
 

Finance: Square Foot Cost Estimator Template 

Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International 

This template is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International 
License (CC BY-NC 4.0). 

You are free to: 

●​ Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format. 
●​ Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material. 

Under the following terms: 

●​ Attribution (BY): Credit must be given to Beacon Climate Innovations LLC 
●​ NonCommercial (NC): Only noncommercial use of this material is permitted. Noncommercial 

means not primarily intended for or directed toward commercial advantage or monetary 
compensation. 

Learn more: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ 

BY: Credit must be given to Beacon Climate Innovations LLC​
NC: Only noncommercial use of your work is permitted. 

 

About: This template helps project teams create preliminary construction cost estimates based on 
square footage. It is useful during the early design and budgeting phases for resilience hubs, community 
centers, and similar projects. 

Usage Description: This template can be followed to create a Square Foot Cost Estimate Report to guide 
the finance stage of a CCRH (Clean Energy Community Resilience Hub) project. 
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Square Foot Cost Estimate Report 
Template 

 
Objective: 
This template helps project teams create preliminary construction cost estimates based on square 
footage. It is useful during the early design and budgeting phases for resilience hubs, community 
centers, and similar projects. 

Instructions 
1. Enter basic project details: location, building type, floor area, and number of stories. 

2. Break down estimated costs by major building divisions (Substructure, Shell, Interiors, Services, 
etc.). 

3. Calculate cost per square foot for each division and subtotal. 

4. Add Contractor Overhead & Profit, Architectural Fees, and User Fees if applicable. 

5. Calculate the final total building cost and overall cost per square foot. 

6. Adjust costs based on local market conditions and any scope differences. 

Project Information 
• Location: ___________________________________ 

• Building Type: _______________________________ 

• Floor Area (S.F.): ____________________________ 

• Number of Stories: ___________________________ 

• Basement Included? (Yes/No): _________________ 

• Data Release Year: ___________________________ 

Building Division Cost Breakdown 
Building Division Estimated Cost ($) Cost per SF ($) % of Total Cost 

Substructure ______ ______ ______ 

Shell ______ ______ ______ 

Interiors ______ ______ ______ 

Services ______ ______ ______ 

Equipment & 
Furnishings 

______ ______ ______ 

Special Construction ______ ______ ______ 

Building Sitework ______ ______ ______ 

Additional Costs 
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• Contractor's Overhead & Profit (%): __________ 

• Architectural Fees (%): __________ 

• User Fees (% if any): __________ 

Total Summary 
• Subtotal of Building Divisions: __________ 

• Plus Contractor's Overhead & Profit: __________ 

• Plus Architectural Fees: __________ 

• Plus User Fees: __________ 

• TOTAL Building Cost: __________ 

• Final Cost per Square Foot: __________ 
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