Young Writers Competition Guidelines
For entrants aged 5–16 
About the competition
This competition celebrates imagination and invites young writers to explore the theme “Heritage Through Young Eyes” through an original piece of creative writing. These guidelines are designed to make the competition fair, accessible and safe for all entrants.
Eligibility and age categories
· Entrants must be aged 5–16 on the competition closing date.
· Entries will be judged in three categories: ages 5–7, ages 8–11, and ages 12–16.
· Entrants may enter independently or through a school, library, youth group or other participating organisation.
· Each entrant may submit one entry only.
· Entries must be the entrant’s own original work.
Writing theme and format
· Theme: Heritage Through Young Eyes. Entries should offer a young person’s perspective on heritage; for example, family stories, community traditions, local places, memories, languages, food, music, objects or hopes for the future.
· Accepted forms: short story, poem, spoken-word piece, diary entry or other creative prose.
· Suggested maximum length: 500 words  
· Entries may be handwritten or typed. Handwritten work must be clear and legible.
· Entries must be written primarily in English. Words or phrases in other languages are welcome where they form part of the creative work.
How to enter
· Submit the entry by the closing date, 31st January 2027, using the method stated in the competition announcement.
· Include the entrant’s first name, age, age category, and the title of the piece.
· A parent, carer, teacher or responsible adult must provide their name and contact details. Entrants should not put a home address, phone number or email address on the creative work itself.
· Schools and groups submitting multiple entries should include a separate entry list with the required details.
· Late, incomplete or unreadable entries may not be considered.
Judging
Entries will be judged within their age category. Judges will consider:
· Originality and imagination.
· Engagement with the theme or prompt, where one is set.
· Use of language, voice and structure.
· Emotional impact and enjoyment for the reader.
· Effort and age-appropriate skill. Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be considered in context and will not outweigh creativity.
The judging panel’s decision will be final. Judges will not enter into individual correspondence about results or provide feedback unless this is specifically offered by the organiser.
Use of technology
· Adults may explain the rules and offer general encouragement, but the ideas and writing must remain the entrant’s own.
· Basic spelling and grammar tools may be used.
· Text generated by artificial intelligence must not be submitted as the entrant’s own work.
· Entrants may use assistive technology, a scribe or other reasonable support where needed. This will not disadvantage the entry.
Safeguarding, privacy and consent
· A responsible adult must consent to an entrant taking part and to the organiser processing the information needed to administer the competition.
· Personal information will be used only to manage entries, contact shortlisted entrants or their responsible adults and award prizes, unless additional consent is obtained.
· Entrants’ full names and contact details will not be published without appropriate consent.
· Any public event connected with the competition must follow the organiser’s safeguarding procedures.
· Content that is discriminatory, threatening, sexually explicit, excessively violent or otherwise unsuitable for a children’s competition may be disqualified. Sensitive subjects may be explored thoughtfully and in an age-appropriate way.
Copyright and publication
· The entrant retains copyright in their work.
· By entering, the entrant and responsible adult give the organiser permission to copy the work for judging and competition administration.
· The organiser must obtain appropriate consent before publishing, displaying, recording or performing an entry.
· Where an entry is published, the organiser will agree how the entrant is credited and may use a first name, initials or a pen name to protect privacy.
· The organiser may correct minor typographical errors for publication but will not make substantial changes without permission.
Prizes and results
· Prize details and the date or method for announcing results will be stated in the competition announcement.
· Prizes are non-transferable and no cash alternative will be offered unless the organiser states otherwise.
· If a winner cannot be contacted within the stated period, the organiser may select another winner.
· The organiser may withhold a prize or cancel, extend or amend the competition where circumstances make this necessary. Any changes will be communicated clearly.
Acceptance of the guidelines
Submitting an entry confirms that the entrant and their parent, carer, teacher or responsible adult have read and accepted these guidelines.
Poster Terms & Conditions
Open to ages 5–16, with one original entry per person on the theme Heritage Through Young Eyes (maximum 500 words). Entries must be the young person’s own work, contain no AI-generated text and have consent from a parent, carer, teacher or responsible adult. Closing date: 31st January, 2027. The judges’ decision is final. Entrants retain copyright, but shortlisted or winning work may be displayed or published with appropriate consent; entry confirms acceptance of the full competition guidelines.

