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1. Concept: The ESF Grading System

The Eco-Systemic Flourishing (ESF) Grading System evaluates any wellbeing or indicator framework against two integrative dimensions:

1. Depth of Human Motivation

→ How far the framework progresses up the seven levels of human motivation — from Security through to Growth.

2. Breadth of Ecosystemic Integration

→ How comprehensively it addresses the four ESF domains — Human Capacities & Potential, Cultural Values & Identity, Natural Environment, and Circular & Regenerative Economics.

Each is scored on a 0–5 scale, producing a Composite ESF Flourishing Grade.

2. Scoring Dimensions

	Dimension
	Description
	Scoring Range

	Motivational Depth (0–5)
	Assesses how fully the framework reflects all seven human motivation levels — from survival to self-transcendence.
	0 = Only survival/basic needs; 5 = Fully integrates growth, contribution, and fulfilment.

	Domain Breadth (0–5)
	Measures coverage across the four ESF domains.
	0 = Single-domain (e.g. biomedical only); 5 = Fully balanced and ecosystemic.

	Relational Integration (0–5)
	Evaluates the extent to which relationships, belonging, and cultural connection are measured.
	0 = Absent; 5 = Deep relational and intercultural embodiment.

	Ecological Consciousness (0–5)
	Captures inclusion of environmental, planetary, and intergenerational wellbeing.
	0 = None; 5 = Explicit ecological reciprocity and planetary stewardship.

	Transformative Potential (0–5)
	Examines adaptability, resilience, learning, and civic co-creation.
	0 = Static, top-down model; 5 = Participatory, regenerative, and adaptive.


Total Possible Score: 25

ESF Grade Bands:

· A (21–25) — Fully eco-systemic; integrated flourishing framework.
· B (16–20) — Broad and participative wellbeing model with emerging ecological or transformative depth.
· C (11–15) — Functional wellbeing monitoring with limited relational or ecological integration.
· D (6–10) — Primarily biomedical/economic model; early stage of transformation.
· E (0–5) — Minimal wellbeing integration; reductionist indicators only.

3. Applying the ESF Grading System

THE ESF WELLBEING EVALUATION GRADES 

	Framework
	Motivational Depth (0–5)
	Domain Breadth (0–5)
	Relational Integration (0–5)
	Ecological Consciousness (0–5)
	Transformative Potential (0–5)
	Total /25
	ESF Grade
	Summary Position

	British Columbia Health Indicators
	2
	3
	2
	1
	1
	9
	D
	Highly functional biomedical system; needs cultural, ecological, and growth integration.

	BeeWell (Greater Manchester)
	3
	3
	4
	1
	2
	13
	C
	Child-centred and relational; strong human depth but limited ecological/transformative reach.

	UK Thriving Places Index
	3
	4
	3
	3
	2
	15
	C+
	Balanced across wellbeing and economy; moderate ecological integration; lacks transformative engagement.

	Nova Scotia Community Wellbeing
	4
	4
	4
	3
	4
	19
	B+
	Participative and evolving; broad coverage and responsive design; moving toward full eco-systemic integration.

	Semantic Synthesis Indicators (Global)
	3
	4
	2
	2
	2
	13
	C
	Evidence-based meta-framework integrating 213 wellbeing systems; strong structural coverage but limited relational, ecological, and transformative depth.




4. Interpretation

· British Columbia (D): A strong safety-and-survival system — robust on Security but not yet on Growth or ecological consciousness.
· BeeWell (C): A relationally rich wellbeing initiative that humanises education but underrepresents environmental and civic transformation.
· Thriving Places Index (C+): A systems-aware wellbeing economy that balances economics and wellbeing but lacks relational depth and participatory adaptation.
· Nova Scotia (B+): A living civic wellbeing ecosystem — participatory, inclusive, and steadily integrating ecological and intergenerational dimensions.
· Semantic Synthesis Indicators (C): A robust international meta-framework - It demonstrates solid human and economic coverage but remains primarily analytical and non-participatory. 

If the Nova Scotia 2025 framework continues to expand ecological connection and regenerative learning, it could become the first Canadian initiative to achieve an ESF “A” grade, positioning it as a global model for participatory flourishing measurement.
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