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1) ESF Domain Mapping (what the framework emphasises)

Dominant: Human Capacities & Potential

The Semantic Synthesis Indicators (SSI) project—led by Kubiszewski, Costanza and colleagues—integrates 213 wellbeing frameworks into a unified meta-framework through semantic analysis. The resulting synthesis prioritises health, education, safety, and life satisfaction, aligning closely with the ESF’s Human Capacities & Potential domain. The authors identify a 20-component “sweet spot” that balances breadth with usability, covering subjective wellbeing, health status, learning, safety, and community participation.

Strong: Circular & Regenerative Economics

The SSI’s inclusion of built and financial capital, employment, inequality, and sustainable resource use demonstrates solid attention to economic enablers of wellbeing. These reflect the structural dimensions of flourishing that ensure social stability and opportunity. However, while the framework references sustainable prosperity, it stops short of embedding regenerative or circular economy metrics such as reuse, repair, or community wealth-building.

Moderate: Natural Environment

Natural capital and resource indicators—alongside greenhouse gas emissions—provide a clear ecological pillar. Yet the model treats the environment primarily as a form of capital rather than as a living system with which humans are relationally enmeshed. Indicators of biodiversity health, ecological resilience, and experiential connection to nature are largely absent.

Emerging: Cultural Values & Identity

Social cohesion, safety, participation, and fairness feature prominently, but cultural and spiritual identity are not distinctly represented. There is minimal recognition of collective meaning-making, heritage, intercultural trust, or Indigenous knowledge systems.

Interpretation:

The Semantic Synthesis Indicators framework delivers a robust, evidence-based foundation for post-GDP measurement. It represents a major step toward systemic integration but still treats wellbeing largely in socio-economic and environmental terms, leaving relational, cultural, and spiritual dimensions underdeveloped.

2) Seven Levels of Human Motivation (where indicators sit on the flourishing spectrum)

Security (Very strong): Material wellbeing, safety, income, health, and environmental protection indicators are comprehensive and form the backbone of the SSI synthesis.

Relationship (Strong): Community participation, safety, and trust measures reflect relational wellbeing, though deeper aspects of empathy, belonging, and intergenerational connection remain limited.

Independence (Strong): Education, employment, and agency indicators demonstrate strong coverage of autonomy and competence—the hallmarks of ESF’s independence level.

Engagement (Moderate): Participation in community and civic life is measured, but there is limited attention to creativity, cultural involvement, or flow experiences that characterise sustained 
engagement.

Fulfilment (Moderate): Life satisfaction and meaning are present, yet higher-order expressions of purpose, moral development, and creative self-realisation are not fully represented.

Contribution (Moderate–Emerging): Volunteering and civic involvement indicators point toward collective contribution but lack systemic measures of stewardship, leadership, or co-creation for the common good.

Growth (Emerging): Learning, adaptability, and innovation appear tangentially, yet explicit indicators of transformation, wisdom, or spiritual growth are absent.

Interpretation:

The SSI captures the essential scaffolding of human motivation—security through independence—but the upper motivational levels (contribution and growth) are weakly represented. The framework could be deepened by embedding measures of transformative learning, creativity, and ecological reciprocity.

3) Integrated Flourishing Analysis (balance, responsiveness, and opportunity)

Balance Check

· Human and economic wellbeing: strong, with comprehensive coverage of physical, educational, and structural enablers.

· Relational and cultural dimensions: partial; inclusion and participation are evident but cultural identity and belonging are underdeveloped.

· Ecological grounding: present but instrumental—focused on environmental condition rather than mutual wellbeing within planetary systems.

· Transformative capacity: limited—few indicators capture moral, creative, or spiritual development.

Responsiveness and participation

The SSI’s meta-analysis approach is grounded in consensus-building across 213 frameworks, ensuring cross-sectoral relevance. However, it is not participatory in the experiential sense - citizens and communities are not yet direct contributors to indicator development or interpretation.

Priority gaps

· Ecological reciprocity: Add indicators of biodiversity health, soil quality, and human connection with nature.

· Circular and regenerative economics: Include metrics on repair, reuse, regenerative enterprise, and community wealth-building.

· Cultural and spiritual identity: Integrate measures of intercultural trust, shared values, and collective meaning-making.

· Transformative growth: Incorporate lifelong learning, adaptability, and reflective or spiritual development.

Design principles

· Retain the 20-component model for clarity and comparability.

· Add ESF-compatible modules for ecological belonging and moral development.

· Pair condition-based indicators (e.g. emissions, income) with relational measures (e.g. connection, trust, stewardship).

· Emphasise interdependence across human, social, economic, and natural systems.

4) ESF Alignment Summary

	ESF Domain
	Level of Representation
	Notes

	Human Capacities & Potential
	Strong
	Health, education, wellbeing, and safety central; limited on creativity, spirituality, or moral growth.

	Cultural Values & Identity
	Moderate
	Participation and safety present; heritage, trust, and intercultural values minimal.

	Natural Environment
	Moderate
	Natural capital and emissions covered; biodiversity, resilience, and connection missing.

	Circular & Regenerative Economics
	Strong
	Structural wellbeing indicators robust; regenerative economics yet to appear.




	Motivation Level
	Representation
	Notes

	Security
	Very strong
	Safety, income, and environmental protection.

	Relationship
	Strong
	Participation and safety reflected; belonging limited.

	Independence
	Strong
	Education, employment, and agency indicators.

	Engagement
	Moderate
	Participation evident; creativity absent.

	Fulfilment
	Moderate
	Life satisfaction included; meaning underdeveloped.

	Contribution
	Moderate–Emerging
	Civic engagement but limited stewardship.

	Growth
	Emerging
	Adaptability noted; spiritual and transformative growth lacking.




5) Overall ESF Interpretation

The Semantic Synthesis Indicators framework is a landmark in wellbeing measurement, demonstrating that convergence across hundreds of frameworks is possible. It offers policymakers a clear, evidence-based structure for tracking wellbeing beyond GDP and has strong coherence with the lower-to-mid levels of the ESF model.

From an Eco-Systemic Flourishing perspective, the SSI provides the empirical backbone of a new wellbeing economy but requires further depth in its ecological, cultural, and spiritual dimensions. Future iterations could explicitly integrate regenerative principles, intercultural meaning-making, and developmental growth. In doing so, the SSI would evolve from a semantic synthesis of existing indicators into a living, systemic framework for flourishing—one that not only measures what people value but helps societies become what they aspire to be.
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