[bookmark: _dgb9le1fh9ov][image: ]
[bookmark: _tyru4ikaxsi2]Title I Elm Community Charter School Parent and Family Engagement Policy
[bookmark: _1ykquirg10po]Part I. LEA Expectations
Each LEA must establish the LEA’s expectations for parent and family engagement.
[Section 1116(a)(2), ESEA]
Elm Community Charter School agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:
· Elm Community Charter School will put into operation programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of parents with Title I, Part A programs. These programs, activities, and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.

· The LEA will work with its schools to ensure the required school-level parent and family engagement policies meet the Title I, Part A requirements, and include, as a component, a school-parent compact.

· In carrying out the Title I, Part A parent and family engagement requirements, to the extent practicable, Elm Community Charter School will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents of children with limited English proficiency, parents of children with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports in an understandable and uniform format and, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.

· If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A funds is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the LEA will submit any parent comments with the plan upon request by the New York State Education Department (NYSED).

· The LEA will involve the parents of children served in Title I schools in decisions about how the one percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parent and family engagement is spent, and will ensure that not less than 90 percent of the one percent reserved goes directly to the schools. (Only applicable for LEAs with Title I, Part A allocations greater than $500,000.)

· The LEAs will be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family engagement, and expects that its Title I schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition:
Parent and family engagement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—
A. that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;
B. that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;
C.  that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and
D.  the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1116 of the ESEA.
[bookmark: _w4davpg2t51a]Part II. District/School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Required Components
1) Elm Community Charter School will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its LEA/school parent and family engagement plan;
· Invite all families to participate in school events
· Hold accessible input meetings. e.g. Family orientations, coffee & conversation, academic night, exhibitions, etc
· Gather ongoing input during schools events
· Provide translation and interpretations for parents of English Language Learners, students with disabilities and students in temporary housing 

2) Elm Community Charter School will convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school's participation under this part, and to explain the requirements of this part and the right of the parents to be involved;
· Elm Community Charter School convenes its Annual Title I Presentation each fall in conjunction with Family Orientation and Academic Night, held at the school at 79-17 51st Avenue, Elmhurst, NY 11373. All parents and guardians of participating children are invited and encouraged to attend.
· Notice of the meeting is sent to all families at least two weeks in advance through the school's family communication platform, in English and in translation. Interpretation and translated materials are available upon request. 

3) Elm Community Charter School will offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, with funds provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to parent and family engagement;
· Elm Community Charter School offers parent and family engagement meetings at a variety of times throughout the school year so that families with differing work and caregiving schedules are able to participate. Key meetings, including the review of the Title I Presentation, and it is offered in both a morning session and an evening session. 
· To reduce barriers to attendance, the school provides light refreshments, interpretation services, and translated written materials in the languages spoken by our families. For families who are unable to attend in person, school staff arrange individual phone conferences and or virtual conferences. 
· Elm surveys families annually regarding preferred meeting times, formats, and topics, and adjusts its engagement schedule in response to that feedback. Meeting times and locations are communicated to all families at least two weeks in advance through the school's family communication platform.

4) Elm Community Charter School will provide the following necessary coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I schools in planning and implementing effective parent and family engagement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance;
· Providing staff with materials, translated communications, interpretation services, and technology support needed to reach all families, including families of English learners, students with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, and migratory students.
· Convening student-led conferences and exhibitions four times or more per year, at which students present their learning and progress to families and teachers, and preparing staff and families to participate meaningfully in them.
· Offering family workshops on grade-level academic standards, curriculum, state and school assessments, and how families can monitor and support their child's progress at home.
· Maintaining regular communication with families through the school's family communication platform, progress reports, newsletters, and individual outreach from teachers and school leaders.
· Coordinating Title I engagement activities with other programs and community organizations serving Elm families, so that outreach is aligned rather than duplicative.

5) Elm Community Charter School will build the schools' and parents' capacity for strong parent and family engagement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically described below:

a) The LEA/school will, with the assistance of its Title I schools, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following:
i) The challenging, State academic standards;
ii) The state and local academic assessments including alternate assessments;
iii)  The requirements of Title I, Part A;
iv) How to monitor their child's progress, and
v)  How to work with educators to improve the achievement of their children.

6) Elm Community Charter School will provide parents of participating children, if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practically possible.

a) The LEA/school will, with the assistance of its Title I schools, provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children's achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parent and family engagement, by;
· Providing parents with materials, translated communications, interpretation services, and technology support needed to reach all families, including families of English learners, students with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, and migratory students.
· Maintaining regular communication with families through the school's family communication platform, progress reports, newsletters, and individual outreach from teachers and school leaders.

b) The LEA/school will, with the assistance of its Title I schools and parents, educate its teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, other school leaders, and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools, by;
· Providing parents with materials, translated communications, interpretation services, and technology support needed to reach all families, including families of English learners, students with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, and migratory students.
· Maintaining regular communication with families through the school's family communication platform, progress reports, newsletters, and individual outreach from teachers and school leaders.

c) The LEA/school will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement programs and activities with Head Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, by;
· Providing parents with materials, translated communications, interpretation services, and technology support needed to reach all families, including families of English learners, students with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, and migratory students.
· Maintaining regular communication with families through the school's family communication platform, progress reports, newsletters, and individual outreach from teachers and school leaders.

d) The LEA/school will take the following actions to ensure that Title I information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand;
· Information is distributed through multiple channels to ensure it reaches every household: the school's family communication platform, email, text message, printed materials sent home with students, postings in the school's main entrance and family-facing areas, and the school website. Notice of meetings and events is provided at least two weeks in advance whenever practicable.

7) Elm Community Charter School will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies under Title I with parent and family engagement strategies under the following programs: the school’s paid afterschool program, by;
· Elm Community Charter School shares its family engagement calendar and communications with its afterschool program staff so that scheduling and messaging stay consistent for families.

8) Elm Community Charter School will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parent and family engagement policy in improving the quality of its Title I schools. The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parent and family engagement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). The LEA/school will use the findings of the evaluation about its parent and family engagement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parent and family engagement, and to revise, if necessary (and with the involvement of parents) its parent and family engagement policies.
· Elm Community Charter School conducts an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this Parent and Family Engagement Policy with the direct involvement of families, and uses the findings to revise the policy and strengthen engagement practices.
· Who is responsible: The evaluation is led by the Principal and the leadership team.
· How the evaluation is conducted: Each year, the school administers an anonymous family survey, available in all languages spoken by our families and in paper, online, and online formats, asking families to assess the usefulness of school communications, the accessibility of meetings and events, the quality of information they receive about their child's progress, and whether they feel their input influences school decisions. The survey explicitly asks families what has prevented them from participating in school activities. Paper copies are sent home, and staff assists families who need help completing them, so that limited literacy or limited technology access does not exclude anyone from responding.

9) Elm Community Charter School will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement;
· Elm Community Charter School gathers parent input for school review and improvement through email communications that share Title I funding information and invite feedback, as well as through open feedback opportunities during the Annual Title I Presentation. Feedback gathered through these channels is considered by school leadership as part of the school's ongoing review and improvement process.


10) If the schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parent comments on the schoolwide program plan when the school makes the plan available to the local educational agency.
· Parents may submit written comments on the schoolwide program plan to the main office or by email; any comments received are compiled and submitted along with the plan to NYSED.
[bookmark: _knvocyqi6jmb]Part III. Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement
As a component of the school-level parent and family engagement policy, each school shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement.
· Elm Community Charter School shares the school-parent compact with families by email each year and invites feedback on its content; families may also share feedback on the compact during the Annual Title I Presentation before it is finalized.
[bookmark: _3d43alunskwc]Part IV. Discretionary District/School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Components
The LEA/School Parent and Family Engagement Policy may include additional paragraphs listing and describing other discretionary activities that the school district, in consultation with its parents, chooses to undertake to build parents' capacity for involvement in the school and school system to support their children's academic achievement, such as the following discretionary activities:
· Involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training.

· Provide necessary literacy training for parents from Title I, Part A funds received, if the school district has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training.

· Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parent and family engagement activities, including transportation and childcare costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions.

· Train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents.

· In order to maximize parent and family engagement and participation in their children's education, arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other educators who work directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school.

· Adopt and implement model approaches to improve parent and family engagement;

· Establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parent and family engagement in Title I, Part A programs.

· Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities.

· Provide other reasonable support for parent and family engagement activities under this section as parents may request. 

[bookmark: _kpaaid6l1nxt]Part V. Accessibility
In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements of this part, LEAs and schools, to the extent practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents of children with limited English proficiency, parents of children with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents can understand.
· The school identifies each family's preferred language for oral and written communication through the home language survey completed at enrollment, and records it so that all subsequent communication defaults to that language. Materials are translated into the languages spoken by our families. Interpretation is provided at family meetings, conferences, and school events, and families are told on every meeting notice that interpretation is available at no cost and may be requested in advance or on the day of the event. Families are never asked to rely on their own children to interpret substantive conversations about academic progress or student services.
· All Title I information is made available in accessible formats upon request, including large print, electronic versions compatible with screen readers, oral interpretation of written materials, and one-on-one review with a staff member. Family meetings and events are held in physically accessible locations. Requests may be made to the main office by phone, email, or in person, and families are not required to document the reason for a request.
· Families of students with disabilities receive information about their child's Individualized Education Program, related services, and progress toward IEP goals in their preferred language and in accessible formats. IEP meetings are scheduled at times that accommodate family work schedules, with interpretation provided, and families receive their procedural safeguards notice in a language they understand. Coordination between the school's special education staff and its family engagement staff ensures that these families are included in general Title I engagement activities and not only in special education meetings.
[bookmark: _xlamietay36p]Part VI. Adoption
This LEA/School Parent and Family Engagement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by meeting minutes.
This policy was adopted by Elm Community Charter School on August 19, 2026 and will be in effect for the period of 2026-2027. The LEA will distribute this policy to all parents of participating Title I children on or before September 30, 2026.

Signature of District Authorized Representative 
Date of Board Adoption
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