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Students' reading levels are assessed using DRA.  Student levels are fall into
Tiering Categories in relation to grade level performance
Emerging- Student is reading 2 grade levels below current grade level
Novice- Student is reading 1 grade level below current grade level
Apprentice- Student is reading at current grade level.
Scholar- Student is reading above current grade level

PS 35 performs DRA testing 3 times per year, September, January and May.
The levels within the tiers change as the year progresses.  Knowing your child’s
Tiering and Reading level will help you support your child’s developing  reading
ability and be the entry point to discuss literacy with your child’s teacher

Kindergarten Whole Year Tiering

September January May

Emerging Non reader Non Reader B
2 or below

Novice A A/ A
1

C
3,4

Apprentice 1 B
2

D/E
6, 8

Scholar 2+ C
3+

F
10+

1st Grade Whole Year Tiering

September January May

Emerging B
2 and  below

D
6 or below

F
10 or  below

Novice C
3,4

E/F
8,10

G/H
12, 14

Apprentice D/E
6,8

G/H
12, 14

I/J/K
16,18, 20

Scholar F +
10 plus

I
16+

L
24+
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2nd Grade Whole Year Tiering

September January May

Emerging F
10 and below

H
14 or  below

J
18 or  below

Novice G/H
12,14

I/J
16, 18

K/L
20,24

Apprentice I/J/K
16,18,20

K/L
20,24

M
28

Scholar L
24+

M
28+

N
30+

3rd Grade Whole Year Tiering

September January May

Emerging J
18 or  below

L
24 or  below

N
30 or  below

Novice K/L
20,24

M/N
28,30

O
34

Apprentice M
28

O
34

P
38

Scholar N
30+

P
38+

Q
40+

4th Grade Whole Year Tiering

September January May

Emerging N
30 and below

O
34 or  below

P
34 or below

Novice O
34

P
38

Q
38

Apprentice P
38

Q/R
40

R
40

Scholar Q
40

S
50+

S
50+
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5th Grade Whole Year Tiering

September January May

Emerging P
34 or  below

R
40 or below

Q
40 or  below

Novice Q
38

S
50

R
40

Apprentice R
40

T/U
50

S/T/U
50

Scholar S/T
50+

V
50+

W+
60
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TC Levels

Teachers College Reading & Writing Project

SEPTEMBER JANUARY JUNE

Kindergarten
Emergent Story Books
Shared Reading

Kindergarten B/C Kindergarten
4=F or above
3=D/E
2=C
1=B or below

Grade 1:
4=F or above
3=D/E
2=C
1=B or below

Grade 1:
4=I or above
3=G/H
2=E/F
1=D or below

Grade 1:
4=L or above
3=I/J/K
2=G/H
1=F or below

Grade 2:
4=L or above
3=I/J/K
2=G/H
1=F or below

Grade 2:
4=M or above
3=K/L
2=I/J
1=H or below

Grade 2:
4=N or above
3=M
2=K/L
1=J or below

Grade 3:
4=N or above
3=M
2=K/L
1=J or below

Grade 3:
4=P or above
3=O
2=M/N
1=L or below

Grade 3:
4=Q or above
3=P
2=O
1=N or below

Grade 4:
4=Q or above
3=P
2=O
1=N or below

Grade 4:
4=S or above
3=Q/R
2=P
1=O or below

Grade 4:
4=T or above
3=S
2=Q/R
1=P or below

Grade 5:
4=T or above
3=S
2=Q/R
1=P or below

Grade 5:
4=V or above
3=T/U
2=S
1=R or below

Grade 5:
4=W* or above
3=U/V
2=T
1=S or below
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