
Join our upcoming Q2 GMs
meeting planned for 17 June at
Holiday Inn Resort Phuket in
Patong. 
Listen to market updates,
communication trends and find out
what is happening in Phuket and
Beyond! Network with your
hospitality community.  
Register HERE

5 June 2026
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PHIST Sustainability Spotlight Awards
2026 — presented by Phuket Hotels
Association and Tuu.

Phuket hotels are invited to run a six-week
sustainability campaign, submit a short brief
and results pack, and produce a 60-second
hero video showcasing real impact. Awards
span six categories including Biggest
Measurable Impact, Best Community Impact
Story, and People's Choice. Open to PHA
member hotels, no entry fee.

In order to join this competition, it is
important to register early. We suggest you
register NOW. Entries close 12 June 2026. 

Join in or follow the campaigns HERE
�

UPCOMING EVENTS

Phuket Hotels Association
General Managers Meeting

https://forms.gle/wYToQNzkZsCEc7Jj8
https://www.tuu.eco/phist2026
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOODIE Phuket Food Festival
The Phuket Hotels Association proudly presents
PHOODIE Festival 2026 — Phuket Hotels
Associations first landmark culinary festival. 🍽✨

Bringing together top hotels, restaurants, chefs, and
culinary talents from Phuket, Phang Nga, and
beyond. Only 50 restaurants can participate:-
members, one restaurant is FREE. Register  HERE 

PHIST 2026

Join PHIST 2026 for a day of workshops, inspiring
talks, and a green product expo focused on ideas,
inspiration, and innovation in sustainable tourism and
hospitality. Don’t miss our signature sustainability
event for hospitality and Tourism. Know someone
who may want a booth at the event? Let us know!!

Register HERE 

International Sustainability Standards
for Hotels: GSTC Certification
Framework

Join this online seminar in Thai Language provided by
Bureau Veritas Thailand for Phuket Hotels
Association to learn about the Global Sustainable
Tourism Council (GSTC) standards, key requirements,
implementation strategies, and readiness assessment
for hotels pursuing sustainable tourism practices.

Register  HERE 

📅 26 June 2026
 🕘 09:00–12:00 (GMT+7)
 💻 Online via Microsoft Teams (Thai language).

https://forms.gle/LpAsUCjN1QrZezFd7
https://forms.gle/LpAsUCjN1QrZezFd7
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/phuket-hotels-for-islands-sustaining-tourism-phist-2026-tickets-1986787341421?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/phuket-hotels-for-islands-sustaining-tourism-phist-2026-tickets-1986787341421?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/7f2ccf1c-8c93-4ff5-815c-9e73ae8073da@fffad414-b6a3-4f32-a9bd-42d28fc811f1
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/7f2ccf1c-8c93-4ff5-815c-9e73ae8073da@fffad414-b6a3-4f32-a9bd-42d28fc811f1


Thailand has introduced stricter visa
regulations to enhance security and
support its shift toward higher-value
tourism. Key changes include reducing
visa-exempt stays from 60 to 30 days
for most eligible countries, limiting Visa
on Arrival access to four countries, and
introducing stricter stay limits for
selected island nations. While the direct
impact on visitor numbers is expected
to be minimal, concerns remain that
long-stay tourists, including retirees
and medical travellers, may choose
alternative destinations. At the same
time, Thailand’s tourism sector faces
growing external challenges, with
international arrivals declining 2.8%
year-on-year due to weaker demand
from ASEAN and Middle Eastern
markets amid global economic
uncertainty.

Thailand remains ASEAN’s tourism leader, but Vietnam is rapidly closing
the gap through stronger visitor growth, digital innovation, infrastructure
investment, and more flexible visa policies. While Thailand focuses on
high-value tourism, wellness, MICE, and long-stay visitors, Vietnam is
pursuing volume growth supported by its planned AI-powered tourism
super app and expanded visa access. Industry leaders warn that Thailand
must modernise faster by strengthening traveller confidence, building a
national digital tourism ecosystem, improving safety and crisis
management, developing secondary destinations, and investing in tourism
talent. Future competitiveness will depend on visitor value, trust,
experiences, and adaptability rather than arrival numbers alone.

VIETNAM’S TOURISM RISE PUTS THAILAND ON ALERT

THAI AIRWAYS TOLD TO ADD
FLIGHTS TO SECONDARY AIRPORTS

THIS WEEKS' NEWS UPDATE

ASIAN TOURISTS KEEP TRAVEL
PLANS IN PLACE DESPITE WAR

Thailand’s Transport Ministry has
urged Thai Airways International to
expand domestic services and launch
new international routes to secondary
tourist destinations. The government
wants more flights to destinations
such as Krabi, Ubon Ratchathani, and
Nakhon Si Thammarat, while exploring
direct international connections from
markets including Malaysia,
Singapore, and Hong Kong to regional
airports. The initiative aims to improve
airport utilisation, distribute tourism
benefits beyond major destinations,
and stimulate local economies. The
strategy aligns with government
efforts to strengthen regional
connectivity and support tourism
growth in emerging destinations
across Thailand.
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THAILAND PIVOT TO 'VALUE
TOURISM' TESTED BY GLOBAL

ECONOMIC STORMS

Despite geopolitical tensions and
rising travel costs, Southeast Asian
travellers, including Thais, continue
to plan trips for the second half of
2026. According to AirAsia Move,
demand remains strong, with most
travellers favouring regional
destinations within Southeast Asia
and Asia-Pacific over long-haul
travel. However, some are reducing
travel budgets, delaying bookings
until promotions appear, or taking
fewer trips. Popular destinations
include Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok,
Bali, Tokyo, and Kunming. AirAsia
Move recommends that tourism
operators develop products tailored
to different traveller segments and
create new niche experiences,
particularly in wellness tourism.
Strengthening destination safety
and positive messaging is also seen
as essential for sustaining demand.

For more information

5 June 2026

https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3260884/middle-east-seat-capacity-plummets
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40066836
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3263165/asian-tourists-keep-travel-plans-in-place-despite-war
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/tourism/40066849


THAILAND TOURISM MARKET UPDATE
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Total arrivals this week: 603,792 visitors, up 83,256 (+15.99%) from the previous week.
Short-haul drove the gains: Long holiday weekends — Eid al-Adha and Singapore's Vesak Day — lifted short-
haul arrivals past 470,000. Malaysia surged (+109.53% WoW) and Singapore rose to the #4 source market
from #6.
But the big two softened: China (−4.57%) and India (−4.17%) both fell week-on-week — the week's growth was
holiday travel, not broad demand. China still leads YTD (2.32M), but Malaysia (1.74M) is closing fast.
Outlook next week: A slight dip expected as long-haul enters low season, supported by normalizing energy
prices and the Trusted Thailand safety campaign.

*Week 5 covers the period 25-31 May 2026

5 June 2026
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Top 10 by Nationality

Top 10 Countries by Flight Origin

JAN 2023 – MAY 2026

MAY 2025

MAY - 310,132

Note: Data is missing for June 23-24, 2024, June 9,  and 1 -23 Dec 2025.

MAY 2026

MAY 2025 MAY 2026

Source: Travel Link. Data as of 2 Jun 2026

PHUKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER ARRIVALS
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Top 10 by Nationality

Top 10 Countries by Flight Origin

JAN-MAY 2025 JAN-MAY 2026

JAN-MAY 2025 JAN-MAY 2026

2.41M 2.40M

JAN-MAY 2025 JAN-MAY 2026

PHUKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER ARRIVALS

Note: Data is missing for June 23-24, 2024, June 9,  and 1 -23 Dec 2025.

Source: Travel Link. Data as of 2 Jun 2026



USEFUL ARTICLES

Top 10 best practices for effective hotel
operations management

Soaring prices during the Iran war
jeopardize travel to tourism-dependent
countries in Asia

ENGLISHENGLISHENGLISH

เจาะอินไซต์ AirAsia MOVE เผยนกัท่องเที�ยว
อาเซยีนยุคใหมเ่นน้ ‘จองสั�น’ และ ‘ความคุ้มค่า’

เที�ยวไทยป�งระดับโลก! เป�ดลิสต์สถานที�ควา้
เกียรติยศป� 2569

New China Insights : แนวโนม้การท่องเที�ยวใน
ต่างประเทศของจนีและป�ญหาการท่องเที�ยวไทย

THAITHAITHAI

Five Key Trends Defining Global Tourism in
2026

Information sources
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Disclaimer: members should seek and consult their lawyers /
accountants / advisors accordingly and not rely only on the
provided information as the information given is only for
educational purposes and information as received from a third
party.

Share & Give us feedback HERE

Bangkok Post

MOTS

THA

TAT

THE Nation

5 June 2026

Asian tourism is heating up: four destinations go head-to-head in inbound visitor numbers from January–
April 2026, styled as boxing match-ups. Japan led with 14.3 million arrivals, followed by Thailand (11.6 million),
Vietnam (8.79 million), and South Korea (6.77 million). China remained a key source market but dropped
sharply in Japan.

https://www.avenhospitality.com/insights/top-ten-best-practices-for-effective-hotel-operations-management
https://www.avenhospitality.com/insights/top-ten-best-practices-for-effective-hotel-operations-management
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-wars-energy-asia-tourism-613dcac3f38a644ff67490d688ad6b4e
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-wars-energy-asia-tourism-613dcac3f38a644ff67490d688ad6b4e
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-wars-energy-asia-tourism-613dcac3f38a644ff67490d688ad6b4e
https://brandinside.asia/airasia-move-thailand-unveils-q1-2026-travel-insights/
https://brandinside.asia/airasia-move-thailand-unveils-q1-2026-travel-insights/
https://www.bangkokbiznews.com/news/news-update/1236575
https://www.bangkokbiznews.com/news/news-update/1236575
https://mgronline.com/china/detail/9690000050979
https://mgronline.com/china/detail/9690000050979
https://vietnam.travel/things-to-do/five-key-trends-defining-global-tourism-2026
https://vietnam.travel/things-to-do/five-key-trends-defining-global-tourism-2026
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtgwvbPxW9ZD8TSuxpwKFyMnH1CQbL4Rxghf-9DK5BeEqVvw/viewform?usp=pp_url


 
Environment Committee 
(Chair) Kanokwan Homcha-aim
(Co-Chair) Anucharaporn Tongluan
Vincent Delsol
Mongkudh Makaramanee
 
              
Education Committee  
(Chair) Bart Callens                  
Julian Lowry
Jirarat Ninpradub (Pui)
               
Government Liaison Committee     
Wasan Keatkaew
               
Destination Marketing Committee    
(Chair) Pimpisa Sukpasert
David Barrett
Dhapat Chotiratnarakool
Natthawadee Wongpanya
Roger Gibson

Membership Committee
(Chair) Claude Sauter 
(Co-Chair) Pannaphat Lapa
Logan Daley
Serge Cuypers
Christoph Weidemann
Levent Bilgir

Affiliate Ambassador 
Patrik Ilstam

Phuket Hotels Association Leadership Team 
Bjorn Courage       
Daniel Muery             
Brett Wilson    
Christoph Weidemann

Advisory Board
Bill Barnett   
Sumi Soorian      
Boon Yongsakul               
Sears Jivavisitnont
Eric Ricaurte
Sukhchaensingh (Sam) Sethi 
David Johnson 
Michael Massey 

President 
Director, Secretary - General 
Director, Treasurer
Director, Vice President

Phuket Hotels Association Core Team
Jayne MacDougall
Sulaiya Ritto
Wanwisa Chunuansri 
Nuthamat Phetsawee
       

Executive Director
Administrative Manager
Asst. Administrative Manager
Event Support

Cluster Sustainability Manager, Anantara
Group Director Human Resources, Thavorn Hotels
General Manager, Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort
Anona Beachfront Phuket Resort

General Manager, SAii Laguna Phuket
General Manager Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort
General Manager, Le Meridien Phuket Mai Khao Beach Resort
               

Hotel Manager, MSocial Hotel Phuket            
 

Director of Marketing and Communication, Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort
Event Consultant, The Slate
Social Media & Partnership Manager, The Pavilions Phuket
MarCom Manager, Hyatt Regency Phuket Resort
Cluster Director of Marketing, Avista Hotels in Phuket

General Manager, The Slate
Resort Manager, V Villas Phuket
General Manager, Angsana Laguna Phuket
General Manager, Anantara Mai Khao Phuket Villas 
General Manager, Doubletree by Hilton Phuket Banthai Resort
General Manager, Ibis Styles Phuket Bangtao

Eden Beach Resort and Spa , Ocean Breeze Resort Khao Lak

9 Hornbills Tented Camp, Absolute Twin Sands Resort & Spa, Amanpuri, Amari Phuket, Amora Beach Resort Phuket, Anantara Layan Phuket Resort, Anantara Koh Yao Yai
Resort & Villas, Anantara Mai Khao Phuket Villas, Anantara Vacation Club Mai Khao Phuket, Andara Resort & Villas, Angsana Laguna Phuket, Anona Beachfront Phuket
Resort, Avista Grand Phuket Karon – Mgallery, Ayara Kamala Resort & Spa, Baan Laimai, Baan Yin Dee Boutique Resort, Banyan Tree Phuket, Barceló Coconut Island, Best
Western Phuket, Burasari Phuket, Casa Del M Resort, Cassia Phuket, Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket, Centara Karon Resort Phuket, Centara Kata Resort Phuket,
Chanalai Flora Resort, Club Bamboo Boutique Patong Beach Resort, COMO Point Yamu, Courtyard Marriott Phuket Town, Dewa Phuket Resort and Villas, DoubleTree by
Hilton Phuket Banthai Resort, Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket, Fisherman Way Beach Resort, Four Points by Sheraton Phuket, Patong Beach, GLOW Mira Karon Beach, Holiday
Inn Resort Phuket Patong, HOMA, Homm Bliss Southbeach Patong, Hotel Clover Patong, Hyatt Regency Phuket Resort, Ibis Styles Phuket Bangtao, InterContinental Phuket
Resort, Island Escape by Burasari, JonoX Phuket Karon Hotel, JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa, Kamaliss MontAzure Phuket – MGallery Collection, Kata Rocks Resort &
Residences, Keemala Phuket, Koyao Island Resort, Kudo Hotel Patong, La Green Hotel & Residence, Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort, Le Meridien Phuket Mai Khao Beach
Resort, Maikhao Dream Villa Resort & Spa, Centara Boutique Collection, Mamaka Phuket Tapestry Collection by Hilton, Mangosteen Ayurveda & Wellness Resort, Marriott’s
Mai Khao Resort, Meliá Phuket Mai Khao, Movenpick Resort Bangtao Beach Phuket, M SOCIAL Hotel Phuket, My Beach Hotel, Naiyang Beach Resort and Spa, NH Boat
Lagoon Resort, Noku Phuket, Nonnee Kata Beach Phuket, Novotel Phuket Kamala Beach, Outrigger Surin Beach Resort, Paresa Resort, Phuket Graceland Resort & Spa,
Phuket Marriott Resort & Spa, Merlin Beach, Phuket Marriott Resort & Spa, Nai Yang Beach, Pullman Phuket Arcadia Karon Beach Resort, Proud Phuket, Pullman Phuket
Arcadia Naithon Beach, Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort,  Rayaburi Hotel Patong, Renaissance Phuket Resort & Spa, Rosewood Phuket, SAii Laguna Phuket, SALA
Phuket Mai Khao Beach Resort, Selina Serenity Rawai Phuket, Six Senses Yao Noi, Sole Mio Boutique Hotel & Wellness, Stay Wellbeing & Lifestyle Resort, Thanyapura Sports
Hotel, Thavorn Beach Village Resort and Spa, Thavorn Palm Beach Resort, The Bell Pool Villa Resort, The Boathouse Phuket, Kora Beach Resort, The Kee Resort and Spa, The
Nai Harn, The Naka Island, a Luxury Collection Resort & Spa, Phuket, The Pavilions Phuket, The Seaton House Phuket, The Shore at Katathani, The Slate, Phuket, The Westin
Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket, Tree House Villas Koh Yao, Trisara, Twinpalms MontAzure, Twinpalms Phuket, V Villas Phuket, Villa PhuKhao, Wyndham Grand Nai Harn
Beach Phuket, Wyndham Grand Phuket Kalim Bay

www.phukethotelsassociation.com

ABOUT US
"The Phuket Hotels Association is a nonprofit organisation
comprising a broad spectrum of hotels"

CONTACT USCONTACT US 076 619 518 info@phukethotelsassociation.com
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Members

Affiliates
Eden Beach Resort and Spa , Ocean Breeze Resort Khao Lak , Iniala Beach House, Khao Lak Marriott Beach Resort & Spa, JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa, Avani+ Khao
Lak Resort

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtgwvbPxW9ZD8TSuxpwKFyMnH1CQbL4Rxghf-9DK5BeEqVvw/viewform?usp=pp_url
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