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Junior Fall Newsletter
Communication to 11th grade students and parents about college planning.
[This template is designed to be edited by counselors to include school-specific information, dates, and resources.]
Dear Juniors and Families,
Junior year is an important time in the college planning process. Over the coming months, students will begin exploring colleges, learning about admissions requirements, and preparing for standardized testing. Below are some key updates and reminders for the fall semester.

Key Junior Year Priorities
1. Focus on Academics
Junior year grades are especially important in the college admissions process. Students should continue challenging themselves academically while maintaining strong performance in their classes.

2. Get Involved Outside the Classroom
Colleges value meaningful involvement in activities, leadership, and service. Students should focus on activities they genuinely enjoy and where they can grow or take on leadership roles.

3. Start Exploring Colleges
Fall of junior year is a great time to begin researching colleges and asking what students want in a school.
Students may want to consider:

· Location

· Size of the school

· Academic programs

· Campus environment

· Extracurricular opportunities

Standardized Testing
Many juniors will take the SAT and/or ACT this year.

Things to consider:

· Register for a winter or spring test date if needed

· Take advantage of practice tests and preparation resources
· Check whether colleges on your list are test optional
Students should speak with the counseling office if they have questions about testing plans.

College Visits
Students are encouraged to begin learning about colleges through:

· Campus visits

· Virtual information sessions

· College fairs

· Conversations with admissions representatives

Attending these events can help students better understand what different colleges offer.

There is no universally “best” college. The goal is to find the best fit for each student.
Upcoming School Events
Please mark your calendar for these upcoming events:

· College Fair: [Date]
· Junior College Planning Meeting: [Date]
· SAT/ACT Test Dates: [Dates if applicable]
· College Representative Visits: [Where students can find the schedule]
Additional information will be shared as these events approach.

Helpful Resources
Students may find the following resources helpful as they begin exploring colleges:

· [The college search or application platforms used by your school]
· College websites to learn about academic programs, campus life, and admissions requirements

· Virtual campus tours and information sessions offered by many colleges

· Scholarship search tools and databases
Students should also keep an eye on emails and announcements from the counseling office, where additional resources and opportunities will be shared throughout the year.

If you have questions at any point in the process, please feel free to contact the counseling office for guidance and support.

Final Thoughts
Junior year can feel busy, but students do not need to have everything figured out right now. The goal this fall is simply to begin exploring options and learning more about the college process.

The counseling office is here to support students and families throughout the process.

Sincerely,

[Counselor Name]
[Title]
[School Name]
[Contact Information]
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