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Summer Update 
The UIS campus is bustling with the start of a new academic year. IIP’s nine undergraduate interns have 
arrived and met for the first time. Before the final stretch of our 25th Anniversary Year hits, here's a recap of 
this summer's news:  

• In June, our client Nate Onsrud was fully exonerated after six years of litigation following his release 
in 2020. 

• IIP introduced our new website, a year in the making. We’re excited to continue building it out but 
have received positive comments so far. 

• In July, IIP celebrated the signing of the “exoneree restitution” bill (HB 3663) with clients and their 
loved ones, IIP volunteers, IIP staff and bill sponsors Senator Elgie Sims and Representative Justin 
Slaughter. Already we have seen the court’s approval of full restitution for Illinois exonerees 
possessing certificates of innocence. 

• We just marked over 9,000 law enforcement members trained through our Wrongful Conviction 
Awareness and Avoidance police training program. Recently we had our first-ever sessions held on 
the same day in two separate locations. We’ve built a strong bench of IIP trainers, which will help us 
continue expanding the program. 

 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF FREEDOM AND REFORM 

IIP's 25th Anniversary Gala  
Saturday, November 7, 2026  

5:00 to 8:30 pm 
Crowne Plaza Springfield 

Join us for an unforgettable evening as we celebrate 25 years of the Illinois Innocence Project! Experience 
the fight to free innocent people through spoken word, live music, presentation of our 2026 Defender of the 

Innocent Award and recognition of the many freed and exonerated individuals in attendance. 

 

 

 

https://emails.uofi.uis.edu/newsletter/43/948004943.html
https://www.illinoisinnocenceproject.org/
https://emails.uofi.uis.edu/newsletter/06/1518191806.html


 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 


