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It was a proud and inspiring moment for the Phuket Hotels Association as we presented 15 new
scholarships to students from Phuket Vocational College, with their families there to share the
occasion. We look forward to seeing these students grow into the next generation of hospitality
professionals.

Phuket Hotels Association Awards Hospitality Scholarships to Phuket Vocational College



SAVE THE DATE
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Join us for PHAB ∞ (Infinity) — the 8th Phuket
Hotels Association Benefit Gala Dinner on 16 May
2026 at the Courtyard by Marriott, Phuket Town.

This will be an elegant evening of fine dining,
entertainment, and purpose, dedicated to raising
funds for 20+ hospitality scholarships and
traineeships for Phuket residents. To date, over 10
million baht has been raised, supporting 125 local
scholars.
Be part of a night that celebrates community,
education, and the future of Phuket’s hospitality
industry.

Register HERE 

PHAB ∞ Infinity

Phuket Hotels Association General
Manager Meeting 

Don’t Miss our 1st Quarter GMs meeting
for a chance to catch up on ALL the news!
AND to celebrate our 10  Anniversary as
an Association!!

th

18th March, 3:00–6:30 PM at Amora
Beach Resort Phuket

Register  HERE

Sustainability in Hospitality and
Beyond | Talks & Networking Cocktail
– Phuket

An evening of expert talks on sustainable
hospitality, followed by a networking
cocktail by the sea. Hosted by FTCC and
NTCC, in partnership with Phuket Hotels
Association.
Friday, 27 February 2026 at
InterContinental Phuket Resort

Register  HERE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2Gv5_OigwHEW-Mcld4xmBiliweM4hrj2CwhO8DRPQTwyoaw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2Gv5_OigwHEW-Mcld4xmBiliweM4hrj2CwhO8DRPQTwyoaw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAQTbLlz5O2-lHjyaFTLRwf09Ukci0aH8sAoZkAuW159eZAw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAQTbLlz5O2-lHjyaFTLRwf09Ukci0aH8sAoZkAuW159eZAw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAQTbLlz5O2-lHjyaFTLRwf09Ukci0aH8sAoZkAuW159eZAw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAQTbLlz5O2-lHjyaFTLRwf09Ukci0aH8sAoZkAuW159eZAw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZKQgqJa6KEibYpTN22GPDr4hlH4NUXVMvdKk8zpIzlhUMTA5SUVFNllUUVVTSVlQVVZJVjNENVYwMCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZKQgqJa6KEibYpTN22GPDr4hlH4NUXVMvdKk8zpIzlhUMTA5SUVFNllUUVVTSVlQVVZJVjNENVYwMCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZKQgqJa6KEibYpTN22GPDr4hlH4NUXVMvdKk8zpIzlhUMTA5SUVFNllUUVVTSVlQVVZJVjNENVYwMCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZKQgqJa6KEibYpTN22GPDr4hlH4NUXVMvdKk8zpIzlhUMTA5SUVFNllUUVVTSVlQVVZJVjNENVYwMCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=QRCode


South Korea, Japan, Vietnam and
mainland China are emerging as the
most popular Lunar New Year
destinations for Hong Kong travellers
this year, supported by a favorable
calendar arrangement that allows
residents to enjoy nine consecutive
days off by taking just two days of
leave. The extended break has
significantly boosted travel demand,
with departures expected to peak on
February 14. Eight- to nine-day tours
have risen sharply, particularly to
Yunnan. Asia remains the preferred
region overall, with South Korea leading
group travel and Japan attracting
independent travellers due to the weak
yen. Vietnam’s Da Nang, Nha Trang and
Phu Quoc are key Southeast Asian
hotspots.

Phuket’s tourism sector is seeing strong momentum during
Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day, driven by a surge in
Chinese arrivals. Two additional charter flights are scheduled
for Feb 17, bringing the total to four, while hotel occupancy has
climbed to nearly 90%. Over half a million Chinese tourists have
visited Phuket since the start of the year, reflecting renewed
demand. Officials highlighted the opportunity to strengthen
Phuket’s position in the Chinese market. Authorities are also
reinforcing safety measures, particularly traffic regulations and
vehicle rental controls, to enhance visitor safety and support
long-term tourism growth.

CHINESE MAKE BEELINE FOR PHUKET TO MARK NEW YEAR

CABINET ACKNOWLEDGES VISA
MEASURES TO BOOST THAILAND’S

TOURISM AND ECONOMY

THIS WEEKS' NEWS UPDATE

COUNCIL SEES TOURISM AS KEY
DRIVER OF GDP

The Cabinet has acknowledged new
visa measures proposed by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to support
tourism and economic growth,
following the May 28, 2024
resolution. Short-term actions include
visa exemptions for 93 countries,
allowing stays of up to 60 days, and
Visa on Arrival for 31 countries.
Thailand also introduced the
Destination Thailand Visa (DTV)
targeting digital nomads and cultural
participants, and approved the ED
Plus visa for study and work.
Medium-term reforms will streamline
non-immigrant visa categories and
expand the e-Visa system globally.
Long-term plans focus on digital
screening through the Thailand Digital
Arrival Card (TDAC), alongside stricter
oversight to prevent misuse.
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VIETNAM, MAINLAND CHINA AMONG
TOP LUNAR NEW YEAR

DESTINATIONS FOR HONG KONGERS

The Tourism Council of Thailand
expects tourism to be a key driver
of GDP growth this year as daily
arrivals exceed 130,000, including
30,000 Chinese visitors, up from
10,000. Strong high-season
demand and increased flights
support momentum, with tourism
typically contributing 10–20% of
GDP. However, revenue leakage
remains a concern due to untaxed
overseas online travel agents, illegal
foreign operators, and unlicensed
accommodations. While economic
growth is forecast at 1.5–2.5%,
operators warn of geopolitical risks
and support reducing visa-free
stays to 30 days to curb misuse,
alongside improved screening
systems such as the Thailand Digital
Arrival Card.

For more information

20 February 2026

https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/air-frances-new-direct-flight-to-phuket-heralds-a-golden-era-for-thailand-tourism/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/air-frances-new-direct-flight-to-phuket-heralds-a-golden-era-for-thailand-tourism/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3194014/hotel-sector-braces-for-challenging-year
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3196515/vietnam-mainland-china-among-top-lunar-new-year-destinations-for-hong-kongers
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3198663/council-sees-tourism-as-key-driver-of-gdp
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3196140/chinese-make-beeline-for-phuket-to-mark-new-year


Number of tourists 1-15 FEB 2026
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THAILAND TOURISM MARKET UPDATE

5,067,847 people

   (1JAN - 15 FEB 2026)  
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Number of International Tourists: Weeks 1–5 of January to 
Week 2 of February 2026

Top 5 source markets in 
Week 2* of February 2026
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Week1              Week2                Week3              Week4             Week 5               Week1            Week2*
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Number of tourists

Top 5 number of tourists
People

South Korea

770,427

461,742

249,305

396,808

333,845

-7.59% (YOY)

(+) Travel during the Chinese New Year festival period
(+) Building confidence in safety, implementing travel stimulus measures, and
introducing ease-of-travel policies to enhance convenience for travelers.

IMPORTANT FACTORS DURING THE PAST WEEK

MoM Change Rate 1

2

3

4

5

2026

For more information

Number of Tourists

Number of Tourists 

2025

Source : Economics Tourism and Sports Division Information as of Feb 17, 2026

Jan 2026 Feb 2026
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Key drivers (past week): Chinese New Year travel boosted short-haul demand. Improved safety confidence, government
stimulus measures, and expanded ease-of-travel policies supported stronger inbound momentum.

Arrival performance: From 1 Jan–15 Feb 2026, Thailand recorded 5.07 million cumulative international arrivals. In the
latest week, arrivals reached 882,556, up 10.74% week-on-week, averaging 126,079 per day.

Travel trends: Short-haul markets, particularly East Asia, showed strong acceleration during the festive period. Mainland
China arrivals surpassed 200,000 for the week. Regional markets including Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, and South
Korea contributed to upside momentum, while some long-haul markets softened slightly.

Outlook: Arrivals are expected to trend higher in the near term, supported by Chinese New Year spillover demand,
shifting outbound patterns within Asia, the Trusted Thailand safety campaign, visa exemptions, ease-of-travel
measures, and continued airline capacity expansion.

*Week 2 (this week) covers the period 9-15 February 2026

20 February 2026

https://www.facebook.com/ETSMOTS?locale=th_TH
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NUMBER OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN ATHLETES QUALIFIED FOR PARIS
2024 OLYMPICS
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Top 10 by Nationality

Top 10 Countries by Flight Origin

JAN 2023 – JAN 2026

JAN 2025

JAN - 643,287

Note: Data is missing for June 23-24, 2024, June 9,  and 1 -23 Dec 2025.

JAN 2026

JAN 2025 JAN 2026

Source: Travel Link. Data as of 17 Feb 2026

PHUKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER ARRIVALS

20 February 2026
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Top 10 by Nationality

Top 10 Countries by Flight Origin

JAN-DEC 2024 JAN-DEC 2025

JAN-DEC 2024 JAN-DEC 2025

5,208,108 5,207,438

JAN-DEC 2024 JAN-DEC 2025

PHUKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER ARRIVALS

Source: Travel Link. Data as of 17 Feb 2026

20 February 2026

Note: Data is missing for June 23-24, 2024, June 9,  and 1 -23 Dec 2025.



USEFUL ARTICLES

Ten Big Longevity Trends and Their
Hotel Applications for 2026

EHL-Hospitality-Outlook-Report-2026

Hospitality Industry Challenges –
Navigating 2026 Pressures

ENGLISHENGLISH

สอ่งทิศทางหุ้นท่องเที�ยว ‘ทัวรสิต์จนี’ ฟ�� น-หนนุ
กลุม่โรงแรม

ตรุษจนีคึกคัก เที�ยวบนิจนีเขา้-ออกไทยวนัละ 3,000
ไฟลต์ สญัญาณเชงิบวกท่องเที�ยวไทย 

ททท.ลั�นป�’69ตลาดท่องเที�ยวเอเชยีสดใส
ชู5กลยุทธ“์จนี”โต

Information sources
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THAITHAI

Disclaimer: members should seek and consult their lawyers /
accountants / advisors accordingly and not rely only on the
provided information as the information given is only for
educational purposes and information as received from a third
party.

Share & Give us feedback HERE

Bangkok Post

MOTS

THA

TAT

THE Nation

The world has made its travel plans for
2026 clear, and Bangkok is leading the
way.  

New global booking data from eDreams
ODIGEO, a leading European and global
online travel agency, ranks Bangkok as
the most-booked travel city worldwide
based on trips booked between
January 1 and December 31, 2026.
From midnight street-food runs and
river sunsets to ancient temples, island
escapes, and nightlife that never slows,
travelers are putting Thailand first. 

Thailand’s surge is reinforced by a
packed festival calendar. Signature
events like Songkran and Loy Krathong
draw global crowds, while regional
celebrations such as Bun Bang Fai
(Rocket Festival) and Phi Ta Khon
(Ghost Festival) deepen the country’s
cultural pull across music, food, and
tradition, keeping demand strong year-
round.

Source: Boardroom

20 February 2026

https://www.hospitalitynet.org/opinion/4130821.html
https://www.hospitalitynet.org/opinion/4130821.html
https://hospitalityinsights.ehl.edu/hubfs/Blog-EHL-Insights/Download-resources/EHL-Hospitality-Outlook-Report-2026.pdf?utm_campaign=30365013-Hospitality%20Outlook%20Report%20-%20EHL%20Insights&utm_source=Hospitality%20Outlook%202026&utm_medium=CTA%20Banner
https://tableo.com/operations/hospitality-challenges-2026/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tableo.com/operations/hospitality-challenges-2026/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.prachachat.net/finance/news-1963069
https://www.prachachat.net/finance/news-1963069
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prachachat.net%2Ftourism%2Fnews-1966159%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkT6QXCM727Fj0ESS3dL9SLCmIBZdj4xPBdZPDpPUZY1tqb9lZtfak1BvLE7_aem_gBMlMI9lMMN3Ksi4pV18iw&h=AT1U9cKitIenSNcqrpW7c2JcnjcPEssvY31s5wzD8bFJiddX0yRuZEeLtouTpCJm8HPjX7xAdKhZuZB39ohQF7u2itEzhGtk2rPppZnmzFTffznioqsK24TuXrje3P2X16RayDRYVk0jfUD8ZdrKgyHxg92EJ1TY6trWtw&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT3XFWKl7KJ4-d-aV15LK-0j2T4xN09RV4lT6HoMlB9533hyaK1_MXk0MHUoNKmRsAbbXvFOsHpOSoPyimgdF6mL96uKOELX-PI_aultzVkCFZBq4_j1WQjlE1--EuGDkUwudBNWqjV_BnYJK-kuqNIbKXb9pfFMHrJOrwAuS3nDmXcIASN9McE35RX1J-ClHN1mi_O8bJxlAKeR1pajduFTBg
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prachachat.net%2Ftourism%2Fnews-1966159%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkT6QXCM727Fj0ESS3dL9SLCmIBZdj4xPBdZPDpPUZY1tqb9lZtfak1BvLE7_aem_gBMlMI9lMMN3Ksi4pV18iw&h=AT1U9cKitIenSNcqrpW7c2JcnjcPEssvY31s5wzD8bFJiddX0yRuZEeLtouTpCJm8HPjX7xAdKhZuZB39ohQF7u2itEzhGtk2rPppZnmzFTffznioqsK24TuXrje3P2X16RayDRYVk0jfUD8ZdrKgyHxg92EJ1TY6trWtw&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT3XFWKl7KJ4-d-aV15LK-0j2T4xN09RV4lT6HoMlB9533hyaK1_MXk0MHUoNKmRsAbbXvFOsHpOSoPyimgdF6mL96uKOELX-PI_aultzVkCFZBq4_j1WQjlE1--EuGDkUwudBNWqjV_BnYJK-kuqNIbKXb9pfFMHrJOrwAuS3nDmXcIASN9McE35RX1J-ClHN1mi_O8bJxlAKeR1pajduFTBg
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prachachat.net%2Ftourism%2Fnews-1966159%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkT6QXCM727Fj0ESS3dL9SLCmIBZdj4xPBdZPDpPUZY1tqb9lZtfak1BvLE7_aem_gBMlMI9lMMN3Ksi4pV18iw&h=AT1U9cKitIenSNcqrpW7c2JcnjcPEssvY31s5wzD8bFJiddX0yRuZEeLtouTpCJm8HPjX7xAdKhZuZB39ohQF7u2itEzhGtk2rPppZnmzFTffznioqsK24TuXrje3P2X16RayDRYVk0jfUD8ZdrKgyHxg92EJ1TY6trWtw&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT3XFWKl7KJ4-d-aV15LK-0j2T4xN09RV4lT6HoMlB9533hyaK1_MXk0MHUoNKmRsAbbXvFOsHpOSoPyimgdF6mL96uKOELX-PI_aultzVkCFZBq4_j1WQjlE1--EuGDkUwudBNWqjV_BnYJK-kuqNIbKXb9pfFMHrJOrwAuS3nDmXcIASN9McE35RX1J-ClHN1mi_O8bJxlAKeR1pajduFTBg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.khaosod.co.th%2Fpr-news%2Fnews_10139766%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsWfZZLnrvtag0X4oW7RFj0pJ5Z9LtMTFRkEjhn_2FglCK9D7yMpb6S6kOc3_aem_UBdXR03Lnbhvh9U2Izy5aQ&h=AT240DG1rhgztIRyKBYvrphPalZ4WEEHNMxiqtWjHndktXlwh9Ma2Sl0b6uNMqrHhQKI-e0MneqgYKFbB5LFddS50n2x0LAAQYdeevsTN7yJ1lLYUt3lCU2My_bh2M9sguU0DwE185-Sc-xs5tgJpravuxptG2zlF1mxOQ&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT2kmF9lPWK-aNOg6ZMHUuUQlkGD_InQoWV4EryK78JOZ55LUff7kq_hpEsvlEn8fIleHarMPZcawpxQjeFTBm3TVk_qqOPXrXUenK8axvj0vsPkYUVt8Z_IMenlGaTNDHJBqBSz7kDXmMPztkCrR4ky7G6yE3r3ZBTrw1ZvhdX4iw3EQN1EaqN0qZaTEKw5ctLH6sQsv3hAcGfWv0yIsiAleg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.khaosod.co.th%2Fpr-news%2Fnews_10139766%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsWfZZLnrvtag0X4oW7RFj0pJ5Z9LtMTFRkEjhn_2FglCK9D7yMpb6S6kOc3_aem_UBdXR03Lnbhvh9U2Izy5aQ&h=AT240DG1rhgztIRyKBYvrphPalZ4WEEHNMxiqtWjHndktXlwh9Ma2Sl0b6uNMqrHhQKI-e0MneqgYKFbB5LFddS50n2x0LAAQYdeevsTN7yJ1lLYUt3lCU2My_bh2M9sguU0DwE185-Sc-xs5tgJpravuxptG2zlF1mxOQ&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT2kmF9lPWK-aNOg6ZMHUuUQlkGD_InQoWV4EryK78JOZ55LUff7kq_hpEsvlEn8fIleHarMPZcawpxQjeFTBm3TVk_qqOPXrXUenK8axvj0vsPkYUVt8Z_IMenlGaTNDHJBqBSz7kDXmMPztkCrR4ky7G6yE3r3ZBTrw1ZvhdX4iw3EQN1EaqN0qZaTEKw5ctLH6sQsv3hAcGfWv0yIsiAleg
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtgwvbPxW9ZD8TSuxpwKFyMnH1CQbL4Rxghf-9DK5BeEqVvw/viewform?usp=pp_url
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and Spa, Thavorn Palm Beach Resort, The Bell Pool Villa Resort, The Boathouse Phuket, Kora Beach Resort, The Kee Resort and Spa, The Nai Harn, The Naka Island, a Luxury
Collection Resort & Spa, Phuket, The Pavilions Phuket, The Seaton House Phuket, The Shore at Katathani, The Slate, Phuket, The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket, Tree
House Villas Koh Yao, Trisara, Twinpalms MontAzure, Twinpalms Phuket, V Villas Phuket, Villa PhuKhao, Wyndham Grand Nai Harn Beach Phuket, Wyndham Grand Phuket
Kalim Bay

www.phukethotelsassociation.com

ABOUT US
"The Phuket Hotels Association is a nonprofit organisation
comprising a broad spectrum of hotels"

CONTACT US 076 619 518 info@phukethotelsassociation.com

8/8Share & Give us feedback HERE

Members

Affiliates
Eden Beach Resort and Spa , Ocean Breeze Resort Khao Lak , Iniala Beach House, Khao Lak Marriott Beach Resort & Spa, JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa, Avani+ Khao
Lak Resort

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtgwvbPxW9ZD8TSuxpwKFyMnH1CQbL4Rxghf-9DK5BeEqVvw/viewform?usp=pp_url

