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Monica Kelsey founded Safe Haven Baby Boxes in 2015 after an inspiring trip to 

South Africa. During this trip, Monica saw a Baby Box in action and saw how it 

provided a safety net for parents in crisis. Monica made it her mission to help 

parents in crisis as her own birth mother was when she abandoned Monica as an 

infant. The &rst step is raising awareness and educating the public about the Safe 

Haven laws. 

Safe Haven Baby Boxes is the only organization providing an anonymous option for 

parents to safely surrender their infant. Illegal abandonments show us that mothers 

are seeking to keep their identity secret. We seek to rewrite the story by giving 

mothers and innocent infants a better chance. The infant will go through a closed 

adoption and the parents free from prosecution. 

Our organization sta,s a 24 Hour National Crisis Hotline, 1-866-99BABY1. The hotline 

has provided counseling for over 7000 callers from all over the United States. This 

service has led to over 125 babies surrendered at Safe Haven locations and 31 babies 

thus far surrendered in a Baby Box.

ABOUT 
US



We hope and pray for a face-to-face 

surrender as it bene�ts both the mother 

and infant. The Safe Haven Baby Box 

hotline provides counseling to women in 

crisis and only suggests the Baby Box 

when it is the last option. 

WHY DO 

COMMUNITIES 

NEED A BABY 

BOX?

It provides the community the 

opportunity to proactively 

save the lives of children 

since many are not aware of 

the Safe Haven Law.

Lack of knowledge about the law 

and prohibiting anonymity has 

historically produced catastrophic 

and devastating results of babies 

being abandoned. 

Many women in 

crisis want and 

need anonymity 

when surrendering 

an infant, either 

because of fear of 

being recognized, 

the stigma 

associated with the 

surrender, or fear of 

prosecution due to 

the lack of 

knowledge and 

misunderstanding 

of the Safe Haven 
law. 

We hope and pray for a face-to-face 

surrender as it bene�ts both the mother 

and infant. The Safe Haven Baby Box 

hotline provides counseling to women in 

crisis and only suggests the Baby Box 

when it is the last option. 

The Baby Box is 

tangible, and the 

Safe Haven law is 

not. By having a 

Baby Box in the 

community, you 

are providing an 

opportunity to 

further educate 

about the law. 



Horrible headline. Graphic details. Heartbreaking outcome.

June 2022

• Birth mother abandoned baby in subzero temperatures in a gravel pit 

• A dog found the deceased baby and carried the baby to its owner’s 

nearby home   

• Lee Ann Daigle was identified by genealogy DNA a�er 36 years of a cold 

case  and will serve 6 years in prison  a�er being charged with murder 



HOW DOES THE BABY BOX WORK?
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ROAD 
TO ACTIVE 
BABY BOX 

1
Meet with your community leaders, fire station, or hospital 
administration to review the Safe Haven Baby Box Program.

2
Contract for SHBB is reviewed by 
attorney and fundraising begins.

3

Contract (Lease and Service Agreement) is signed 
with location and initial fee is sent to SHBB. 

4

Baby Box order is placed and approximately 4 
weeks later the box is produced.  During this 
time the location will search for a licensed 
contractor to install the box and an alarm 
system company. 

5Baby Box delivered and installed 

by licensed contractor.  

6Alarm is set up and tested. It 

must reach 7 successful days 

of consecutive testing. 

7
Training for Safe Haven Baby 

Box provider personnel. 

8
Baby Box Unveiling

 and Blessing occurs.  

9
Baby Box goes live and 

available to aid infants with 

parents in crisis. 
Road to 
Active 

Baby Box
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Intial fee: $15,000 Annual fee: $500 OTHER FEES NOT 
INCLUDED 

IN INTIAL FEE 
(ESTIMATED AT 
$5,000-$7,000)A. Examination of location 

B. Administrative/Legal resources 
C. Consultation on programs

D. Assitance with raising funds to 
support cost of the Baby Box 

(optional) 

Pre-installation Services

Installation Services

A. Inspection of Installation 
B. Training to all emergency 

personnel  

Post Installation Services

A. Marketing of the Baby Box 
B. 24/7 Hotline available to 

community
C. Advertising of the Box

D. E>orts to support raising 
awareness on  local, state and 
national levels supporting the 
Baby Box in each community  

A. Recertification of the Baby 
Box by a licensed contractor  

B.  Maintenance of the Baby Box 
from expected use 

C. Unlimited repairs and parts 
replacement as a result of a 

malfunction and not as a result 
of negligence or vandalism 

Annual Fee Services

*Fees vary based on location 
and/or services donated by local 
community members. The items 

below are estimates and not a 
guarantee of cost.  

A. Delivery: Minimum $500 charge 
if you would like to have the Baby 
Box delivered. You can pick up at 

our Fort Wayne, IN manufacturing 
facility to waive the delivery 

charge. (Must be pre-scheduled)  

  B. installation: Labor and 
materials: $2000- $3,500 (location 
may be able to have this donated) 

C. Electrical and Alarm: hook up to 
internal alarm system (Internal 

alarm must go to 911 dispatch for 
use with the Baby Box) ~ $1,200 

D. Annual Alarm Services: Annual fee 
for monitoring ~$500 annually paid 

by location to Alarm Company  
E. Transportation: Cost based on 
location and transportation from 

Indiana  
F. Permits or other requirements 

prior to contruction. (varies) 



Maine’s Safe Haven Law

DAYS  O L D  T O  S U R R E N D E R  BY  A  PA R E N T  

LO CAT I O N S  F O R  S A F E  S U R R E N D E R

D E TA I L S :
I N FA N T  M U S T  B E  D I R E C T LY  H A N D E D  T O  P R OV I D E R  O R  M AY  U T I L I Z E  A N  I N FA N T  S A F E T Y  
D E V I C E  AT  D E S I G N AT E D  LO CAT I O N  I F  O N E  I S  AVA I L A B L E .  I F  T H E R E  I S  N O T  S TA F F  AT  A  

S P E C I F I C  LO CAT I O N ,  P L E A S E  CA L L  1 - 8 6 6 - 9 9 B A BY 1  F O R  H E L P .

P r o v i d e r  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s .  

H O S P I TA L ,  E M S , P O L I C E  S TAT I O N ,
 B A BY  B OX  



thank you!!
your support 

changes lives and 
builds family 
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