
 

 

April 2026 

 

Staff attend 2026 Innocence Network Conference 

 
Earlier this month IIP staff joined over 1,000 other innocence organization staff, advocates and 
members of the freed/exonerated community nationwide at the 2026 Innocence Network Conference 
in Chicago. Numerous members of our freed/exonerated community also attended. The conference is 
the largest opportunity for hundreds of individuals who have walked the same journey of wrongful 
conviction and imprisonment to connect, attend sessions and exchange support, encouragement and 
resources. 

We had a large presence at the conference with staff presenting in and conducting four educational 
sessions. 

 
"When One is Taken, All Are Impacted: Families and Communities Confront 
Wrongful Convictions" 
 
In this panel, Legal Director Lauren Kaeseberg brought together voices most directly impacted by 
wrongful conviction: Denice Bronis, a mother fighting for her innocent son, who is an IIP client still 
behind bars; and IIP exonerees Brian Beals and Marilyn Mulero, both of whom are community activists 
on the front lines of the innocence movement. 



The conversation quickly moved from the 
profound social impacts of wrongful 
conviction on families, children and 
communities to the panelists' deeply 
personal experiences. Marilyn spoke 
about the lasting effect on her children of 
her absence during their upbringing and 
even now, as her own deeply traumatizing 
experiences during 28 years in prison (five 
on death row) have prevented her from 

being fully available to them. 

Denice, whose son has been wrongfully 
imprisoned for 24 years, described 
moving through an emotional collapse 

to an epiphany: she could channel her grief into purpose. She started organizing and now brings 
together other mothers whose children are wrongfully imprisoned and advocates publicly for her son’s 
release, visibly applying pressure through billboards and demonstrations. 
 

For the third consecutive year, WCAA 
Director Marc Beach presented on IIP’s 
nationally recognized Wrongful 
Conviction Awareness and Avoidance 
(WCAA) police training program. The 
panel featured law enforcement officers 
Cenika Roderick, a 30-year veteran of the 
Fort Worth, TX, U.S. Marshals Service and 
Cecily Santana, a 5-year veteran of the 
Mansfield Police Department in Texas, 
along with WCAA Exoneree Speakers 
Bureau Coordinator Kristine Bunch, IIP 
Law Enforcement Training Specialist Josh 
Friedman and IIP Director Stephanie 
Kamel. 

Cenika and Cecily attended our police 
training at the Women of Law Enforcement 12th annual national conference in Fort Worth last 
September. They shared how the WCAA course continues to impact them and their colleagues’ 
perspectives and professional practices, including increasing their awareness of bias, working to 
develop enhanced investigative techniques and implementing procedural reforms and best practices. 

The inclusion of active-duty officers is an evolution in our conference presentations. In 2024 we 
introduced the training program and in 2025 we featured a panel of exoneree speakers, who shared 
their experiences telling their stories to rooms full of representatives of the very system that wrongfully 
convicted and imprisoned them. 

 

"Opening Hearts and Changing Minds: Law Enforcement Reflections on 
Wrongful Conviction Training" 

From left, Denice Bronis, mother of a current IIP client, IIP 
exonerees Brian Beals and Marilyn Mulero and IIP Legal 
Director Lauren Kaeseberg 

From left, Stephanie Kamel, Kristine Bunch, Cecily Santana, 
Marc Beach, Josh Friedman, Cenika Roderick 

 



"Discovery to Doorknocking: Investigations in Turbulent Times" 

Uncovering evidence of innocence in decades-old cases 
is one of the most challenging aspects of actual 
innocence law. Witnesses are long gone, deceased or 
just can’t remember. Physical evidence is missing, 
degraded or even worse, destroyed or tossed out. 

In this panel, Senior Staff Investigator Lynn Bagley joined 
Network colleagues Amy Carr, senior staff investigator at 
the Innocence Project of Florida and Patti Fayed, an 
investigator with the Exoneration Project, to discuss 

postconviction investigation skills and foundations of good defense investigation. They focused on  
the importance of thorough discovery review and proper preparation prior to field work, and the 
challenges the current political climate poses to successful defense investigation. 
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