DATING CONVERSATIONS - COMPLETE GUIDE (TEENS 14-18 YEARS)

Dating combines small talk demands, physical proximity anxiety, rejection fear, body
language reading, and unwritten social rules. Many teens struggle with initiating
conversation, sustaining eye contact, reading sarcasm, and handling rejection. This guide
starts with low-stakes group hangouts, scripts 5 conversation starters, establishes safety
first (location sharing and curfews), and teaches rejection as information, not failure.

WHY DATING FEELS TERRIFYING

Dating forces real-time social judgment, body language reading, small talk flow, and
emotional vulnerability all at once. The pressure to "read between the lines," understand
flirting, manage physical touch, and handle rejection smoothly can trigger shutdown or
meltdown. Many teens avoid dating entirely rather than face the unpredictability.

Sensory + Executive + Social Profile Checklist

Challenge Area |What It Feels Like

Social Anxiety |Smalltalk sustaining, rejection processing, judging when to speak

xecutive Date planning, time management, conversation topic transitions,
Function ending gracefully

Proximity awareness, hand-holding pressure, kissing confusion,

Physical .
personal space boundaries
Verbal Sarcasm detection, flirting misreads, silence tolerance, understanding
erba
hints
Stranger danger assessment, alcohol/peer pressure, ride home
Safety

planning, trust decisions

PRE-DATING FOUNDATION
Start with Group Hangouts Only

First three dates are group hangouts, minimum 4 people. This removes one-on-one
pressure, provides conversation topics naturally, and allows your teen to observe social
dynamics without performing.



Why group first:
e Multiple conversation threads (less pressure on your teen to sustain)
e Built-in activity (restaurant, movie, arcade) = natural pauses
¢ Peer modeling (watch how friends flirt, manage conversations)
¢ Safety in numbers (less risk of uncomfortable situations)
¢ Low-stakes rejection (if one personisn't interested, others are there)
Conversation Starter Scripts (Practice These 5)

Script these exact phrases at home. Record yourself saying them. Play them back. This
removes the "what do | say?" freeze.

Conversation Starter #1 - Movies:
"What's the best movie you've seen lately? Did you like it?"

Conversation Starter #2 — Music:
"What kind of music are you into? Got any favorite artists?"

Conversation Starter #3 — Pets:
"Do you have any pets? What are they like?"

Conversation Starter #4 — Hobbies:
"What do you do for fun outside school?"

Conversation Starter #5 - School:
"What's your favorite class this year? Why?"

Practice protocol:
¢ Week 1: Read scripts aloud 3 times daily
¢ Week 2: Record yourself, listen back
¢ Week 3: Practice with parent as pretend date
¢ Week 4: Use in low-stakes settings (friends, family, classmates)
¢ Week 5: Ready for actual group hangout
Safety First: Location Sharing + Curfew
Before any date, establish non-negotiable safety rules.

Parent sets up:



e Location sharing app (Google Family Link, Life360, or Apple Find My)

e 6 PM curfew (hard stop, no negotiation first few dates)

e Text check-in protocol (thumbs up emoji = all good, thumbs down = pickup)

¢ Emergency code word ("PICKUP" = parent comes immediately, no questions)
Teen agrees to:

¢ Location sharing stays ON during entire date

e Text parent when date arrives and when leaving

e« Never turn off location or silence phone

¢ Use emergency code if uncomfortable (no judgment consequences)

WHAT TO PACK + PREPARE
Safety Essentials:

e Location sharing enabled (phone charged to 100%)

Emergency cash ($20 for taxi/Uber if needed)

Charged phone with parent's number saved

e Curfew reminder laminated in wallet
Conversation Preparation:
e« 5topic cards (movies, music, pets, hobbies, school) written on index cards
e Backup conversation topics list (school events, shows watched, favorite foods)
¢ Written "escape phrases" if conversation stalls (see below)
Comfort Items:

Noise-canceling headphones (for bathroom breaks to decompress)

Protein snack (nuts, granola bar, cheese stick - nut allergy warning)

Water bottle (hydration prevents anxiety spirals)

Breath mints (low-stakes confidence boost)

Hygiene Kit:



e Deodorant refill stick (social anxiety > sweat)

e Lintroller (nervous fidgeting > lint on clothes)

e Comb or brush (grooming = confidence)
Documents:

e 6 PM curfew laminated on card

e Safe exit phrases written on card

¢ Emergency contact numbers

e Parent's text code system written down

VISUAL SCHEDULE EXAMPLE (First Group Hangout - Coffee Shop)
Print this and walk through it together before the date.

text

4:00 PM - Group meets at coffee shop (4 friends minimum, public place)

> Find table, order drink, sit down

4:15 PM - Conversation Starter #1 (favorite movie)

> Use scripted question, listen for 2 minutes, ask follow-up

4:30 PM - Someone brings up music

- You use Conversation Starter #2 (music playlists)

4:45 PM - Bathroom break (location check-in with parent)

> Text parent: "Doing OK, back in 3 min"

- Use AirPods if overwhelmed (5 min decompression)

5:00 PM - Return to group, conversation continues



> Topics shift naturally (someone mentions school)

5:15 PM - Group activity or photo (safety evidence)

- Group photo for parent (proof you're together)

5:30 PM - Start thinking about leaving (curfew at 6 PM)

> Say: "l need to head out soon, but this was fun"

5:45 PM - Thank group for time together

> Say: "Thanks for hanging out. See you soon."

5:55 PM - Walk to desighated pickup location

> Text parent: "Ready for pickup at main entrance'

6:00 PM - Parent arrives, debrief at home

CONVERSATION FLOW PRACTICE

How to Sustain a Conversation (Without Freezing)

Structure: Ask > Listen > Ask Follow-Up > Share

Example with movies starter:

You: "What's the best movie you've seen lately?" (Ask)

Them: "Oh, | loved Spider-Man. The action scenes were insane."

You: "Cool. What did you like about it?" (Ask Follow-Up)

Them: "Just the plot twists. Didn't see them coming."

You: "Yeah, those were good. | liked [movie title] for the same reason." (Share)

Them: "Oh, | haven't seen that one."



You: "You should check it out. It's on streaming." (Simple advice)
Result: 3-minute conversation, no awkward silences, sounds natural.
What to Do When Silence Happens
Silence feels catastrophic to anxious teens. It's actually normal.
When conversation stalls:
1. Take a breath (it feels longer to you than them)
2. Ask afollow-up to what they just said
3. If stuck: Use bathroom break (recharge, ask parent for reassurance)
4. Return and use new conversation starter

Silence normalizer: Say to yourself, "Silence for 10 seconds is fine. | will ask a question

now.

SAFE EXIT PHRASES (Memorize These)

Sometimes a date feels bad. Your teen needs permission to leave without explaining why.
These phrases work in group or one-on-one settings:

Exit Phrase #1 (Homework):

"l have homework due tomorrow. | should head out."

Exit Phrase #2 (Family obligation):
"Family dinner at 6. My parents are picking me up."

Exit Phrase #3 (Friend need):
"Friend needs a ride home. | told them I'd help. Gotta go."

Exit Phrase #4 (Phone charge):
"My phone's dying and my parents check in. | need to charge it at home."

Exit Phrase #5 (Honest):
"I'm getting tired. Gonna head home and relax."

The emergency code: If your teen is uncomfortable, they text you the word "PICKUP" and
you come immediately. No judgment, no questions until home, no consequences. This is
sacred.



PARENT SCRIPTS FOR CHECK-INS
Pre-Date (Night Before)

What you say:

"Tomorrow you're hanging out with [names]. That's great. You'll meet at [location] at [time].
You need to be back by 6 PM. Location sharing is on. If anything feels weird or you want out,
text me PICKUP and I'll come get you right away. What conversation topics are you most
nervous about?"

Why this works:
e Sets clear expectations (time, location, people, curfew)
¢ Emphasizes safety code (PICKUP = rescue)
¢ Acknowledges anxiety (normalizes it)
¢ Opens space for teen to name worries
Mid-Date (Text Check-In)

You text:
"How's it going? & "

They respond:
Thumbs up emoji = all good, don't respond again
Thumbs down emoji = immediate pickup needed

If no response in 30 minutes = call them (once, not multiple times)
Post-Date Debrief (At Home, Calm Moment)

What you say:
"So, how'd it go? What felt easy? What felt hard?"

Listen for:
¢ Conversation success (did they use scripts?)
¢ Physical comfort (was proximity OK?)
e Socialreading (did they notice interest or lack thereof?)
o« Safety (were they comfortable the whole time?)
Don't say:

¢ "Whydidn't you say [thing]?" (creates shame)



¢ "You should have done [action]" (criticism)
¢ "They seemed interested in you" (projecting)
Do celebrate:
e« "You started a conversation. That took courage."
¢ "You asked questions and listened. That's great dating skill."
¢ "You handled [hard moment]. You did well."
Rejection Processing Script
If they like someone who doesn't like them back:

What you say:

"It's normal that they're not interested. Not a rejection of you—just a compatibility check.
80% of dates don't lead to a second date. That doesn't mean anything's wrong with you. It
means you're looking for someone who's excited to know you. That person will come. For
now, you know you CAN date. That's the win."

Key point: Reframe rejection as "information, not failure."

PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES SCRIPTS

Many teens feel confused about touch: handholding, hugging, kissing. Clarity prevents
overwhelm.

How to Set Boundary: Handshake vs Hug

Your script:
"I'm not big on hugs. High-five instead?"

Why it works:
e Clear boundary (no ambiguity)
e Offers alternative (still friendly)
¢ Prevents misreading later
Space Awareness Walking

Better option: Side-by-side walking = more sensory comfortable than face-to-face walking
(less eye contact demand, easier to sustain conversation).



If they try to hold hands and you don't want to:
"Thanks, but | need personal space right now. Cool?"

Most people will understand. If they don't, that's information they're not the right match.
Kissing Confusion
Kissing is confusing. There's no "standard" first kiss cue. Here's the script:
If someone leans in to kiss and you're unsure:
e Step back (physically establish space)
e Say: "I'm not sure about that yet. Can we take it slower?"
e Or: "Let's just be friends for now."

You do NOT have to kiss anyone you don't want to kiss. Ever. Full stop.

MELTDOWN RECOVERY (During Date)

If your teen gets overwhelmed mid-date:
1. Bathroom + headphones immediately (5-minute break, alone)
2. Activate location share and parent pickup (text "PICKUP" or call)
3. Rejoin group briefly or excuse self (use exit phrase: "l have to head out")
4. Parent pickup to car (silence during drive, no questions)
5. Home decompression (shower, quiet room, protein snack, NO debrief)
6. Next-day reflection only (when calm, talk through what happened)

Important: Meltdowns during dates are normal and expected. They don't mean dating is
"not for them." They mean they need better support or a slower progression.

BIOMEDICAL SUPPORT FOR DATING ANXIETY

Social stress spikes cortisol and adrenaline. Pre-date nutrition can stabilize mood and
prevent panic.

Pre-Date Meal (1-2 Hours Before)

Protein + complex carbs prevent blood sugar crash:



e Turkey sandwich + apple
e [Eggs +whole grain toast
o Chicken +rice
e Yogurt + granola
e Cheese +whole grain crackers
Why this matters: Low blood sugar feels like anxiety. It's easy to mistake hunger for panic.
Magnesium Glycinate (Evening Before)
e Dose: 200-400 mg (consult doctor for your teen's dose)
e Effect: Calms nervous system, improves sleep, reduces physical anxiety
e Timing: Take with dinner night before date
B-Vitamins (Daily)
e B6+B12: Support mood regulation and stress response
¢ Food sources: Chicken, fish, eggs, fortified cereals
e Consultdoctor if supplementing
What NOT to Do
¢ Caffeine: Amplifies anxiety, makes tremors worse
e Sugar crashes: Can trigger anxiety mid-date
e« Skipping meals: Forces your teen into stress response
¢ Energydrinks: Triple whammy of caffeine, sugar, and artificial stimulants
Sleep Non-Negotiable
e 8+ hours night before date
e Tired brain = reactive brain = worse anxiety
o Tired = easier to misread social cues
Hydration
¢ Dehydration > headache > anxiety confusion

¢ Carry water bottle on date



e Sipregularly (also gives something to do with hands)

REJECTION IS NORMAL (Frame It Right)
What Rejection Means (And Doesn't Mean)
Rejection means:
¢ You're not a match for this person right now
e They're looking for something different
e Thisis about compatibility, not your value
Rejection does NOT mean:
e You're notlikable
¢ You did something wrong
¢ Something's wrong with you
¢ You shouldn't try dating again
Statistics to memorize:
o 80% of first dates don't lead to second dates
e That's NORMAL and expected
¢ Yourteen is not failing; dating is a numbers game
Graceful Exit After Rejection
If your teen finds out someone isn't interested:

Script to use:
"Thanks for hanging out. | had fun. Take care."

That's it. No asking why. No trying to change their mind. No argument. Simple, kind, done.



GROUP HANGOUT PROGRESSION (Weeks 1-4)

This progression moves from group safety to semi-independence.

. . Group
Date ||Setting Duration . Focus
Size
Date . . Get comfortable, use conversation
Coffee shop 90 min 4+ friends
1 starters
Date , , o :
o Movie group 2 hours 4+ friends ||Practice sitting near person of interest
Date . . Activity-based (less conversation
Arcade/bowling||2 hours 4+ friends
3 pressure)
Date . 45 min . .
4 First 1:1 coffee Just 2 Public place, parent pickup nearby
max




POST-DATE REFLECTION CHECKLIST
After every date, your teen fills this out (or discusses with you):
Conversation Topics Used:

e [1Movies

e [IMusic

e [JPets

o [IHobbies

e [ISchool
Safety Protocols:

e [lLocation sharing stayed ON

e [Texted parent arrival and departure

o [ Curfew met

e [1Emergency code understood (didn't need to use it)
Physical Boundaries:

¢ [Felt comfortable with proximity

o []Setboundaries if needed

e [1Respected other person's boundaries
Emotional/Social:

e Conversation flow (1-10): ____
¢ Confidence level (1-10): ___
¢ Would second date happen?: Yes/ No / Unsure

o What felt easiest?:

e What felt hardest?:



SAFETY CONTRACT (Parent + Teen Sign)

Print this, discuss it together, both sign it. Refer back to it before every date.

text

DATING SAFETY CONTRACT

[ Location sharing stays ON at all times during date

I Curfew is 6 PM for first 10 dates (no exceptions)

1 Group minimum of 4 people for first 3 dates

[0 Parent knows:

- Date's name

- Date's phone number

- Meeting location

- Start and end times

L1 "PICKUP" text = parent arrives immediately, no judgment

1 No alcohol orillegal substances (ever)

1 No going to unfamiliar homes (first 5 dates)

1 No getting in car with date (parent provides rides first 10 dates)

1 Text parent hourly during date



U If uncomfortable, permission to leave immediately

1 Post-date debrief with parent (same day, calm moment)

Parent signature: Date:

Teen signature: Date:
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