accessibility & Inclusive Design: ADA, ANSI, ISO, PAS 6463, PROWAG, IBC; creating guidance informed by research and user/experiential studies
Research & Writing: interviews, precedent analysis, archival research, large-scale data organization and synthesis; grant writing
Teaching Practice: workshop design & facilitation, curriculum development
Creative Practice: drawing, painting, printmaking (various screenprinting, relief, etching, monotype, watercolor, intaglio, lithography), typography & publication design, digital photography, woodshop & digital fabrication, casting, metals, sewing and textile construction
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