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RoHS Directive Timescales Retrofit LED Q & A

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN

Difference in 
legislat ion between 

General  & Special  
l ight ing.

Exemption extension.

What needs to 
happen before a ban?

Benefits  of retrof it  
LED & what food s ites 
should consider when 

switching.

Opportunity to ask 
any quest ions to the 

panel .



RoHS status update

Stuart Dell – Special Lighting UK&I

January 2026



Formerly Philips Lighting

Largest lighting company Globally

One of the largest manufacturers of Light sources for use in EFK’s
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No more fluorescent lamps for EFKs after February 2027
 
Who the hell told you that?
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As stated on 18/11/25, by Sundar Pichai, CEO of Alphabet (Googles Parent) 

Do not “blindly trust” everything that AI tools tell you

I put the following question into Google. 



Restriction of Hazardous Substances 

The original RoHS directive was first adopted by the EU in 2003

The first edition took effect in 2006 restricting 6 substances. Mercury being the most relevant for the lighting industry

Major step in 2023

White Light Linear and compact fluorescent lamps were banned for production and sale in the EU & UK

This has been the key contributory factor behind why there is now so much confusion in market

Fluorescent lamps for Special Applications are still affected by the 2023 white light ban
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What are regarded as Special Applications
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UVA
Insect Traps
UV curing

Reprographic

UVB

 Psoriasis treatment

Tanning beds

UVC
 Purification air & water

Surface disinfection



RoHS categories and status update
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RoHS status update
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Categories affecting to Insect Trap
• Compact FL - 1(f)-1

• Linear FL – 2(b)(4)-III
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• May 2025 – Lighting Europe released a statement on RoHS lamp 
extensions. 

• August 2025, On behalf of the Lighting industry, Lighting Europe 
submitted the application for extensions to exemption categories 1(f)-1 
& 2(b)(4)-III

• As highlighted in the May 2025 statement.  
Note 2. If a renewal request is not granted the European Commission 
must still grant a transition period of 12-18 months to give time to the 
market for a final phase out 

• Lighting Europe are confident that an additional extension will be 
granted to these exemption 
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LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf

Link to the Lighting Europe May 2025 statement

https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf
https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf
https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf
https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf
https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf
https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf
https://www.lightingeurope.org/images/LightingEurope_-_RoHS_Statement_-_FINAL_--_20250526.pdf


But the UK is not part of the EU
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What is DEFRA’s position

There was a policy implementation review last year (17th February 2025): 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-
_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Reg
ulations_2012.pdf

The general tone in Whitehall is one of seeking to maintain alignment with the EU on 
standards, unless divergence has some distinct benefit

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b466b84a80c6718b55bea5/RPC-DEFRA-25027-PIR_1__-_The_Restriction_of_the_Use_of_Certain_Hazardous_Substances_in_Electrical_and_Electronic_Equipment_Regulations_2012.pdf
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All control gear 
catered for - 

not just switch-
start

LED development 
in other 

applications such 
as medical & 

sterilization uses

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN 
BEFORE A BAN?

Did you know?

Fluorescent lamps 
equate to 

less than 2% 
of Global Mercury 

consumption!

A full retrofit 
family, to cater to 
almost all lamps 

used!





BENEFITS OF RETROFIT LED

Cost of ownership – longer lifetime (no 
more annual replacement!)

Energy savings (up to 66%)

Utilise existing equipment – no 
additional installation or disruption

Familiar form-factor, universally available



RETROFIT LED COST SAVINGS
Opti-Catch have an online cost savings calculator to help you advise clients on the potential 
cost-savings by switching to retrofit LED.

Site 1

Single site,  local 
restaurant.

1  Single Trap 
operating 24 hours 
a day.

Using Pelsis Halo 
switch-start l ight 
trap.

Local restaurant

Site 2

Large production 
hall .

20 ILTs operating 24 
hours a day.

Using Pelsis Halo 
switch-start l ight 
traps.

Food production factory

Calculate Saving Calculate Saving

https://www.opti-catch.com/calculator


REUSE

SUSTAINABILITY HIERARCHY: 
WHY RETROFIT MAKES SENSE

REDUCE
Avoid replacing 

working traps

Upgrade existing 

equipment to LED
RECYCLE

Recycle 

equipment only at 

end of life

Extend trap life           Reduce waste           Save cost



Glass+FEP Plastic

UV Stable

Durable

Risk of contamination

Compliant - IEC61549

GLASS VS PLASTIC LAMPS



DIFFUSED VS NON-DIFFUSED LAMPS

Improved visibility

Mimics fluorescent

Increased fly catch

Diffusion spread UV across a 
wider beam angle

Diffusion coating increased fly catch 
by           compared to 
non-diffused LED.

Broad UV spread  is  comparable to 
tradit ional f luorescent lamps

14%



Point-source
LED fixtures

Produce strong but 
highly directional 

UV beams

Lamp form factor

Offers a more 
natural, 

fluorescent-like 
spread of light

Lamp form factor 
+

diffused coating

Dispersed UV 
emission. Greater 

attraction 
consistency

THE POWER OF THE LAMP 
FORM FACTOR



WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN RETROFIT LED

01

02

03

Lifet ime & warranty

Independent fly-catch data

Compatibil ity - lamp type /
control gear

04 Diffused FEP coating



QUESTIONS WELCOME!
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