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died around 1823.
In 1795, the town was granted $22.14 from the State of New York to run its schools.

The first three roads in the town were laid out in 1793: one from the corner of Dewey’s Tavern
easterly to the lake, one from Champlain Village to the rapids, and one from the Village of
Champlain to the Canadian line. The south road, Kings Bay, to the river at Coopersville was
opened in 1796.

The first settlers of the town were mostly Scotch and some French. Many of these people lived in
Canada but during the war came over to our side to fight with us. After the war, they were no
longer welcome in Canada, so New York State granted each such man land in this area. This land
became known as the “Canada and Nova Scotia Refugee Tract.”

As early as 1815, the cemetery on the bank of the river in Coopersville was being used.

In 1824, a stone building was erected in the Village of Rouses Point to be used as a school, a
meeting place and a house of worship.

In the early days of Champlain Village, there were many boat builders and saw mills and much
small industry. In Rouses Point also, there was a lot of activity, lake traffic was big business, and
five railroads passed through the village with twenty-passenger trains a day. The first railroad
bridge built across Champlain at Rouses Point was often called the eighth wonder of the world.
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The Town of Champlain has a unique distinction of having five federal post offices within its
borders, when there are only two villages and two hamlets. In 1851, there were two post offices in
Rouses Point: One was called the “Upper Village” and the other “Hoylton,” downtown.

Champlain was in the path of the soldiers during the wars along the border of Canada. And many
times, soldiers took over many of the people’s belongings as they passed through.

The town is located in the northeast corner of New York State, with Lake Champlain as its east-
ern border and Canada at the north.

Another distinction was the building of a fort on Canadian soil thinking it was in the United
States. The dilemma was solved with the signing of the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, placing this
land in the United States.

The population of the town has not changed very much over the decades, but railroads and boat
traffic are gone and industry has taken their place.

Peg Barcomb
Town of Champlain and
Village of Rouses Point Historian

The Village of Champlain has, over the years, passed through a process of legislative change
common to many American communities. While only a few simple laws were necessary at the
time of the establishment of the village, subsequent growth of the community, together with the
complexity of modern life, has created the need for new and more detailed legislation for the
proper function and government of the village. The recording of local law is an aspect of munici-
pal history, and as the community develops and changes, review and revision of old laws and
consideration of new laws, in the light of current trends, must keep pace. The orderly collection
of these records is an important step in this ever-continuing process. Legislation must be more
than mere chronological enactments reposing in the pages of old records. It must be available and
logically arranged for convenient use and must be kept up-to-date. It was with thoughts such as
these in mind that the Board of Trustees ordered the following codification of the village’s legis-
lation.

Contents of Code

The various chapters of the Code contain all currently effective legislation (local iaws, ordinances
and certain resolutions) of a general and permanent nature enacted by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Champlain, including revisions or amendments to existing legislation deemed neces-
sary by the Board of Trustees in the course of the codification.

Division of Code

The Code is divided into parts. Part I, Administrative Legislation, contains all village legislation
of an administrative nature, namely, that dealing with the administration of government, that es-
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A chapter-related section-numbering system is employed, in which each section of every item of
legislation is assigned a number which indicates both the number of the chapter in which the leg-
islation is located and the location of the section within that chapter. Thus, the first section of
Chapter 6 is § 6-1, while the fourth section of Chapter 53 is § 53-4. New sections can then be
added between existing sections using a decimal system. Thus, for example, if, two sections were
to be added between §§ 53-4 and 53-5, they would be numbered as §§ 53-4.1 and 53-4.2.

Scheme

The Scheme is the list of section titles which precedes the text of each chapter. These titles are
carefully written so that, taken together, they may be considered as a summary of the content of
the chapter. Taken separately, each describes the content of a particular section. For ease and pre-
cision of reference, the Scheme titles are repeated as section headings in the text.

Histories

At the end of the Scheme in each chapter is located the legislative history for that chapter. This
History indicates the specific legislative source from which the chapter was derived, including the
enactment number (e.g., ordinance number, local law number, bylaw number, resolution number,
etc.), if pertinent, and the date of adoption. In the case of chapters containing Parts or Articles
derived from more than one item of legislation, the source of each Part or Article is indicated in
the History. Amendments to individual sections or subsections are indicated by histories where
appropriate in the text.

Codification
Amendments and Revisions

New chapters adopted or sections amended or revised during the process of codification are spe-
cifically enumerated in chapter Histories with reference to “Ch. 1, General Provisions,” where the
legislation adopting this Code and making such revisions will appear after final enactment. Sec-
tions so amended or revised are also indicated in the text by means of Editor’s Notes referring to
the chapter cited above.

General References; Editor’s Notes

In each chapter containing material related to other chapters in the Code, a table of General Ref-
erences is included to direct the reader’s attention to such related chapters. Editor’s Notes are
used in the text to provide supplementary information and cross-references to related provisions
in other chapters.

Appendix
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quence in the appropriate division or part (e.g., Part I, Administrative Legislation, or Part I, Gen-
eral Legislation), utilizing the reserved chapter numbers. New chapter titles should begin with the
key word for the alphabetical listing (e.g., new legislation on abandoned vehicles should be titled
“Vehicles, Abandoned” under “V” in the table of contents, and a new enactment on coin-operated
amusement devices should be “Amusement Devices” or “Amusement Devices, Coin-Operated”
under “A” in the table of contents). Where a reserved number is not available, an “A” chapter
should be used (e.g., a new chapter to be included between Chapters 45 and 46 should be desig-
nated Chapter 45A). New Articles may be inserted between existing Articles in a chapter (e.g.,
adding a new district to the Zoning Regulations) by the use of “A” Articles (e.g., a new Article to
be included between Articles XVI and XVII should be designated Article XVIA). The section
numbers would be as indicated above (e.g., if the new Article XVIA contains six sections and
existing Article XVI ends with § 45-30 and Article XVII begins with § 45-31, Article XVIA
should contain §§ 45-30.1 through 45-30.6).

Supplementation

Supplementation of the Code will follow the adoption of new legislation. New legislation or
amendments to existing legislation will be included and repeals wili be indicated as soon as pos-
sible after passage. Supplemental pages should be inserted as soon as they are received and old
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