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PHAB Scholarships Interviews- PHAB funds helping our community
Phuket Hotels Association last week visited มหาวิทยาลัยราชภัฏภเูก็ต (Phuket Rajabhat University) to interview
students applying for PHAB scholarships.
We met 11 impressive candidates and had the opportunity to learn more about their stories, ambitions and
aspirations for the future.
Our Education Committee supported the interview process and the allocation of PHAB scholarship funds, helping
us invest in the next generation of hospitality talent with up to 4 years tuition support!
We wish all the candidates the very best and look forward to seeing what the future holds for them!

PHAB Scholarship: Creating Opportunities for a Brighter Future 
One of this year's scholarship recipients is Khun Guy, 19, who has a GPA
of 3.23. 

Guy's grandfather has been supporting his living and education
expenses. To continue his university studies, Guy moved to Phuket and
now lives on his own while pursuing his education. 

Receiving the PHAB Scholarship means a lot to Guy and his family. It
will help ease the financial pressure on his grandfather and allow Guy
to focus more on his studies without having to worry as much about
expenses. 

"The scholarship means so much to me. It will help ease my
grandfather's financial burden, and I'm really grateful for this
opportunity. I'll do my best in my studies and work hard to achieve my
dream of working in a hotel's Front Office department," Guy shared.

Meet Khun Guy, 19 years old 
First-Year Student, Tourism Business

Management Phuket Rajabhat University 

https://www.facebook.com/PhuketHotelsAssociation?__cft__[0]=AZjvc4smIrldGTlpXXYQWzg-7aoioKVu0aj1IkHWIae4zv4Ime4S2t0wH4O3CgYYcdL6_TBSJ0ikajRffgfRhvZ6_SJNqCHUd2qTG8XWhC_OKQ6a1lrHR08pAMzTrIEOhjKAewTchNwdnGKZKfRTbGzLquKjmnXGKTxMXu16MFnZGWoCsxk6vyzIsu4&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/pkrupage?__cft__[0]=AZjvc4smIrldGTlpXXYQWzg-7aoioKVu0aj1IkHWIae4zv4Ime4S2t0wH4O3CgYYcdL6_TBSJ0ikajRffgfRhvZ6_SJNqCHUd2qTG8XWhC_OKQ6a1lrHR08pAMzTrIEOhjKAewTchNwdnGKZKfRTbGzLquKjmnXGKTxMXu16MFnZGWoCsxk6vyzIsu4&__tn__=-]K*F


The C9 Sessions returns on 3 November at SAii Laguna Phuket, exploring luxury buyers, wellness-led
design, 2027 sales markets and Thailand’s new Sap-Ing-Sith property right. 
Featuring leading hospitality and property experts, the event is organised by C9 Hotelworks, Mrs B Group
and Delivering Asia, supported by Phuket Hotels Association. 
Register early!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Sessions:  Phuket Property Exchange 

Register  HERE 

Phuket Hotels
Association
General
Manager's
Meeting 3/2026

Join us for our 4th
Quarter GMs
meeting for a
chance to catch up
on ALL the news! 

9th December,
3:00–6:00 PM at
SAii Laguna Phuket

Register  HERE 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-c9-sessions-the-luxury-edition-tickets-2000358990589
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-c9-sessions-the-luxury-edition-tickets-2000358990589
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQOCT6BzfQMm3vFwJ-Kc9Ob7se_B7oyDfzOShlxp2lFUbdlg/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQOCT6BzfQMm3vFwJ-Kc9Ob7se_B7oyDfzOShlxp2lFUbdlg/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQOCT6BzfQMm3vFwJ-Kc9Ob7se_B7oyDfzOShlxp2lFUbdlg/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQOCT6BzfQMm3vFwJ-Kc9Ob7se_B7oyDfzOShlxp2lFUbdlg/viewform?pli=1
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The region's leading hotel and accommodation
expo, held 24–25 November at Queen Sirikit
National Convention Centre, Bangkok. Join
3,000+ attendees, 150+ exhibitors, and 170+
speakers across eight content streams covering
AI, revenue, design, F&B, and more. 
Join Bjorn, Jayne, our committee and members
who are speaking at this event. 

Register  HERE 

NoVacancy Asia 2026 Event

PHOODIE Phuket Food Festival

The Phuket Hotels Association proudly
presents PHOODIE Festival 2026, its first
landmark culinary festival. 🍽️✨
Bringing together top hotels, restaurants,
chefs, and culinary talents from Phuket,
Phang Nga, and beyond. See
participating restaurants and bars:-
https://www.phukethotelsassociation.co
m/phoodie

SAVE THE DATE and WATCH THIS SPACE!! 

Register  HERE 

Join the Phuket Hotels Association's Phuket
Green Day as we lead an island-wide beach
and street clean-up on Friday, 4 December
2026, which coincides with Thai
Environment Day and Father's Day.
We have identified several beach locations
across the island that may be convenient
for you and your team to volunteer.
Alternatively, you can organize a clean-up
at your own chosen location—just let us
know where and when.

Phuket Green Day 4/2026

https://www.terrapinn.com/exhibition/novacancy-asia/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=phuketha&utm_campaign=part&utm_content=third-party&trc=part
https://www.terrapinn.com/exhibition/novacancy-asia/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=phuketha&utm_campaign=part&utm_content=third-party&trc=part
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpwXc5-Kgfw-2QzuBA4iFYmLGL6ZyBmrLiP3fG3kmRsjzdCQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpwXc5-Kgfw-2QzuBA4iFYmLGL6ZyBmrLiP3fG3kmRsjzdCQ/viewform


Thailand’s Tourism Authority (TAT) is
targeting five Asian markets—
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Singapore and Taiwan—with
campaigns promoting wellness,
food, shopping and Thai culture. For
fiscal 2027, TAT aims to increase
ASEAN visitor arrivals by 4.3% and
revenue by 6.2%. Campaigns will
focus on family travel in Vietnam,
food and secondary cities in
Malaysia, Muslim-friendly wellness in
Indonesia, premium experiences in
Singapore, and culinary tourism in
Taiwan. The strategy integrates
tourism, trade and cultural soft
power to increase visitor spending
and distribute income to local
businesses. TAT is also promoting
extended stays through seven
Bangkok routes and 20 travel
programmes.

THAILAND TARGETS FIVE ASIAN
MARKETS AND 6.2% GROWTH IN ASEAN

TOURISM REVENUE IN FISCAL 2027

Kuwait Airways launched twice-weekly
nonstop flights between Kuwait and
Phuket on 27 October 2026, increasing
its weekly Thailand capacity by 27.7%
to 2,560 seats. The route adds 556
inbound seats, improving access to
Phuket’s resort, family holiday and
wellness markets. Thailand welcomed
48,049 Kuwaiti visitors between
January and 20 October 2026, with
average spending of THB96,590 per
trip and stays averaging 13.14 nights.
The airline plans to increase Phuket
services to four weekly flights from
December 2026 to February 2027,
subject to final scheduling and aircraft
deployment, potentially boosting
tourism demand during the winter peak
season.

KUWAIT AIRWAYS LAUNCHES DIRECT
PHUKET FLIGHTS, STRENGTHENING

THAILAND’S MIDDLE EAST TOURISM MARKET

Thailand’s hotel sector is facing mounting pressure, with 148
accommodation businesses closing in the first nine months of 2026, up
42% year on year, after 51% of operators reported losses in 2025.
KResearch values the sector at THB1.1 trillion in 2026, up 2.6%, but
recovery remains uneven amid weak foreign demand, rising room supply
and high operating costs. Average room rates are forecast to decline
0.8% in 2026. Looking ahead, 2027 occupancy could range from 69.58%
to 71.69%. Operators are advised to diversify revenue, control costs and
strengthen sustainability practices. Intensifying competition from
alternative accommodation and climate-related risks add further
uncertainty to the outlook.

THAI HOTEL SECTOR FACES RISING CLOSURES AFTER 
WIDESPREAD LOSSES

THIS WEEKS' NEWS UPDATE

TOURISM MINISTRY PROPOSES 15-DAY
VISA WAIVER FOR 3 NATIONS ON OCT 27
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For more informationFor more informationFor more information
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Thailand’s Ministry of Tourism and
Sports plans to propose a 15-day
visa exemption for travellers from
Colombia, Mexico and Uzbekistan
at the Visa Policy Committee
meeting on November 9. The
initiative aims to address visa
processing delays that have
disrupted travel plans and
discouraged bookings. Emirates
recently reported 20–30
passenger no-shows per flight
from Mexico due to delayed visa
approvals. Meanwhile, complex e-
Visa procedures for Uzbek
travellers have prompted travel
agents to cancel Thailand
packages in favour of destinations
such as Vietnam. The proposed
waiver aims to improve
accessibility and support long-
haul tourism arrivals.

For more information

30 October 2026

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/policy/40072671
https://www.traveldailynews.asia/aviation/kuwait-phuket-flights-kuwait-airways-thailand/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/policy/40072772
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/tourism/40072745


(2 - 8 August)
Week 4 of October (18-24 Oct 2026)

Long-haul markets grew for a fourth week in a
row. They were up 12.03% to 199,954, helped by
school breaks in Europe and the US and the
winter season. Russia rose 25.45% to 34,986
and held #4. The US rose 11.52% to 20,167 and
held #5.
Malaysia took #1 from China. Malaysia rose
1.02% to 62,724. China fell 24.17% to 49,494
and dropped to #2, a normal drop after Golden
Week. India rose 18.09% to 48,089 (#3), helped
by Maha Navami during Navaratri. Short-haul
overall fell 2.24% to 302,011.
Total arrivals rose 2.99%. They were up 14,555
to 501,965, or about 71,700 a day.
Next week should grow because of the winter
season and more flights from India (Gaya and
Guwahati to Don Mueang, Kochi and
Visakhapatnam to Suvarnabhumi). Year to date:
24.93 million arrivals (-4.43% YoY) and 1,214,740
million Baht in revenue.

THAILAND TOURISM MARKET UPDATE
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+0.14%
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8.6%
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USEFUL ARTICLES

Beyond headcounts: Giving visitors more
reasons to spend

AI agents to steer $700B in corporate
travel

ENGLISHENGLISHENGLISH

Phuket Market Update 2026: Tourism
Revenue Holds Steady as New Supply
Clusters in Bang Tao / Cherngtalay

ท่องเที่ยวไทยฟื้ น! สัปดาห์ 18–24 ต.ค. ต่างชาติเข้า
5.02 แสนคน เพิ่ม 2.99% “อินเดีย-รัสเซีย-
สหรัฐฯ” โตเด่น

ททท. ชวนคนไทย “บินเที่ยวทั่วไทย ฮีลใจทุกทริป”
ส่วนลดตั�วเครื�องบนิในประเทศ 500 บาท

ไทยใช้ CDP จับอินไซต์พฤติกรรมนักท่องเที่ยว
เปลี่ยนการตลาด จาก..หวา่นแหสูเ่ป�าหมาย

THAITHAITHAI

www.phukethotelsassociation.com 8/9

Disclaimer: members should seek and consult their lawyers / accountants / advisors accordingly and not rely only on the provided information as
the information given is only for educational purposes and information as received from a third party.

Share & Give us feedback HERE
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Friendly Note: The advertisement below is a paid placement and not part of Phuket Hotels Association
events or activities. If you’d like to share your business with our community, please get in touch at
exec.dir@phukethotelsassociation.com

SPONSORED ADVERTISING

https://www.traveldailynews.asia/column/articles/thailand-tourism-spending-visitor-value/#google_vignette
https://www.traveldailynews.asia/column/articles/thailand-tourism-spending-visitor-value/#google_vignette
https://www.asianhospitality.com/ai-agents-700b-corporate-travel-spend/
https://www.asianhospitality.com/ai-agents-700b-corporate-travel-spend/
https://c9hotelworks.com/news/phuket-market-update-2026-tourism-revenue-holds-steady-as-new-supply-clusters-in-bang-tao-cherngtalay
https://c9hotelworks.com/news/phuket-market-update-2026-tourism-revenue-holds-steady-as-new-supply-clusters-in-bang-tao-cherngtalay
https://c9hotelworks.com/news/phuket-market-update-2026-tourism-revenue-holds-steady-as-new-supply-clusters-in-bang-tao-cherngtalay
https://www.khaosod.co.th/economics/news_10451458?fbclid=IwY2xjawVOKnFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR58EnvKnEO4qfEUECyL61Z3pYITps1Z3LwESTYfUSS7RsABedCnr3L8PolDhQ_aem_CjMEcLpo1OYeP9_gmxYNCQ
https://www.khaosod.co.th/economics/news_10451458?fbclid=IwY2xjawVOKnFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR58EnvKnEO4qfEUECyL61Z3pYITps1Z3LwESTYfUSS7RsABedCnr3L8PolDhQ_aem_CjMEcLpo1OYeP9_gmxYNCQ
https://www.khaosod.co.th/economics/news_10451458?fbclid=IwY2xjawVOKnFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR58EnvKnEO4qfEUECyL61Z3pYITps1Z3LwESTYfUSS7RsABedCnr3L8PolDhQ_aem_CjMEcLpo1OYeP9_gmxYNCQ
https://travel.trueid.net/detail/LkM23RrRxK0z
https://travel.trueid.net/detail/LkM23RrRxK0z
https://www.springnews.co.th/digital-business/digital-marketing/865561
https://www.springnews.co.th/digital-business/digital-marketing/865561
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtgwvbPxW9ZD8TSuxpwKFyMnH1CQbL4Rxghf-9DK5BeEqVvw/viewform?usp=pp_url


 
Environment Committee 
(Chair) Kanokwan Homcha-aim
(Co-Chair) Anucharaporn Tongluan
Vincent Delsol
Mongkudh Makaramanee
Alexandre Huet
              
Education Committee  
(Chair) Bart Callens                  
Julian Lowry
Jirarat Ninpradub (Pui)
Michiel De Kleer
               
Government Liaison Committee     
(Chair) Philip Walker 
Wasan Keatkaew
Doeke Bonga
Phinyo Thanbunphairach

Destination Marketing Committee    
(Chair) Pimpisa Sukpasert
(Co-Chair) Roger Gibson
David Barrett
Dhapat Chotiratnarakool
Natthawadee Wongpanya

Membership Committee
(Chair) Claude Sauter 
(Co-Chair) Pannaphat Lapa
Logan Daley
Christoph Weidemann
Levent Bilgir

Affiliate Ambassador 
Patrik Ilstam

Phuket Hotels Association Leadership Team 
Bjorn Courage       
Daniel Muery             
Brett Wilson    
Christoph Weidemann

Advisory Board
Bill Barnett   
Sumi Soorian      
Boon Yongsakul               
Sears Jivavisitnont
Eric Ricaurte
Sukhchaensingh (Sam) Sethi 
David Johnson 
Michael Massey 

President 
Director, Secretary - General 
Director, Treasurer
Director, Vice President

Phuket Hotels Association Core Team 
Jayne MacDougall
Wanwisa Chunuansri 
Nuthamat Phetsawee
Thanachat Dechacho
       

Executive Director
Asst. Administrative Manager
Event Support
Event Executive

Cluster Sustainability Manager, Anantara
Group Director Human Resources, Thavorn Hotels
General Manager, Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort
Anona Beachfront Phuket Resort
Amari Phuket

General Manager, SAii Laguna Phuket
General Manager Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort
General Manager, Le Meridien Phuket Mai Khao Beach Resort
General Manager, Holiday Inn Resort Phuket, Patong.
               

General Manager Amora Beach Resort
Hotel Manager, MSocial Hotel Phuket   
General Manager, The Kee Resort and Spa
Resident Manager, Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket         
 

Director of Marketing and Communication, Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort
Cluster Director of Marketing, Avista Hotels in Phuket
Event Consultant, The Slate
Social Media & Partnership Manager, The Pavilions Phuket
MarCom Manager, Hyatt Regency Phuket Resort

General Manager, The Slate
Resort Manager, V Villas Phuket
General Manager, Angsana Laguna Phuket
General Manager, Doubletree by Hilton Phuket Banthai Resort
General Manager, Ibis Styles Phuket Bangtao

Eden Beach Resort and Spa , Ocean Breeze Resort Khao Lak

9 Hornbills Tented Camp, Absolute Twin Sands Resort & Spa, Amanpuri, Amari Phuket, Amatara Welleisure™ Resort, Amora Beach Resort Phuket, Anantara Layan Phuket
Resort, Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas, Anantara Mai Khao Phuket Villas, Anantara Vacation Club Mai Khao Phuket, Andara Resort & Villas, Angsana Laguna Phuket,
Anona Beachfront Phuket Resort, Avista Grand Phuket Karon – Mgallery, Ayara Kamala Resort & Spa, Baan Laimai, Baan Yin Dee Boutique Resort, Banyan Tree Phuket,
Barceló Coconut Island, Best Western Phuket, Burasari Phuket, Casa Del M Resort, Cassia Phuket, Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket, Centara Karon Resort Phuket, Centara
Kata Resort Phuket, Chanalai Flora Resort, Chatrium Phuket Rawai, Club Bamboo Boutique Patong Beach Resort, COMO Point Yamu, Courtyard Marriott Phuket Town, Dewa
Phuket Resort and Villas, DoubleTree by Hilton Phuket Banthai Resort, Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket, Fisherman Way Beach Resort, Four Points by Sheraton Phuket, Patong
Beach, GLOW Mira Karon Beach, Holiday Inn Resort Phuket Patong, HOMA, Homm Bliss Southbeach Patong, Hotel Clover Patong, Hyatt Regency Phuket Resort, Ibis Styles
Phuket Bangtao, InterContinental Phuket Resort, Island Escape by Burasari, JonoX Phuket Karon Hotel, JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa, Kamaliss MontAzure Phuket –
MGallery Collection, Kata Rocks Resort & Residences, Keemala Phuket, Koyao Island Resort, Kudo Hotel Patong, La Green Hotel & Residence, Le Meridien Phuket Beach
Resort, Le Meridien Phuket Mai Khao Beach Resort, Maikhao Dream Villa Resort & Spa, Centara Boutique Collection, Mamaka Phuket Tapestry Collection by Hilton,
Mangosteen Ayurveda & Wellness Resort, Marriott’s Mai Khao Resort, Meliá Phuket Mai Khao, Movenpick Resort Bangtao Beach Phuket, M SOCIAL Hotel Phuket, My Beach
Hotel, Naiyang Beach Resort and Spa, NH Boat Lagoon Resort, Noku Phuket, Nonnee Kata Beach Phuket, Novotel Phuket Kamala Beach, Outrigger Surin Beach Resort,
Paresa Resort, Phuket Graceland Resort & Spa, Phuket Marriott Resort & Spa, Merlin Beach, Phuket Marriott Resort & Spa, Nai Yang Beach, Pullman Phuket Arcadia Karon
Beach Resort, Proud Phuket, Pullman Phuket Arcadia Naithon Beach, Pullman Phuket Panwa Beach Resort,  Rayaburi Hotel Patong, Renaissance Phuket Resort & Spa,
Rosewood Phuket, SAii Laguna Phuket, SALA Phuket Mai Khao Beach Resort, Selina Serenity Rawai Phuket, Six Senses Yao Noi, Sole Mio Boutique Hotel & Wellness, Stay
Wellbeing & Lifestyle Resort, Thanyapura Sports Hotel, Thavorn Beach Village Resort and Spa, Thavorn Palm Beach Resort, The Bell Pool Villa Resort, The Boathouse Phuket,
Kora Beach Resort, The Kee Resort and Spa, The Nai Harn, The Naka Island, a Luxury Collection Resort & Spa, Phuket, The Pavilions Phuket, The Seaton House Phuket, The
Shore at Katathani, The Slate, Phuket, The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket, Tree House Villas Koh Yao, Trisara, Twinpalms MontAzure, Twinpalms Phuket, V Villas
Phuket, Villa PhuKhao, Wyndham Grand Nai Harn Beach Phuket, Wyndham Grand Phuket Kalim Bay

www.phukethotelsassociation.com

ABOUT US
"The Phuket Hotels Association is a nonprofit organisation
comprising a broad spectrum of hotels"

CONTACT USCONTACT US 076 619 518 info@phukethotelsassociation.com
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Members

Affiliates
Eden Beach Resort and Spa , Ocean Breeze Resort Khao Lak , Iniala Beach House, Khao Lak Marriott Beach Resort & Spa, JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa, Avani+ Khao
Lak Resort, Krabi La Player Resort.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtgwvbPxW9ZD8TSuxpwKFyMnH1CQbL4Rxghf-9DK5BeEqVvw/viewform?usp=pp_url
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