SN ' SWS MEMBER NEWSLETTER

PO Pox 10299, Spokave, WA 44209
www.spokanewatercolor.oro

Atoi3

SOCIET

WINTER 2026 ® page A - - A
— CALENDAR OF EVENTS Cha ”7‘

e
DEADLINE FOR ENTRY INJO SWS NATIONAL SHOW - ﬁ
enter through caFE (www.callforentry.org) by 12 am, mountain time— PA l T’N G
see prospectus JANUARY
g New Beginnings

Feb.14  Happry Valemtine's Oy ‘ EBRUAR
Feb.18  Men’s Breakfast, Molly’s Café, 224 S. Lincoln Street, Spokane, F UA i Y
WEDNESDAY, 9:00 a.m. ' Composition

(or what's on your easel)

SWS Gen. Meeting—in person—Spokane Art Supply, Saturday, 10-12, \F\“ SUBTECT OF YOUR CHOICE

1303 N. Monroe, Spokane—Sitill Life with Shelly Haas with techniques to, "\ &
g

help unlock your inner vision—see page"3 X0
Mar.18  Men’s Breakfast, Molly’s Café, 224 S. Lincoln Street, ) ‘ﬁ} \(:

Y
* \ﬁ g
{

Spokane, WEDNESDAY, 9:00 a.m. % s . /A 7 'x\ h P
T ’\I i4 ‘l‘:.\.

Feb. 9

Feb. 21

*

Mar.21  SWS Gen. Meetiﬁgji'f;ﬂ\l PERSON at Spokane Art Supply,
\1’

Saturday 10-12, Pigments Demo with Bennie Fountain

»

SWS National Workshop with David R. Smith, at Spokane Art Supp o
quroe, Spokane—9:30-4:30—REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Fresh and Exciting Watercolor
foin D on  Waterolr it David R, Swith

Journey, learning the most -
valuable watercolor concepts p=a AWS, NWS, TWSA
and techniques. This _
workshop will save you
countless hours of trial & error
by demonstrating approaches
in an easily understood manner that will
open new doors of discovery and
creativity. Participants will be provided
reference photos, drawing guldes, and
step-by-step instruction through all
stages of the painting process, The
workshop is packed with demos and
guided practice. Regardless of your level
of e, you're almost
to leave with a handsome work of art,
and the skills, concepts, and confidence
to take your paintings to a higher level.
David will demonstrate a wide variety of
approaches and techniques including

April
9-11 1303 N.

- SEE P6.2
Al For TIPS ON FEB
only 9 SpOts left! ¢ ,/AL%NGES!

P74

AN

31 <

. \
April 9, 10, 11

D how to link shapes in a composition
based on values, learning about edge vees 9:30 to 4:30
quality of shapes, the importance of ! N
Y : in-person at

different consistencies of paint, and
the different moisture qualities of
paper, as well as how to work "wet-on-
wet," and incorporate "spattering” and e
"spraying," - concepts and approaches
that will keep your paintings fresh
with exciting blends and textures N
and keep you inspired and eager to !
explore your new watercolor . .
capabilities long into the future. i SV e Registration opens
Tl A Skt January 1

s - =4 ¥ 4
3 POKANE ; : '
— For registration and \
M (7 0 ’ more information: isit
(4 o : visit
SOCIETY - . 2 WWW.spokanewat,
. 4 e a"C(Jlor‘org
www.spokanewatercolor.org - i 2 S
N o y

Spokane Art Supply

SWS members: $395
non-members: $495
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N ' Rule of Odds:
February Challenge Tip ,‘ Grocping ubjecs i
By Susan Schmidt/Diana Postlewait is often more visually

b eali d me -
COMPOSITION L bié thart even numbers
Art composition involves arranging elements for visual ' ¢
appeal, with the Rule of Thirds (placing subjectsona | . ="
3x3 grid's lines/intersections) being a key guideline
for balance, while other methods include LEADING
LINES, SYMMETRY, FRAMING, RULE OF ODDS,
NEGATIVE SPACE, and the more complex GOLDEN

Negative. Space: The
ApF empty space around
T"‘ | your subject. Leaving

| ample negative space
 creates simplicity, em-
. phasizes the subject,
'| and prevents clufter.

RATIO/SPIRAL, all aiming for dynamic, engaging visu- - S | Depth & Perspec-

als rather than static centering. & - iiive (For;ag;c()jténd l
A y s ' Interest): ing ele-

KEY_COMPOSITION- ments in the foreground helps create a sense of three- 2

AL TECHNIQUES A BEIINNERS g1y dimensionality, making flat art feel more immersive.

Rule of Thirds: oz % ne 1o Filling the Frame: Intentionally getting close to your subject

aﬁ;’édn"}g’eo‘éz;&”vgfn W to eli?ninafe distractions and cr'eya e in’ri?nacy. (Crgpping). a

(two horizontal, two Golden Ratio/Spiral (Phi): A more advanced mathematical
vertical lines). Place Er‘opor‘ﬂon (a]Pprqx. 1:1.618) found in nature, used to create
focal points on the Rule of Thivdy armonious, flowing compositions, often visualized as the Gold-

four intersections or Selensecion o en Spiral.
along the lines for il ol
natural-looking bal- WHY USE THEM?
ance, avoiding dead-
H

center placement il e Visual Interest: Breaks monoton

: Tmemms Treeges o Balance: Creates harmon en elements, even when
der, s+ab”ip'(ﬁ<d Croze . ° E\mgi«;w Can evoke feelings of drama, calm, power, or
even majesty (like bl s YSTERS
in religious art) by e Clarity: Helps isolate and emphasize the main subject
mirroring elements,
often using reflec-

Diagenaf

1Lorr(\ls| ?grc:rr"ghifec— Radiai Ry e We will show both Jahuary’s and February’s Chal-
. lenges at our Feb. 21 meeting at Spokane Art Supply.
Leading Lines: z

Gelden Spjya)

Use nafural or om pannd Corve o Bring your paintings to the meeting, AND pleéase up-
man-made lines . Ciroutar load them onto the website by Thursday Feb. 19.
(roads, rivers, fences) to guide the S . .
viewer's eye fowards the main subject. £ This will ensure that clgan images of your work will be
Framing (Frame within a Frame): Use elements 7~ presented on the website, and newsletter.

like doorways, windows, or tree branches to create , e Please see pg. 3 for uploading instructions.

a natural border around your subject, adding depth. 7, »i o ) .

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

I 2 "Susan Burke, Spokave, WA
S NEl WEBSITE i\ ' Bob Huwter, Spokave, WA
Thawks +o +he tireless efforts of the AD- \> Rocky Kerr, Spok
AN /A § , Spokane, WA
HOC Committee, they found av individual // “Q\ s\%\& 3 P
+to renovate and streamline our web- /‘g 2 7 &, Q// Jim WMarphy, Spokane, WA
site to wmake it more functional in a - /// ’00// Nawey & Vince Kurpaw, Spokane, WA
user-friewdly format. Please see page /7/ & {\/ L . }
3 for procedures to help us learn and %4 0/ aurie Barrie, Pullman, wh

navigate through the new format. \./ Alicia Beat, Collville, wA


https://www.google.com/search?q=Rule+of+Odds&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sour
https://www.google.com/search?q=Negative+Space&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&so
https://www.google.com/search?q=Depth+%26+Perspective&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Depth+%26+Perspective&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Filling+the+Frame&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q
https://www.google.com/search?q=Golden+Ratio%2FSpiral&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Phi&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sourceid=chro
https://www.google.com/search?q=Leading+Lines&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sou
https://www.google.com/search?q=Leading+Lines&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sou
https://www.google.com/search?q=Symmetry&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sourceid
https://www.google.com/search?q=Framing&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sourceid=
https://www.google.com/search?q=Rule+of+Odds&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sour
https://www.google.com/search?q=Negative+Space&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&so
https://www.google.com/search?q=Golden+Ratio%2FSpiral&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Golden+Ratio%2FSpiral&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Rule+of+Thirds&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&so
https://www.google.com/search?q=Symmetry+%26+Patterns&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Symmetry+%26+Patterns&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Leading+Lines&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sou
https://www.google.com/search?q=Framing&oq=Art+-+different+kinds+of+compositions%2C+rule+of+thirds%2C+etc.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjMwMDAxajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBTHIVaWFNKrR8QUxyFWlhTSq0Q&sourceid=
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Website Tips. |

wilh Convie s
éE‘???/?ﬁ//éé;/ai/ww.spolmnewc:ltercolonr.org

FIRST LOGIN to UPDATED SITE

If you have not accessed your account in the updated
website, you will be directed to set a new password
the FIRST TIME you login.

HERE ARE THE STEPS INVOLVED:
e Log on to www.spokanewatercolor.org

e Hit the Login Button on the top right or the My
Account button and the Login Screen will pop up

e Click on "Forgot Password"”

e Choose to Reset your Password, enter your email
address and click “"Send Link"

¢ You will receive a code on that email address
e Enter the code by typing it in, or copying & pasting
e Type in a new password of your choosing &

e Click “Confirm and Reset”

¢ A confirmation of the change should appear »

e Go back to the Login Box on the website and -
type in your new password :

It is important that you can access your
account as you will not be able to view the
Members Only information such as discount
codes, member roster, payment links, etc. If
you are having trouble please contact the Web
Manager at webmanager@spokanewatercolor.org.

HOW TO UPLOAD CHALLENGES

Please bring your Challenge Paintings to in-person
meetings, but also we request you upload them so
that we have clean images to use on the website and
newsletter. Please upload by the Thursday before
the general meeting.

e Log in to your account at
www.spokanewatercolor.org

e Hit the My Account Button on the right of Menu

-

e Click on "Meetings and Programs”

e Click on “"View and Submit Current Chal-
lenge” (images should be clean and cropped
to show the painting only), FORMAT
should be in JPEG or PNG, maximum size
of 4 mb

e Type in the requested information with
the uploaded photos and click “Submit”
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at the

| SWS General Meeting
Saturday, February 21
10 am.to 12pm
Spokane Art Supply
1303 N. Monroe, Spokane

SWS member, Shelly Haas, has spent her days
teaching neuroscience for children and adults with
different learning styles. She tries to make con-
tact with a person's own “operating systems”, and
assist them with being more present fo these inner
systems and use them to advantage in daily life.
Shel will introduce us to some of these
techniques to unlock our inner vision, as artists,
and to understand how we “see” and translate
that to our painting process.

And, of course, there will be plenty of time

. for “hands-on" learning as we paint a STILL

LIFE, so bring your painting supplies!

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
July 31 thru August 2, 2026
www.artonthegreencda.com

Some deadlines are coming up soon...
Now through Mar. 17
Booth Artists appliCations open
(through Z2app)
Jah. 1—Mar. 17
Poster Contest entries open

April 2—May 31

| Juried Show entries open

. Check out their website for more info
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3 JMury Dewo Hoties

DOY’Y’\&?\‘F\(WI ove of our 2025 National Show winvers from New Jersey,
gave us a challenging and informative (as well as gutertainivg)
demo o paivting cityscapes at our Jannary meeting. She is n-
spired by the street scenes of nearby New York, by typography
and big bold images. She finds the perspective easy as the vaw-
ishing points made by city streets are obvious.

””mmm

Im

——
P —]

B She always starts with a sketch—if she doesw't like the composi-
tion n her sketeh, she won't like i+ as a painting. Dorrie begins
her paivting with a detailed drawing, more detail in front, and less
m the unimportant areas—vyou should ouly put in as much detail as you feel com-

__fortable with, i.e. you dow't have to paint every window you see to convey the
L, esseuce of the building. Tt is far better to keep things as simple as possible.
* TIP—paint the shadows of tires instead of +he tires themselves.

W She uses a full value range with the darks centered on her area of interest,
e T and she leaves room ov the side of her paper +o test values and colors. Dorrie
Qi L 2 BN Ml feels that wixing colors is imperative as evidenced by her palette. She tries +o
' it leave the white spaces without maskivg, often pulling them out by paper towel
or brush. Dorrie may put as many as 325 lavers on :
her paintings—letting each dry before going to |
the vext. She does vot like +o work wet on wet.
She uses Arches or Fabriano paper, mostly cold
pressed, and prefers Silver Brushes—Black
Velvet holds a lot of paint and you can also
draw with it+. A credit card piece is a great
tool +o pull ont fine lives.

Her colors are mostly muted but for the
pop of color in her interest areas, which draws the
viewer’s eye. She does not use outlives but pre-
fers +o use vegative space +o define the edges.

Dortie did a fantastic job of paivting a detailed
cityscape in under two hours, and we all loved her
hawmor and “back east” charm. Mou can learn more
avout Dorrie , her painting and owlive workshops
at www.dorrierifkincom. THANK YOU DORRIE!

') we all loved i+t

YOUR PRIVACY IS IMPORTANT T
to Spokane Watercolor Society! y SiX
Mour contact information is included v our roster, so that members can 3 :
contact each other. This is only accessible by logging on +o
www.spokanewatercolor.org with your user name and password, nader
the heading “WN Accomt”. I you PO NOT want vour contact infor-
mation ov this roster, please contact: vpresspokanewatercolor.org.
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S -
_ ring our November Anhnual Business Meeting/Brunch,
. members learned of all the exciting things planned for 2026—
shows, workshops, display opportunities, plein air events and
more. Te also recapped SWS in 2025 with a fuh slideshow.
The Ad-Hoc Committee presented a breakdown of the
Officers’ duties (which were far too many)—worksheets were
given for members to easily volunteer for tasks whiCh fit s
their sKills and time available. The future of SWS de- &
Wy pends on member partiCipation—thank You all £Or Your <=
l positive response! Our December meeting was our |
' white elephant art SUpply swap ahd Christmas party.

\

Jahuary’s meeting was
200m ahd 2oom link at
Spokanhe Art Supply. Sever-
al guests and hew members
were in attendance. An-
nouncements were followed

byDoarrie’s detno.
) ',-’, e 7"),"‘ /
. N/

Y
A\ - P A
\ ? -
Thank you Tom B. for the great phoyé
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