
MEDIA COMPLIANCE
Confirm whether the activity requires a license or permit.

Review content for UAE media standards before publication.

Secure rights for images, music, video, and third-party content.

Keep contracts and approvals for campaigns, influencers, and

sponsors.

Media
Law

A practical overview of media regulation in the UAE: licensing, content

standards, digital publishing, and administrative penalties.

CORE AREAS

MEDIA ACTIVITIES

UAE media law applies to producing,

publishing, broadcasting, circulating,

and promoting media content. This

includes traditional media, digital

platforms, social media, advertising,

filming, and content production.

LICENSING

Media activities may require a license

or permit from the UAE Media Council

or the relevant competent authority.

Free zone media businesses must also

comply with federal media rules and

any additional free zone requirements.

CONTENT STANDARDS

Media content must comply with UAE

standards on religion, public order,

national security, privacy, public

morals, minors, misinformation, and

respect for UAE institutions and

society.

PENALTIES

Media violations may result in

administrative penalties. These can

apply to unlicensed activity, content

breaches, advertising violations,

publishing violations, and failure to

meet regulatory obligations.

KEY CONCEPTS

DIGITAL CONTENT
Online content is still regulated media content. Social media posts,

podcasts, videos, newsletters, online ads, influencer content, and

digital campaigns may all fall within UAE media rules, depending on

the activity and context.
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