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SAFE HAVEN BABY BOXES



Safe Haven Baby Boxes offer a compassionate and secure option for mothers
in crisis who are unable to care for their newborns. Designed with innovative
safety features and installed on the exterior walls of fire stations and hospitals,
each box ensures the safe and anonymous surrender of infants. The exterior
door locks automatically when a newborn is placed inside, and an interior door
allows medical personnel to promptly and securely retrieve the baby, ensuring
immediate care and protection. Safe Haven Baby Boxes are a vital resource,
providing a lifeline for mothers and a safe beginning for their newborns.

Every year, countless infants are heartbreakingly abandoned in the United
States. While each situation is unique, parents are continuously finding
themselves in times of crisis, facing emotional and practical challenges that
can lead to desperate and unsafe decisions. These tragic stories underscore
the urgent need for a secure and compassionate alternative that provides
parents with a safe and anonymous option for child surrender and gives
children the possibility of a brighter future.

Since 2016, Safe Haven Baby Boxes have provided a discreet and secure
option for parents to surrender their newborns. By raising awareness of the
Safe Haven Law, operating a national 24-hour hotline, and carefully designing
and implementing Baby Boxes in fire stations across the United States, Safe
Haven Baby Boxes help ensure that no child is left without care and no parent
feels like they have no options.

Our legislative packet offers a comprehensive guide to legislators seeking to
amend their state’s safe haven law to allow for anonymous surrender through
baby boxes. We provide a thorough look at the issue of infant abandonment,
how surrenders work through the baby boxes as well as model legislation with
testimony for your reference.  
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR
TESTIMONY

Our experience in working with over 20 states has taught us some hard-won lessons about
testimony in committees.  Most importantly, “be prepared” and “stay on point.”  This packet is
meant to answer most of the questions we have encountered over the past 8 years and
provide guidance in avoiding pitfalls in the process.

Be Prepared: Ensure the sponsoring legislator(s) have read through the material and are
familiar with the basic FAQs in this packet.  Anyone else attending, providing testimony, or
speaking at a hearing should be able to answer basic questions about the “infant safety
device,” its function, and basic procedure.  The most common questions from legislators in
hearings are answered in the above documents.

SHBB will provide written testimony from Monica Kelsey, Founder,  Joe Kelsey, Chief
Operations Officer as well as Pamela Stenzel, MFT  Therapist, Hotline Director.  We will not be
able to attend in person or virtually because of the cost and time involved while legislation is
being processed in over ten separate states.  Because we do not want this legislation to be
considered a “Vendor” bill, it is best to keep the language “infant safety device” and not “Baby
Boxes” and limit testimony from SHBB to the written testimony provided here.

STAY ON POINT:  The most common problem in the committee hearings we have attended
has been legislators attempting to argue the validity of the SAFE HAVEN LAW itself and not
the addition of language allowing for the use of an “infant safety device.”  Almost every
argument against amending the state law has been an argument that could be used to nullify
the existing law.  Arguments such as rights of the non-surrendering parent, what if the infant is
being trafficked, obtaining medical information from the surrendering parent, etc.  Many of
these questions have been answered in the FAQ section.  What is essential is not to allow
members of the committee to get sidetracked with questions that pertain to existing laws and
focus the discussion on the inclusion of an “infant safety device” as one more legal option for
safe surrender.  Also, it is the ONLY option of safe surrender that offers anonymity. 
Confidentiality is NOT anonymity.

Ensure you have local people ready to provide written, virtual, or in-person support during
committee hearings.  The more grassroots support in your state, the better.  We will give you
all the names of interested individuals from your state who contact us.  We will update that list
monthly,
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{Senator Carney and Representative Harnett and members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Judiciary}, my name is Pamela Stenzel and I am a founding
member of the Board of Directors for Safe Haven Baby Boxes.  I am a licensed
counselor with a masters  in Marriage and Family Therapy and the Director of the
National  Safe Haven Crisis Line 1-866-99BABY1. I have over thirty years of
experience counseling women experiencing unintended pregnancy.

Since we began operating the National Safe Haven Crisis Line in March of 2016,
we have received over 10,000 calls on our hotline and have assisted hundreds of
parents in the safe surrender of their newborn.  I have personally taken most of
those calls, and continue to offer help and hope to parents in crisis.  My
experience has shown that one of the biggest hindrances for parents who are
considering utilizing existing Safe Haven laws is anonymity.   While surrendering
your infant to medical personnel may claim to provide confidentiality, it clearly
does not provide anonymity.  One such mother, in the state of Indiana, was
terribly  frightened of a face to face surrender and because she lived in a rural
area and was not close enough at that time to utilize an existing Safe Haven Baby
Box, I had to convince her to make a call to 911 and surrender to the paramedics
who met her.  Of course, one of the firefighters that responded to the call knew
this young woman and was a former classmate.  Her fears were not unfounded.

When you study illegal abandonments across the country, one fact becomes
clear. Most wanted to do the right thing, but fear prevented them from walking
that infant into the hospital or fire station.  Many of these women placed their
infants near a safe haven surrender location or in a place where they clearly
wanted the baby to be found, they were just too afraid of a face-to-face
encounter. The opportunity to utilize a “newborn safety device” provides this
mother with a way to surrender their unharmed newborn by placing them in a
safe, tested, electronically monitored device built into the walls of hospitals or fire
stations where the infant will be retrieved and receive medical attention in under
5 minutes.

While it is our desire that mothers in crisis receive help and support, surrendering
their newborn legally and safely is a last resort option that must be available.  A
dumpster, or trash bin or toilet is no place for an infant.  These women are crying
out for help, I trust that this body in the state of {Maine} will hear those cries and
provide this beacon of hope to families in crisis in your community. 

I respectfully request that you vote {LD 560} as Ought to Pass.  Thank you for your
time and consideration today.  

Pamela Stenzel, M.F.T.
Safe Haven Baby Boxes
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Y {Distinguished members of the committee}  Thank you for allowing me to
provide information on the Safe Haven Baby Box.
The Safe Haven Baby Box is a safety device designed to allow for a safe and
secure surrender of an infant at authorized locations under the state “Safe
Haven Law”. Most often, they are installed at full time 24/7 staffed fire/EMS
stations, and hospitals.

The location is required to sign a lease and service agreement for the Safe
Haven Baby Box program with our organization.  This agreement must be
signed, and the program fee must be paid before the location receives the
baby box.

The Safe Haven Baby Box includes 3 pre-programmed output signals. The
first output notification signal is from opening the outside door and is
activated after 2 seconds. Once the baby is placed in the bassinet, the
outside door will automatically lock upon closing. The second signal is sent
out 60 seconds after the baby is placed in the bassinet. The third signal is
activated in the event that the baby box loses power. 

The baby box will alert 911 dispatch via a third-party alarm system connected
to the three output ports of the baby box corresponding to each signal. It is
the responsibility of the provider location to install the baby box and set up a
third-party alarm system. Once installed, the location must perform 7
consecutive days of testing to ensure the device and alarm are operating
properly. This includes simulating a baby being placed; the door locks
properly; the corresponding alarm signals are generated; 911 dispatch is
notified by the third-party alarm provider; and the first responders are
alerted to retrieve the baby with 5 minutes of being placed.

Once the physical testing is completed, the provider location is required to
perform this test once per week and this must be logged as physical
evidence of testing. We also require spot checks two times per day. These
spot checks include a visual check through the acrylic door to confirm the
basinet sensor has 1 green light; the heater is operating, and the alarm is
powered on.

Respectfully submitted,
Joe Kelsey, Chief Operations Officer
Safe Haven Baby Boxes
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My name is Monica Kelsey, and I am the founder and current CEO of Safe Haven
Baby Boxes. I started this ministry based on my beginnings of being abandoned
by my birth mother 2 hours after I was born. She was 17 years old, brutally
attacked and raped, and left along the side of the road.  Knowing her story gave
me the drive to bring more resources to parents who don’t want to face anyone
when they surrender. 

  After I started SHBB, the vision became much more precise and was based on
statistics of where the babies are being dumped.  Would it surprise you if I told
you that we find a baby every 3 days in America on average?  It is shocking when
you think about how much support we have, from Crisis Pregnancy Centers to
Govt. assistance, yet we still have babies being thrown away in trash cans.  And
do you know the main reason why?  This is because women want anonymity. 
They currently get confidentiality when they walk into a hospital and surrender
their baby, but they don’t get anonymity.  This is very important to some parents
who want to do the right thing but don’t want to talk to or see anyone.  This is
why the baby box is so important and has been very successful in many states in
America. Now, a parent can still walk in and hand their baby to personnel inside
the facility; we haven’t changed that. We just added an anonymous option.
Instead of taking a baby from a parent, you pull a baby from a box. 

The process after the baby is received won’t change. The child will still be given
emergency medical care, transported to the hospital, and then turned over to
the Dept of Child Services.  During this time, the Missing and Exploited Children
Database is still notified, and in the meantime, they are looking for adoptive
parents for this child.  So, to be clear, adding the safety device to the already
existing safe haven law doesn’t change anything. It just adds another surrender
option.  

We hope you will see the need for this anonymous option in your state.  We
believe that it's better to have boxes and not need them than to need a box and
not have them.

Monica Kelsey
Founder/CEO
Safe Haven Baby Boxes
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