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Senior Fall Newsletter
Communication to 12th grade students and families about the college application process 
[This template is designed to be edited by counselors to include school-specific information, dates, and resources.]
Dear Seniors and Families,
Senior year is an exciting and important time as students begin completing college applications and making plans for life after graduation. Below are some reminders and updates as we begin the fall semester.
Key Senior Year Priorities
1. Stay Focused on Academics
Colleges will continue reviewing senior year grades, and many request a midyear report. Students should continue working hard in their classes and maintaining strong academic performance.

2. Finalize Your College List

Students should develop a balanced list of colleges that includes a range of admission possibilities and schools that are a strong academic, social, and financial fit.
3. Begin Working on Applications

Many colleges open their applications in late summer. Seniors should begin reviewing application requirements and planning ahead for upcoming deadlines.

Important components of applications may include:

• Application forms
• Personal essays
• Supplemental essays
• Letters of recommendation
• Test scores (if applicable)

Starting early can help reduce stress later in the fall.

Application Deadlines
Students should carefully review each college’s deadlines and policies before deciding which application timeline is best for them. Colleges may offer several application timelines, including:
• Early Decision (ED)**
• Early Action (EA)
• Regular Decision (RD)
** If students are considering Early Decision, it is important to discuss this option with families and the counseling office, as it represents a binding early commitment (without the full financial picture).
Standardized Testing
Some seniors may still plan to take the SAT or ACT in the fall.

Students should:

• Confirm whether colleges on their list require or recommend test scores
• Register for upcoming test dates if needed
• Send official scores to colleges if required
Upcoming School Events

Please mark your calendar for these upcoming events:

• Senior College Application Meeting: [Date]
• College Fair(s): [Date(s)]
• Information Night(s): [Date(s)]
• College Representative Visits: [Where students can find the schedule]
Additional information will be shared as these events approach.
College Visits and Admissions Representatives
Students may still want to learn more about colleges through:
• Campus visits
• Virtual information sessions
• College fairs
• Visits from admissions representatives at school

These opportunities can help students gain a better understanding of different colleges and programs.
Requesting Transcripts and Recommendations

Many colleges require official transcripts and letters of recommendation.

Students should:

• Follow their school’s process for requesting transcripts
• Request letters of recommendation early
• Provide recommenders with adequate time and any required materials

Students should check with the counseling office for specific procedures and deadlines.
Financial Aid and Scholarships

Families should begin preparing for the financial aid process. Key steps often include:

• Completing the FAFSA when it becomes available
• Reviewing each college’s financial aid deadlines
• Searching for scholarship opportunities

More information about financial aid and scholarships will be shared throughout the year.

Helpful Resources

Students may find the following resources helpful during the application process:

• [The college application or planning platforms used by your school]
• College admissions websites for application requirements and deadlines
• Financial aid websites and scholarship search tools
• Virtual campus tours and admissions information sessions

Students should also keep an eye on emails and announcements from the counseling office for important updates.

Final Thoughts

Senior year can feel busy, but students do not need to complete everything at once. Staying organized and starting early will make the process much more manageable. The counseling office is here to support students and families throughout the process.

Sincerely,

[Counselor Name]
[Title]
[School Name]
[Contact Information]
Free resource for educational use via CCStacks. Not for commercial use or redistribution. © CCStacks

