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Spectrum
 D

esigns Foundation w
as

born 5 years ago based on the belief that 
no m

atter w
here an individual w

as on the 
autism

 spectrum
, they deserved 

opportunities to  lead productive and 
purposeful lives through m

eaningful 
w

ork. W
e envisioned a com

pany that 
w

ould offer a supportive setting and 
place w

here strengths could be 
celebrated and com

petance presum
ed.

Each D
ay Spectrum

 D
esigns provides 

opportunities for people w
ith autism

 to 
be a part of an integrated w

ork force.  
They have a place to build self 
confidence and be an integral part 
of a grow

ing com
pany.  At Spectrum

D
esigns, people’s lives are being changed 

every day.

CREATING A FUTURE FOR YOUNG 
TEENS AND ADULTS

W
HAT W

E DO

To help individuals w
ith autism

 
lead productive and m

eaningful 
lives through the w

orld
of w

ork.

M
ISSION STATEM

ENT
“

“
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D
ear friends.

2015 w
ill likely be coined as the year Spec -

trum
 D

esigns w
ent ‘Autom

atic’. Follow
ing 

a trem
endously generous anonym

ous 
donation of $40,000 at the end of 2014, 
Spectrum

 D
esigns upgraded its screen 

print technology to include a fully auto -
m

atic print press. By doing so, production 
capacity dram

atically increased by 500%
 

and w
ith the new

 technology Spectrum
 

w
as able to im

prove consistency of output 
in quality of products printed. Contrary 
to som

e concerns about ‘autom
ation’, 

this upgrade in equipm
ent created m

ore 
hours of direct labor for our em

ployees 
by increasing output capacity and allow

-
ing Spectrum

 to be m
ore com

petitive on 
price, volum

e and consistency.
 The effects of the new

 m
achine and 

grow
th in sales w

ere quickly felt and w
e 

w
ere proud to hire tw

o new
 full tim

e 
em

ployees; a screen print m
achine op -

erator and a direct to garm
ent m

achine 
operator through ACCES-VR. The success 
and speedy acclim

ation of both of these 
hires w

as largely due to the hard w
ork of 

the skilled and trained staff at The N
icho -

las Center w
ho rem

ain a crucial resource 
and support for m

any of our em
ployees 

w
ith disabilities. Q

uite sim
ply, Spectrum

 
D

esigns w
ould not be anyw

here near as 
successful as it has been at em

ploying 
teens and young adults w

ith developm
en -

tal disabilities w
ithout the special relation -

ship it has w
ith The N

icholas Center. 
W

e also increased our num
ber of direct 

labor hours of paid em
ploym

ent to adults 
w

ith autism
 alm

ost one hundred percent. 
This increase m

eans going from
 3,081 paid 

hours of disabled em
ploym

ent .

L
e

tte
r fro

m
 o

u
r 

E
x

e
c

u
tiv

e
 D

ire
c

to
r

in 2014 to an estim
ated 6,008 in 2015. W

e finished 
the year setting our sights on securing a perm

a-
nent hom

e for Spectrum
 D

esigns. W
e launched the 

Believe Capital Cam
paign and identified a location 

steps from
 our current building on low

er M
ain 

Street in Port W
ashington. W

ith the support of our 
dedicated netw

ork of fam
ilies, donors and custom

-
ers w

e rem
ain confident this dream

 w
ill becom

e 
reality. The space w

ill be 7,000+ square feet, serve 
as a flagship for Spectrum

 D
esigns and w

ill allow
 

us to open our doors m
uch w

ider to teens and 
young adults w

ith autism
. That ultim

ately, is w
hat 

it’s all about.

Thank you all for another fantastic year.   
 W

arm
ly,

Patrick Bardsley
Co-Founder, Executive D

irector
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“Spectrum
 does som

ething for the au-
tistic com

m
unity that few

 others can. It 
gives people on the spectrum

 a sense of
purpose and the feeling of being
valued and respected. “

W
hy I like Spectrum

 D
esigns.

“ I love counting and folding the pillow
 

cases. I enjoy w
orking w

ith the job coaches” 
Sara C.

“I like w
orking at Spectrum

 because 
I like earning a paycheck w

ith m
y friends.”

Andrew
 K.

“I like Spectrum
 because of the w

ork
environm

ent and friendly staff.” 
Bryan S.

“I like Spectrum
 D

esigns because I love 
everyone I w

ork w
ith and love giving

back to the com
m

unity.”
Jerem

y D.

EVAN K.

VALUE AND RESPECT
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“I have learned to use the w
ord im

possible 
w

ith the greatest caution.” W
erner von Braun

O
n behalf of the Co-Founders, I w

ould like 
to thank all the fam

ilies and businesses that 
supported Spectrum

 D
esigns Foundation 

and the N
icholas Center this year.  W

hether 
you supported us by placing an order, do-
nating, recom

m
ending us, volunteering or 

attending one of our events, Thank You!

This year’s annual social events: The N
ight in 

W
hite, St. Patty’s D

ay Casino N
ight, and our 

G
olf O

uting w
ere sold out and raised record 

funds for Spectrum
 D

esigns; m
any thanks to 

all com
m

ittee m
em

bers, and to Loren and 
W

ayne King for chairing these events and to 
our H

onorees D
ebbie and John Bow

m
an.  To 

our surprise, our neighbor H
 on the H

arbor 
graciously donated and hosted a holiday 
party for all our participants, fam

ilies and 
friends. The sm

iles, love and happiness that 
evening m

ake all w
e do w

orthw
hile. 

Spectrum
 has becom

e a very active and 
respected m

em
ber of the Port W

ashington 
Com

m
unity. W

e participate in parades, vol-
unteer in our com

m
unity, collect and donate 

to clothing drives. O
ur Em

ployees, Board 
M

em
bers, and Fam

ilies annually participate 
in the Special O

lym
pics’ Polar Plunge at 

H
em

pstead H
arbor, the Port W

ashington 
Com

m
unity Chest Turkey Trot, Com

m
unity 

Chest G
olf and Tennis O

uting, and the Lauri 
Strauss Leukem

ia Foundation W
alk and Ride 

for Research.  O
ur new

 social enterprises:  
Spectrum

 G
row

s donates our hom
egrow

n 
herbs and vegetables to the local food co-
op, and Spectrum

 Bakes also donates our 
granola bars to com

m
unity events as w

ell.

L
e

tte
r fro

m
 S

te
lla

 
C

o
-F

o
u

n
d

e
r

The m
ost im

portant decision of 2015 w
as that of expansion.  A 7400 

sq. ft. building located on Low
er M

ain Street is for sale. The building 
is one block from

 activities at the N
icholas Center and our currently 

leased space at the Com
m

unity Chest building. The ability to w
alk 

betw
een buildings is im

perative in transporting participants be-
tw

een activities. This opportunity w
ill never present itself again and is 

param
ount to Spectrum

’s future grow
th.   

Please support Spectrum
 D

esigns’: Believe, Build, Belong to a 
Legacy Capital Cam

paign.  H
elp us prepare, plan and create a future 

in Port W
ashington for individuals w

ith autism
.  Believe in the im

-
possible, help us Build a better tom

orrow
 and Belong to the concept 

that together w
e can m

ake the im
possible happen! 

“Start by doing w
hat’s necessary, then do w

hat’s possible, and sud-
denly you are doing the im

possible”.   St. Francis of Assisi

H
appy H

olidays to All,
M

any Blessings, 
Stella L Spanakos     
Patrick O

 Bardsley   
N

icole Sugrue
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- 1 in 68 have autism
. 

- Approxim
ately 90%

 are unem
ployed /

  under-em
ployed. 

In 2015 . . .

- Spectrum
 created over 6,008                   

  hours of paid m
eaningful w

ork for
  people w

ith autism
.

- Spectrum
 created 23,500 hours 

  of m
eaningful and productive w

ork for   
  people w

ith autism
. 

- Spectrum
 im

pacted the lives of 43 
   individuals and their fam

ilies. 

- 350 H
ours a w

eek of authentic on-the-
   job training w

as provided to 30 H
igh 

  school students

- O
ver 140 hours a w

eek of paid em
ploy-

   m
ent to 13 young adults w

ith autism
.

THE FACTS

I like Spectrum
 D

esigns because I like m
aking boxes.

 - Isaac G.
“

“

SPECTRUM
 DESIGNS IS A BUSINESS, 

W
ITH A SOCIAL M

ISSION.
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M
y son w

as recently hired to w
ork at 

Spectrum
 D

esigns. This job opportunity 
has entirely changed his life as w

ell as 
the lives of the entire fam

ily.  Before 
being hired by Spectrum

, he w
as lost.  

H
e w

orked at m
any jobs but w

as unable 
to retain these jobs due to the various 
issues that presented them

selves 
because of this disability, Asperger’s 
Syndrom

e. 

Intellectually he is very high functioning, 
how

ever, socially he w
as lost.  N

eedless 
to say he w

as m
iserable and felt 

com
pletely w

orthless. I as his m
other 

cried at night and felt unable to help 
m

y ow
n son. Spectrum

 D
esigns has 

provided him
 w

ith a sense of self-w
orth, 

confidence, pride and a purpose.  H
e is 

so excited to go to w
ork each day.  “I feel 

safe and com
fortable at a job for the first 

tim
e in m

y life.” This is how
 he describes 

his feelings tow
ards w

orking at 
Spectrum

.  W
orking at Spectrum

 has
given his life m

eaning and is returning 
his self-confidence and self-esteem

 to 
him

 that w
as lost over the years. 

JOSH M
.

I look forw
ard to w

atching m
y 

son’s happiness. I cannot say 
enough kind w

ords about  
Spectrum

 D
eigns and the N

icholas 
Center. They have given m

y happy 
confident son back to m

e.
- Karen M

.  Parent “

“

W
E BELIEVE THAT W

ORKING IS 
INHERENTLY DIGNIFIED AND FULLFILLING
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0

1
5
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A
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 S
P
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C
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V
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T

S
 

Enjoying a day at the Rockaw
ay 

H
unting Club.  

A great day of golf and loyal sup-
porters of Spectrum

. 

G
ood friends, good fun, for a great 

cause.
Placing their bets on changing the 
future.

Artist and Spectrum
 em

ployee Andrew
 

posing w
ith the w

inners of his 
painting. 

“A night to rem
em

ber’

2015 N
ight in 

W
hite H

onored  
D

ebbie and 
John Bow

m
an 

for their com
m

it-
m

ent in helping 
the autism

 
com

m
unity.

W
e are so grateful for the dedication of our friends and supporters. Thank you 

for celebrating w
ith us and being part of our vision. W

e’ll keep counting on 
you to support, am

aze and inspire us. 
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O
ur son Andrew

 is a 22 year old young 
m

an w
ith autism

. Since he aged out of our 
school district program

 in June of 2014, 
Andrew

 has been attending classes at the 
N

icholas Center and is em
ployed daily 

at Spectrum
 D

esigns. Andrew
 loved the 

interaction w
ith his peers w

hen he w
as in 

high school. H
e also seem

ed to thrive in 
structured environm

ents throughout his 
life, so m

aking the transition from
 school to 

Spectrum
 seem

ed to be easy and com
fort -

able for Andrew
. As a m

atter of fact, w
e’ve 

noticed a sense of m
aturity in Andrew

 since 
this transition, as a person w

ho is em
-

ployed, and a person w
ho is learning new

 
vocational skills. Andrew

 takes m
uch pride 

in his w
ork and has a sense of accom

plish-
m

ent at the end of the day.
W

e’re so grateful that our son is in a place 
w

here he is happy, loves his fellow
 em

ploy -
ees and em

ployers, and w
e are confident 

that he is in a safe and nurturing environ -
m

ent. W
hat m

ore w
ould any parent w

ant 
for their child or adult child?
Thank you to all of those w

ho m
ake Spec -

trum
 D

esigns so great and such a w
onder-

ful place for Andrew
 and so m

any others 
w

ith disabilities and their fam
ilies.

Sincerely,
Loren and W

ayne K.

ANDREW
 K.

CONFIDENT AND M
ATURE
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Each day, Spectrum
 D

esigns strives to help 
m

ore people w
ith autism

 enter the 
w

orkforce.  In 2015 w
ith the help of the 

N
icholas Center w

e broadened our base to 
pilot 3 new

 businesses, Spectrum
 Bakes, 

Spectrum
 G

row
s, and Spectrum

 Suds. This 
opened up m

ore opportunities to local 
teens and young adults and diversified our 
offering to individuals already served. 

Spectrum
 Bakes offers a variety of hand -

m
ade, custom

izable granola based prod-
ucts. Every item

 is m
ade to order and hand 

crafted w
ith the finest natural ingredients.

These delectable culinary treats are sold as 
party favors, in local stores and as corporate 
gifts. Som

e of our custom
ers include M

arra 
& G

lick ABA; Allan T. M
endels, CLU

 and The 
Jack Fanning M

em
orial Foundation. 

The team
 at Spectrum

 Suds offers laun -
dering services for custom

ers w
ithin the 

local com
m

unity. Each participant learns to 
w

ash, dry, fold and steam
 various articles 

of clothing, tow
els, sheets and com

forters. 
Repeat custom

ers include Prism
 M

ed Spa 
residents at D

olphin-G
reen Apartm

ents and 
a grow

ing base of private clients.

EXPANSION

At Spectrum
 G

row
s, w

e hom
e-grow

 fresh 
m

icrogreens and herbs. Spectrum
 G

row
s 

has a greenhouse w
here herbs, tom

atoes, 
basil and a variety of m

icro-greens are 
hydroponically grow

n. The team
 is re -

sponsible for germ
inating, w

atering, and 
harvesting produce, before preparing it for 
delivery. Trays of m

icro-greens are delivered 
to N

orthw
ell H

ospital in M
anhasset on a 

w
eekly basis, in addition to our neighbor, 

H
 on the H

arbor. W
e hope to expand to 

local resturants as w
e grow

!

“

“
SOCIAL ENTERPRISES
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“W
e are going on our 3rd year of choosing Spectrum

 D
esigns as our 

preferred vendor for over 18 Polar Plunges across N
ew

 York State.  Being a 
non-profit ourselves, w

ith several events, it is difficult to find a vendor w
ith 

fair prices that can accom
m

odate our shipping needs, m
ultiple layouts 

and several staff m
em

bers that place orders.  Spectrum
 surpasses every 

expectation that w
e had going into this relationship: im

peccable custom
er 

service, flexible and quick turn-around.  O
n top of the best service w

e’ve 
received in the 5 years that I have personally been w

orking for Special 
O

lym
pics N

ew
 York, all of our Plunge participants, donors and volunteers 

love that w
e (and in turn, they) are supporting an organization that em

-
ploys individuals w

ith intellectual disabilities.  In contrast to other vendors 
I’ve w

orked w
ith, it’s alw

ays a pleasure to speak to any of the m
em

bers of 
the staff at Spectrum

 D
esigns and they are respectful of our needs.”

- Erin M
cCartan

  D
irector of D

evelopm
ent 

  Special O
lym

pics N
ew

 York

“Just over a year ago, I w
as introduced to Spectrum

 D
esigns, very innocent-

ly and only through a business card and a conversation.  A year later, after 
w

orking w
ith som

e key business partners and m
ultiple field trips to see this 

w
onderful organization, I am

 thrilled to be partnering w
ith this group.  Allow

-
ing just a portion of m

y business to be handled by Patrick and his team
, has 

proven to be not only cost effective, but rew
arding in m

ore w
ays than one.  

To give back to the com
m

unity and to help a group of young adults do m
ore 

and feel valued is a trem
endous honor, and any support I can provide w

ill be 
given and m

aintained.  From
 am

azing quality hats and shirts w
ith fist class 

em
broidery for our support team

s, to healthy granola bars that our nutritional 
team

 helped support m
arketing, to the fresh supply of w

eekly m
icro greens 

that chefs use daily, it has been an absolute pleasure to w
ork w

ith such a fine 
establishm

ent.   The ease of ordering and custom
er service is no different than 

a first class operation, and in fact, the personalization from
 the staff m

akes it 
even better!   I look forw

ard to seeing how
 w

e can grow
 this relationship and 

continue our partnership for the betterm
ent of both organizations, the com

-
m

unity and the special team
 at Spectrum

.”
- Chris Boffa
   Senior D

irector of Support Services
   North Shore University Hospital / Northw

ell Health

W
HAT OUR 

CUSTOMERS SAY 

SM

H
O

W
 L

IK
E

L
Y

 A
R

E
 Y

O
U

 T
O

 P
U

R
C

H
A

S
E

 W
IT

H
 U

S
 A

G
A

IN

Extrem
ely likely

Very likely
N

ot so likely
N

ot likely at all

Very positive
Som

ew
hat positive

N
eutral

Som
ew

hat negative
Very negative

83%

15%

1%1%

O
U

R
 C

U
S

T
O

M
E

R
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
 E

X
P

E
R

IE
N

C
E

H
O

W
 W

O
U

L
D

 Y
O

U
 R

A
T

E
 T

H
E

 Q
U

A
L

IT
Y

 O
F

 O
U

R
 P

R
O

D
U

C
T

Very H
igh Q

uality
H

igh quality
Average quality

Low
 quality

Very low
 quality

OVER 100 PEOPLE
SURVEYED
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O
ur son Billy has been a part of Spectrum

 
D

esigns for a few
 years now

.  W
e couldn’t 

be happier.  Billy is very happy.  Although 
Billy has autism

, his days are filled w
ith 

purpose.  Being able to find w
ork that 

he likes and is good at is priceless. H
e 

enjoys going to w
ork each and every day.  

W
e have seen his self-confidence and 

self-esteem
 grow

 due to the supportive 
w

ork environm
ent at Spectrum

 and its 
am

azing staff.  

H
aving Spectrum

 D
esigns located right 

here on Long Island and seeing this 
organization help people right w

ithin its 
ow

n com
m

unity is som
ething w

onderful 
to behold.  It is an organization that has 
grow

n so m
uch since its inception and 

w
e hope to see it continue to grow

.  W
e, 

as a fam
ily, and Billy have benefitted 

greatly from
 Spectrum

 D
esigns. It’s dif -

ficult to think of how
 different Billy’s life 

w
ould be w

ithout it. 

W
e look forw

ard to Billy’s continued 
grow

th and progress at this w
onderful 

place-thank you Spectrum
 D

esigns!
Lori and Steve S.

BILLY S.

GROW
TH AND OPPORTUNITY
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Spectrum
 D

esigns raised m
ore than 

$300,000 in 2015 from
 it’s special events. 

The success of these events w
as a result of 

the generosity and dedication of our fam
i-

lies, volunteers, in-kind donors and friends.  
W

e have a relatively sm
all donor base and 

w
e are hum

bled by the overw
helm

ing 
support w

e have year after year. The 2nd 
Annual Casino N

ight raised $58,933,  the 
5th Annual N

ight in W
hite raised $146,728  

and the 2nd Annual G
olf O

uting raised 
$104,092 .

In 2015 w
e launched the Believe Capital 

Cam
paign.  It becam

e clear to us that 
w

e w
ere quickly outgrow

ing our current 
facility.  The purpose w

as and is to raise $2 
m

illion to purchase a perm
anent hom

e for 
Spectrum

 D
esigns and its ancillary social 

enterprises; Spectrum
 G

row
s, Spectrum

 
Bakes and Spectrum

 Suds.  M
ore square 

feet of operating space w
ill expand our 

existing businesses and enable us to do 
even m

ore to help the grow
ing need for 

authentic em
ploym

ent and w
ork related 

opportunities for people w
ith autism

. 

In 2015 w
e raised a total of $89,046 tow

ards 
this cam

paign w
hich gave us a strong start 

for 2016.

SPECIAL EVENTS

BELIEVE, BUILD,
BELONG TO A LEGACY

FUND RAISING AND CAM
PAIGNS
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FINANCIALS 2015
W

ith thanks to our m
any donnors, sponsors and custom

ers for 
their trust in Spectrum

 D
esigns, w

e conclude another year of 
significant grow

th.
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MAJOR SUPPORTERS
It is our m

ission to provide m
ore w

ork opportunities for individuals w
ith 

autism
. W

e rely on your generosity. W
e ask that you m

ake a com
m

itm
ent to 

support our Believe Cam
paign by m

aking a donation. O
ur goal for our Believe 

year end 2016 appeal is $90,000. This w
ill enable us to purchase the building 

just 3 doors dow
n from

 our current location. W
e are so close and hope you 

w
ill be able to m

ake a contribution. Your kindness w
ill m

ake a difference in 
allow

ing us to continue our w
ork.

Believe in the im
possible, help us Build a better tom

orrow
 and Belong to the 

concept that together w
e can m

ake the im
possible happen.

W
e have enclosed a donor envelope for your convenience. Rem

em
ber every 

donation m
akes a difference, regardless of size.

BELIEVE CAMPAIGN APPEAL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Patrick Bardsley
 Stella Spanakos 

N
icole Sugrue
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M
illion D

ollar Round Table
 

Foundation
M

ary and Jam
es M

urtha
Julie and Tim

 Rooney

$2,500 - $4,999.
221Capital Partners
Annm

arie and Leonard Form
ato

Bianca and Robert D
eG

audenzi
John Eposito
Th

om
as and Jeanne Elm

ezzi
 

Foundation
John G

rafer
Bonita and W

illiam
 H

enry
Sandra and Keith Kuska
Brian Lavin
Kathy and Jim

 M
adison

M
anhasset Com

m
unity Fund

M
axim

 Foundation
Randi and Lawrence M

elzer
Laura and Allan M

endels
Ronald M

oses
D

aniel N
ir

Phil Palm
er

Jones Lang Lasalle Am
ericas

Judy and Steve Pegno
Jodi and M

ichael Schwalb
John Tarko
Jennifer and D

avid Trachtenberg
M

ichael Valentino

$1,000- $2,499.
Barbara Bergin and M

artin Jam
es

M
ary and Patrick Cary

Barbara and Robert Cream
er

D
ebra and Anthony Celebre

$25,000 - $49,999
Loren and W

ayne King
Charles J. King, Inc.
H

oles for H
ope

N
orth Shore Autism

 Circle
Anonym

ous D
onor

$10,000 - $24,999
Am

y and John Beyer/ M
en on the  

 
M

ove 
D

ebbie and John Bowm
an

Fairfield Properties and the
Broxm

eyer Fam
ily

Richard Friedm
an Fam

ily 
 

Foundation
Clark G

illis Foundation
G

oldm
an Sachs G

ives
Kerm

it G
itenstein Foundation 

Lori and Steve Scrobe
D

oug Flutie Jr. Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999.
Lisa and D

ennis D
uggan

Com
m

unity Chest of Port 
 

W
ashington

Jennifer and Eric Fryer/Fryer 
 

D
erm

atology
Beth and M

ichael Fascitelli/    
Fascitelli Fam

ily Foundation
Shawn and Robert G

ladstone
Laura and Brian H

ull
Adrian Jones
M

ichael Koester
Jenifer and Steve M

argolis
Pat M

cCarthy
Sanjeev M

ehra

2015 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
Th

ank you for your com
m

itm
ent and investing in our life changing work.

M
iles D’Aquila

W
illis Flaherty

John G
rafer

M
ichael G

reen
H

igh Five Foundation
H

igh Five Foundation II
Bea Juste
G

erald Kim
insky

D
orothy Krahm

Randi and Clifford Lane
 

Foundation
Rose Lavelle 
Jennifer Lawrence
Joel Levitin
D

an Lim
m

er
Arlene &

 M
itchel M

aidm
an

Barbara M
argolis

M
argaret and John M

arkham
Renee and Kevin M

cM
ahon

Jothy N
arendran

Larren N
ashelsky

D
iane and Steve O

lm
sted

W
endy and Fred Penzel

M
arie and M

itch Pinckney
Scott Raym

ond
Leo Ressa Charitable Fund
Restani Construction Corp.
Anita B and H

oward S. Richm
ond  

 
Foundation

Larry Richm
ond

M
arcia and Barry Ringelheim

Jason Rosenfeld
Eric Rothfeld
Kim

 Saperstein
G

loria Scrobe
M

artha and M
artin Sklar

D
enise and W

esley Sm
ith

Stella Spanakos
Jayne and Craig Stein
Jack Traynor
D

avid Troy 
Traci and M

ark Viklund
Jill and Ed Zitovsky 

In 2015 Th
e M

argolis and Fryer 
Fam

ilies form
ed a M

em
orial

Foundation in M
em

ory of their 
father  D

r. Robert A. M
argolis.

Th
is fund was established to benefit 

our Believe Expansion Cam
paign. 

In 2015 the fund raised over 
$27,000.   
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