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Tz welume 15 1he Lirat '|:-|:|'|:-|i'\.|'|£|.| resall n1 A 5I:1:|r|.:|-' wlhirh wis ak-
nogneed in the Annupal Teepare of the President of Carnegie Cor-
paratinn of Meve York Tor 1038 Al Bollces s Lerens

The Corparation has for some time {elt she nocd of a general sturdy
of e Mepre ia 1he Ladted Sabes, not on'y as o poxls Ly s own acliv-
iti=x, hut fnr hrnadee tegson= It :l.ppcarn_-d ta he escendizl that such a
stuszly Tz wnade wader 2he dicection o o person wle wooal:3 e [roe Drem
the [ECAI| IS inns and oo innal i:lurgn:;. whi- [t w5l shigse th R preater
o less degeer on oy sobject, and e Socpoaatzon, theelore, Jooked
gitside the Liruedd Srates inp g destinguiclod eladent oi 1he rowmial
seieocey wha would T available 4o organize anel hirect the precect, it
i5 a pirnsute tn annonnee taat e Kacl Giwennar A eretal has been
granted o leave ol abeercr feorn the Thiversicy af Stochldm we cnable
hir ez aceept Lhe invitation of 1Te Trostees 1o wnidertabe chic work.

Tir T'.-T:."rrl.;ll arreved in Sewe Yorclke wn ﬂqlltnllu‘:r‘. :Ii.]_}E. acud pe-
mained here until the Lwropean s@uation made neoessary las mefurm
ta Swenden in Blay, 1gaa During thes peciesd b renqucaliad  some
twemy Anerican stodenes of the Wegro to prepirs memnranda an
all the oz irmfroetant anpaets I 2wepro Lfc in America, and om
AR ETa S o anex Alasd of Chesr momoramla wore aohshed at
e dime of his departere, ot che majority weee completed by vhe
Fidlorwing Seplember. Unoentassuy conceening the date of e, Myr-
I;La.l'a =l |_|t:-n1:,|nd-:_'d n'rr_:-|1.==id|.'r:|.ti-::-n r_:-'f the -:_'.r'igi.n.ul ﬂTriLI‘IE:I'rrII'."I"It
wiich provided char the right o wse all matenals coblecled im dhe
caarse ol tlae Seoedy ahowdd e vosted 12 tle conloibotor: aleer ibe
main report was published  Becanse of the anavoidabe delay inorhe
coenpletion of . Myrdals own work. it was decided e [acilitate
ithe mabbicatirm of siane af the mernasioula e alvaowe of e main
report, and the undersipned Committes was appuinted 10 alvise n
Lhe sclectinn of these eontkibutions most nearly teady Eor publica-
tiwom  [de. [amoet & Seonffer of the Dniversay ol Claewern, wlo
acted as excoucive ofhcer of the Study during D, Myedal's abwonce,
wriLs v bed h:,r Lhe Coecdinaelee Lo fadwe ay ala LECFELAE Y.

In general the memoranda weee not designed (e pohlication in
Hie Eormy writben. Coneributors” smsieuctions were to prepace work-
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ing memoranda rapidly and in a fwll apd casy style which would
make them most usefol for D, Myedols poeposes, This, by defini-
ticm, they were not to be Jurmal, Lalimeed maniscripes ready {oe
the printer and the public. The Commiltee Foond thar every maguy-
script submitted oftered sigmficant centribubions. In serving the
purposes of the Smedy so well, the contobutors necessarily subordi-
nated thelr wfividual publication interests to dhe interests of the
enieal project. This is evidence al ynselfiah eeam-play which deserveg
respect and commendation. The Committer, however, wis pleasantly
surprised to find an appreciatle number of rmamuscripts s near the
publication stage 1hat it could proceed with plan: {er the prompe pub-
beatiop o & prowp &l tgopgeraphs in advanee of ehe noio reg .
It is pussilile that oler contriloiors will later publish additiomal
moaugrisphs snd articles as o resull of theie associaling with the
Study. D, Myrdal retucnst to the Uniced States in March. 1941, and
it is hoped chae his own report may e celeased some time during
1942,

It 15 vn the whole legacal that the Arst rmenograph 1o ke palilizhed
as & result of chiz Stady shauld e coocerned witio the African back-
ground of the Amesican tvepra. There 15 an undecstandable tendency
m var civilization to order our thoughts with reference to sequence
in time and to think in teem: o origns. Obviously Negrocs weee
ant hrought te ke Linited States as eulturally naked people, and
(e peablem s o deterening wlie of thoeit A Mican Berilage Tas Dewe
reraived I llysnce Bge 10 Americn mdav. We may conesde tht
the grestest significoncy of the Adcican heritage Lies in the fact that
inast el it uickly and Ieviably was [ost befure the ways of life
ok the dominzot white man could be learned Yeo ooliural differen-
tigls are so importane o the social adpestment of different peoples
1o eack other that the reeentson cven of culural Eragmoesnes dromm
Afrien may intecdeee serenes problems ineo Mego-white eclolings.,
On the positive side, the arigin nf the dizldieetive ooltargl enodriby-
tiens af the Megen to Ansetican Bl sosl ner he overlonked. -
thermnre, and onlerely apast from bermmodaaee practical corsiders-
Hons, the social scientict cun learn about the peneral nature of
cwltural development Scorn the coltural history of the ™epro in
A merici,

Every major activity in the carcer of Dr. Melvifle J. Heesknvits
nf Morthwestern Liniversicy a5 an antheopalogise as eonarilled
to hiz quelifications bor the preparation of this mencpraph ool The
Mayth af Lve Negre Pragl. He has sludied the physical s well a5 the
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calural traits uf 1he Negro, and has mads outstindmg contribetivng
o knowledpe in bodh hields, 11is investymaticns bave awgchoded wark
Tt |::-1||.}I e the Llected Srates Tk alsn in Abcica, Seootlhe Aoverica
and the VWest Ynadies, BHefnre thas hoolk §5 00 i:-TiIIT he will he at work
in Beazd. §lis 1ift1-:-ng erarictioon 1han the stwly nf e 2egen i the
Lriiteed Stikes regpaires alsn oo pa- asle wine’ ¥ -:-f e "‘*-.ll;_fr:- in A frien
and in all parcs of the Wesiern Liem L-="'J|.-.r|: haz made possitle 1his
meonaprigs, the first conprelenstve aoalysis of 10 coreem TelicEs
concerning che extent asd signilicance of craics of African origin
precsisting in ehe Tiated Snges,

Suiefar W Hauwisawu

Wreasm . Qopoe

Daxaln Yol ko, Ciadirmd
July 25, roge
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This work represcata the doctetentatinn ol an Typothesia, developed
in the cimacse if twipalerailes nf research. 'That the scientihs shudy of
the Megro and arlempes booaeclierals the wceracial aitoation in the
Unitedl Stares Rave been handicapped br & {alase ta rem<ivder sules
quately certain functioning ascccls of Heptn life has become increas-
ingly apparent as this myestigation has gome nn, Frablums in dNegro
resoaich actacked withour an assessinent of histanie depth. and a
willingmesy to repard the historical pust of an entite people as the
ecprEvalenl af acs weieten Tastary, cam clearly be seen bo have made for
con [sieon and erpeor i1111,'1-|1n:1':|li41|'||I aol midirecte] ju-:!gmi.".rll. T
ceaialivy practical ends.

Thl: :L[:'|'|r|mrh m the i."|:|51:|:|i1'|5:h ThLTHs, I:||f:-1:|g|‘| acacrided bowed e
sty af Lhe Mepra in the Lniled S1ates 1akes ino Bo'l account the
Woest Afvican, Sodibh Amerian, aoul West lowdinn daa, lachang
wliach. I am crmvincod, true perspective on the vaines of Mepro Tife
i tlaes enuotry cabowel b Bad, «eher By ehe svadease ocaning oF the
Targer prohlermns ab cultura? chimge or by the prwtical man seckiog
to lessen racial censions. YWhile it has been negessaey to throw into
relief the neglart by rthers of such Tawkpround matesials in Eavee af
nanhistorical statistical analvses and aF Asc remedies, this is oot
bicauae a fubl knowledpe of existing condilioens s helid onampoetasd
mr that the orgent problems to be Jaced by Meproes and whites alike
ate pnrevapiized. O tlhe cotteary, this addy e ateempoed o show
thit present-day sitrations are more comples 0 their gnderlving
catzes than has Lees graspesd and 1hat, whether in analyzing aseck-
levtial wr practcd pechlems, every consideration @lls for insight
into e infoence of pre-Ametican pateerns.

Aoward may he sand cegierdinge the dncotendalaion aself. Ornly
thnse woess that have had the walest influence in the past and those
that are e tnose cited teday Dawe heon given exteaded Lieaemese,
f-;,:.[ thre= aTe I:'hrr %THF]TCES |_1'|1|'|n w'h'u;h :i::uli._-miq_' -:1[|'i'n|r:11_ at ka.sl, ;5
baged. Tho catations that hawve been made are those which Tiave the
sh.u.rpm:t 1:-P:|.:ri:|1|'?_' an the Fl:l'l:'&lhEEm a% En'.ri.ﬁrq;ﬁcl. Where n:l.l:i-:|u.ari.un.
quexotes, or speculative commenis kave heen included. it is only
becauze they bave peoduced a liberary lineame. 1o would have heen

Ejit
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possible, were potemics the aim of this discussion, to 1eace a con-
sistent pencalogy for many ol the adeas that, with sEght gualifica-
tian. have come 1o ws in recend awthontative' presentations. Tt
wonld Rave been equally pozsible, with the wse of the materials from
the feld atudy conducted 3 Trinidad by Feanees 5. Hershovits and
myself inm ocgsn, to dizsect cucrent wiews on, [e1 g say, the Negro
famiy, im 1ermg of atigades and customs prevailing theee 1hat are
direelly comeparable o thoze fourd i Lthe United stares. But since
thrcr materids 3re as ¥l unpl_ll:liljhﬂ[ :|.n-:lI TOURCITXWET, ALTICE Tt Wi
necessary o koop (hid stody within comageabls onmpass, his was
nat done.

T am -:1.:-e'[|'li1_,r inchoted] tp Frampes 5 Hershowiis, whiss miny
riaonths dewoterd o exhanstive reading made aviilahie the macerials
Eor a eomernd of whe Btecature. Without the: reading. winch | mo-
salf was oz hle e nnderbkee e e af wewderme comamiirmenes, Pl
study enuld not ave been made. dor could it have Leen delegpated to
anniber, far, sinee she nas participated weel me in all the ethno-
graphic Aelrl sindivs in my rescarch prograsm, sl was unigeely
equipfol 1o dezcern corresnondences and to evalaatc ucerpretations.

Trese papes have heon written ac the sugpestion of B, Gunnar
Blyrdal fir the Sidy oF e Negrn i Ancrica which wiss iostis
tuted by the Carnegic Corporation of Mew York, The sesvey chae-
acter of the Study did net permet an intensive thnoulogical stwly
af 2 saulbiern corrmaanily w ke made, agaitst which 1o projeet pre-
vailing theotizs that expownd Megro mores 1w the United Seates. It
1% gru.l:ir?.-'i.ngh lh:i!, I‘J'..I'II.I:H.I'I 1hs ;Lr'l:ﬂ_l,r.‘\.fei wai bbclerliakenn weth mads
givings 35 to whar the heterogencou: literatore might vicid, there
did. in eifert, ST in cloar cnfline o LT ny r:l:,.'l;|1r_:-|-::||gii:=.| rate-
puries Lt defiee the geeaker part of Lhe Jeeratues an ehis labl.

MrivicrE J, ITFREXOVITS
Ewarelon, o

Avust 23, 1940
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Chapter T

THF SIGNIFICANCE. OF AFHRICANISNS

e 0 B B Bl B B B B B i e D DA E i a b Rl D DR E R HEEE

The mwth of the Neprn past is one of 1he principal supports of race
prejudice in this couneey. Unrecoprmzed in ks efficacy, 1t rabonahzes
Jscrirnination in everyedir contact betweon Negrees amel wlotes, -
Fuaences The shaving of perhey wheer Begmoes are cnncersusd, and
atfects 1he arends G eseiceh e actatars whose theoretical approach,
mrihadz, and spwtema al thonghl presenced 1o sowdents ane in har-
meny wih ot Wheee all ns clements are oot accepted, rooconfict
s v wlhen, 35 1 '|'_|I|F!-'|_:||.'Ir hr'l'i-cl:. rerfain tepeks Taw TOTLTATY
T =orne o 3% rorrpEmeat parts, since ik acreptangs o liele sals
jert t qucation thae enalradiclions are nar likely to ke scrufinized
oo clarcly, The sestom i Lius e he reganded as mechelopical in
the 1echnical sense of the eran. for. as will e mads apparent, it
Prll'r'i.llt_‘ﬁ 1.!'”:' '\jil.l'll;.'t'il;.'\ll'l Fl':ll.' II‘I:"!\.'EI Fl'ﬂtl:d |_'|I_'“!"'|: '-.'a'l'l'ii:h H; R i:ll1i.|"1'l:"|'il;: tl:l-
b din e

This mivth of dhe MNepeo past, wiiel validates the concepe of
Kepre inicrsartty, may e outfined az Eallows:

I8 erroes ore arteeally F o0 chifetiee cinoracter, and afjud sgsify
La M wzost aesatisfacfory soenal swafions, whiea they ecce gt repdify
gl ezen happady, T8 car!vesr o the American Iedigas, whe pee-
ferved ertiuctisn ta sinery;

2. l.":'m!_'.' the frercr sl Ionf _ﬂ_llr':rl':'n eas caslued, i mors Tehell-
gerl meaberr of the A fercaw cotmsad e raided hattag brex clroer
encrph fa clinde the slrecrs” nets)

F Noee ke Newraes bere heospht froon all perrr of the A frican
comtivenf cpole dorse oaporge s, represended greadly defereng
bodies af ceratead, sad. ar a gatter af galicy, eeere diserdluered e the
forawr artd ra as o Tete reehal Blcatery, ue leard commion deéname-
matar of nederstanding or beficzaer cosda hore pornhly bren werked
out by Hem
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g Eten graenng eacugh Negroes of a given tmbe Gad The oppars
ety fa fee tagother, and that they Ned rie wall and abilior Jo con-
fiwtie e enelemory anedes af Aehacar, the cwllerer s§ A frirn nvee
g gt e re‘l'dl'.':'-e‘ll_', su Tae A the soale &f heman czdeaciien
taat the afsberent oaperforty of Lnropedn caaleno g cboersnd Fit
e Bzorrur "'_|r fhoeer prvedery, tevend Jeeees coesed aed actine e ol
TN M e ﬁu"."r np iy uf.'.;ll'|'5|."|;|.',' trbdlionnr oF h’lg’_\r iy o ieep-
R g desred b peorcriv

s The Wrears e thipg o moan soriieand a prsf,

Mautaly, there have leen reaclions against shis pnine ol vicw,
aned i cdeh wms as e Woselanz's Tl Sliriven fpckaeanna
Goanimed sl W 17 10 Tl Dewat Miaed Fadle Vi ond Noge
seriees ablezpes b heen smle e e prelene] =l evtiee pictars
afl the Megeo, YEwcan vl Sew Werldl s historieel ool Somg-
Lonat seiteg. Inosnill another caterary o thiose o hzazree with
FLHE aVabem are wernera s ose reactions, peesennod sustomesily with
lintle walicl deemmomsaizon, conter atteatzen or Alvics principally 4o
[recwve tho cgeo eylone™ can bake 08 plase oy 1he “igher”
creihiratiors o1 markind, Sowent o thenght Doz for seme ime ab-
jllr’f-:i abiezmpts o 1 l."-:'lr'|||-:'|.|::".ti1'|.' e S rialhres, -6 fhal
these works are signifcam e 2z s’ tetations of e pseclolopy
|_'|!|- i|'|!|"rr:|.|'i.'|] -:"l'l:llﬂil_'1 Wiz HES -:'|‘:1'|rri||'_:l_'i-:'\-r|x In :-'l:rill'.::.' t|1r:11a_;||t_ T'ln:_'lr
arc in essclive aopare ob the Liceratine o [welemica, aml as sl necd
Lo peren Tenhe atienzion Tere.,

It nmast alse beorzeogmiacd that ant evers writes wheo s e
statemeTts nf che type nudinel aleove has asceptsed cro11 Te Bas ac-
cepted. has stzessed all the flemems 3 the sy and thar pacalae
cpiinst aften underaenees the A fean cheracnoe nd rertain aspwels
al Ee heliwvior ol Megroes, emphasizing the savaxe and cxctic
nature of the presumed carre-pvers. Yet oo che inselectual Llevel, a
longr Twe af trained speciazsts finve reiterated m whnle or in par,
the as=ampticn: conserning the Sepr easl thae Tave Feen gshetrhed.
As gl cemenpaince, diverse as are the contoibicinus of these writers
in ."|'|'||_'|-:'-.’r-:'|.[‘!!|. mclinl, atrl il 1_|‘|{':.r hawr, with =0t fewr ERCE -
tons, contzibuled to the perprination of the lepend eoncerning the
quality of Nepee aboricinal eodowment and Ws lack nf staming
under crsact. We M3y lsosd r:tgin fie dAvscnenentp ke ol g 5}"\51:111
wilh o serics of exatien: cnsceciting 1be Anad, fminating element,
Ieaving L Tater pages excvepds which demonstrate the tenaciousness
af the oller perpasitings that lead up to this last poinot.
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Thonghk the historical eelationship between the present-day Me-
groes of the United States and Alrica admits of no debate, theres is
tirtle acientifie knowledge of what Bas bappened 1o this African cul-
taral hesitiege in the New World, Srautements bearing on the ahsence
ot the retentivn of Africanisms, even thoogh thess are drawn vt
of differing degrees of familiarity with the patterns of Negro Iife
in this country, share one chatacter i onmmon. Uhat is, theor au-
thors, whetier Tay ar scllarly, md only are unencumbered Ty farst-
Il experience with ke Afrimn civilzations mevolved, bl the
majority of them know or, at all cvents, milize but few, if any, ol
the works wlherein these sullures are deseribed ;) while such works s
are cied in dorcmentation are erntanly 10e clder sourees, which
today ace of little scientehe valae,

Schelarly opimion presents a fairly homopsneous conception as bo
African zurvivals m the Unsied Seates. O the whole, specialists
tend fne aceep and aerese the view that Africanizms bave disap-
penared as A resele aF dle presssees eecrea] by the experience of
slavery on all aborsginal thodes al Uinghe ar behawinr. s 2 s1arting
point for subcequent analyeis, a iew examples of thic body of theught
may here be given 10 make available its majar acsumptions. Bepre-
sencniave of ks pomt of view is the {allowing watement of B K.
Fark. swwha an taesy eeEmME suiminariIcs a pns.ilinn e haz held cad-
skteTitly over the yeacd

My cown ampressien is that ¢he amzvne of African tradition which
the Koprn bzowgehie 1o ke Unieed Siales was very amall. En Tast, Thers ia
HUERTY TSN 1o h._-|-||_--.-._q| 1k owecens bzt Thatl 1the ['-.'e.g:rl, whi.m |'|q- |3|r|n:|_r_'|:|
in the United S1ates, leit betind him almost eversthing bt his dark
compledien and ks fropica® “emperament. [t is wery dillicult o fod in
the Sonctly Lendoy amything 1hat czo be traced diveecy back i Adlrica!

E. F. Franer, in hic stody of the Negro famiir, stressed thes posi-
tian i 4 passage wheee, speaking nf the “seraps af Mectories, which
furm r:.nl:.r an i:ll'-::;g_rlil"li::l.rlt '|_1:'|.r! ol el gr-;,‘:n-.:in;__f_ '._:-|_|||:|.' ul traditions in
Mepra famelics” and which "are what remsains af the African
heritape,” he savs

Prohaly newer before in bistary Tias a people Teen so nearly ceme
pletely stripped of 165 socil heratage 25 the Teprues whe were brought

i For all ootes aee REdlertees beginadng o 3o
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to America, Othar comgoeesd races hase continued to worship their
hourehold gods within the intimate circle of ther kinsmen, Lag Ameri-
can sravery destrenred howscnold pods and dissolved 1he bonds of sym-
pathy and affection berween men ol e same bood and hovsenold. 014
men and woown waght have beosded over menoewes of dhoie Adfrican
homeland, Taet they eoold now clanpe the world ahow term, Through
iorce of ¢iccumstances, they Jad w aeoice o vew lunguage, adopl new
11:.1:-|l5 nf |=h|:|r |1'.|d tah: D, howeyer |r.r'|.lL1'f-L|. |1.' ihe [-::-]Lcw.a'g,r'l. nf el
Arnerican envicAome=nk. Tl‘II?'IT childcen, whn knew only 1he Americih
enviTenment, seon forgot the Lew r|:|E11|.-::-riE£ thiat biad besn passed om tn
thern and deweloped metiv@tions and modes of lwhavior tn harmony with
the Mew World. Their childeen's chaldren have ofien recalled with skep-
ticistn T frapments of stories concerning Afrca which have been pre-
served dn theie Familics. ¥ot, of the babits and customa as well asg (he
hiopes o] Eeare 1limt charasterized the 15fe of their Eocopearers 0 Adeica,
nothisg reains?

Another srodent of the American Negre, K. B, Reuter, veviewing
Frorier’s work, gives ungonditional pssent o fhe point of view ex.
presded in the preceding passape, when he weples;

The , . . Negro people © _ . were broughe 1o Anweeica in sl con-
sygtitrsenils froen many fars of e Adrean cordieot abel uver g bong
period ol time. In the coucse of capture, muperidion, and eoslyvememt
they lost every vestipe of the Airican culturs The nacive languages
disappraced immedsately and s completely that scarcely a word of
Adrican arigin {ound its way inio English, owing dg the dizreraion. to
the accidental or intentional sepatation aof tribal siccks, and to che aup-
pecsgion of religious exereises. The supermatoral Belicls and practeca
complerely disappeased: Lhe native Eorine af Bamily lije aed the oncdea
aml custors of sex coneral were destravest by Lhe capcmpstainees uf sleve
li€e; wnd poornaviun anl the meletiuos of e sexes ware rechaesd (o 2
simph‘: ao:l E:'r'im:il::l'l.': lE\'lc':L 0 with EVLTYF elament of the soca)] h:r:[a,gl:."

In Charles 5 Juhnson's analysis uf present-day Nepro plamaticn
life, the comment on background similarly follows fhe aceeqicd
posibion

The Megro of the plantation came iote the picture with a completely
brokeo cultural beriage. He camse cireetly from Alrica or do-firectly
Eremv Africa through v West [ndies. There bald bess fur Yoo oo
preparaticen for, and oo organized expoaure oo, the durroeast gaed ap-
proved fatterod of American colbure. What he knew of [ife was what he
ool learn frarn ather shoees ot Trom the examples sec by the white
Plarmers themyelves, Tn phe lowns wheres this rnotact was chose there was
smoe efbect, sweh a5 has maay times been noted in the coliural differ-
ences bebween the carly Negro hamise servants and the plantation handa,
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ﬂn l'|".¢ p]:l.r!!:lﬁl'l:l, |'|-:u.-.r\-i'."'l.'l:"rI I:'h.-l'ir crntact was a clisant nos, I.'EF"H.]I!\'_"Ij 'bjl'
the strirt “etapuetie’” of glavery and the code of the plaotatien,*

The satvy pont of view concerming the retention of the African
backprround 15 expressed by nonacademic specialists m the Aell, and
by thuse professional students whose concern is with particular sege-
ments af cultuee wheeein Africanisms may have persisted. Embeee,
wli teanclates the plesical homigimeity of the mived Neproes of
thie Ulssaeee! Srades boto the concept of 3 "browa American™ Ly, and
expresses The opinion that, it iz astupishing haw cnatipletely the
MNegr has been owt off from bis African home'™ expiuins 1he
process in these termes:

Trtn Erom thewr prewvious environmenl, ATricans Tousd thenzelves
group=d i the homesteads and plantations of America with fellow
blacks from divergene trites whose costoms differed wulely, whoss an-
guages eyen thev conid not vaderztand, & new hils had o be Barmed
and was fermed in the pacern o the New World, The old Afmcan
trbal sociesy was complercly alestroped. Freett membershep in their
prusitive social uitily, Mogroes were Lovced i the organization te-
guisel by e placialion aa<d By e deeamds of che panicubar Anaesican
Tamiles 1o wlich ey wese atache:] The valy Trdkways that luel ele-
meals in veerandgs Jue all the slaves woere tkose they Bonrl alwn 1heao
im Anmrica. The AErsing hl'f_;an 1o takee ol pF 1:Te where 1|'||'_1_,' comld.
They licgan 1o spesk Vnglish, 4o take up the Chostian celigion, o Tall
imto the Tabor pateern demanged by American newds and custsme, to At
themse.wes as eost tney could into all the mares of the New Warld *

Cleanth Brooks, direcienp the techninies of his speciat held, pho-
netics. te dhe study of Nepro diaiect. conchedes that, "moalmost
ewery cuse, the specrfcally nerra forms furn one te T oller Fuglish
forms which the acgro mus have aken oriomally from the white
miadn. Al which Le boes eelaied afee: the while man bas g o
lasc 1hem.” And froce s e dersves e oetbodningzcal principle
rm whiely bis rescaccl 35 Dasen| D " Boe the proepase of 1his sqady the
spreech af the megrro aned of the white will e coparlered as one ' Ix
15 elear that po Alrican elermeat (s pramied m the backgrosml of the
umifed mesde of speech, which is aexuenaed co e solely oropean in
origin, for no snple reference appears o hs waork 1o any African
phonetic system.” Concerning the speech of the Sea lsland Negres,
Cuy 0. Johnson writes in nat dissimilar 1erms

ullah has heen called the st Alrican of any of our dialects, wet it
can he traced wn privctwally every <etail 1o English dialecs =peecly. Tliere
has bowen 3 pogmilar Belie! n ghis conniry to 1he ofiecs that Southern
white spaech 15 what it 15 becaose of the Nepro. This ides needs 1o be
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erversed, or both the Begro and the while man in the South speak
English a5 they Tearized b Croaz 1T 3aliee’s aneslors®

L3, take ancther instance in a still ditferesnt neld, e Goed 1let
Duorle. in his detnilal annly af clapeine a5 38 Tshelionz in seleomim-
i.l'l}: the |'|:'i[|:l:'|‘|:|. rf :"-.--e'i:;rll-'uul‘lill_' rolalagns oo dhe Soach, manecains e
ool vk il |||:5ir1r_:-n |_|_'_.' :|r|1|_||i4_'3.ti-;'|r| '.'.'|||._'|| |1|:_- :’_:-l:'ﬁill'f T ||'i:x|_|ui:':’-.|.
wralysts with e pertod of slavery, and savs nothing even as e the
posattle existence of endes o cligzeloe in Alrica sweclB!

k)

BE am tlis discsswen ,'|_:."\-'1:|r||||ﬁ|;:-11== AT atiufe rh:ﬂ rIi-.-rr;,-e- foram e
point of view ul thess cited, anet ol the many el stackees Solfipg
thiz same pasitven lett wncieeed, chese are 10 Lo renbel s <ering
eirectly Dottr dacts disveveresd over o exbenedd perienl of rescacch.
Whalever disagrevhienl vxists in Lasic spqenach is imileed, ehe result
of opearinnity oy invesignne &1 Acat hand cemonin Sew Werk] Negrn
socichies outsule 1he Loitedl Sfaces. It was insestipaben on tiis
browader T witrress che prolden of Afzicanizms in present-day
Biepra Tebavios wiss only mewlomal, et deros] rewdsien of an
Tog<thesis wlhich, o dive dri stages o researel, e was nn
terulenicw o gqueslion M

The narure of this cxpericnce may be sketched here. to make mere
cxplicit how research Brdings repeatediy inrced revision of provait-
ing Wypotlieses. Tle citaams Faees 32 1he preceding naes cepeesent
a pomt wf view derivive Trome stucos azerned weseanl the aalves
ol racial creassisg in the Thnitcd Seanes; 1hal i to say, they are based
o vhoervabicns wmade dorimg amvestipations wharern the rmagor issaes
lay nutside the relevant sociological field. In studving race-crossing,
herweever, it berarne apparent et withewt comiparalibe poeasarernets
from aneesiral African populations, the findings mo-t have less
vaue than were zuch data available. Consegquently. echoutugrical re-
searches. afced ar alisenvering the precise Incalifics feran which
these Adfrican ancestral populaticons had been derived. were instioted.

Chat o this prugram has come Gesthiand Rell stady o New World
Meproes in Dateeh Cruiana. 3 Llci and o Tringdad, LExtended ce-
search has afse been carrivd onoanea e listory of slaving, and cluse
cuntact bas Tach maisesined with specakas in Negro shalies it the
caunizies oi aouch America and with those devioted etinol ogical
greatenrs whio, 1noseveral of tha colisues ofF ehe Carchbean, have been
impelled by a desire to krow mere of the otk aboot them to con-
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Leibute to the s1ore of data nz New World Negro cuitores. From
the need to trace Adviean origing has ceme reaarch i Adzica stzelf
WHLre, in N'Lgc:'ia, Uhe Crudd Censt, amul more vaqevially i I].ﬂ'mm-::.r
il has Leen pnsaible o study at first hemd e aeperian omeeseral
civillzations, Throuple <hiz continually wedening expenionge has
Erewn receenition of the need for scenmihs reinvestiginien o the
prublern of the retentocn af Alfvicanisms in e New Yeorld—-in the
Usitedl States bself, 14 was tloenigi 140 seme experience, olso, that
a sende ol the gractical signifrance of L concfusions 1o be drawn
Troey such inecestipations for e ioterriedal silualeen 3% a0 oxists at
Ele presesy bigse wivs ey eioped, espoecially as el conclasions cin
give o these cmeernaed wiel evervday a0es 3 serwe of 1he Tasdnrical
depth in which Erese 1zaues are Lalged, -:-I1:|l:| the assanptions un<decs
lysmp the Lunking o mesl Aamericans, wiile or Sepry, regarding
the valaes involvel

AL his poim #1ona Teagai 1*r111:h.3-=i?|:~:1 that cxiee hnawledge
tnusaing snevivils 0f A Frivan madation: ol heliefs in e Lelavioe
of preconlaliy Moproes oo the Torted Stacs ans? elaewlere o the
Sowe Worlil, or of che eifeet o1 Phoose swrviees on the chely Lide o
thear circiets, is ot 3t hasd, Aacerials are scatzered and Frogpment-
ary, wazre 1oy are ot albepelier laeling; bos e controversy
arcatsen ] wlhen the very preblenn i Lrnached arte:ts ws vitaley and
iCs :|1t||||'lll.:.I|.l.'“

The sty Las pengoewacd Sae encogh, Tiwever, o stechicone soe
o the nadn Bes af approceels We Lo geeloe e the aealveay al
Adsican snsviva™s arneng the Mogroe< ol the Thnted Staies mvolves
far mere than the commen'y stlempted cetrcsiian of 10z 08 Megro
Teiaviur in tis gonnlty o wits plorizeed Pracdiven me Adrica itveld.
O Al contraty, sucn an ana™si= e e acleguale, recuires 1 serics
b intermediste steps. A hoowledge ol the tribal ozipes of the
Neprrocs of Whis courory s dsalpossatde o0 B sariase: in eeeom
Teaqtl s e Izilses Teomn selech rae Alries WAl T WA hewn
iz ko e prur-elf'l:.l evirtiabed smaal this s e moeeee Ao e alesize] singe
aleced 20T dhceny w bz esme ool Ll :'h.l.'g'.'l:- MHET [‘:L|ﬁ1:|| p-.‘:-i111 ool gy
variation = wiariasion in termg of the Adrcan continent s 3 whole,
however, rather than Al that redatively resdrcted azen from whick
the slaves wese prodominamly alerivnl An analvss of 1he siave
trzde as revealed i conteriperary decuments and in Alrican cradi-
Lorns, 1o rive w5 2 kaowladpe of any seleclion il may dave esercined,
otul the feartino i The akaves eo thels sralus, 35 <imiady e-seatial
T11|: :!l:ri'l:"]'l.i:l!u.‘\.l:l:h 113 .|-:']'|.|‘\.[|1'|t_ Tk h-:'"uh :':."rl'n.l.'-'1 "l.lel:“.lu*: Tu t]1:||;'
situation 3z shaves, and the vxtent toowlich fhese vperated to permit
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the celording of k] Falits, ot b Foroe the taking aver of new mendes
of Tebicaor, or to make for o mingling ot ol padern: al new.y
exprrienced alernarives, st le wihoescaed as thoeoghly as the
datz will et

Mur may any imvestigation on these lines conhre 51§ e the
United Staces alone. For il any mcthoddelogical camti has emerged
ficom explazitngy roacaredl, /905 150 2 knewhelgo of the Xegon col-
fures of the Carntbbeun gglornds ool oF Takig Sooeraca s ulispensa®bls,
The matter bas een well put b il

Aooregranedy vegra slavery H znscry ol sle YWess [ndics 3 anecpa-
rable Froan thac ol ™osth ovweriea Dozl il plosztlion svstmm neig
matcid and receled it: preacest aeale, sowl Froes dheon B ieeobannn of
slavery wan eatoidosd oo The consissns, The fpehest=al sestepr o the
islaned s, moel pawCowiarly oo s cvcigeed bee the Tie'-he s zooerd-
ing'.}' itz ey 2% an mkrehoctien wal a0 paealled o the vaalineeeal
regime. !?

Froen the point oo view ol e stoedy nf Adricnzusmz, alan, 11 35 a5
impartast 40 Snow 1he variation in Sogrn cosewnary ehaeor, tra-
ditions, anel beliess over the ciize Mew World cs i s Iz imeleraigoud
the wariation m the anecsiral eclinees 6T SvSrica ilzell, Toe l.'-r|'|.!.|l
apainit such a hackpreoonsl car the #tusdont project a clear piccore of
what has resules] Tres b aliMering Disperies” sxoerivnees 1lat oen-
stnude b eszential conleol o Ahe cesenrch proscdure, Aomd mely wita
this hackpround masteced ate those mores of Neera ke in dhe
TTnited States which deviare from magority szoctivas o he orealiss
tcally azalyaed.

The discussien in 1hese pages will cherefere be areenced meaecnrd -
ance with these principles. Clar amtial eonsern will Bw the Africam
baslezrgoad, e [ITE et sty nE rwsbeecinemd, aval Hoe reeetiog ol b
Merro to slavery, The zconramodation of Merroes o their New
World settiayr anel 1he resuliant variwien in the Sverer of arenalbe-
Bicir aveds the vsctine sieesn whiere shine r eontntl wltl Ehen he aselweaded,
while the aspects of Nepra culture swhere Adricanizms have been
meast retained anl those wlere the dast of aloriginal el
in maan Eest, and the reasons for these differentals. w0l Te pointed
to showw the complexity of what sn reneral has hicserter been consid-
erwd o zimgle problern Fizadly, Jurther stopes i research il e o -
Lirean | qay The gl 0¥ ."|I|:ai1'|':|:l|'; a helees arnlersbazoling of 1he [HECCas s
al culsure as 3 whale, and of an attack on the secal 1wsnes presenied
by the Megro im the United St1es, in 80 fac ag the elemots of ton-
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flict en the intercacial situation are sheepened by -felicis concerninpg
the qualur of the cultural backyround of the Negro.

4

Deipre beening 6o an snalysis of avalalde macerials, Ief ag con-
sider the tleoretzcal peoklems and practical wssues vn which our
bruad approach can throw scimoe Ight. indwating at the oatset 1he
questions ol maost concern 6 studlenes of sulture for which the data
of our investigarion Taee relpvance.

Tl prolifemes whose answrrs are B T souglie inohe sbady of
Jata Frum wany civilizations Tall uroles several pensral beads, The
arganiration of human civilization as 3 whale, and the interrelation
and imegraticn of the seweral aspects of coiere when conebined
intn a given hedy Gf feaditons, leeinologies and belicfs, are the
mcal fubndamemal poinis al aue. Tie momhes of culiural borrow-
bops aned, where poesible, the cicccemslaares wmlee which an iaege-
clanpe of tradtion takes place are smilarly fmportsm®, ag 35 the
related preblerm o the depres o wliach any caltare tepresems invema
tions orpnoating from wrhm ot taken over Eroms Iorege suurces
The relation between cullore and 1wz koman carriers, Boeuesed ezpe-
cially mn 1he mabner in which the ealtural setting o an mdividoeal
oo s oot amly bas gemeral anndte ol Lile Ton e organizatong of
his persuoadity and the characier of Tes msjor haligs, T i recont
yuats come b the fure as a sipndficanc problens, Finallyv, the aoeg o
of the degree to which the individnzl, admietedly in laree measore
the crearure af his eulwee, can o infuenee 31 owhate adapting himself
to it patterns homgs g the ggarnniol qpaescion of 1he various forees
tmasing Toe culiyial change gmd culiural congervaiass.

Tl 1_'|'|-:I!|!|[_|:||1':'1Ii1.'-e3' 3[1:||,|:|.' af eulgre, ke wpiepeive .5'I1IH[_‘!.'5.IE.‘. ol -
divithaal dvilizsdiens. hos in the past atten:pted to baze ity hpodheses
on <dara irom the nonhistoric peoples—those nonlicerate {ols termed
“primitive"—who are eelatively but little disturbed T Furupean
influence. Until recent temes. stdents have been reluctant ta inclode
i i peageang of ivestigatine the conzideration of chanpes which
Bave pecuered, wod are taking place a5 2 resalt of e cnocact oF Uiese
Ty nr i '|||.'-:_'|[|[t'._-c. wilh b ligetazic eolures  uler El:l:'l.'&-fl?ﬂd!l
eilonial expansion and the westerly march of e American Troner,
Yet for the stody of problems of cultural dymamics and of sucial -
tegration, of obrective palternings and of peychulogical anterreli-
tions, the conlact siinations hawe much of value te ofer. For here
the conclusions from the study of relatively undisturbed and more
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seatic societies may ke Lalen #ato the labaratnry of ahserwahle change.
LrifEu=iay in process, e Earees dhal make B culigral siability o
eescalalits, e resaciaeng o mulividuals e pew siqpaiuges, 1le dewvd-
pprent af mew utientations, L Tise ol onew peanings and onew
vithave m liTe—all 1hese iy be afserere] wliope oo peore are in con-
timaons conlacl with mesles of Tide other than thest own, What is
acoopted @l what rejected, 1he inflnecnce of fovce as zgainst merc
cxfrare ar veclal persunsion and (he eifeet on fuman peranatalivivs
el liwinge azsales e ahaad nemineepeated s2ysfemn of cireclives oy be
amdvers] wieler iibead conelitieas Toe mbserving amsd reeaschiop 1he
PTG <ot

wochil sepcdies of this tvpe have 15 recent yers sonwe b he <desig-
nated as acenltveatiom shxlies, aod o1z as studies i sccolturatien
il reseazch it che prodcens of Adrican sucviva’s  nothe beliavior
OF Mew Worlil Seprocs may S inchel 10 0 make thoir mreatest
cnntribzafion Do w dmderataling of the stabszze aml feeeesacs i
culture s o whale Arvenlioraien hos Yoo mess cstiprelensivel y
sheled s e staede 01 shase plienomeona which resele when groops
af nulivilmale having diferent coliures s nte contimuaus lirse-
haml conbieet, with spbeerpuent ©onees i1 o orginal callural pat-
terms o eiher ar o prronee. ™7 [t o unneoessasy here o examme
e imgplwaliong of s detining ar the wetheds ot soodving Diese
rentin s, as e madoors have beopt toeaded elsowhcee.™
A b poant it neeed emly B orecallbod el T aleings s cnlineal daea
ke tice mrbematormy provided b the bsberical siwgtaon, the social
soienbizt maw test Tns bypotheses i reference e conditiaes subiece
to Ristoric walidahen; 1o abtain, that 15 sarcething of the cantrol
that L the caeence of seimetilic mechosl

Lk the weprn pecples in the Mew Worl:] olTer uneseal oppor-
funatics o researah T heess semarked By sewveral omlencs, Sir
H:‘L:’r_',-' H. I_|||]I|I|.-~|:l.'sl'|. tr 1he wohgene wheein L repnnls A visil o the
Wl Trsliees ane] 1he Tienie:] S0zes 10 L[F 1, shorees with |_"|:rril}" haw
rich o viehl com T provicde:] by lemoewdedere of the ancesteal contis
nent wlen rected mward the Wew World scene Despize the sheort-
ness ob Iis stay, andd che unssciplined abservation and anabsis of
data 1hal here, as m his otber works, cliaricerize the writings of
this seldier. writer. and actist, s bonk iz illwminatiop. For it demon-
straces howe renach I che way nE aheripinagl feadition exisis jn W aest
Inr_li:l.n amd 5|}1:||;11 .|'5'|.1'|1|.'r'i.|.'51|:|. rL-'g;i-:'.-h';. w]:l!'rt'. 11 |.|iﬁ|:'t-'g:]'rﬂ il By 51.5
sur face mao Festanams, o Jas heeo pveelorked by those siadems from
the United States who, without grousding in African cultures and
equipped only with the hypothesis of the Jisappearance i Alfcican
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cusioms as a frame of reference, hawe 1eucderl 4o minimize African
rebenlonsns. VW ML Alwesillans, o Somth Adriean, alsn eealized he
cleaemess nf aMlctim nE the Wt Tarlire switla .'"l.[Tii_'iL""IIII.III:IEh hiz
concern was with he special secic-coonoic pralblems o1 the Eoitish
prsscesnnz—and T mdicares the imsonance of secvice {or coicmal
pfficiala in the islands befose their tonr ol Suly o Adriea sitself™

Terhaps the saelicst student anthe United Shates 1o paint nut the
imprertance of resratch in ot Woeat Tadivs was T G Weatherly, He
stressed the sigmilicance of "sooial eroups inoan insafar environs
mem," parlicutasly wicre, as here, an bistorscal recocd s at hand
B s o clefermiating the expecichee af the pecpls and whee con-
rack withe e cnataide world aned e ler Gagiors sach as Uarezvad revo-
lutivns' or “rwlicd shifts inooentrel Eroene 1l ouside”™ have made
foe Usomcthing muore dian seccilined devenpment T The Vsmialer
West Lndlian Islanils, venensdsp Erocs St Uhomias to che South
Aonwerivan maasl,” accending T T, Uassess many c7 fhese eanrae-
terisbics " There the pressst eoliore 3 G coanl o0 foagact biel wesen
Adricans and Turopeans of many natioadites, avl sheir histerical
expenence Tas been thar of transfer fnoew ane of these Boropean
prwer - b arwetiter, wath enmacuent Testorically kooeee changes n
chltmal itnpnlica Inowldiviou, woal e UMueepean waiation 15 a
ﬂ1:||_'|||.:'|1[r|£ anml ||i|1|5:|ii|‘|i|'|g cleteit, there remain a- r|I:|.j-:|:|' [atoven
the '."-.'l,'f_;n'- == sl 1Za<r Tvaliomon ™ Tloe eoeetloee! el walue ol :=-1|.|-:3:.- in
these izlaod s then inedicate] i the Dollowing rerss

svalciaanie poseal eheo e e e ableres bhere anslincd wonhd of neceszity
B ek vieleciicke e, Te wondd call To7 spocialize i wacial uech-
gy, etheolazy, valioee, bestory, avrieolowrnl econnnees, paychology
aml cdovatiun, The masl nleeni :||-|||.':'.| i osach o .‘\.l.l.ll:I.:r' wenhl e el
of practasd prohlear.: socd wet it e poseitee that the minsk caluable ree
silis nuphs cemwe froom ol apportomey ol wocking ool same ol the
privciples o pome social sciepes, These cammnsies, by repsea o chair
fsolntion and pecalice cullurz! swoeas, Sffer 2 nearer appinach o zacial
et i e vosibes ol @rodes of e cortinenal arcas and
are no deely beoes adapred e the elebiazna of o s2ectal o lodol ey
fic bl szl scicnces, The wols &z -|:||'|-||.";|.'1|.l|:.-' sl saned aletiele] Lo
1w e:lti]_'!.' clivile el ane] Pl il Toress b owork e T el le<] 1 lisen
in the complex envitanment ol Turper preonges 17

Park likewiz Ias ralled ateentzon oo the reseach possibilities pres
serived by Loe Nepra, theanph be dues ool i glns plce envisape 1he
problem e 13llinge autside the Jenirs of the Linsted States;

Foc a stuily of the acculturabion procese, there are proably no male-
razls moeie coniplete #nd aeecssible than those oftered by Udwe histery af
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the Ameciean Negro, o atler repecschtatives of a prisetive race have
lad o i:-r\-:_:-]rlngve;'d an s inHEte AN FssncuLkiean wath !'-.I:Ihll_:l':n civiliza-
twon, anil still preserced their racial wdenbity Ameng nooocker peuaple
it il ;ossible 4o frd =0 many stapes of culuce cxasong combemywr -
sl 1

In a latee papec™ Facle eonsiders the rescurces of the Woest Indies
fosr swell resarel. Koler, whee plhifazes his eonecption od the prods-
legs 3 T wieds, nlea lodds camparative study oo e of im-
porianoe

Far this scientiie stody 1he Kegpeoes in Ameriza ate valuahle alows
moac acher social groeps. Thew represent warious stapes of culioeal
clevelomene, B the gooup ace mes and wonen gty amd Tally edo-
carcd el alchned. porssus wlo Rave 1thoroughly assimilated 1the Foro-
pean culioal herdaee ol bave b some resnects added 1o it AL the
Girpsenile oabrarne e peracds o slighely reenoved Eroan oche African
enliure levat Theer are odher pooups ol loiger nnwe I Aaoerics ot
winse rosiclence a0 Bl jEoigted segricrs b 1he hteclinal e 200 re-
tar:dee]l the assamlabwve TG LR thit I:"li:::.' are sill, 1o ooy Seaprcls, nol-
sifie the awwlern cilinme, There are Wegroes i Armerica wlin Speieke
dialects hard®y spielhgeble v cuceders, oo L 0 the groae i s pe=ible
te zzady dhe evohulion ol human and soral ipsocubion: in process
Almast cvery slage in culincal ewolonon may e oseen in rooenlent
prescess uf Lecotmang, Whal sowst waeally be slodie] Ty o fostati
micthen] inay Tere b stuclicd broan obacreasioaal and scicntse proce-
diate

Fren the print af view of the methords, aljectnes, anad aclieve-
ment o be disowsssd o ensgieg pagpes, Taese easlar pregosa’s. as
e shll e must be tegnnled a8 eidies in the peiscipal sream of
flerest ol 1he autqinrs wnd] {heir t.}]fl_'.;lgu.l_':. i the sl weieweea.
f_-.l;'rlJill:}' 1T Tl iiome havwe sipnolaed s |::i:|||||1':1'|i||'.'. aF 1ha
praldems <keiched; amd it 1= of some impocionce b eeaeeing 10
the cause or causes that kave detcemine this.

If we reter onee again in the asamesprion of American students
that Africanizms have failed 1o survive unider conlact with Lvropean
civalizatann, wie al qelee Shame wHm il vialualile cliae. For, wilh Lliis
ﬂ]:-]u.‘l'ﬂ‘l-:"h. 1k 'l'll.l.l'.'\lil'ﬁ'l m West Touham reseyreh Tactirnes riir, LAt
Tnaes: I"I.'I'|'||II.-I"I-\."I_| 1o the almripawal cylaral eqidivements of thise ooo-
cerned i the centact of Afncans amd Furopeans 2 boe rather, "Since
African en'tnre has piven way before Furopezn comtacs, e what
extent Joce the resulling arljustment indicate inherent aptitiusles for
specie infms of dradition, and what Tght can researcl: throw an
the innate nhilicy of Megroes to handle Loropean civilization ' The
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anawer 1o Lthis latter query 18 patent. T¢ nesds ng drsaning o scientifc
rmeibiend 40 discawer et x-.*lg'rl‘a-e'x 1m the Mew Weorld have mastered
Fucopean coliare whers oppactuniay has permitted ; or that, wherne
thewr modes of behavior diverge most strikingly from those nf 1he
mn;urlt].f. the reasons for this can be ghrased i soch teims as el
finn," Udizcriminaeion,” and the Like.

In the miarls of (hese students, however, the maior prodilem has
been the obvious one of cacial aptitudes and limitations, a<, for ex-
ample, i5 0 be szen in othe following :

oviow the Negra Telongs pethaps (o 1he coose dissile aad modifalile of
all e, 1M r:'r|.:1i|=_,r takeys the 1pne and catnr of Tas seocial envirnment,
;Hﬁimihting 1 che djimunant ozHoare with Tiegle resiclanee Foriher, Be
15 |:|'r-:|i1'::|ri'i_1_.'. “hrwagh mnt qu.ill-' r\-:_:-TH-'L"Il:.-. wasncreey ke hjiee |:_|'r|:|1||=r_h: wirh
him Erom Africa Xttle culioril sguipment o bus owen, BF culinte s dif-
fused ernly threpph concack, there is here a means oi inlowing, in the
cxprrience of an ospecially suscepbible preple, the processes of 1rans-
formateon wlich dwferent dypes ol association have pecerated. I the
racial 1theary is soun<?, taee trois aught loere oo Lave ol or 20
lessn Aehonely madificd the wew ibfocoecs with owhiclh the dornnt
Ewmeopean peoples bave broughe the Megeo in enonact®?

Stating 1he matter somewhad differently, Mark covisapes 1he mat-
bee oo che sanwe Tevel when, in g dascusaina of e problemn ol Xegen
sludees previnmsly vieed, he wripes:

I have songlt im this bref <ketch b inilicare the mndidicatinna,
changes and farlure which a racial cenperanel bas wdereone as o
ceaall ol encearnters with ae shen Lile aml celhime Tlos benpwerarent,
as T roncenwe o, consits oo a Eew lermcubary hat chi=timetive clomesee-
waties, clercermined by physical argaoizanan acl teisoiite] Tiecogically.
Tlarse characteri=tiv,. munifest temsedves noa pgenial, swony el =ovial
d'i.l:}:-c:--:ihnn, in oan oaterest and atkechowent 1 rxternal, |'||1_':."\."||:.1.| I;Fll:ngs.
ratter than 1 siubaechive sktaters and nhjecks nd |n1n:'-'=|'u'rtini'|; m a dis-
position for expression raher than cnierprise and action The changes
which have 1aken place i 1he Tamibestations af ths comperamess Lave
heen acluaeel by an wherent anl vatoral imopdse, characoe e ol all
Eivivag thivyes, e poraat and maistain tremse ees inoa chamged emenron-
met Faawcly ehanges have eocorred as are bhely e take place inoany
orpanian in 8 stropgele o live aocd goowse A3 covroounzens 10 foriher
anrl voanplele s own existenoe®

MNow, ie bs ot tn b densked That the prablem of e salaconsTgs
Lt wien intake gondoweiend A codlwral .:||:l|.j1|J-|']l."-'\. i :i:||::p|_'|r|:||:|.|_ liek
the dueper ais probless i prabed, the Targer dw awthedelagical il
ficulties it presents, When, thereiore, the materials on the Mew
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Woarld Negro are attacked 1n terms of this problem alone—ar as,
i dhe case 2 Park and Eeuter, of a eoncept of "social evnlutkon™
which nest wesilably involve a aticinpe o trace "siages ol exliueal
Jueweluprnend " —Ahe rlaia are oo rovagles, oo cumbessorne £ s 1n
workable perspective, and in eonsequence, the sagpresterl researches
die stillbeers, Gt if an as-umption oF the witalicy of Aimizan cu'teral
iraits is accepted as a working hyvpothesis 190 be tested. and the geo-
graphical area for study is conceived to mciode the United States,
tae {aribhean, Lata America, and the reevant regions of Afbrica
iselE, attainalle direetives are mads possible and rescarch as cheoue-
agrd.

Tt i recugrmizenl. ton bee zure, that oo matter e the probilem is
iormulated. ot brings the stwdent extremely cuse e the jundanental
qualidy of the relationslup belween e hiological and culcaral poten-
sialitics ni arnar prowps. Yer Ty pesing the quesiio me the col-
fural Tewel, this sesee docs var beeone patamouint. The acalysis s
cumsietrntly ol e tbe plane of learved bebavier, seolar selianever
cole inmate endowrnent may play, 3 15 not permted e conduse the
issues b the research The probkbem s becomes ene o acoounting
{or 1he presence ot abscnce of culural sucvivals inoall of the Bew
World, asscssimp the intenszity of sach sucsivals. discovering howr
they Lave chanpsd 1hew Boran nr the way They ave assonnal nacw
rocading 1z berma ol the Tastoric exeevictee ol the poaples oo
cernecd, ancd muharing e eeteal TeeowhZel theee o beon oo nesiaal
ntecchanpe hotwien all gocaps ety 1o e ranct, swelictter Taarme
rean, Indian, or Alrican Shoold cortqin eontart: be discowers Uiy
the behavior of 210 Meg-res mothe Bews World aml of e Cild
World refatives as woll, then, and then vnly. nesd e ruestion b
facesd of che degree tn which we are dealing with a deepdy ser eaili-
tional Cactor ut with inlerent orives; or 1he cegmale prohlom ol 1he
clegreve An wiich, mules 1he racinl eeoasenge Lt Tas oercirred fryvary-
where m e toewe Woorld, eieh ialeresr repedoeies Hjee '|:||,'1"_-:i:-:l;{'d'.

The =tacdy oof the resulis of -ace-zresary is impertant, and there
arte aspeds of suer reseateh wiwres, as in the matier 2f sacial selec-
tof, the mares mnst o tabon mto acenunt. Tt the coverse s nnb
trwe, fwd Tewl 1he 202t soacrdizsts who have mdicabed 1he yeqearch
potenlialities in tae study of Mew World Negsoes hecn mere con-
cernorl wih their major Seld nf interest, poid Iose with the redation-
ship ketworn ey and calture; 01 above all, hod they not asagmed
thut the Megco presented a cultural ssbeda reee on which 1 receive
this New World exgpecience, their sogpestions mipht Jave stirnuluted
the studies whose usefulness they recognized.
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A '|_||,'|n in ]:-rr:F|1 ||_1_,l M resenrich '|‘:-:'|I:en|'i:d'|'-|!ir‘"< nE oehe Aew Warlid
historical "laboratory” throwgh a conrdimited attack en Negre cul-
tires in Atcica and tve Western 1lemisphore was frst suprested
in rgaos? I envisage] stindy e Weer Africa 1o establish the col-
fural Iixee Jine f2om wlick she lifering 1Zlitions o L drminant
Mew Worlil Negrn penples might be cssessesl aol vomxanitant <oly
of the Tide of Wegroes inqhe Wt Trehies el Soeath 2anerica, swhera
actulturation o Forpean patteras has procecded Yess rapisdle chan
Bak Elae L7ibod] Staes. Mo cotmunilio s of e Tinited Scates were
tr be held a5 Gueer rescioeh glpmoizves, sule 0 was seoopeiand that
anly vz e e ef the bt Baoezgeoened conldd zm andeqal in-
yestizabion o the presence of Adncanizms and their lanctioning
in ach erongs be achiesed,

Tz plan, whish winlinel a reermswleration o (e procdem of
Africapiems shetched in srecwdinge eogee, monlta] esernially from
Fircdazig s ol Sl peseazeh aaxange the owalat and b Negeoes of
Deetch Cecramie Tt was evielent, Toe vxamepde, eves on anitial acsuaint-
ancy. Vlt Yy arpeelzet A Srwean cosdoress were e loe Tl HITTR R
the Nepres crekes nd Al Lush, who Iecause nf theic oo ralithon
kad l.'“.'v:|||!'ri|. el A mvanimmrn ol cenkact aaih 1:1:|'r-"-|||_.;|r|x g e g
exprohity a mncioum ot Adzicaniames inate Bash, awl an abaeace of
fhern i el reisinl ciey el Paraercribe, wliee o Segrees "o Tad
close arl cazrinuong cozacl o adone with BEeesezas Tan with
Carihs, Jasvanese, Brnis™ Talians, aml Chpese as wels, the resnlts
el elnce Alule were sfarthimg. Boohe mtezior, a0 Doll-Tdomwen A Tricien
religiaos sestem, 2 sinawothly funchenirg Afocan clan omranizating,
Al '|'-|.'|-:_'|_' ol '|1|'r:-'|:11:|.| At e, Svriean glernende o peenopnic
Tie, 3 stvie of wesond earvings 1at conld Te craceed e Abrican sohirees
shewel what esighe be Sncked {orin the inststutings ol any wolaled
eulure that 1. a pl'li:ll_; cozeerse Tt reistal 1'|,'5-__'_':||1'|. levwewver, urifer-
neath such Forapeanisms ms the mec of Fuoopean clething and nwney,
or bagrismal certifcases and literacy, mumesons African institutiens,
heliels, and camon: o hchasior woore Ekawise orermaniero] ¥ The
puesting thas puessd ieself: T s obtaims in Guiana., micht net
2ogrne heliavior wldaewhere in the SNew YWorld e profichle coinves-
tirate] woith 1he lossoms ol s rescavel i BU0E T A intensivs ro-
view of sublehed seurces oande an affrmalive answer inescapable,
avsd ulrmimated o ghas natlioe of 3 comprrlengive approdach.
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The canveplual tool whech represented the widest n.'ll:pnrt'l:rc irom
eicler wsage was Josctihed in e Eallowieyy passape:

It @5 quite possble on the basis of cur present knealwlgze 19 make 2
kiste] 0l chanae ierlscatnyr 1he egeene ta whieh the descendants of Adricans
Btvmehs 1 the Mew Waorl! bhave retained AEnicarisms in their culearal
f:lq-h.'l':'i-:_:-r_ ME we coniber e intensily ol Adlrcan coliora? el=mcas n
the varinus teeinns aorth ci razil (whick Lo nes ine’ude because
there ate s Eow data o owhach 3o Base ety we ey sar that
aler AdzicataclE 1 oa the Bosh egeoes of Sutiname wls exhilil &
civil.zzoon which is (hee rest Advican, o 0 Next o them, o ont seale,
woud beopleed sheis Negeo veghlors o 1he coantal plains uf e
ot whag in spioe of coluries of close faociaton wic 1he whiscs,
Mave telam] an LMIGLELOIR SLxaant rk flwire :||:-c‘:-ri;;i1'.:|| Alriran :r:|r|i1ir:1'.5|
ety of wlich ate eombened nocurious Fzshina wacl 1he eacticons of
the donzinent groap. Nest on our seale we <Teld mirlonbte!ly place 1he
'|'r|:i'|..‘\.il1'.|'\1' pl TEaabr - . - asked aszacisbed] wille I|||:':|I:|. :'|.'|I!|'||.ll|',;|'. 1 s lesser
Segree, wonld come the inbabiants of nopiborine Santo Laminge,
From thi- |1||i|1r. s herr we conoe pocthe stomds of 1he Branst, Thaeeh, and
Lavenctigtey Daniah West Dodics, e grcpertion ol Adsican ol
elemerts drops percepnibly, .. L Eleaph L L we reslize that sl of
Adciion valinne bies zel L aoy roesos Ten st 10 thern, Maxt on our
tahle we should place <uch jeolabed groups livisg iz the Dnised Slaces
s che Boepress nl Al Savamrahs nfF o soathers Qenrpip, o1 those ol the
Guluh izlaneds cf che Caraling cowse, whers Mfrieon eleconents uf cul-
turg ate =Ll mare fennons, and en the vast mitss of Megrees ol all
degreva ub raciid ndalate Jiving i the South e the Tioited Sees.
Fivally, we shaght cnime tooa grogp where, oo all irterts ol purposes,
there 1z 1'.-:'|I;h'i|:|-;_|r nl the African mrelinnn Tesr, gl whach consisls of
pevqale of varving degrees o Megreal phezical zype, whe ooly oifTer
{rom I:f'l-e'ir w ke I'II.'iHIII'lI'H!'i 1L t T :I-:l.-:'l: bt 1|||:'_=_.r Taiwe: acipre piglrﬂ_'m;j.a
tige at Their £xine 2®

H-e"-.'i-:il'lrl_ﬁ el Aela] 1 es apthpe, pecessitloed LI_\" the wnthk of a
decaide, must nEaanwsiy be made in chacting {he indensity ol African.
isms 10 the various arcus nf the Bew World when chiz conceproal
el ia cmipluyerl gl bt the sechuigsee dlself Tas richly proved
s uztEnlness®® Thus, mare concentrated rescareh has heess done o
the Afrwmm Toeens af relgings life of the Negoe in TGraal doring
the past decade than in any other paad of the bew Wooerld, and tis
has made available materiale of Arst fmpertance net at hand ten
FLATS AP Shnadics aw poe relations sipdd, nussk rel_'e;'nll:,.'_ in nunreli-
pious patterns af the Adfrican suivivals i the NMegro caleare of Hat
¢conntty have alen been initiatedl®' Elaitian peasant Nife is far better
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known,®* and he smportance of (he synereltsms whick mapk the ree.
encilialwr-n Yerwern Al rean and E'-.IIT!I!:l\.'iIn craln I Iy pl;u;l:s
af this vl bas heew poipted ot These discussions bring into
helder relel the curresponding syntheses in the feld of religion
which lsewize cxist among the Catholic ' ferishast™  Regoes af
Fraxil aral Luba ™ anid indicate aspects af New World Negrn arcni-
turation 1hat Rave Tar wider awcaniog for oan understaraling af che
eoshilia el coltnral cuntact than e s*gmifcance for this porticular
relfens Woith faller comparative manerials at and. it has alse heen
prewii:he te atilice mere clfectively oider serces Trom taese regions
awl 1oon Jamaca, b custons of whose Megeo population were
dezerted i ome o e pivcteee elthnegsraghic works Dam e enline
Mo Wl MNewen sereny !

mTore merent research o dm West Africa ras aleo emphasized the
cariplexiry af the cnlinres of that paro o[ the centinent {rem which
s litre g anether vf Xewno slaves were cactured. This work affords
us iecds fiwdand toe snlnnen af the 1iddle ol 5w the Meproes, com-
e Frea adinterest aevaes and speakiop differenc languapes. mave by
a heriwerseozeeonz i gl Teair eantaasn depaciinatae in 1radicion and
spech Domieel 0 peas=ible te greserve elements of their heritape®?
Frewearch jn 1he "-.-i'r;_:'izl T*:]n::l_l-;,“ and Frinichul ® :1.‘:!.'&-, las 'simil.glrl_'r'
fiade revisien of lbe scale of imensity of Africantsmes neceszary,
Eor 1liis el work has depsnstrated the principle tot the accolturas
tive craress inomach kcalier i A0 D oanplyeel] 2t ferms of the
pornliarities of its own historic past and s own EoCic-ecoRuTIC
pre=zat.

Tuin yvders age 0 wondd non lave seeraeed possikle thae the survivals
1o be Sounsd i Lhe seathers LU'natecd Stoies could he comparalile b
those Gsoerv'ble inoony of 1he Woese Talian gleals. Yer vaeiatingn
in imteraice of Africaeisms in the Antilles, while ndenbted'y greater
tl.an in the Seoth on the =ule of 115 Advican elemenes, rubs the jull
pavpe towatd e mosg comglete acculioralios e Moropean pat-
ecrnis 1hat miclt be encowmtersd nac alone i the Soalh, Tt alen in
northern <tates Cortaindy a1 is et eotoenanly underzoond thac te
gorio rrnmweadie ~iluation in such an izland a5 Trinidad nresents as-
prcts that lave meaning wlan vompared wath that of the MNegroes
of the Tained Sarcs—saccreopping, e prosmee of the induzirial
warker, and the ke, Impressive pasalels, hawever, are 10 S Inund
—and. it may ke hopeal, will Te saved Seom the negleet which sto-
demly o thear plases of the Begro problem, o their reloctaoncg to
make camparative analyses, hawe go geinitoowsly accorded them.
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A further toel. which has been of imcreasing use as eesearci has
procceded, is dhe concept of an (il Warld culiural prowance. A one
eones 1o knaw the colores af 1he encire African conbizent, nme Le-
gomes engnizane ol pnumercos cubuoral correspondences  beowern
ATrivan, Faropean, gl Asioie ewilicatoms. A will e indicated
ket m o enar chsevssroen, s iy e G EEARR T in the fuld i Tolk-
lore, where, Tor exatnple, amimal Tales nf ale Unele Kezios 1ype
are found in the Bevnard ovele of meheval Faeape, in the Tableg
of Aczop, in che Panchaancra ol India, in the Jataka tates of China,
and in the ammal stories of Todonesa, Lertam aspeste of e wse of
moagic. ol cideals, of e ecle and jorms of divaaation, of conoep-
i wl the universe (especially the nrgamaatnn of deiies nrela-
tinmsleip gaougis 1, nf gammes, of 149 nee Wb proverbs aml aphorizms,
are wlsy widely digtzibined govee the (01 Weorkl,

Ml these, aned ooy aghers aus poessible 1o el Seee, Save heazing
an the study of the survival nl Adricanisms = the Newe Workl For
it is here we mu=t wurn Ier an exp'anaton of the seemingly hafling
fact. s niten encoantererd], Goat even traits of MNew Workl Meero,
and =specially of Amercan Seeo hehavior, are aserlalle ogually
lee Jowropean and Adsican oogrn. This may well be vicwed as bod
aoredection of abe dact ahatl ceep Leaseail che differemees horwcen
thicse varied civilizativms oF chidHd World te comen aspeels which,
in generalized Tortm, azighe e expestend 1o evweeps o silsations of
e wumtact Tetween peaples, sach as Furspeans and Adricans,
whase speciplized] maliaral endenwrnents are compelicwla) within
the lucger woity,

7

It is apparent that researcle inta the peoldom of African servivals
in the United Scates, when set in ita proper eentexd, casries lue stu-
dent inlo areas of imporiance Tt an underatanding of tha nature
ard processes nf Twman civibzatino. 13 appacenl, Tacthon, that Lhe
proddem canant be stdied mest pofilaBly caecpe under ferma of
siich o krnad appreach o aad thae, albmee 2, 67 il 35 1o ecalize 1t
putentialiies az a mcims af serotifhc camprelensian, there rmgg] e
#m o] Lee anstEoreed asssomprion concetmaryy the shsappearance of
the crarliticms Broeeghd Ty e glives Jrom theie hooaelam| As will
Tater be sndicated, Afoicn colture, mmstead of being wealk undesr con-
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tact, is stromg bt resilient, with a reziliency that etself haz sanction
in aboriginal tradition. For the Adrican Tolds it is pointless not to
seebr an adaptation of outer form, where this can "in a manner” be
arhieved]. Befoce this patnt can be disonssed at lengih, however, we
must consider the signifcance of vur anabysis of caltural tenacicy
and resilience {or shose issusz of practical importance, suggested 0
the npening section of this chapter, which ne student of the Megru,
Lrwiwver detached his approach, may disregard.

e tarn again, herefnre, in the placnemenon of raee prejudice,
the Eactor that provides Lie ratimsalizalion Enr smany nf the inter-
racial strins that are the sszenee of concern o the prachical eman.
Raria? prejudics, when analyzed, is feund éo cest on the cperation
af twn closely interrelated factors, one sotic-econcmc, the other
hialnrical and psycholegical. These social and economic factors are
well reengnized ; ceriainly, it 35 with 11irse 1hat bl practical and
acacdenie stadica of Negeo Lfe Tave heeh pezmatily, and often ex-
clusively, enowcerned, The reason For this 1% clear $ecsses Indging in
thiz area are 1mmeliate, and calf so compellingly For selution thar
the impualse 1o cender first 33 s difficult to recist, Moreover, on the
surface. at least, these stresses can be referred to the situation of
slavery ) and their aceentvation doring the siave regime and since
s suppredsion can thas he readily and satisTacinrily explained.
Finally, in programs of action, many o 1hese diflicullics are of a
kind encenaeees]l in anglegons Enmn elwwhers in vhe socicracotomies
confpurations of this countsy, and can thus reasonably Do reparded
3s susceptible of effective attack throegh the operation of short-
time amclioTatiee projects.

The cffect of this approach haz been to relegate bo the haekpround
the psyrBnlngical hasig ni 1ae race preblem, and ies less imaediate
Tislinr il aspecls, when ol l."'l'l!il:'l.'ll'r' i|.;'|||'r'rir'|_g vhet. Agzl'irl, thas %
ynderseaarlalde, Eny phenemena ol ihis acder canngt b studied, much
less evaluatcd, witheot leng and sustained analysis, such as has been
already sketched. And this, too often. pives these problerss an air
ol remeoreness which militates againse their appeal to those seeking
the dnmediate sohatinn of preszsing needs. Yet these fareosa ase an
deeply imdeenclied in the ancerraciatl situalinn a5 are those hee ele.
mgurs which lic an the gacial and econcoue level, and 1hey are Ear
mure inzidicas. In e Behe of cyrrent tliadeng aboot racial Jdiffers
ences o @eneral, they are the most efective cause in perpetuating all
shadrez of superivnty-inferiority ranking given whites and Negrues
by members of bath groups. For here we are dealing with paints of
view dhat have received fheir directive force through gencrations
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of reiteration of eultural vahes, nd cnmparative worth. of historic
eipnity. [ aa, teredore, a1 this poine that thy pntiee historical settingg,
which incharles the problem of Afcicanisms m Armeewan Negroe Te.
havior, ecomes crucial. since che gquestion of secial endiwernent
enters intimanely oo the deterndnation of the assumptions on which
attitndes erparciag degia inferiority eesc. A it s these acterades,
A% sabilate] by gl serica ol cancepnions groaped under 1he heading
af the myth concrrming the Mepra past. abich rationalioe aond Jus=
tify the handicaps chat. perpetwited from one generat’on o the next,
catse currend pncest amung the Merroes who suffer onder them
aed mike Tor & diffused. all-pervading sense of malatse and oven
gl arncy these wha irmpose (e,

&

Whatever position concerning Africanisme 12 Beinp consideced,
agstcner funclnena! relabmngTngs beiween various foroes—isnate en-
diowroenl and vatural ssecitanmene, o e ome o4, aad osel Le-
havier, vm the aloer-—st e Ggkesy dra geemaz 1o wiorks of 1he
eariiest shaclents, especially of Mot and GHdden,®® an inescasabls
baclopical infericrity was advanced a: the explanation {or those
traits nf DNegro cuitomary behavinr chat were held wondesirable
This peint af vicw has twen well anmumarized by I G Crequland

Tl Sauch's decendence on the Weora iz further sbacored by the
bl an the complete dependence of the Tlack race wpon che whic: race
Eor aommal an owell as Do economie supott Foe Mogreo is ooghe ol as
a chilsl rivee, the warl of the civilizeed wltile 3. We are tald: #The
saviure o uzeivibeed hilack aooan Tacks the :'|'|:-i'|:.l:.I b nrpamze his soriad
life o0 the level of the whete cormomty Fle is unrestramed amed res
qu:irt*: the conslant cintd el of whine '|‘:-|'!|.I|J|P Ln h.t'le't|| iy iz check, WiLh-
out ihe presence of the white police force Megroes would turn upon
thameelves e -:!H-:I:T\-::-:.- raca ather The white man iz *he only anathangy
ke kbaw:.

Thiz is the end result ol eanstant eepetition of the infecinrity of
Mregroes and of Atrican colture, indicated in the same diacuszion in
these tecins:

In commreniing op the beoks curcent in his youth Dooker T, Wash-
itz wur Alfuek by the aonoer in which they “yazt the piclores of
Adrica and Afrwvan Jide in an unnecessarily cruel contrast with the pic-
fores of 1he civilioesl af highlr cllured 'Eu.ﬂ':-]'u-.'l.n: and Ameticaos
In onc book a picture of Ceorge Washington was “placed zide by side



TRE SIGMIEICANCE 0F A¥RICANISME 2t

with a naked African, having & ring in his nose and a dagper it his haod,
Tlere. as cliswhere, in erdes ta pue e JoMy posiicn 4w hich 1he white
race has aotaizwd o sharpor cenmiast wih ol Lewty cozdinsn uéoa
awcre prbmibive people, the best aenomye the white people was consrassed
with the wors amnng 1he Wlack ' Washongion related tlan he neans
5::i-'|1|.h|_1_r v cyer 1l ]'-rq'1':|,|-e_'|11 El:n:'hng rPat tlre miasc T '\.'nml:‘.hing
wreng sl degiaded atout any persor who was different ditem (e
customary. 3t

Leaving asile for the moment the zipmidicant comment wf Booker
T. Washington ehat tle enscrase between African snd Amerizan or
Fugopean ile wis muule gegecosgardy cragl, 110 is uniderstandahle
heww XNeprees aned wnbiased whites, intent on aoadyvaing ihe inlee-
racial sitvativm, came ta feel 1thar ali stratepic con=iderations rmade
desiralile 3z emphatie & denipl of African influcnece on present-day
Moo custom as possille.

Snme of the attrmenta earing on the fooe, found in works
Lt have had wile circwlation and considerable Siflaence, ard winch
this negative aititode was desipned 1o combat, may be cited  Daowed,
in hiz moch-rpeaied Negrea i cdweerican Life, mases the Hat asser-
taenn, “Biowhere in AToea fave the Negroes oealved 2 civilization,”
audaliiying thim vnly with (ke statciene

' hut they Tiavs shoswen caretty o~ assimalate 2, Lp the reginn @i 1he
Fellatal Lmgize, Tefare el aoival of vie Futepeans, she nacives had
Tem el 20 zmad e wrile i Avratie, and el cslublisbed sevecal solobla
adumlicaial centers 8

Whenever chis view of the nlenor creative ability of the Negro
s Brouphe forwaed, i eustomarily ecopled with an ohservation
an bis endtarive gife, whicl a2 barn becomes anoadililienal reason
fn:_':r a EH}“E}' -:1F 'r'ig'in;_: i:4_1n|'r-:_1|_ r_'-{ :"-.--:_'Erl'lﬂ"\,' '|_|}' whilrﬁ, 11 1T r:.'|||.' ak-
ceady incicated, And sl Further amplications are drawn Trom it;

Towr characteristic of self-ahasement, pvolvigg as 0 docs 5 lack of
sell respect, explumns dhe Nepra's estracrdimory aentabiveness. "This
sluvish acrctabnon of che wiite " says Meckling "even o tie awibemipilect
obdieratn of physieal chasacterishies, such as woaly hair, s almest
pathet o and excendingly s pnificane as indizanng the ateence o Tesling
of zaoe pritte ot race imlegricy. dosy iovat:on of one race Ty oannckes,
of such o whalesale and zervile kind as oo snvelve complete self-abnega-
Limkl, crust b oclizastionos Lo all cunécaaed . '

Imitativeness iz ondy one phase of what is weiiten of as the
plegro's childlike mind and Lis accomparying eheerfulness. Though
ommparable statemenls sré not aflen el i dthe owore recent works,
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the iden s aufwiently current 10 deserve its place in the mythological
sysibvn, s presented. One exampls of this paint of view gonlinuoes
the Duowd citaticns:

Thr e o1 the Hl_'g'r\-:_:- ran Sest e oaalershoed h}' likl’.':u.il:lp: it 1 thit
af a child, For icstance, the Negra Bves i the proseet, iy interests are
ahpective, a8 his actions are poven:ed v Rz ercabons o, Willam
M. Thomas, bimsclf a Wepra. also acted *he clublis) traits of his race;
"The Mepa Lives cithy o the present, aml hous™ ac tizoes dolelal in
labpuage and Trantic e pref, be i, ke oo ckelil, reodily zaclbcd by
{riflas goed I‘i'l.‘\.il}' thverrred h_1_,' ]'-e‘r:ﬂ_m:-;i'.'vl: gpecel™ 0 O TE rheerinlinga
iz characterstic cf choldren and 20 e Negmo mimd. so ol ame impul-
civeness and fits of anges. Tle Kegro, like a clild, iz easily agrcaoed,
aqed paone Lo quaveed saed o gLl Whaen angered he Tecomes a “'raving
Aacmzcaz, a5 it wice, gppserently beyondd canoal, mrowiog macblor aeed
marlder earh monwnt, eves ralling, lips proimachng, Beet stumping, paw-
ing, gesticilating, ™

A shwly 13t Tas attracied a preat deal of aitenlivn as an aathaes
tative work—the excerpt from it in the preceding passape 3= merely
ane stanc: of the many times it 1= reterced to—is on carly cen-
tribtara by Oxdim. The presest posiaine of this anehoe Gallows that
af 1o ooee Shecal provp of stolent: af the Negroo et the paca
pritpf peesented below mwst be guoted §f only to rive an example
i 1the position still taken by many concerning the Mepra's mentality
and che relative worih of his African background. 1t muost be ore-
garded a8 especially sigmbeant, indeed, becatsse nf fhe place ihe
wutk {rom which i 15 taken has assuered 1 e hisiory of Megro
research:

Back of e child, and affecting him borh directly amd indszeelly, are
the ehacneteristion of Lhe race, Tie Mepen bag Linle Tieaoe coociebcd GF
love of Lioree. . - . Ble L nn peude 0 soweestry L Bas dew ulemls
.+ . htsle conception of the mezning of wirtue, tracl, honos marhood,
infegnty. He s sholiless, anbdy, and imdeleqr o . The migratory wr
raving rendency seees e be oo oraceral onc e bz o oL Tlhe Nepro
shirks rl=biuls zocl oifzrule rasks, . 0 EHe dees nat know Lhe wzloe of
hiz word of 1he meaning of watds o penceal, o o 0 The Meproo s no-
provident and extravagant; - . he lacks imisiatwe: he is olten dis-
hone:t and votructhio). He i3 over-zeligious aorl sopersitious .. o his

mind dAors mt ropcsise of faith in humanicy—lie dees no compee-
hed e 1t

Timeg Oiligtn amteeiva]l Negen mentality in 1070; bis concept of the
form oi education best suited to Negro children may alzo be indi-
caled 28 copend;
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. Lar the mthieocees; 1[N the T‘-.':J__{rl:. |."|'ti|-'|I at l=uct a5 far as the
achos] is able oz cBecr oFis cpd. Tead him toward oFo undoestioning
acceptance 2f 1he fact that Liz is o diferent race [rem ole owhite, aad
cavepetly ang thal it always Tas Leco amd alwaes will Besolad 17 s net
achseradiv e o we albile tooeles as e wliles, amd wthac i i ciedl siecrs-
sinly 2 vrethiy 2 aenitane she fe of e wiie san. . o 4

Amd m developing this thesis, an expression of his cosceptian of 1he
cictipatalive warth ol she Mepre's ATniean st is dnlicanal. e
miy leam Erem reashmg etories e AEries Low nnacls lwites off he is
thain 1w cnpstors

Il Damiels. who haz weisten a history af the MNegraes of Boaston
that is Erequestly ciled, evaiuales theic aboriginal heritage in these
teres

Tt i of course wr:leciabde thac dke precedlene conelitons cut ef which
The Meqra poapuladio vood Beedon iz derived, bave, Ton he sarhest pericd
dove b e faesend, Seen al o peonliz<s inleri-a kool The Giest mera-
Pures ool this raes Lo 3 %an sy were boosehe, Ty of the
Balonea~, Ermn: tleas mZee Admcan panele, whese (razs dane no-
rienecril bkt azcrstors lenl vl ane a0 slipe o priciice soqipery.
'T]I{'_'!.' wirre eRusErE Tl b, leTle cranzand b crvrl b, I1:|'.:i|';_;
rs religion atave a4 dear-ern supemsoonn, and ey aboeorsephizn
af a reasonc mnralicy 1

e Torethies 1'::;;,::||||r'_ whiach shiames Jovw thas ;:-',w:'ri-'-n ;:‘{'T:\.ibtﬁ i
'|,:|r|_|;:-l:]'-¢|;1|,'|;i aetss nf the wort] m I;|'|r'-11g||t_ 15 e I;-n'hl:'n.-.'ini_l_rL BTl
fram & psychoana’stic josnal, recently cited Ty J. Tollard :

Lawviens oy ul cuestin: the asnbopmmstrie o-rs oalinels cozresjpunel
|.'|-:'.-'.1.'|:.' to e ol bl netve Alrwse, we Dieel o ol of :||:|:||'i|::il.':-1
unheatve ol g relatiezshipe The preceotty of the childpen, e sarly
nrsed ol prakerty, the Sailnee o grasp sahjective e, e rong secual
sl her! dzsnizct s ownth the s anhilinicas, e sionszle deeam e, the
EAyY rPversicr o savigrery when clepreard nf ATe mst*aimnﬁ nAuence
of te whites (asn Jtati and Liberial, (he penadency tooseck expres-
gion i osucl yTutbmee means as music ard dancie, e Do resslanee
e AU ceking 24 yplihe anl aleahal, the snay of aupericicnn, o1l 1hese
alcl mane wher thoags beteae e savage heart beozalh the civili el
exlraor, Docatie e owez-s a0 Palin Leach svil jstesd of o sising of
ez, i pold-headsd vazns nnseid al o e, s o 1lephoa
tlistvan ] 0f hwetng Ahe lien Ereax 20l 1 Wl and voe the poogle path
havs szl the 61y =ilA- VUL -E2IRT S2reCE wAT i~ ]:-'\._g,'\-:'|'.|||-::g:,- 15 10 |G
that f cthe Africaew

This ruaeaieen i especialiy aneasicgiul hecause of e manner 0
which it indicates how, emploring peychoanalytic phrasecslogy and
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concepts, thiz older view of Negeo codowment and the Negre pasl
i1y he ralionalioed, That i i v be Doge] that s weiter's cealua-
binee nd ghe Mepro of the United Staies e somewlit mere accirate
than his exposition of Afcican civilizution is asule {rom the pmint,
which las o doowith the light the qeelation throws on the way =
oonacnt, e develoged, miay present itacll e new Torm.

I musl T alressed thar we are at the aenccetr eoncerned only
with §hose evabaations i 1l Megra past wlnch serval e estalilisle
the demial ta African colinre faits of any wialivy in v scteze af
American Megro Bie A few mwre of these eva'uatin: may L 1o
viewnl, HolTman, in #tatieg 1hat tae maierials in bis sty of the
Mopao ronstitute "o mosl scveie comlemoation of aodern alfcpts
Of supWeriur e b WAL miberior vees e Bleo oo elevaned qosi-
tion'' shows the awtitmle eakon inoaoocher of 1hese worls * Tillie-
hast'z influsnce, which has been wery greas, & especially apparent i
reierences to the suppesed effect of the Adnican cheonow on the
Megea's cultinal endowntene, Uwa quetations may Twgrven 1o alines-
trate this spproach:

Tl <Eeect ‘nfuence ol Adpcan dlimate is adverse oo perssens offore,
Whee Ligghoresgpezalures, and Yo Toemiidiny prevaal. the ropa] ceagon a-
Nz Trinnn the bealy eaals o, sl penmes ennzideable 40T, a8 i e
mase i BEpwpd. Samiar Boenkry, cambinoed owith o by neeerainze, as
in the Tritish Tales, has we bael edffeer Fue West Acrien empeps meisker
@i thess mlvantages, i swellers urder 3 toread Tear corbinown] weily ex.
cessive wmiciy, Such coshiiang deaden incssard ooy e wkile
man, W hase capacsty fon encizens ol oz o] Taboe o b Cnosm-
Etanees s Ro prewt, whose wanta e 2o baneezs o] et fimds
baneeli iTIl.'.".‘\-i"\-'i.I.II_'u' cowcrture. Bich rewands wowiil Sl e loe vin R
Darih a Dictle cMoze, wel o Bl siws, e ielenze s the <bancchinnim e
work, that even e sirongest wills ran rrely crmalad 0 Ta fael, Ehis
very will JselE srems o levame inert

We arr o prepared o apprerale e worlangs of the vztally im
portant facoor nf nataral seleccon Io 85 obvings trac m WWed Ad-ica
netural seleclicm coenld ol Tawe oeonded Lo evolve pear indostoal canac-
ity and apcitwdle. simply hecause fhese were o0t BA0ECs-A1 8 10w Pvitdll
Wiere a cold eliznate and poar malural producliveness theeaten eonstant
desiruction 1 those who sanal or owili ot pat Eseth persastent e Moce,
selectiva mfscates (o elisblatle e sl preseewe the elcica, Ino1ericd
amd laaneilal Wieat ﬂf::il.'.'l., herwaver, the renclibicons of wxiatenes luve
for ages wen too easy fo select the industoially efficiond and reject the
imeficient "

That auely gintements are ol themaelves mol ta be faken geriogsly
teed scarcely be menboned at the present tume, snee Tillinghast's
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roferenoes to Spencer adequacely date Ris ennception of ihe role of
satural seleclon i defezmioing feaits nf socta bebavior, Neverihe-
Tews, oo b Liplor caf 1 dwe vwpomidees a4 gipoes 1laas wrle i heen 'I'-'-'-'“":t.
it mst b taken dully into accoont.

B Phillaps, e Best-known Bistosian of siavery, plires his
cstimae of the Atccan seeac o the [ollowing manner:

Tl rUirimke 100 Tack mnt ) I LETR T T bl ||r|.||:.||i|.n meentidl ecFort
o1 et ne oslaived] craraezer, anel Pl mezrees heye snilirinie 2 Lo it
prnh1h:r'n|'| A4 hhmany ullers, thred oo thess premeraliens, widh oo
rellend e e ||_'||':I;}- bor egiataeeer] thar =zvapee I far o 1-|:-.'Ili-:'.
Yo the dpeescing remans, aeed vy o e, whether e maner i
wlhinl the ateztooe- were hzoagha anzs ek il cig:liz-ann pesuiesl n
L wovater blesaing e the secier cwcse, Trac ranner wie oeerred
i pueen sl Deiesd Do Ul ztzese ol 4l pepuvad oegreas Coermacddee-. D=

sivr aral ez, soweabde e wesronss we bt aElateans wmd el
ool bl sohwes, zmdhle, ebeeberd gzl cosdenel, they baee Soen 1the
workl's preamonn slaves??

oL Pluvkad hae Bxewe expresseld hiesell coocetning A fea-
calp characoeessisc s, pelesenaes o inlwrn wned leacsoed truals of behay-
T, s U PTEVIOUs dnsianees, Dring mmterminggil -

Treputsivemess ca aatbor Adrican trail wlicl in the United Stares is

araleally hevar lasl caide i Favns cF greades seli-ieszaine L Laae-
e - Dowond Dok i Az ased e Aamericn, im Al riva Swizog ncanved
Ly tle weervitizg ropeead crvieoncoe. - 0 While a o we!l repulaiel

s el 1w in L remilb ol valtnzl le.l":cj:r-:'-l:ul-'l. Wkl the sl oelul-
Eree cf e Nepro, s opem N Alrica gl in AEY 75 ra1 Pl rygral
S, ma eerrerealdy e o oraeal casmacteriaic deseinpeed Tas matoaral
selechion e Worsr Adora anom oresalr ol the Trigetio]l mesriey, L
Tregedtiem i W Alrica stems taowin Tovaliy, poode amd veoaelacary,
presszhly hequse 3 eteong-minded master has spitis eraug™t 49 pesent
arrpeeeszinn el e Fopeliquoe rqrazh i [rnter] Tvia Toldlew == [re e
sale armgeancs. L. Shnesightedne s indiMerence al clisrerd oF
e Dcale aFe Trams Sonlsd Bl oy o ATrahs and 1Bazy S oproes,
e oo aleees all andizciplined st peoptes, "™

In Woeatlerferd's Toe Neava from A fecn fo Aorertea, 1he cvalua-
T G e ATvican Tookgrawnd, o scopen Lenee ol koeeeeing wlioel
ostre sl Tulowe phe sarne patloen, as 05 shewn i s pasaage
larn P inerndieracy ronvarks .

o Lelicve that sweach of the prescoe vespoanse ol 1he Segrs to soeial
crvicniment o5 inAucnoed by ol social Tercage, Tl onle Erom stheery
bz [rom Lthe far Adeican past. This s imoeooway an inonnalion that che
Megro liaa not peopressed far beyond thar past Inieed no one san cead
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the =foTy of hix ma:rw:h:nLa. [TRE TS withurit gn'rl.r amitzribienil, and the
arazenent is all *he more heightened ahen aae sees the humble Topgin-
mines of e race. Oa the ciber haned cere can be listle donlt reae there
are ¥esbigal remamns of a far social herage it the presens seoal ceiac-
tions af he American Negs, which 3 ol ubdeesoood will vitiase alh
af our pudprments cooeerning bien®

The culmal handicap of the Negro 1z explained in these *urme

Vit the rezanezn pesples of Tanvress, Bantaeky coel Mot Gine-
lina. w o Sar vwe cenrerics or mote Jave meen beld onomolabon S theic
mountein [oarmesse:s ol henoe bave 1allen two rentomies Gelirml e
procrssisl of civiozaton, so the ATrcan peoples, <han e by 1he aoscral
Biwrrress wi e ovwal cannnent Toa crmsands of vears, hawe edrepped
ey ventiries betioed the preareas ol civisizaban, rat alzwraSer Tocanse
ul bess cepmeity, Lot anuiatly, an Least, Lecause of Sess cumtacts ™

The call Ear tolerance iz consistent with the pesition taken:

Tl stislent cf e Aagceason 2 oepra unkioy avasn thezciore cooe o Lis
ta=x wiel ® lagweledge af tw Wegrs™: pasl iof Ieoas nooseally mederstared
Lim ac tre prosent, Ele mast be wiling to jolze e as 1o the Jstanre
T s frasmedd sinee b et las Africam Frome, rabner than renTa el
witll the white man who hal theusands of vea-s the stare [Le mmst
reccarize 1he trazs boill inlo o race Jwring g <enluses casmnnt be
bl onae g o Jewe weams er oven o fow decadee, @qel et Oie polical aied
covtralnie life af the preaenc Amerizar Negzo an the ligle of s Lack-
prodid, 3 nmbhing less than amazing Bt

Tun wvears afer the publication of the valume sowhach the aheve
Fasrages appearcd, the awthoer obtained o collalwiratnr amwl saowr a
fcw Light, Whetiter Lhe vallalsmaliee was responaille Sur tu rhange
ab epirion, vr Teether censicleration on Lis owa part heenghie 1lis
sthvat, casrnsl b gzisd, Tt a Car lifSerent point of wiew 15 exprossed
in the collaborative work, which, sor the zake of perspective, ean
alen b cquoted -

Zanze e ellioe nb Afeae tlere fore 15 aotte tiMerent fram e owg,
wo are b b enncucde 1 s aoFeooor, For Tave we sl Telled the farest,
rhugg apn the izes Frinae the weet®, fasteane] peaerfol mackine: . armhilaed
TS ciladuet aztere 1o our |;|i-:r,d|.r||:? The African Bid donc e of
ihese things i soels marked depree as have wee hence we are iaclined
1 say his rultare s ielerier 3¢ the Adsicans as o people are inferizr,
Aphigi-s nf people may e praven Ear more by abelicg tooadasd Teis
caltore bo the enviranmeit in whack 3hey dive than Ty ahbine oo boreosy
culewre Erame all the cest of o world, and o this hasic we may fimd
upag futeher stedy chad the African peaples Tave moch wocommend
them to our respoct.™
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?

[Lis ned strange that tlee sadeemes tes which the statements aooted
v g slinalil have brongeht she gomviction that, sieee the Adrican
pAast gonsl T uied o serions handi{a]‘:, the buest thing_ for chin weas Au clis-
regird it wherever poszible; froem wiuch the cativsadization thad
nwnthing of 1us Adnean handwap remaing was ot 1 short step,
eapocially since. as kas heen dsilieaced, the degzee of accolturaiion
to the patteros o the whine majodily wemnaliy manifested by Negroes
in the U'nited States is s considerakle, The guaedtiomys 1hal have
been given are. of coarse, [roms 1he pens of anen accutormenl 19 wein-
E wild restraint; schetars, whess words were catouliced o promose
the search for knowledre rather than e lead b actioa. It a2 unmec-
eqialy 1oodn g than wR awenoon Ao the nenmceahle statcments
and reperinens of Saleenchls zar cacne Dol the journalizls, the
clergy, e pelitiviang, aml these aghers ol gk fer goantal e fu-
ferierity of the Wepre and wore ables 1o enforce their coavictien by 3
corvral ul b power that, xfter emancsalion na less chan before,
they nsed 1o keep the Negoe in chat place in 1he secizl scene he was
deened Sedn occosy By osoisen ol his infercoricy.

This ix and che prind inomer discusien 1o inguice inle the exlel
thaat (e e vakaations ni Ao colime aee benalle ™ Hers owe may
Fase sopgest thar Toc dhnse eomresnced seirys 110 hest awterests of the
Bopra, tiere wae ampe reasom 1 coneede thas serategy demamled
a refotation af the claim that the Negro always Tas bren, and alwars
st hel the bearer of an inderior fcaditien. whach, since he can
rever chase o off, most daomn lim te 3 perpetnal states of inforior-
nr. That trey may have overslcd the mark 2 iockang b chanpe of
emphasiz ratker than fhe crazing of misenfoepion 3% Leside (he
!'b-.'.-il"l| Sl | rdsar '.-."|'|.1_.' :l'lt'_'!.' rentk the E:l:--'.i.[il:'lrl ||‘I1':|' did fiker e, it
s Ibear poind oF view, unasgailalle.

Yol 3 is et pesenitted as b cenrberle that this s the sole reason
why Iy presence of Afrizanisms has bren dented. beth s the
Tmited States and = 1he XNew YWorld penera’y. An eshnecentric
peind wf view s conpenial to any people and, in our sooety, this
hag beceme stabalized in terms of the ides thar no oonliterace folk
can witkstand contact with Eoro-Asacrican eullure. Bt is assunied,
for example, that primitive colurece—euilemasily detntal by nons
scitntists at Vinferior' ar “simple —are evervwhers dvang ool he-
cause of this eontact. [ dhis roantery, the disappeacance of many
Indian tribes did tnuch too sizengthen thiz ethnucentrism; applied
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to the transplareed Adeican, whose pliability and sobservienor were
uscd to C‘}i.l'l:.l:l'l: L p]:u:l.'si-:_'il.l sprvival vider :-l:h--l‘.':l_'.-'l it gxole the frorm
uf et r-ol-Eict aceeprance af the disappesrinse of Alvican iradi-
tion i the face of association with the whites, A cose o painl can
be cited. the more mteresting since o does not concern the Mregroes
of the United Stares sl has o do wieh oo theory of refative cul-
naeal meeet. oo 0 RS, William W BMowell, in discussing the voodoo
cule ref Ilaati, says:

Adch et adl the wreirera wlue ave alluded 42 1hese sumerstizions have
asstiencsd it they nes an inhernaee Evom Afirica, 1 shall e able te make
i asfoeir s NiZee, Mot the o Wanzdolal, ne Woesloe, 15 Serived irom a
Eagzrgazm seneree ;o weenzicily hat the bebials which e word duinle: ane
enpally imparted From Paespees thicdly, thad the allemed seor aml s
enpoased raes Tave, noall probabalitg, rooreal existency, lnt are a
product of populis imagnacion. =

Wil the Lot olaim we are pot concerned, but in “estallislong™ s
other propositions, Sewell cucicosdr adziobeates the oethod od
those wha, o various hells, bave deowed e pecabarites i Nepro
cuztom §rom Lurcpean scuress. Tar he sonceives the almast pucely
African rites of the cedim eult as mcte eisdocersramling, by Had-
lito Megroes, of the Freaele berotical sevy of the Walilease s, whose
namre was mispranoynced, as s ritgal was Swtorted by the Llacks
when (hey adopded this cule in Favur of theic aboririnal celigious
belie s,

The quatatiens given in the opening pagea of (his discuzeon may
bi- taken as 1:|.'].-if_g,i||g 1hez |||_|5:|1I: el owiew o rrooal El-r{'.‘\-{'rll 1_1:1_'.- sha]en)a
A€k 1l Z‘».'-:grn Tl Afriran [la:!‘l iy [:-e'!ﬂmlw. b-q_' 1_'|_|115'ir_!|'r|'-']: HE R Uy
pearing Tragemestarily in a few sspects of contemporary Neprs life
of the Ulnited] States, Rt soch survevals are t0 be stodied anlv n
the st complete anfinearian senze. Adfrican culture mav be con-
celled a greater dejgree nf comparative respectability rhan was carlier
LT -:ar'»{'—1l1c3u1_:]L, as lias wep 2B, ey l_u,:-in1 oof waewe whnek Hglt.
tat, Tillinghawr, D], Meckling the earlier mamibestations of
Cxlurm ol Weatheodnen], an<d uthers: pat Torwinrd -|:|_:11|;1:T115nﬁ the
fuw galiber of African modes of life has by ne means lost its wital-
iy, But Adrican culiure, in any event, is held animportant and hence
can he alisrepanlzd in studving Nepro life in this country dnday.
This is the pomne of view expressed in Powdermaber's siudy of
Indininnla

Thr Wegrn A4id net come here eulburally naked, but the conditions af
slavery wiere such 1lat a lacge pact ol his abariginal culiure was of
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nr.rrx&i.l}' Tz, He wis snp:ln!r.ﬂ frum fr'”ﬁw-'lrihﬂt.mﬂh_, 1:|.1I|::|‘|I! a R
Languagre, znl imducted Loeh sulsly and foroibly inta the coliure of 1he
white masers, Beyond doobe, lere ate some survvals of Almean culs
cerc. Last to Cetermine exacely what those are woul:d tequire a very differ-
ent 1ype of research. Historical clements epter 912 ciis point of vies
ofly as Ty make thomsclves feir i curient prucesses acsd atiludes.

Other exampies, o0 aomerous to be quoted Tece, could he drawn
frcan studics wiwose conecrn @5 with o single phaze of the problom.
Thnes Korapp™ argues that all Negro speeeh e be Traced 10 Enplish
dialect, thengh thi- is a propazdina i aecss] wieh bis pooeral (asi-
tion thal, “se far as pronunoation is concerned, 10 s doalifal 19
a swngle sastance the pronunciation of nermal Aamecican Iinglish has
heen mindhfied by the influeace of A foreign lampuage,” and chat, in
e mattee nf wacabalary, “Arheecan English has beess very 3low to
busrresw mew wirds Trom mher langaages ™ The more Tamiliae 25
sumplion, huweser, 15 not absent Trom by weltings s

TlLe nalive Aciran Jigleds have leen compleesly st Thic s alenald
[FATS ||:|.|l||-l.'|'.tl.| il .=:|.|1-|.-ri.~.i1:_|_'I Loar 11 3% a1 lil;gu:'ril'il.' Axtom Lhat when
LTINS (B TS il |Il.'\-:,:-'|:-|t' ikl dilTerent ugaogees cosne inkes enntt, Bl ame
cm a rebidively lich, the wiher an 2 relzbels e qslioral level, the lager
adapas nseli Freely ta 1he speech al the [otmier, whersas the group on
the hagher culbnsal plane bogtows liftle or nothing from that on the
lpwer 5

I "dorminaat™ and "elineracy’” gooups might e substitoled  Jor
“hirh' and “law"™ as collural designations, there would be ae least
& logical presumption that such a process might oeccor—though
whriher in cnough instanees 4o give Tiee to & Vlinmidstic axiom™ can-
nrd he said. Baac the alateeicnt as pheasged, ino2a Tar ag it tanches On
the maller of aur cnoerce, merely i3 anuther example of the con-
ventional pattern of expression regarding MNepro aloriginal cedow-
ment,

It frllows lagically, then, that men of gond faith might well ¢nm-
elede that the Tess said nf Adricemisnee the botter, Bt what if the
estnace nf Africanismg & nod cacrect ¥ What i the cultures of
Afriey feom which the Mew Worul Neproes were derived, when
deceriled in 1erms of the indings of modern soentitc method, are
found to be vastly diffecent from the corcent stercotype? Woat &
these cultures impreceed themeelves o theie cazviers, and the de-
seetdarts nd gheiv carraers, bon deeply ta be erulicaied any mere than
webe the cultural endowmeata of the varous groups of FEuropean
intmigeants 7 Moce than this, what of the abociginal Afocan endow-
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ment were found, in cettain cespects, even to hawe boen transroilied
tn the whites, (hus makinp the resolt of conlact an exchange afb vl
ture—as it was in the case of cther groups—rather than the endow-
ment of aa inferior people with hakits of a superier group? Lo os
SUR ML, m E]:n,:q'l;I 1t celed T shieeaeny Tk e NEETn 1% o amnan with
d past and porepuradle past; (hat in e dhe oneept eould Be spread
that the civilizations of Afcica, like those of Eucope, have coneeib-
uted to Amecican cultuce as we knowr 3 today; and that this idea
might eventually be taben over inte the cancns nf general thought.
Winal this not, as a practical measure, tod g0 undermine ke as-
sumpdivns thad bolstes racial prejudice?

There are cther, more immediate, ways in which truer pergpee-
tive eoncertinp Adricanisms mighe be helpfol from a practical moint
of wview:

GT:Ln'!i:ug rhiit carcent =il 512 Fn:_-::qnl’t-l:lii: f:_lrri::: are ]:-r{'||r_||:|1'|n.u:11 n
shiping rice reliniony, it ;ost never T Berpntten that peechalngicil
imponderalles ace also of first mpotance in =anctisring action on any
lewel And it is =wch iyeanderables © 0 ka0 L are new  Iking
steerptroned by o Aindings oF studics clar ignose the 2oy valnl poind
of departure in sacid inveatipanoon—ihe Tesoneal backpzaamd of Lhe
1.|I'IEI'II.|r.|'.|I'.":Il::lI: .IJI.'ETIH Hh!lli.l.".l :|.r|-:| IIIIIHL' f.'u'!-::-r:-. '|'|-'|:I'.I.'..'I :II.'IH.I‘:'.‘. El.lr i|!’i | LY 4 A [ ]
amsl ]JlE:i.l::lllil.l:il:lrl. ‘-.‘r'l:en: [or o lzaee, e secs wiest ETe RTINS nf :"\El';.;n::-
ethzstior unleriaken wilhour e slichiest consideriban einge given fo
even the poeitility of wome ceterdiem of Adoran halets of shoogtte and
speerh that might ioflovese e Negroes' rocegaion of 1he inscracionm
thus nfferel, ene ciunat bar ask bow we hapes to teach che dessed n-
j-e'l'l;h'e"r., Wien we are conlpombed] wish '|'|'=:|-'-:_'I1n'|:||==_'r;|_| shylics of race
eelations made in utter (pasranoe of characteriztic African pederus of
mutivation ard hetavicr, o with sociolorical analysss of Negoo [amily
Life whicly make not che shrhiese actemtd to rzkie wes account ewen e
chance 1lat Uae pacinmcoon Bing atwlicd Anght o aome sy ave Toea
influeneal by the caery-ower of ceilaia Abicoa tadiiiuns; when we
coalemplare accounts of the biatary ol Sdavery which awke of plantation
Lite # Kizwd ol paralme Ty oiroocing eeodiesoring the ezzenoal (2o thas
the ol o '.:L-'rhi.-lrr| |'lr|]'_-.' L||'r-':1|.];|1 ruc=linl |1'rl:'-:'a|:|l:'.|'||1:-'. takoen ananst
T AT 1|.|_||.'[Ri|'||::ﬁ, wo ein It weander aheoe b valoe o wgely e g I0

Yot such soudies are heing umlerlaken, and in thinr the crdinary
provedure of the scientist, wheechy T alveoopts to ke into 2ccount
Al presdhde Eaceors, as invdially negleeted in Savor of unercical
ﬂ:]:ﬂ?lilil_:-n aF swfulveems 'Irn:u_-]:.ing the H,Llr_:-r:.gina'l Kun‘rc- past. Mgl
this. it 1= sulmitred, achaeves gme pesult with 3 sureness thal wonld
shock those wha are the cawse of this destortiien o scholarshin,. For
thauph it bas often been pointed cut that the skin-eolar of the Megro
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makes him an all too visible mack fer prejodice, it s not so well
realizad Lhat the aecepled opinion of the namome of the MNegra's eol-
taral hesitage is what makes bim tee eniy element in e |:|:up|ing
o the Ulpitel Siaces that as no operalive past exeept too Laodage.

There 1z stl] anigher point of practiey] impactaner gl should
not oo uverlouked inoappeaising the irmmplications of pruper siody o
Meopro backerounds and of the cetention of Adoicamsms. And this
i IR elfect of the present-rlay renreacntatives of thas ract withowt
a pasl, i lhe depeivation they suifer in hearing oo prode of teadi-
tiume For oy greaaqs in the prepaadation al es countsy has been mate
cemg etely convinee] of the nlerior mdare of the Adrican lack-
groumd than hase e Negooes YWeodson By phriged the point in
Lheze Lerms:

e themie ves areepl aeoa caolinenn the teney cE oo eneplee
Tareake weith Avizzen, Toz atwe adl thasg tlew b ok viere e T kauswn as
re e Bl 1 any weiny these ezl ASrens” Uin Cie ather Do, the
W e BEREGHE .:|||I:r' 3 lemat what Ihr:.' b [l.'n-'-.ve'r'l.'nhc! rnf Ty arrient
culowres ol 1he “Legliaw’ or “Anglebavens,” emphasrng seoally
ehn el aned zarns redlung aboat ke gncdramable practice: T o tell
a whine man hat Tis malituzen o Pooctiag is e resulo i e cirstom
|:-|' vaisiie e Thae a2t oo oaene bes eribal ancesoors in I'.:'u:rr‘l:n_'.r or

ot e vwstam ob dealanr smeerermemicasly wilh bech Tereigrers and
.'x v uteens redith e et sy rr-:-‘ll] ek i the veatiFial Raak-
i s e o Teono™s pracher ul e Mowpgunelily 6f Lo L, e
breconmzs eoenc, ol sl 2epiacs wlhea yew 1clozon tlern Lhiar 2heae
el practives Gifes Doons e of e wlheoe ueigllsaes Ciefly o
e eaiens tlie bl Loew foombined the Faaepen with the Adrcan
cygperahiiieay T hese @ erenees, of rowrean vemder the Xearoes anges
srabile 4 Hime ndhorsise r'.'|i.:i-'1:.--r|'||||-.|1':|. Tl _Tq."wr; '|:-c:-|q.||}' wcl et bon
Lheir ol ;'r:.r:icve"-: wlide Ere Do s, whe ooy their old cnstoms jusl;
ai moach, are =il af rherm Liocasnom 1I'|'}l are Tl |'||'||'|||'I:|r amnng
“leslans T

2o Tater decomenizaem of Wealan®s goink cenld Tie macle than
the [allvwing comment of o Negro schuslar on the caltural endow-
ment of tie own grimp:

The ezl wrel calinee of tTee Arnerwan Megro Tave povan et of
II'lE :':"\-C]H:ril.'rll:'\l!' =r -""-1IICTi\'.'iI. ;|r|-: I:I-!"all' LII\. r|l.--r.|| |.|I|.IT Vs II'.; .c-ll'll '\-iig'l'liFll-
e i Tom the sone sodree T hzoug e Se sty ol the Weprn Banrly one
1w ahle ke dhe presces by wlicl theae « sga=ienses bave hecome 1 part
ol the tracditicrs aed eallure of B Segees pennp T e sure, wehan one
urlerzakes 1he =l of e Wepra he discoerts 3ogreat ety ol
tradotiong and patkernz of Tehavier shal gxecise any real fuence on

Lhe Tornzadioal of the Mepra's persocalay saml condeer. I, as Keyserbiag
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remacks, the moe e-:r:nh:ing thivg alsnd e Chanesa 1 theie di_‘t‘sl- riatkgTe,
the most cangpacuanas Thing abiaat the Megra 1 his Lick of a2 colture®

It iz Iittle wonder that to mertion Afsica te a Menro audicnce sets
oo tensions in the same maoner as woodd fave resuited {rom the
singiap of spincnals, the "mark ai stavery.” to sionlar proups a
generation ago, Abriva s a kadpe of same; it s the rerminder of 3
savame past not sufhciently rernote, a5 ¢ that nf Foropean savasery,
o have become bhallowed, Yet wihout a conviction of the worth
af ane's owa pronp, this as meevilichle, A peaiple that lenies s past
cannet escape bemg o ey Leodoult of s valye leday aned ol s
potendialties Tur the fulure.

T grve the Magen an appreciaiion of his past iz 10 edow hit
with the conlalence in Taz own positino e 1his comsl Ty soul e the
world whizh he most have, and which he can best attain when he
haz avaslable 3 feoadation of scientific Fact comeermng 1he aneestral
cultures af Afriea Aod the 2eevicals nf Africaciims i e Mrw
Weerld And 3t renzst again be empdeasized that when =zch 3 Tealy of
Fact. salizly promwled, s esealdished, @ fernumt st Follew which,
when teis inboccation 12 cifase] oves e popnloaen as a wlhiele,
will infugnce opinien m genetal concetning Poegro abilioes and
patencialicies. and shus contribute 10 3 lessenming of intermacial
DS,



Chaypter 11

THIL SLARCIT FOR CTRIBAL OHEIGING

EEIL I TUTIN T T T ToY R R TR R AT e
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Fondamemtal o oany discussion of the presence o absence of Ain-
CAMIAM= 1 XNeprre i1t in chie Mew Waorld is che sstallizlment of
a brase Lz Lo s D b 2hiangre naey Te judipel, T we clements entec
imer 1liis; 0t Qs tecesaary e dizeover, as presscly s posable dhe
Erilaed venipzima ol Lete scawes Dol b Dae MNew W ldl amel om the
iz of pheee Zaces ©3 ellaie a5 Tull aml accorake Enowledine a2 we
ezl g e eolonres of these ol

Mo tli- -:'||'|||I-.':_ :l:'.|:.' e Tastoriziel mateinls |.'1'|'|||':l't:.-|'-:5 Fes wleeer-
mitwe 1=ilal [:I'll'.-'."lil.'l'u.'l:' will b '|.l|:'-.".‘~|.'|'|t1'||. et hi-teraoal soals 5'::1', r1
i'l-'~|."|l:-. I zion !_;i'u'l'n ! it e Flie voeeslen] i fermatng:. ':.]I'I:}'
e snendiotie, witly e |.'I'|'||-:||-:-;_;i|':'.|'. ||||:|w.|' ol e doal atowle G-
|:-'|i-.'il m She ethoe=intozweal o el cane cliema I'|!.I|:.I:III. Ll s 1
tr|1‘f:':i.|l;fl.'-h. eealide - preale- .==i];1'.:.'5|:.|1!||'-e't. Clistorieal Aetiolaes Lo
Evn wines Ol leree] 1l ||:- e nd e ST or i;_'i||- nt e -|.|'.'|.'“.=.

Bast weillicwn |.;|'||--.|,':|_'-;'I:_:'|_ [0 I | FTRREY | EXE SRR P o TR I"l.'i,;il\.lll'. Lol il e
tloe avaler eils in e cdecmene- '|-:l|‘:'.L-.'||. |:'|||_-:.- sy thisssde Lo wadolade
{ T ||_'.'|l||'.|'|l.':1.l'.'.-. L1l '-'.||l.'|'|. s owas izl alwon s o smase, 1hew lad
ﬁ-.!l.'-.lll.'lll' :'||"|i1:|u§|'."1r.'|::l.'-.‘ with she le=xul g --,Tr:q:l!}- el Advwa an:d oeald
thn e ofTerting nEe ol e j:-|.‘|l."|.' teties wlonch roeur s the er-
1|_-1'|||||;~|';|_:'-.- I erineere.

I e, bl U .1|'||'|r:-;:ri.1tr.- clettebls 1z aar "|'|'|_1_,-1|'|._'||-_|;_-_-_,-" ]')]il}"!'kl
thedr pare well Llisterianz, with e pinciple thar flar slases wase
derreed] Ernze mosr of the Adsican comoreal and 1he @onzteentaion of
the "thirmasarad-mnile maech™ ol the slave coMles in stind, wece umulers
'\,I:.'|11||.'|'|l|_',.' rcliicianl 4 cfrawe e conclogioms there Jdaca inchoted —
ok 2l F:I‘L'.."I‘II.'I" tLiathier Z"-.'egrnm i||:!||l‘:-|:'r-:'|| dn 2w Worldf conm-
trive o Tecan 4 Tar ecocse readviere] zrow 1l Tl Tarep :|||_:-1:|g|‘|1
the case. T1ois generally recogenaeed that the perte Szom which shwoves
were shipped were preponderanily thuse ddong the westecn cuast,
gy that zouth and ezt Africon poimts of stiprment were rare. Yet
coaatal shipping puints do nut necessarily mean that the goods ex-

Al
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ported Ernty rlgn Lave nol Teen gathered fenm o hintorland—in
this guse by dant native chivitairs whiree avarite was srimulaced
by the reawarls Tl pat go fhem Ty slyvers,

Chly when the scrting of thy ducprenis was complemanted hy
acountance wich e -r._-_thl"lc.*g:a'_:-ﬂ}' of O umd Mew Wurh] Megm
comarunities, and the toaics of 1the cultures of these prouzs werg
corre.ated with data from Adfrica eo diseover corcespondences. did
the question nf ATrcan origine heeoe susccpllble of attack. A Tase
fine dnv the siedy nf coliaral change among Sow Weld Negrors—
arul, Troro 1ae poine of the foros ef auestion in this dseassion, of
the Megrars of the Ulnited] Seees— b San coalcishiol by aeciets
af this crosa-liszipdinary vechoigoe, Wo may thas ioen e the oeales
abgiined drps analvaing the histmical deeunelation, Tsaciog 4 ven-
sideration of survivals of trilal custim in New YWorld Regme soc-
etivs [or 4 more apprapriate later point.

Z

The pattern for the prevailing conception of slaving cperations
was &t hy carle writers. and 4his has been reaforeed by the tend-
cocy 1 asrerprer SAfricen canumcreizl selations v fermz ol Lk
pean et s of bradings, aml o lack of keowlelge of the denaily
c1 pupasition 3 Wear Adzea oo e it difweule 1o resesen 1had,
w1t & cle=rcmal Toar slases sach s tle Americas markels cresteed,
wrard af ¢he vornzaercial advinbigees 0 tmeling te the cnast would
spread to tae ninterland. and captives would he broughe to the {ac-
tories of *he Eotopean vomgantes. [1 s said that <laves in somne
number s were traced from cribe o i acrnss the entive bulk of
Cendral Adeiea, inorhar mcribez2s of [Tasl Aofrican enstmanitics
fnunrd thermselees at Cemgo pocts gwadtimg apenent b the Xew
Worn Y ¥t this dierepards not unly the vist distances ol ved-—
same oM anles— bt alwo the danpers attendan: epor soch ious-
nevs moeerms ol the Eostility Derseren mmany cf the trikes over the
area and the ataenoe of adequate Laes of commuopisation. to say
nothing of the slight economiz pain from sueh hazardous commeros
cve wers the highase fices tn Te paid Lot 2wel 2lueas,

The earlicr wreiters give astanishimgle Zitle qustifcaticey, s 1hair
ewn works, Tor their statrments un the cetensivenees af the slave
tzaffe. 1o example, thuugh Brean Tdwards wretes af the “immense
istaree to the sea-coast’” travelsd by slave:, vet of the cases he cites
af Jamaican slaves he questioned abaut their African hames, anly
for “Adam, a Congn boy,"” ia hig pasertiop borne out, thaygh sven
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Adam is merely cluimed ta have coms “from a vast distaree inland.”
The four MNegroos from the ekl Coast enukd oot have Tived Far
feom the sea dae Fho o wllage Fdwasds spendes af was "abean ane
:I:'l.}-':c ji_ll_lrrll:‘}' rT\'l_II:rl 1]'|: :.'l_':-l-l_'q.‘:-rl.':!,-' '-l.||i]|._- r_|||_- !-'.I-IﬁlI iL {'|1:|..'|||'|:|. 'I-'r-:_:-m
Srerra Leane. alsw came Erom relatively pear the eegst?

Mungo TMarz bas piven vz oor enly firsthand account of the
advenlnees of a siave conle, Lot Ins ceseractiog pive: e soppoct
e Hosie sl enpfinsize the “thousamSamle™ jonrnzvs e 1 the
cnasl.”t Un Aecril g, rpar, Ay Park alepanted Ceesn Kamadia, moche
ootz coniry, w il slawi s Teor e Arnesicap yarsel. T he Cranlya
was reached cn June 1, at o poant some hieeleed nvles from the wea
where scpming hips could come, aul Blostn days later an Amer-
cazt Al leeae] Toe Seanh Caredina, wowde alases as cargo aml Al
Farle as pasenger, Tre il traverael T e caravies wis it
sor mie=, o for Al sy aliws v trapein, seosveign of Lt or
and 1 omilee peer day. The gueetion ey well B s wliesher the
translaton of fime ik space. nd the slow Brogoess Irom 2aurces
ol supply Lo ol enncn Tazoorcs, omglin won hase Tvon atn Joapur-
Lint Bt s piving Pl owegln of loagie toole eevecption al e
glave tracle s= reachiogg Sac idn L imterinr

Acsonrce o dnlorien o e proseiienge ot <beoes wlheh has
rereained atmos el wmespl el Bs e onoldoo aloal <aving
in Actroea sl o Dahomey, for exampte, a kinglom on the (imnea
el ow Tl catort Tl Toven s el W heolabe, =g Lo ples b
tlac i etor, ELe anzzual Mot |.II|L|i|t|.'|1 biauqply il =bve deilers.
Theee are b becltiors eeceee Ahese peaeho ke @ened s
midlillernan for traders farher ianeds thew wores e Fact, wvemled
by the me=chamie Flle sl o G Flames, sivee the emeanger e Freeir
kimsrclom was himsel T Tane game, The pocples el e Ahe Ha-
ket Tived v Carelwer T iTie conan <hana 2000 eniles, selote nonst
ol et st o Eevmsc rene Ty e e Tenles tan the va-b amd weest,
ralbier lm oo he soriie, wes the 1a-ies [oey, ezl o 1hae K:‘!gﬂ
{0t ed Migeria anel the penele of e seeenl Togabee] are
‘found 19 Apnre miest prominentle moneAive lists uf the sonnual cam
paign:® :

The coazlal area ol e faeld Coazl was oaecenpiol B L Mants
tribe:, who, hessuse af e contrel a7 1Wis strnepis regwe, acted
ag e nldtemen Yo reihes 1o the stoaahn, Yo all eviddienee Tvoim Coeng-

smieable soecienls ot e e marx AxTapn-Alm Tantt '|||'|-:_'|_' [,
mames ol Cortivs aned day momecsin Bre e Warti] gire wendenge it
the gearces o] the <laves exporten] by the Fimti were in greatest peo-
portion within the present boundaries of the Gold Caazt colony. This
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i uite 31 accntdance with the papdlation resctress of the coastal
belt. The oumsrous villages, and the presence of cties of consuler-
zhle size all through the area, suggest that the conception of an
Afrira depopulated by 1he glave frade, withoul the tambers seeea-
gary 0 Suppoct adrain that is ea e hpared i the milliong, seapds in
need ubalrastic Tevinit,

Seneval aml the (Goinea roast are two of the foor proincipa) areas
wirntiened i cnerempeeny weitings, The repions ahout the enauth
el the Nigor, maced Bnany and Calahar m e documents, and the
Caonger are tl ather twe, and it may be profitable to ostline the
sitiation wit®k respect to the potencialities of the hinterland which
was explred for slaves dhere, and the nature of such Iistorical
fais 4% are avnilalle abont the slzve {rade in these arcas. The Miger
Toelea is o tevming hive, it lowy marshy plans censely inhalned by
proups which, like thoce m the craatry v Twhind e are small
and amtonomows and s, Solitically, in contrast to thoese larger
erzrilics, which we term kinpdoms and empices, af the nther parts
of the slaviopr area. In this hinterland it was proup apainst proop.
ate] kulnaping was probably more cuslnmaey ap anywhere elge,
thonagh the aral tradition of ohe care taben by mothers to guared
theic chibdren Erume onsepervized contact with stranpers heard every-
where in West Adeica a e grse af Tolk eales wa anpeess chib]ren
with the iasger of leaving the familial compound ame cloquent of
the lears enpencdersd by the slavers im all the vast region.

Earpe ounders nf alaves were shipped Eroe the Miger Delta
ceminn, as indicated By the moanifests of ships loadeil a1 Calabar and
B, the powepal perts These were mivnly Thee slaves ropresent.
ing a yenple winel today inhabits a large portion of this region
Their temilency b despwondency, neted In many pacts of the Hew
World, atal a traditien nf sgicide as 2 way e o Gifficghic: hag
often been remarsed, as for examepte, in Hastt where the old sayeng
"fhis perd” cor” o oo The Tbo hanp themselves™ 15 still corrent
Thee this attionde towand [ile is 201 well tevopnized prmnng the Tho
in Africa was corrnhoratzil in the feld recently by Dr. 1. 5. Tlarris®
The gy femleacy was nidiced among the “Calabar™ Megrows—
ann'hcr poneric name For Lo among the slves—in dhe Uyited
States. as i5 indicated by the remark af the kiographer of llency
Tonarens, aht in South Caraling “the freguent suscidee among Cala-
bar slaves indicare the differenl degreed of sensitive gond nddepeaedent
sprcat amanp the various Megro tribes.™®

To the eact of ihe (ross River fie the Camercons and Gaboon,
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which figured little in the slave trade. The worth of these Negroes
was held o be slight, 33 the Jollowing quotation indicates:

The “kingdom of Gaboon,” which straddled the equzoor, was the
worst repubed of all, “1rons 1ence a pood negro was scacrecly ever
brogght. They are purchased se chaply vo e eoast @ 19 wmopl rmany
captains Lo feeiphl wilh them; bul they groccally e cithee un the
[(RTERE T T (R afler 1hemt arrivat an the iabog]s. The ||l.-"|:-i'.'il].' ol “hewr
constitulions 15 a=tomiching” From this it sculd appeac thad mest ol
the so-ralled Gaboons must have been in realicy Fvgares cauehe in the
inland syguatorial fneesds, Bor Hocman, who traded amoenge the Saloons,
merely inveighed against their gacculity, their fodeasion. ther pulli-
Balety and thewr Emwdbess Tur strong diiok, while as ool ddgsique
he abmerveld: "they are noostly bape, rabazl well-shapgeld men '

Faiding to the north or northeast of the {alabar arca was
eendleied unlikely Dy e exdstence of Dbrdwer-nigatidal political
wasees, alel vonsegueanly s locos b U trade Ted oo ilseld. This e
coid diy Fur with 15 dense gpeopling it could export e parmbers 3
did withowt significant reconrse too it ncigbborine werritosies. so
that nere again. where pravemence 15 concerned. rescarch must Took
to trabes well within a belr sicetclung, 25 2 maximom, oot more than
twa oc three bosileed reales [eaee the anase az the ared sceniling
et A0 Fnkidio.

Fear the Cungo, refatively Lotle mEurnution i svailable, We knaw
irom the data concerming two Mew YWorld centers, Ticazil and the
Sca Island: aff the Caraoling Coast, that 1he peoples ~f Anpola
fipured largely in the crade o these arcas. dlany trait: of Congo
relipion and somg fuve beetr eernrderl e eazil® while linpoistic
suevivaly e the Guaila Tsdols, as stwlied Ly e Tursere,? lihawise
show 3 substanial proporion of wonl: from this region. The works
af Fere Dicudonne Hinchen fave dealt marte careiully with the
Coongne slave trade than chose of any other stocdenc of e Riseory of
glaving. auud dus featimney inslicaies 1bal e Conpo, as clses lere,
the glavers werr not compellsd in caoge Tar fean e coast 1In nliam
their supply. The felipwing passage, indeal, reimfurers this hypath-
ceis by the manner in which the case descsibed in the last three
sentences is singled oot for special attentiom:

T.es cavloves cxpnelés son: prineipalcanen? dos Arohundos, des gers de
Mbamba et <t Mlata, et poaar e reste des Negres cha Tt =-Congre actetis
par les Bamdumr oo e Tes Bdeke da Pocl, Chselques-uas le ces esclaves
viennent de fort lon dans intérieur. Le capilzne wigmer Doy rundpre
achiie & Cabinda une Mépresse qua i paradt aswz famelidre geeg los
Blaces, ot du fiesicls qui oe SEmoigne & leur yue ni surprise, ni frayear;
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Trappé de rette cfcurité pew ordinaire, le negriee lut en deenande Ta
cavst. Flie répomd quvelle o vu orécdldonent des Dlancs dans wne aqiee
terre, o be saled sooleve dans eau, ol mon corime oo Coapa ol 1§ o
cacle dans la mcr: o clle agenle &0 nsoncranl o levuil Beses slanards,
1an vl le B T T maer; eller o ELE on chessb, gandd racafa, hoaucoup
obe fuze. e oeir sezoile conlirmer Jes cires ok Dagapur gue parlods des
escbivwss du ':‘-f-;;-::urﬂ|:-i-'|1|{' sont vene gy i E-’:r.l_r'll.'"

A THLsaigns with st e faee ipforadeno s core 3 the lireralure. Tt
ciwry trcst easily b wtilized for cur puegeoes (f the gxcellog grabal
niays of e n-;|g_'ian r__.I_ITIi_?\I'H'J mewe aeyitale are consallerd " Thye
Damilummungn and the Gaicke, Tiving in 1he cegon of Stanley Pacl
ot the upper Legeo, are o bare 200 miles in the incerior. The
Lambaca (tie Mbaca af ¢he citadon] are faund abeoat sow miles
Froass dhe cist; tlee MTarnls, given by Hinchino as Tiving Terween
g Heuth s 147 Foast, are tesday ineloded o e Pastugiaese
coeelomy ef Aneala, and henoe not recosded o the Belpion magps.
Aside from Rinchon's list. annther cloe to Congo ariging 25 had in
the vame ol a people mentioned niwo in Haad, the blayomibe, Ths
tribe lives eirectly Teloend Cabdarln, whach waz che principal slaving
port, and ear wnsl paslerly extezen oont e thak 30 915 73
tiles Troam e cosast
Material painzd durine [l werk further rern forces oo Laepoth-
eels that LTe cnastal arca of West Afreea furnisioed che greater
propertion af che staves. This miormaticn wa: recosded in the
Hauga vily nf Ko, noneerhern Xegecria, where Dy the kindness of
the Eam, il was preasilile tedquery Soeze ald men whic 1hemszelves, ke
thenr Farcleary For cany penezitinas, hacd Boen avperiooe shovoes—
"merchant:,” as they jnasted an Baeng ocalled eclivg with e
Gold Couast, The rouwle chey traveled was some 1800 il Tong, anl
iz stall travesead toclav s ancd every peant on it could e checked with
staedand mmaps, The sistzmee invocved was larpety a matter of cast-
arulowose travel ralser thom soulwardly o fhe ecast @ Kana lies
belweon oo aml ton miles aland}, saee 30 wias nercisary. weee
they pe reveain in Feicodly Fatasa and allied lerzidmy, 0 strike Tar
b the weet biiore mevangs senhward- riherwise Ll'L'_'.. wongle] have
cncoantered] the hestile peuples of Tlahomey and what 15 traday west-
crn Nimeriao [t oiv nok necessary toorepeat here milormataon :I.|rL‘d.L1_'|I'
avadlthle,” except ta inclicaoe ricAy the aperations of <hese men as
they ol serile somzclnng of the aumbers of slaves bBrowpht From this
valalively deep prant o the inderior, That ie slaves were taben to
the Gnld Copst Tor rade witl 1he Asnantt onlye a5 an docideme 10 the
[0 J0r purTpose ;W waas pondds, nae huwman beings, Hine werz the object
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afl their a'tention, and the slawes in 1he enravans were buorden-
beacers, amd henes naly T sale on o the naust sulvanipreous terms.
They weee orver, oy Ear ag these men knew, tricded dbrectly to the
whites, The madber bas deen summanized in the Tellpwg g terms;

- .o Ahougn perhaps six ooz seven Hoasand aleees ledl kaon every prae
Ear Lhie Gold £0uaen, vaa=themls e ebree-dourt b aF tha Aeznoer oehacoed
acarthr as canioers, ke caparity i which ey bk actel dmog the siohe-
ward jorrer, Anel kg we mas suppase that mere tian fve raravans
degrted [rom Karo carh year 0o she <ave made was 3t 163 heght,
ol Hiat o smeatler |1'rr_|'|:-r_:r'.i|_'|11 cf wlaves 1han Faar pamest were reburaecd
a5 carriers of mertandiee, cven tien g punber whe areeived ot the
onasial facoaries 2owi] cfasriinee Dl a Bracte ol fhe enonmans num-
bers ol slaven waemn e cevard 1ells us were shaged oo Gald Coast
procrs, 1

Let us permit tie questscn of provemence. as 1 hears oo the dis-
tance in the anbceaar Eecas whach sloves wore TenggTe, 19 1es0 at olos
point. “Ulie presemn status of oot knowledge percits s ondy 1o indi-
cate thit A rewteesngaliom o peevadling Sopeheses o the cbalees of
slases hzongld oo fomerisa deriving Tromn vt aliatanees bl s
nevessacy. Aopalilication e, lesvever, T necde explicn ane
emphztic, for, 3z 00 ather poinis 3l which cesearch tenrls 10 con-
travene the accepied “mvthalegy,”™ an exaepbion axen wooteerpneied
as an azzertitn made. Elonce s bs mecessary here o srale dneipwiy-
ncally Lat m foscring desivacien Tram ecazial cnibes Eng e majuor
proctian af gl slawis i s med mtrwled e oeeneew i e gloves
s ararm chsinn peimes el ot oeven Frmoe Fase Afswca, Siee
noalembieadly raveledd great disimaze s - e case cited by TeEnchaon 1
ta the poenl-=scen Ly demamal, pacievbely poothe Yarer davs of che
elave trade, mst hxve been s prear that x cerlain namber ¢i cap-
tives wers brawplt coenr e decp imerior The poare an izsue 35 5ol
whethier any slaves were derived 17em Far mlumnl, bor whether
encep o of them could Tave veen brought Trom thwse loralities to (ha
Ieew World o plage the stamp of cieir laibal onalems o Mew
World behavior; whether, that s, these exteasinns af the rrade in.
lam] arwe R:igl'lil_ll.":'l.l'ﬁ T el FIII-!']}' af Afvican sarvivals o the United
Matcs amel vlsewherr e e MNew Wodlkl Tooanseer sz guestion
weer shall recd Leoamticipaee eilningzaghie maresusls b be ven Tacer;
but o may lieee " shabes] thal survicals of 1he krown cuzierss ot
such imterior peeples are przclically aomexsstent in the Aoesivas
even wheee, and especialiy wheee, che most precesely kacalized feoicam
traits have hees catried over. This means that, as we lurn agaim 1w
the dodiments, we oy ovaluate our hiedisga without mispivings
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abomt whether or not peints of shipmment may b taken o be sigmfi-
cant vf poants of tribal origin.

k:

Defore mansidering rosh ddata, ot ws examine some of the site
ments toade nps sfuve derivaticna. The face L7 B, Phillps, autsiand-
it ws an historian uf Severy, detomstzates hancicaps under which
the historian labors when he is nat inoa pusition te centns the eth-
nography and gecpraphy ol Adnica as well as he does hiz decuments
To ilesteate chas, an wncident nthesto unirecorded may ke sec down.
I ilisenssing ghe probdem of Afrizan tribal diztobotion, Fhillips, a
Few wears apn, jwserd the Ballowing question: "Hawve wou, @ gour
Gueld watk n West Adcoicn, ever vweoamtererd b penple ofm unm-
ticoned o the lceesnoare, the Fantynes? S0 warned b been the man.
nee af writing tribal names that the metsoaloes technigue ng this
historian did net pernnd Rim to deduce chet the Fantmes of 1he
dvcimmems ad the great IFant trile of the present-day Ged? Cnasl
wopme wli ndickl, acnl thac teese people, whe aumber eonsideraly rmore
than 2 stillion soula, weze indoe e people veand o e slavers”
tepatts When e auswer wive graveny, the reachion of thix scholar was
primacily vne of pleasure a1 having Analiy arreved at the wolution w
a problem tha, as be stated at the ume, hacd long troubled hio.

Morwithatanding *hiz, Phillips was essemtially correet in his as-
5.|,111'.|_'|'Ii||1'. nm ]'|rl'l-l.-['1|.i.l. e, B I'|'||'|1:||E:'|'| Tie 9N I‘-ﬂlr'l'l'[!rl:'.lr‘-:! 1 e loioea
the poterned concepdion of the wide exmpe of uperations in Africa
itzelf. Foc if chiz conception caased him b write:

The vaffles vonze Teorn cisbaness rangizng 1ooa Thawsainud =nlex oo mere,
ent rivers andd ks wlwese skore gnrls the Fosogean ioarhers coalil see
Taag cbivl went Soel dnwitive, . The swarn g twir shops was parkoalarly
great 1 e Guli of Gioeea upen wliose shores the vagt [ansslaped
higterlangd poursd P esiles amang convergicg Tines . A1

T sl n;'|||‘:-r'rl:"|| TLHY Ajtres il crergl eribes in g'i';irlg the svalua-
tivne of 1l planters on variees types of slaves they distinguished,
and properly described the principal amea ai shipmene in stating that

The ebachets most Tesguenoe] by the Foglish and Amwsan sepacate
fradess Lay can vl pread maddor stretcles nE the cmsl Swrra Leone,
¢he Graim Camst CEerizd, the [vore, Geld and Slave Coasts, tie D
Bivers as the Miges Thwia was ther cal'ol, Cameroon, Gaboon and
I.rlilngl’.l e

Acting om a bagic principle of his rescarch—a principle that is of
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the soundezt—that for purposcs of the study of slavery fhe WWeat
Indies and the Caired Mcates szuasl he eviceso loaenl 3 naae, Lig dedails
the -:uh:gnrifr: af wlaves rm_‘l,:-g_il,i.r.-l_'d Ml Jil,:ll:LiI.i-l:i| an] #lsewhers in the
arcd, ThHe tiamazes of these slave types are tribab oc place games, all of
which are w0 be {vund on possent-day maps of Adows if ong knows
wheee to fook and has sutficient decailed knowledgs of tle peogcaphy
i Africa o fardiate equating tae nomenclature of the period—
Scnegalese, Cornmatees, Wliydals, Napees, Pawpaws, Lboes, Mo-
coe, Compors, Aagalas, Gambia {Mandingoes 1, Calahar—with that
now awxedy Phillips andicied tee tvpees od Nepiews advesnised as fugi-
tives Trom che Famalca workhouse, in the Eallowing paszapge:

Iv wonled eopgar that the Conpees, Angnlns amd Ehoes were cspecialiy
prizsd Boorum awily, S peciags pahicularly cssy do eaptoce wien fugi-
tiee, Tor BN £l I-|'|.|!"| mative A Trwao- wleertined s Tulkiw iy s in the
Jama.il:n. wirrklinses 1w 1Ry Uiere wuere 2R Eloes ol 2lecoca. By
Crmzos aval =a0 Aupnlays ae companeml with tns Minulingoes, Go Chamlas
(Erom Serra Leese:, o Commarters, §7 Waenes arel Pawnaws, aesd
30 scaresing, &ong w4 wHal 21 s Ametican-boca pepgroes ansd
muolaitoes, awl 157 onclassifed '

Ciher citations which andicate beieer Eposele]ge 1han might e
thought of the Te<ale of slaving nooe glse be gted, Tackets —wilh
proner qualingation in regacd e the “thousand-mile” hypothes) s—
tnler the beading “Scorces of Amerecan Slaves’ gives the fol-
Toseing .

Boughly spenking, the six jo 1w e millian Xegmg slave: hoogght o
America came fcom (hat jart of Fe West Coast of Admica breowreen the
SETH:ETIJ amgl e Cempro mivers, Trowe enoagrh dhese Wl 4 nast slave
markets £id in oo ohtam sine slaves S-um Bar i e ivlericr of the
eontizneil, Tail Ahe privsipal martsels were aboot the moocls of the
Sencpal, Ganlia. Kiger and Cango. and the ma,oricy of the biacks were
elaibed Trom oz West Coagt regon,'’

The absence in this pazrapre of any mention of the Gald Ceast, “Slaye”
Coast (Dabomey and Torol, or western Mageria is noteworthy, wet
dezpaie these omission: be reazons cogently regarding dhe population
resources of s avea, amd the weonomic advanbages v opeeanion
from ar, (heagh again he accepds explasacions for e densiy
termsz which, o say 1he least, are open to debate:

Il=re wasz e Eooalisr closest to America, the one warl the dengest
pepatation {nwre than half e tolal population of Africe was lucared
in this wesiven squalonal zone), with che inhabilants consisting Largely
of the more passive inland prople driven to the coast by inkum (ribes
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::x[mu!ihp; 1.-El'.l|.':|.r|'|:= l:]u: 5EAL, Tl'li.'s i lel ;||:|-;]. '|1:'|.-:'i|-1r_ -;]i.i]'rnxili-:_m wai -
Jumweeel Ly the tropical climate anel excessive homidity of the coma??

Eruter giw:g the convenlinpal statenent:

The Begrae: brcupht 10 America wers it the main of YWest Afmcan
descent, For the most pars ey were bought or casioeel afong dhe
West Coasl arnd Lo Gainen Meproes wese by Jac 1he more farmcsces,
eoustitwling well pver BEy por cotn of e il Senporianie, Bor the
alawes seenTed iIIl.'I1!J; 1the Gruinep Coasl wee |:|}I wgr ey 2l ol Foeal
-:_:-rigin. 'T'hi:':r wese 'ri.".||:|:we'n'..a'.i1.'r5 of nunsy 1l ITq_"rmt 1ri|'|:'|'| ulemr k- [reim
many yetes of the coninent The slave teaily extended far into e
imterior of the conlinent anc 1he slive coffes came by siver amd Torest
palh omctme:s jor @ thousand and mote anies to the maskets on the
ooase

Park Kkewise aocepts the customaty paint of view:

The preal makess Eor slaves in Adrica weee ol Lhe Woeal ol Tt
t|'||: o eTive tm:.l'r. e laek Trorn bl ceast tar oo A arderos af I:Fu:
cancinent, and a1 |'_||'r|'|'-|-:-'=. nl Lentral Slrca sontrlaabed 2o che sleezng of
onf.arced {'mil:r.'lllg'-n e e Bowe Wl =0

Weatherford and Jolinana, whe discuss ehe problem nf Xeprn oe-
Eins on tse Basis of ol kst oo eotitemorier sonres kb a0 pusi-
tien somewkit moer m aecenl with the Jacis. The cuneeplion af the
“thovsand-mile™ trek v the cuast ey appuars inarmew hat cenbaced
form—roo mniles:

This slaves Loobgell re Avsecici sanie alnssl eackisively [least L wese
coast, The Bnpgiish brouphe captives Ermma tbe Sooegal and Ganloa
rivers, frum the Gold Coaamr, slve ooase, aml oeven G owoooth s
Angala. Tir Thateh had Toris on ahe Soeld Gosst, al in 1 capiacesd
th= T\"arrugul's: tarte pt ,-'\ng:_l!a, ahore 1_|1r,=_'.r J_r_',|1|1|:n'r| maTy slgvey. The
Feench kad Tar Lowis at the moueth at 1he Sepepral river, and edher
Ezatn zcarteses down the west eoast, Anttony Lenezet. who made B
careiul stody of the slave crade, said thal ihe slaves were repulacly
shipped drony all paints {fvon e Sencpal o Adagola, o cozst o1 nearly
4o abiles. The beart ol 1le erade was ke slve coaar and the Gold
Coast, and ®ehond this o Lerriterey cxlowling iin the incetice ior poo
miles or mare. From this fermtary Senpgaleze Miorces, Maactingees,
Hwas, Fhxes Thios, Kiraoantiz, 1l.-'l.?:.'-:|:.r.at. J-’_l]rlf.*-. Talis, topeher with
reprecerdatives nf many of the imterior Hawus were Troupbn o
America i

Tr 15 Tt 1||'|'Hi.||f|f Ters ke rr]'.rlj:-:']l_n"l:- the defail in whiel Sie ]-[:erj.'
H. Johnston indicates 1ribal omigios, b the yvery richmess ol his
supgestions, arising cut of his acquaintance with the Alnicn scene
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fiseli, reinforees the point already made of the importance of a
proper hackground oy sepdying provenietce™ Of inrerest Dere is
his stalemerd Huat, of the languspge of {he Sea T2land Megroes off
the Caruling am] Georgia coast, "'the Tew words | lave seen an prant
appear w be vf Yoruban steck or from the Miger Delta '3

¥

Frecent data Jurnished by students of slaving and slavery give the
lListarian Ear hetter minzmetion gn all aspects of the teade than has
hitherto bern asailable This is net 40 sy that the resouarces, whether
arcaival vr af she earlier poblished works, have bees expbnited o
the depree grassible; for example, the wortks of French and Belgian
siuddents of the slave eraffic, particelariy as regaeds the trade ont of
the port of INanles, seom oo lave becn emticely ignored. OF these,
one can cike e wnlypes nf Kimehen, already mentioned in another
connertinn, or of Gasior-Mariin ™ wherein many aspeclz nf slavery,
mrdinarily sehicet to specolation, are treated with a swealéh af fresh
infurmation. The imperiance of Bincoa's earlier wock has already
Leen indicated; Tus most resens volome presents, amonp other mat-
Lotd, e orioss precige dara that have as ser voen brought te light on
the propenLicm af slaves sfipgeed o the Hew World who lost their
lives in the hivards of the “wtildie passage.” o giving abatracts of
thie manifests of shipping ot w1 Wantes, 1log auther fodes o sear-
thinely fow percentage i loxses. as comparard with préviaus ezt
raes. ™ I'pr he shows that, betweer, 1748 and 1782, 340 slavers
ot 46,790 slaves, and disposed of 127033 The difference,
Loy 66 oF 13 per cont. would indicate chat 1he losses {rom ail causes
during soipsent—aml # by nooaeans follows that these were deaths
= ware mech secaller than Tias Been lhnught.“

This Tailure tu go o svurces ix especially difficult o ndersland
the caze of the West Indivs—-a region that, gz has lang heen recop-
nized, taok its slaves from the same Tocaltties of Adrica as did the
Linited Staces, and chat, indesd, for many siaves served as an ac-
#lichalizing ground foe Negroes resold to the mainland. The mast
precise infurmation as 4o the sonrees of slaves s the Wirgin [slands,
between 1772 aml 1775, is contained o2 eeport of the inspector
mpeneral of the Muravign Blissiens, O G AL Oldendnrp™ A man
wha lved before the scistice ni ethoolagy wad kanwi, or such a
subjecs as apglied amthropolapy was deested ol e produced a
model report which goes fac in omabliag the student of today o
understand why Afncanisms bave been forced 590 desply vnder-



44 Trr Mvre oF THE Mepcwe FPasr

ground in the life of |hese islands, when their inhabatants are com-
pared in 1he Megroes in ather parly af the Aabilles. For i thiz rarcly
cileld work, we find what 2 mon coold digenver when he queried
"aal-waler' slaves—ihose born in Afcica-—and askel thew heis
places of biech, the namnes of eir tribes and the peoples bordering
on the arcas their nwn groups cocupicd, the names of theic relers,
thedr gods, aard varioz words feom their wncabularies. The harvest
for the student of Hew Waorld Nopra arigins whe ases tlas Tank is,
as rmght ke imagined. 4 oich one—-s0 fach thal anly nieee referers
can here be made to itz contents, So accuraie i the repurting that
almral evety Aribal mame CAdendarp gives can be found on present-
day maps of Africa—an accuracy thac iz doubly assured when we
find thal T correctly distinpueshes sweh confusing tribal desipna-
tions as Mardingy (Senegald smel Momudongen (Canges Tasioy,
Flartsinck and Stedman. woting of Crotch Guians ™ or Morean e
=t Méry and Charlevoix and Pere Labat > repocting oo the French
Woest ladies, nr Blonk [ewis amd Drvan Edwands for Jamaica,®®
have likewise Teen far too little emploved. OF che many significant
watks writlem by those aclive m fhe slaive grade, Boscan and Sacl-
grave™ are almost exelusively eneconlered. Drantz Bayer's Capras
Conod ¥ popularized throwgh a recent reprint. is zometimes used. bt
willnul any appaienl eedizalinn {har e gase 32 ad plinormal one,
since Lanot was a skaver whe operated during che lase veacs of the
trade, when 411 (e accenteated vicieeness of an ortlawed braffe
would T cxpectied 10 apecar.

The mast peecise information on the African sources of slaves
hroaghl 1o the il Slaees s to b fnoend i the dorcmenis puh-
lished amd apalyzed by Miss ITlhizaketh Donnan*® Iere, in com-
vetnent eormnpass, bas boen assembled infermation af speczl sigmfi-
canee to the students oF the fealde a5 8 afected the United Stades;
a samehing zo extensive that it os doube Ful whether data from cloer
cellections, Exglizh or otherwise—LUese volutnes deal exelosnively
with Britizh slaving operations—an do mare 1than fill in details of
the pictnre she oullines, Egpecially dcpurrtant are (he abstracts af
mantfests of slaving resscls landing cargoes in potts nf contisen:al
Trnded Stades. Siawce unly row tmaserials are given, it is necessary fur
anle Wl fases this wark to catnpaale tacals and atalyze rlwdata slacis-
tically, but once this 15 done. a remarkab?y clear sdea is had of the
degrt:e i which the warieiis parls nt AErirg were rleiwn LLiesn Ear
human materials. Soch an snalysis discloces chat those portinns of
West Africa named in this chapter as the regions where the fore-
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runners of survivals are {0 be sooght are menlioned m greacest
PUOTTIALICE,

These documents indicatz the large differcnce o immediate
sources of slaves broupht to the rorthera ealonies in the carlicr days
af the trade, an the noe hand, @l of those ingeoried Dol 1be som born
gtates. Phillips bas eemmarked it the magoray of fthe Negross
Lrvught 1o e nosth were tmoported from the $est Indies;

Tn the Bortlern coloaies at Lirge the slaves impucted were mare frse
:ralf:,' Arawa Frem the Wedg [ndwes than threctly frivm .’L{".J:H.,ITHE
THELITAS e 5{"..'u1':-|.|. 5m:||l '|:-;_|.r|.'-.'|:i_ |:||".‘.+'|: suih‘rl ki 11“- retadl :ll."rn:l.l:l-;].I
might be droupght mors erehzably from the supar sslands whither foow
Lrogland, Mew York and Fenrsylvama ships were Trequenddy plying
than Ttom Laninea wherce fpeniat vorvames Akl be made, Famidliacity
wilh The Enplah Janguepe ond e radaveals G civikization at the ouisce
wWETe Mty el ety masters than mothe rwners ol pliataion
gangs who Tal s ol breakmg in Tresh ATrweans by oalepoaty, Rot
mas ImTaTiart =i al =2 ul.j-:'ﬂ'.rn m the Wred Tmelios weraald lagsen 1he
sheck nf aecEmaizalion, seves -e:lllill.l;.-:ll lasfer 1he ksl circomstanees.
The rumber of negrne: who disd frora it was prelably noy smal?, and
b Blorse w ln surviver] e were theapiwsia bl aoad bedrickiion witly cach
peeurrence of wiqeer.

Thic siatemem 38 entitely orne noe by Miss Dennan'’s hgores. for
o the 4551 slaves rorgived im0 Mew York and Resw Jerwry pores
hetwern r7eg and 7, emly 030 were naive ARisans” The small
niuhets od slayes i cach carme—ihe reiail’ aspect of the trade ta
the tvortli- s ikewine shawn in gl Tew creliled us e alop, atore
thaw ten per vesscl being dhe execption. and the Jarge majoriy of
manifests lishing bt e or three, Fhis redwl™ najore of slaving
cperations o the arth, Taechermore, 4 s facler of some cossc-
quence in assessing differential rates of acculluration te Enropean
!'n.;|t1|_'rnq H5 '|'||'11'.'|'¢'r| et lern acnl :-.-:_'-|_11||-q_'r:|. 'f"-:l'g'rrﬂ".*. 5.i1'u1_' 'Ihe |‘:-'|'|-
protunilies Loz leamning Iinoapean ways were far greater for these
nutthern Megroes than For sbaves sene o the plantationg ef the Soatl,
cr for thae in 1hs Weal bnddics wha vl cvcn more remote T1om
white contact.

Foom the poime af view af the Alnican gprovenrence of nerthern
wegroes. the manifestz tell us Iette cven where 2 shipmeat came
direct, since the entry, ™voast of AFrica,™ 1= the one most Trequently
sl i :u:'Jrrlt‘:I!'l'l:il:l_g whitel, inddvel, ermdrises ir|IL"r{'e-:!ir|;_r|[_1_.' with the
specific names of the West [ndian ports where the slaves were pro-
cored. What 15 important in the documents irom the northern states
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are the letters af the slavers, who in reparts oo thelr cwaers mendion
the puorts and the triles which have been jodualed a5 the sourse of
Mew World slaves. Thus Captain Peleg Clarke, woting from "Cape
Coast Keoade" in the GOold Coast to John Fletcher under date of
A Jely, 1778, savs

D' S, Lo say Tormer letoers Fr Coapt'ns Lold, Seokth aod oiheres, T
Fully informed yor in what manner I Tad disposed of my Carpgo, and
Lime a,g'r:-l;:'-;[ an far QiLrment was the middle pf J"I'.I:I“l. A !l_'.:t:|'||:r11:|_"| (1]
ket ar Barhadees th MNovr aed 1 Shauld parchase Aboul 375 Slaees, T
now add that Trade has been entirely Stop'd for this & Weeks pazs'd,
'Dwirlg i TI‘II':' '|:|:|irf ul 1l |rEl.'|'_.‘:'|E' il p:i1i|; bk .n;.;:li.nr:! I:'||.-e;' -‘:'LHHI.'IFIII‘II:'I.'.S
o YWarr, aaed are ot yer eecorned, but chere is no Likelyloods of canaeinge
to lLattle as the Asshanires is returned Lack 10 thair Countey again, and
L s ok hxely their wall be aey greeal waeaer o mewele Bar 1l sesom 1o
again, ¢as the Chiciess of cur trade comes Uuoogh e Azzhanioes ) 8

There 35 Ell dieameatatern o peose the unity of sources [or the
Mew World Megroea in these aecounts, particularly in instrueniong
1 the captains ol slaving wessels as to ports of call o dispuse of
Eheie cargnes, awl m e coporrs of these smen balling aoF e pores at
which they were o call or actoally had called. Thus Samuwe] Walde,
ef Rastan, om Macch 12, 1734, hamleal these insteuctions toe Captain
Samuel Rhades, in command of Walde's slnop A Friee

Tod will T o Judpe o what ey b maost EBor omy Toerase, so T oshall
entacely canfide that Yau'll act accordngly in che Peechase of Mepros,
ol [hast ot any other the prvducs of that Country with whizh You'll
&4 sordd & {aessikle make your Beowrn to me either by way ul Lhe Wesd
Indigs or Virginiz where Yool sefl Your Slaves either for Uold Silver
ar g-::-cl-cl Eitle af Foxeli's, . . C TL Yowr i.:u:-n'.ir:l_r' Fremo off tae Cuist with
Slaves will bring e rewards Winter or laee in the Fall belore oo can
resch "l.-rirj_:h'.ia iT witl |'-|? |:-e:5|: ki rn Fosr I;|'-|:' "r‘.-rq'xl: ]'mh'.i{'s wh:n: |:|_'!.I I:r_:ring
rrove ot leas the Islands You ey protably do Leleer than by selling an
Virginia, . . ¥

The abstracts of ships' manifests which 2ccount for slaves im-
perted inte the southern colenies pive rmoch exact information 2boot
Elae African vegaonms whers theic cargaes were procared, As s o b
anticipated from the comparizon of direct trading between Africa
ard notthern and southern parts, the proporlion of slaves reimported
Feots the West Iadies drops sharply. A dabulalina af el rasw data
found in the mamifests reconled from Virginia betwesn the yrears
1770 and 1760 gives the Following resulis ¥
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Source of origin given aa tAfeat oL Ll Ll ... oL SE4
fiambia |f|.1'|rl-u|‘.|r.g ReEigal and Garme] L e, K BET
Oines " DI st s el led 2 Gold Doasl, Cabée

crrsn Ca-rle 13azule Bpree LE arel . andd Woimibward Ceaql]l R,717

Culabar 0td Catobae, New Latalar ared Buesing! . . 0,114
Angala. e s L. e 50800
}.!a.d.:,gas.-:ar ........... .. .. . . 1,011
Slaver breapbl dwe Ay dro Res . A L
Alaves imgered Diea: one Wean [das T
Sl Mo vidber Pl o= gl M b e e e J]7a
L E = |

It is 10 e observed that in addicion ta ships indwated as arriving
from “Afrca”—whizh gives oo chine ab all 2 b provcnenoe exoet
in s iar as we winl 1o LTIV ECTEE ditern 'i|:r|'||||rl:":Li-:.-r| [rom 1hal con-
l:inf'rll woitke e W oa Tarliam '.r:|.||{'—|:'|1|_' Tl'gilu:lr: LTt ﬁgurt FELNAL
'|1r|:-n|'ir||'1:t|_-.' High ”l:_rllil'lt'illn 1'.-'|ﬁ|_'|1 myans I:|'||' LT LA N HEN al Alrica
frome the Tvary A70ast 1o westere Nigeria, Calabar, wivel ropresents
the Mimer Tela reguon. Angala, o e area a~out the lower Ceng,
and ¢he Cazilea,

Fle shipmens Brean Madagasear are nf zome interest. i only be-
cazir ey indicate what stnall proportioo af the slarves were drawn
Ernm potes inher tham ibose ]-,ing i the rogiems goea as the prin-
|;|]1.|.| poeplers ol s "'“-""t; l.'“'|:-|."r.:]1|.||r|~\. Thesrr 1,001 2laves ool 0t a,=0q
|‘_|r-.1|,|h|1l; bev %4 1TL|11 szl e vl e spen _.|:|.||:r1|:| thy a7y laded s
coming Trom Mogmlpepae ancd Tost Africn el of 87,70 tmported
min Souta Carehna—nee-ely underscore the points male a5 to
provemence and imdicate bow relatevely slisht che exceptions were,
Rlore impesiantle. sueh fignres show Tew [t basis exists Bor the
widezpoul idve thal Boew YWorll Megroes repre<ent a sampling of
the propmladione nf (v enire Adeican continent. Y atzona other docg-
memts malee this peing—one 0f e sansl sceiking s the Tallowing
decizion harded duswn by el genesal ecart of Marylaul .

Wepree Mary v The Vestow of Williums aoe? M ary's 1%arsh.
Vet 1, Tt 3 [la. & A'Elen so0
Petitian [or Erecitone [T was admodted the peozioner was Jeseendod Erom
nepoa Mgy, Dopricecsd manky yeals age ko tis contry Doso Sladagas-
Car, :l.n-:| thies |'||.|I.-:.-'\.Ii.|:-|1 WA, wletiver st woan oaditled 10 b fTel'rI-;;:n.

It wis comteaebed Vit Rlabapnscar waa ool a place Toom whieh sSaves
werg broapht, and lad the act of t703 relwol ondy e shoves beonghe
im the wsual consse o the traele. On t|lt' pther side, if was contended, that
the [y prn'.'inrr“r. [ :".1.'|-:I.'|§;.a==raf nake WAT npm e akasr jor slaves
and plnaders and they @rry on the slase fracde with Frrppegns

Per. Cwr. Madagascar brang a countey where ke slave trade is prae-
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beed, amd thas beitg & countey wheee 3t g doleraned, it s imcombent on

the Flr1i1i-:_:-11 41 shewe her aneozslior was Tree o bae owh coudltry to cotitls
her to Frecdom b

In wiew ¢ all avai®ah®e Apggres, il s understandable how MNepro
Mary came 1o base her hope of frecdnms on the fazd that zhe, nf
Malagisy descrat, wis 1o Ty exemptal [rom bandage becavse her
enslaved ancestress had been taben from a country outside ! lh-: TETH]
cownse ~f the trade

The slaves imporiad imn South Carolima between 174z and 1085
as hzled Ly Bliss Dnanan, wihen tahulated, show theos to 1ave heen
eriver] Froeo the Tolliwang Adrican sources **

O TR e T L T . q 196

From the Lawrl-a Lo haerra Ll.'uuc e e e e Lzt

Sierca Lagoe, 7 LEH

Lirweria and Lke In:!r'- t-u:-l--l I"t e 'Iar 1A ‘.-'J.l:-l ] . 051

e Degsl™ J4 el - T 8l g, . . Phrgin

Ampela .. . L. L. e e IT.3H5

Coneme., .. .. o0 ... . L. .. FE N U X1

Muezimbigee e e e . e e 2l
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[mywcie] Toeen Al . . .. . .. . I3 P0G
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Tt wanld Tie aF interest Twecther 1o decoment tre amgins ol e
varws primps ob New AW nrld Negerews withoeemparahile fpores
irom the Yese Tnefies and South Americn, but Tae less S Tor 1hese
regions Lave been made avaclable 2han B the Dol Siakes, Sach
as da exict, hoever, supeort e asaomiprion of esaemnal unily sseed
in these papes. Rinchon's materials for the Frenche YWest Indies
hame bt of ovigin oF cazpoes anly in teris of U Hesemal 't
"o, AR ola" anad Ijl-{{l.i"lll'lr.lt_u{'l“ teresph Nipuees +ven anm
unirh L':i'.llgrl:ries clin et r !!'.|.||5:-.:-rlli11hr ala m t:l‘l-".'..l.'ing 1h=l -::-rﬂ:.- 17 aul
of the 0,303 cargeass lishal For the veacs 1713 to 1902 @nne from
Fast Africg Chwe interesting peind 15 che small rumber of Senegalese
shipnwenes ) which means 1hat a5 far as the West Indian receivers in
THaiti, Martsique, Cavenne, Towidal, Cula, Tuerto Kieo. and
Surirame were aancernd, e vast eajoriee of the slaves thoey
boeghe, from ships owned ard aperated oo of ehe Frencl povt of
mances, were Trom the cesiess Wi lelweet e Dol Coast amd
.|"'|.1'.g'-:'l|.:|.."'.I hlr. _1 Cr Ll IJil."kF'h:lHk, atmeiE af Breish Goiarm, has
sfigche 1he materials b b Foonel e the Bles of the E,_:.:r?-_rm'&n;.l aed
Domgrary frazetle for the veacs 180]-1807. " Thess materials con-
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aist mainly of adveclisements of “new"” Negroes, desipmated as to
Alrican type. When classified aceording 1o the regions given in the
tables of hgures calcolated from Miss Donnan's weorks, they indicate
the same podats oF arigin ™

Wandward Cuaat. . ..o e e e LTS
Cold Laomst. ... L e i i e &, 54
Evirdlalabar]. ..o oo e e e P Bl
T - 1,0
N - 11 1,

In 1780, Stephen Fuller, apent for Jamaica in Lomdon, gublished
(bv crder of the Hoose of Assembly of that eolony) vwo repnris
foa Ahe Uomtmetee of the Hetse whach bad heeo appoandcd 1o ex-
amine inte the alve feade and the irsaoeent of Negroes, Lryan
Edwards, knuwn Jor his Heiery of the Brirch B0 Tedies, wha
gathered the materials, reproduced the accounts of five brokerage
hrms, giving records of the Negroes imported from Africa and sold
by thems, Four of these gave (he sogrces ofF origin of 1heit sles n
such fathion as 10 make tabolation possible. Combined in the fol-
bowrng sable. the foor lists represent shipments for the years 1Mk-
1724 for the first hem, 17821788 for the second. 1779- 1782 for
tha third, and cyE6-1536 far the last; the data themselves, when
tabulated, suppart the position taken here ¥

LT T L Lyt
Toptwrpd] Dapsl e e e e e e 2,k
Casal Sl . o e e e .. 14,332
Annmabes . H, g5
gald Consl™ ... e LHFE]
Tagnand Dl .. Lo 312
L (R %
Thpdah, 3,751
Wige Dl .. e Eo, qreh
2 (3= 1]
Bommyr. e L
Calabzr and Ctd Calabar &,214
Lo T o T [%5
Anpola. . o [I=1 F]

TuLal 3,000

With the principal areas of slaving establisiied, and direct cnse-
parability in terms of the eoltoral background common o Segrues
in alt the New World proved by the documentary evidence, the Anal
sty i diseavering the mose signiticant tribal origing ic greatly
simplified. FFor wee need merely e o those warks, written by men
and wimen whi aurveyed the seete of alavery while iL was at its
hesght an the West Indiea, and ytilize Lthe many Leibal naetea con-
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iained therein—names whick, when located in Africa. are found 10
bie withia ehe cagions jodigared as wse where the mnat infense slaw-
ing was carried na. The Ashardi and Fanei of the Uald Coast. the
former most femyguently fermed Curomzmtesz afeer 3 place name nf
their homeland, are mentioned most often by those whe weoste of
the British possessions, continemnal as welt az invular The Dabormenn
and allied peoples, at times called Wholahs, after the major see-
enas town nf Dahomey. or Fawpaws, from Popo, & town not Ear to
e west, arc especially promsinent o the Vrench o wricings. The
French planters bad little likang for ¢he {Gold Coast slaves, and these
warcely fignre g darean de S0 Bléty™s lisking nf 1eihes represented
in Haiti; in similar mannes, the Duhorneans, whe were the Lavnvite
slaves of the French, wers nat faoncied by the English, a5 iy ta he seen
when we contrast the 14.302 Gobd Coast Negoues inoour Tist of
Jamaica imparts with the 3,012 from Dahomey.

Annther type of slave frequently meationed 1= ethe Mage. This
teem is fascd Enr tha Yoeuha nf western Migeria, whoses lanpueape is
called by thar mame. Hisorical reeords fur these packs nf Latin
Arnerici where pregenlalay Neprn cnslomy bioee bego stadied, {aba
and Braxil, are nut availalle, Tn the case of the latter, they wees
buraed to wipe oot every trace of slavery when the Meproes were
emancipated in that country; and if they exict Jor Coba, ther have
not been published. Dut such data as we bave cstadhish that the Mago
slaves were Javaorites of the Spansh and Postupuese planters; frnm
which it follows that & iz Iogical 1n Bod Yaruban cosinms pres
pondetant in the Adrvican sarvivals repacted fonm fhese conmires,
Freghe real of 13w slaving area, evidomess 0 Abrcamisms are {7ag-
menticy, The Mandinga, Senegalese, and Hausa ol the sobilesect
area b the north hawve Yeit traces o¥ their preseoce, prncpally in
Franl. The vast masses of Congo slaves thao we know were im-
ported have made their smfloenee felt disproporticnately lite, chough
a few tribal names, a fow tribal deiies, some Imgzzzghr alprvivals,
and more afen 1he word “Onmpo”™ el Foare encaumigred.

The mechanism that deteemined survival nf customs amd domef
clature of some AFrican 1ribes in the XNew World, and not arhers,
oy penbahly e connected with the peegraphical spread of the slave
feade wself. In the earlie<l days, Leiore the trade became 2 major
industry, Senegal wac most wnpertant. Yot thowgh in the apgrepate
many slaves were broupght from this region, nar enough feom oy
LTE group came at this carlier p:l!':ln:ld to make possible the establish.
ment of their commen customs in the new honse. As e dessand for
slaves surpassed the humman resources af thig lese densely pepulated
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region, the traders came more and more to scek their goods along
(he Cagisgn cosst, and here meogt of (he slhwing was eaeriad on dyre
ing the last bali of the =ighicenth century, With the ninereenth
centucy, the weipht of the abolinonist movement began fo make 1=
self felt, and when the trade was outlawed, the captaing of slave
weasels had ¢o croise mone widely than hefore. They found the Congo
potls, under Portuguese enntrcl, mose hospieahle ; and this is refleqied
in Mizs Donnan’s work, which on analysis makes it apparent that
slaves were shipped from the Conge in increasing mumbers toward
the latter days of the trafhe T

‘The fact that the slave captains ranged mwnre widely as time
assed, perheps hecanse the difficulies af aappleiog ther deeds on
the Guited ooast ieredsesd aa e dermatds ine slaves bogme goeader,
is likewise shown 1f a recmpitulation be made af the ships sailing
from Mantes. in terms of the Aincan ports where they obtaned

their cargoes :*¥
Yesr Fepvee gl Crezpin of Larps
Sencpal rainra Afipica Mararnbirze
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Fear Kepom of Crépim off Corgd
Seoezil  Curem Aogoly Mozemhinue
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Mot wntdl 19837, cxecept fur ome vear, does the Congo trafhe oxeced
that from the Guinea cvast; but after chis time the French traders
also, because of economic and political reasons that ozed not be pone
into here, turned mereasingly southward. And while not 2 single
Mazambique carpo appears wnkil cF8c afeer that wear (he demand
seethd {n Jelve heen groat ebnetgh in cayse & few ships 10 be sent thers
annually [t oot 1 abseoved, however, that the number 35 too shght
to influcnee apprectably the demography of the New World Negro
ponulatics.

Led g consider anather Eacel of 1he prablem. Tt 33 nod dificnlt to
see that the slave: wlo came late o e New World had 1o accom-
modate themselves o patterns of Nepro behavior established earlier
on the basis of the customs of the tnbes represented during the
middie period of slaving. In Haiti, Congo siaves are said o have
beent miare remslacens than thnse from other parta nf Airica, and
were held i cnceerpe by thnge Negroes whine refused o accept the
glave statos with squanimity, Tradition bas it that when the blacks
rage in revaolt. these Congo slaves were killed in large nombers, sines
it was belt they could not be trusted. Mre, Cruickshank has advanced
a corenl snggeilion:

v Eromn wlmt T hawe leacoed fracm old Megmes | o, it would ap-
praf fhat 1the 1heer o four African Matizns who were brooght here in
presdnminane oomlers imqueserl theie Taoguagee, beliefs, eto, prarthally on
the nthers. 1n cowvrse af time there were mit enangh of the annorily
trabes ga Ao eslate to talee parg in cushoms, dances and the liks, or even
¢ carry o rkhe langoame. There was nobody lele to talk Jo! Children
growwing up heard anciher African languages Ear ofener {han their own
I'_'||-E}' Wil Ayl |.a.1.:h'|‘|=p:! al when lhe:.r =il some of 1hess mother's words
a—wten they “coc couniry,” 86 it was said—and so the lanpuape of the
mitoraey Leahiea, abd much alsa—thomwgh probally never all—died oot d®

Thoupl African survivals in the Tnited Stades are Far Tewer than
im British Coanana, nuaetheless, a similac peocess may well have oper-
ated It might abso be hararded that, in (h& instance of early Sene-
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galete arrivald, whatever was retained of aboriginal costom was
avershadowed by the traditions of the mote gumerous Guainea coasl
regroes ) while a5 Tor [ate-comers such a8 the Comgo Megroes, the
glaves they fovnd were sumecous enauph, and well enocugh estab-
liched, to have translated their modes of behavior—alwavs in =0 far
as Adricuhisme are coneerned, and withoot cefecence to the deyree
af scculluration tor Furopean habits - ~inte comtranity patters.
The indiapraialle survivils in those perts of the Mew World whers
2 considerable degree of Alricas culiure i3 found today in pure
form arc 0o be Lleaced to 3 relatively resericted region ai the area
where slaving was carcied on; this simelifies the problems we st
Face n alrawing up cur base boe for the stucdy of devialion feodn
Afcean tradion, leadeog to the Twa tasks which constitute the sext
gtep in our analyiia. The culuees of the tribes of the arca must first
be dezeribed 3s an 3id to direet compeehension of the Mew Waorld
data, andd this description must e cunpared with poblished accunnts
ol the Negro's coltucal heritage. We must 1hen determing wlether
mitre peneralized aspects of Wese Alrican culluce are b be cis-
sovered. For iF such aspects are held i common both by the dom-
imant tribes and by all the other folk of the entire area from which
slaves were brought. we will be aflprderd further insight into those
more swhile syrvivals wlicl, becawse they represent the decowst
seated aspects of African tradition, have persiseed even where overy
forms ai Alrican behavior znd African coztom have compictely

disappeared.



Chapter 111

THE AFRICAXN CULTURAL HERITAGE

el N P O PR R PR R P mrrkldll-

Judged by references in the lterature, the writers who in the Unided
States hawve must inAuenced conoepls of the Negro's Alocin hentage
are Tillinghazt,” Dowd® znd Weather ford.* But =ince all these went
to the same sources for their African materials, where they did not
draw on the works of cach other, and nene had firsthand contact
with any of the netive peoples, he mentions, their substantial agree-
ment in describing and, what 1= more sigoificaot, in evalugting the
civilizations of Guinea i3 oot surprsing. The unanimity of theic
Beadings is important Far the suppoet it ks afforded the concepts of
aboriginal cultural codowment of the BNepmo presented by any one of
them.

It is of some interest to outtine briefy the materials which they
etnployed. Mnat Crequent aee refetences to what were hut sccondary
sources ever when they were Arst made available, Espeoally useful
to thetn were the several compendiz that wrene written to give ready
acress to the varioos forms of primitive civibizations koown at the
bime they were wrirten, a feat impossible today, with the develap-
ment of scientifc elhnology and its rich and numhercms feld studies,
Citaticns to such works as A, H. Keanc's Man: Past and Present,
Ratzel's .ir{:';."r.lr_'!,l r.'_;l: Ma re.rﬂ'r:lr.l'I itk .4m'||1rr:l|£-'.':u-ngj'.-.' Her Norturs
vilker, I G Brinton's faces end Feopler. and Eliste Reclus'
Errfeerend Geogeaphy, appear apain and agwin, Even pranting the
contemporary usefolness of these works, it is guestionable whether
there sver was justitication for the sigdent of the Negro an the
United States, concerned with the prablem of African background,
to hase hin analysis of the aboriginal enltures nn “'sooirees’ such as
these, Yet the tradiion lingers on, and the failure of more recent
scholars b employ the modern data and the eedtical {ncla at their
disposal 15 lamendable. I the plea 1s entered that these recent sciens
tfic analyses of West Alrican cultures are diffieylt o yse, this i

54
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bit & confeszion of an iwadéruacy which speaks for zelf when
conclusiong are evgloated,

Ilow persistent s the tradition of being content with weell-worn
nhiter dicta may be seen in the lollawing quotation from the most
tecertt ction of Ideubter s pexilnk—a work wherein African baek-
grouml lakes a promisery place in the aeromenc:

The Afrcan Megrecs. represealing i ehey do maty secarate cribal
Ereaapis, liwn 'n.':l.l:'i-e:l:}' r}l:- E L 3 g g [N LR ;-|11.-e! :rl:eri.:l.,..‘:c aricl fu.l:1'|i|_'.' (IR ERTETTS
chiffezing wilely [rom one anesTer The rehalble i are U1 Srogiewen-
131y ; depeoclence must be had inoseme part wpon the f2port: o oiesion-
arics an¢l officials and uman che impressroniscic accounis of ravelers.
These accoutts are of conrse proae 0o eonsiderable degrer of biazed
ceaar, The sientific asd descmbdle Audics are mainly o<al and of
senttanmchiat tnomen] rmbal apstimtige. A Tucther difMeuloy e 1he uesder-
'5I:|1'||'|i.r||-_; ol t:.II!' A fnn:a.n r"-.'-e'L-:'rrl '.'rlTn'i|:|-' rlrg:m'i:u'.l:'illrl resizlis Treant e Fact
that 1l present native Eannly siriesture iz m oy cases bighly diaor-
Fanres threueh fritel incermistars and 35 3 resalt of loteign conbacty
ald missonary activitivae, Creneral statemencs are it corsequences dificult
and subgect to numetons edivadual aed oobal cieeplicns®

Must of this passape 5 skeer nonsense. Denial of most of its assers
tions can be docwmented by reference 1o 1he relevane passages in the
Falloswing seceion, pr o the managraphis ny West Afrca pesvicnasly
ciled ® The wariety of *sex mroorez and macriaee and Taaily cnstons™
in VATnica” (West Africa® can be conziders:] unusially great only
if we are unaware of the enderlying similarities which support local
variations. Preseot native family slructore i not at all “niphly dis-
orpaeized” boer, as a mateer of faer, Tas heen scarcely troached by
Farapean coatace which, hocause af the debolicating effect af the
climate oo whiles, is Tor st aolivodeal 1oakesaen casual n Wkt
Adrica. It v surely unoecessary today 1o orely upon the “impres-
siomstic acoounts of wravelers” fur injurmation concerming Adrican
cusiams. Thae the “scieniific and dependable studies are main!y local
atl nf aomewhat Bmited trital application® shoodd be oo nbstacle to
z schoelar wha wishes 1o aake wse af them. This passaps may thug
be tuken s a enanplaint 1hat ne secent simmary s oag band for shaose
wha are bewildered by teclinical degeripiions of compdex inetitutions
in gocieties whose simplicty has Ionge been wocoitica’ly taken for
grasatod,

Aside [rnm the compendiz mentioned, those wha, like Tillinghast,
Deowd, Weatlerloed, and others o whomt we ace al the rpamient

eing vur ablentian, wite of Afeaea alae leabh heawily on the woarks

of A D. Ellis* Though Ellis bad actudl expéridnce on the Gold
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Cnand and at least viziled the other areas af which he wrote, he 1%
nutarions among Africanists for his uncritical borrowing 1ram ather
authors, The vogue of his volumes has perhaps come {rom their
[ogecal organizatics, fecile acyle of writing. and congenality of .
wwrpeekadion, Teday specialists in o ehe ficld Loll i aulannded and
el Tt pegliplile value---the Jales nf pubdicstion oF his hooks arc
eloruent on this point - the defciencies af bis best work, an the Gald
Cpast trihes. have heen repeatedly pointed oo by such an anthonty
as Rateray. Aoy sendents of e Negro e the United Scates whee
ace oot willig o rlo the reading mecessary o take advancape of
scientific studies marde with mowdern field methedds, has antlnsity
continues undiminizhed. The older travelers' accounts alze are drawn
on in the American attempts o describe West Adrican culture, with
the writings nf Bosmar. Barbot, Neorris, Troyart, and Soelprave’
fipurimg copeafedly Boothe relerenees. Some of the Lest of hese
nlwervers are almast entirely neg]wtcd—Env.-:‘]irh Tre 1T Canlck
Coast. for example, or Burton for Ebomey ® The works of Wisg
Mary limgsley, 2 Victorian lady of much courage and azn excellent
cheeryver. bt whose evaloativns were fur too ofwn infiuenced by
the period in which he Lived, are alzo favored. az are the writings of
Massau, & missionary whase hisses are patent.®

Whale i the case of Tilingkase, af lease, mns1 of the available
spurces of his Lot werg deawn on, an atlempd was made by Tim g
test his conclusions by refecence to the extual consistency of 1he
dota themselves, An acquaiztance with the writings which he and
ntheea like him ciee need not be extensive o show that the cstimales
of African euMure Found in Mese Rooks by ne means always How
froim the fara as prescnted. Claing him ae an example, then, his
EI:'G.‘-IE:I'1I-I"'_.1'I$ :t:."l_].' ht' ﬁ."lrrl]‘ﬂ-&d_ irx 1_1:'_‘!r:'rhihw whither ]!lis cil.ﬂzh"rip!iﬂrlg; ny
Wert African cultsere are walid 1n the hght of modern fndings, We
are told that the West MAdrican:

<o - hwes voder cobndations adverse o the growlh nf oacluserial «f6-
L'irr.l':.'; . . . oun abobdan s nalure's peovison Tor Besd anr od her wants,
that with little cffart they obtain whet iz peefed, o . . Tn the case of
cultivated pronduce, the ferulity of he gal and the chimatic advantages
are such shal wery Jargpe recurns are picldod to sliglt Jabhe®

Mcomally, the chmate of West Africa ia like all tropical clitnates ay
lowr altitudes. Tt permits a oich yield if crops are undistuched, but
crups are &0 eacely wndislurbed thae che hasards of agrooalftute are
far greater than in the temperate zone. The conception of the native
a5 one pampered by nature 15 thas entirely fallagous, The African's
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ability Tor swstained toed, his need to work and worle hard if he 15 o
extract a Jving Erom the sail, hiwe Teen temacked hy all those who
lave made serions firsthand studiee of the Tabar renuirml g main-
tain Jife in the eegion, Should precise testimany e desimed pwailing
the apprarance of 1larris' analyses of the actual number of hoors
spenit in work by the Tbn ™ teforenee may he made to the study by
Iorde® whercin the offoet and plarming invnlved in carrying an
agrictloure amang the Yakd of the repion which Ties at 1he bend of
the west coast are made plain.
Apain, Tillingaast informs ws:

MFrevipos ta che apresreooe of furaopears, the ektreme west coast of
Africa was complotely tselated Erum the outsale world s inhabiants
Ioweel i senleepeed willages Tarel in the Tores?, amal sov@ined o Jense
igﬁ:’.u-.n:rt 1_1:r any |:|I!1'_-q_':' (I{'Fir.ahhf -q:.hji:'-:h' 1|'|.'|n His tl'L‘t‘HHili-&"'H ) I:|'.-PE|:
own savape e Among the forces which have helped in civifize other
peoples Nas hech che stiomulas o efort arising Jeom aewly conceived
wants, quickencrd wnee heaogs o The discevees ol eocood idies,  diest
brought by stianmers. The appearance of Eurnpcans with new and ac-
fracteve commerlities, procluce] a great effect To et them i exrhange
Tur nalive prohoeta, thoosands ol pegroes weee oved 19 wiracaatiad
cxersions, while forcignees taught chem new an:d better metheds of
peochetion Al Hhis, kowever, bas boen sowparatively recrat, and oo
apcs The oopeacs were witlaus such iczitemencs wo nlosire =2

DOnce roce, migstatements wre feoml in alawst every Foe The pihis
lasmphy wdezlying manal ol the asscriinns, a kind nf naive [Dissez-
faire connomics which holds progress te be in some way celated twa
comstant accretion in the cange of wants i imeclediacely apparest.
That walation in wrms ol Tack ol contact Ty sen might he replaced
with land-horne commeree across the Sahara aever scems to have
cceerred to thiz wreter. az it seldom oacoars Ju otbers wlae speak of
the “isplation' af &irica, Yer Trome the earlies] 1zormee the Ashandi,
Eor exarple, acquiced sk clotks from Tunis and Morocoe, which
they unraveled. recdyed and rewies indo prean chicefs’ silk claths, The
“isplaterd villages” spaken of are v many ¢ases popualnlion centers of
considerakle size—[haclan, Nigeria, has some 5000 snhabitanos—
while the denzc forests are 1m many parts nonexistent. seace the [ancd
15 requiterd Lo support ibns pugmlation.

“Thyision nf labnt has peecesdaed hut & wery litle way," ™ we are
told—ihis perhaps kang written with Adam Smith's statement re-
gardiog the importance of this fadtoer in making for econcanie ad-
vancemeent in eitd,
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The romber af Sandicrabisme ol ity fiven <rile i: sosl, and ther
special kil s j|':|.|-::1|.-l}' withlunlel 1eom the compmep teeel. - - Tlese
sl Tulk sxist secchiow o ae jnerslille peagre sugpply o7 wnple-
rornss anil weapons Pven an bie manaal arts wargen are coangelhed 1
doail the dridgery of caleclirs rae mate-al, ez Al Theze Eacts reveal
Row 4 EFCal Was o maie popmlaien wscapos distiaelual toil 5

Here aleo we are cnfronbed svitts aeserinme that arye alireclly con-
teavenesd By oche Eactz As wdl he seen, e lanre comber of spes
cializel rrafre ase nulicarnge of & onrresponding Jegree of divisaen
cl Ll e pegestlior asaumpiz ol the savagie oide as lazy, cllw-
ing his wennwen foocany en e worle oereasasy Tor slisislence, e
Tar remnved Froop ehe e iy of he ses divicion of kher, whici
invatles all Teclile, Than Al wnzeen el apriculiural Likoe™™ 32 it an
expressian of cle funme af e cliviaion of Talaar mdverzal in cumin
sraicties, Leerase or nat. in AfErica the arrnzement makes the msn
renponEille o the realy Sweave work el peegarg the Gelila, and
v i e oot 1Te ligtues taezs of caving for el proaving
ol Tarsesiing hee conges, e propazing fenel, e o magser o
B, the wenzmrmie covitvn o wepnon i Woesl Adsien 1< g, Ie s
wased o che Saet thot e wamien ate traders guiee as mouch as agri-
culiural worse=s el oo teeesinen that sl ey 2ar s leir
a1 Ly o mone o1 e s mseoorkings o owe ol oy or house-
TibZong e woivatiy o vooeeieg 0 Bsnvddos v ol Leany Gaboer
Thie i zeseree] Sonaloe vowens They e stena®ly connsilate leir
slare mo by wopeert al (he Fooesclield ancd the cmomniye ;s e they
are nut Lhe ecpleined creatures gnciiseipline:] faney wombl have them

It is not paessibie here 1oodecail 2 the noscnmeeporns swelhiach char-
aclortee TillimzalosUs Qo cmmtens o Waest Alrican biv, anong them
arxtements cxmounling a sresmtal stiuleouamn of West Adzican
feeutelop s, ety o flee soatem ol poace, sl aliscoce o sogial

moardity ur 1he selin g SR IETIRN ol 1l ||-.-:||J'|' FELY

TSl |_I:||'
tle 'l.l'i.l;"!:l.' h::ll':ll':. el e e L iof tha el Ef'-!ll: '|'||_11'-":-"h anlsecial
hehavior, which, el es b s an bepercane meral sanceion. 1t
contlel fer alewarny Do TR0t zorcas that wver are "Tous™t” and
that cannibaliem war “once practised vniversalle"" Eeolinical devel-
cpient i indicrzed as Leing “ona par wirh e Tow stage alainel
all vl ddiceetion: " —specile selerenee Betbys szl L She Axlud
am] his |:|.3]:|||:'.:|':.-. T "'n.':lll..:ui.-\.l.l-:‘l:l lilws iere ..'.'-:l_inﬁv."ls'l]l_'-:] 'I:u_',.'
slavgler or lwhd a~ =laees” O we Jeaen wf "custems tegulating
property aod persomel relatiopes after o cowde Bazhien,"'™ acother
error Pl mery poasieg o e light of renerar recognoion of the
Adowcan’s legal penioe™ AN these misconceptions are evalapge]
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with a wealth of adjectival embroidery which mabes 1t impossille
for the reader to conceive o the cavilications of 1he fegion a3 any-
thing hul carseamding examples of a [ow stale 0f savagery—a sav-
agery thal. a3 the sathor surnases. is the sowrce of 1he Negro's
assiemed mrsfoency in mastering white cultore i the Caiten] Geates.

Similarly, it is oo prssible, vwen were 1t necessary, fo ote from
the works b those orhers whe hove perpeioated these misintzrpretas
tione of African culture. Fagerply from the wrings oi Dowd, or
W awther Burd, ar ithiees e ob e T-e'llr'l'i'.i.ln:lﬁ. Sarl A whastrace Lle rena-
ginwsreen 08 the praot 2€ view, rpaeiations Tram ewd volanes will be
given. The fizet uf thess bewks, by Meceling wag pablished gy,
arel, like the others, is feozd in mest bibliogrophies of Bouks and
articles dealing with e Mopreoam the Tt Saues

The aoe~! sirzhimge Totare ul e ATnicin gegoe 12 e ow Baes af
goin’ prgmziinn, He fock of imlesizaad aod polincal caopecadisn and
conseraestly tle simnst entice alwewee ol et oand amtional el i
conscioyepe=<: Clis ratler Alan iakslleenmd i1'.|'|'ri-':.".5,r -e":-:||!.'|'i|:|'= the lack
of sne'al syinpating, g Tresruge o2 sivch harlarers tnstitatim= a< gan-
mibalian anel -laver s, the low pastbon of wresan, inefcieney wn 1w ndisg.
Crail arel pcchoniezl ards, the by b ol arone uoeals, redineniary
arr-zeb-e, Ik of race ricle and seli-assersivene=:. and an intelleclusl
arnd seligioas Lo wargedy syvaon pmous wicly letichize: aed sercery @

1 is scarcely meces:ary Lo potot out once mote chat almost every
asscrtion in 1his statement is ioonrrect: indecd. ool rare, cven in
withy an the XNegee, booentste oo o paraprapd: with such a higlh
cunreniratiog ol vrect e thas Tl bnase ;__'l:lli.l'lg ol ChwesE abd Seoneei-
ta, weweld o e potspeetive of the Gl dnee deeacdes ol arl
In=irry. as The staloment concesniog e Comlinenzaey az2ycense” of
the Adlricars [fer an omtstanding, developanent 0f modera art Tas
been the sivady growth of mterear o0 Aqoeem—est Adrican—
wood carving angd nther art Soemee anel e inloence of chese forms
oAy many o3 1he painters of che prezent 1Jay.

Keouter, whise texthock has already been gqocded ag a2 cxnmple
e the manner in which this approack and point of view 265l lves In
etaradar] winks dealing wich the Negra population ol gy Toited
States, will give owr weries it mest recent instanee, The excersd s
irom the sezomd wdition, which, appearing 1mo16:8 can be taken 6o
represent Ahe present position af itz aochor. Sooal Life e West
Mlricy 35 dismassecd i this edition {the carlier nne® wod inln some
detail woneerring Adrican Tamily life in cerata vy pical of what hag
been citerdl in the way nf tasonascpion ], willl the skaferent Hat,
"The family institution [was] never highly developed among the
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West African trihes.” Mn qualificatinn 39 given 1his slatement, as
the atlint procesds tieexplain hinw sch 2 wegk anstiberion could not
but give way undes glavery in fhe Unied States. when it eheoun-
tered the presumally strooper Enrosesn type of fannly.

bare revealing Enr our purpose at the moment. however, 1= the
deseription of 1he pacleris of West Alocan religious lite. As will
Taet ke geon, thie s umesually complex, and representa one of the
mogt snphisticated aspeces af the caltares o thoe reging, Heeanse 1he
{oMowing is taken as authoritatiwe by the large pumbsers of thuse
it has reached, it may be cited at some ength, (o permit & realization
af its Garal elTect:

The religion of the African was, haslceally, a crude and simple demen-
alogy. it beran and ended inoa hekeE i epivies ad e e praclices
dezigued 19 cnurl their Savar and 1o aweicd the ronsequences ol their
displeasore “Uhers wiae a latk of sy and system resalting from the
decencratization and abseoce of anicy in 1he political and sn<ial lide, . . .
Fear waa tle basic elemen: an el religious comiplex af the Megroes, In
Lhe ennclitiang ¢f arimitive exislenoe o the Alrican coviconmene it cowld
2wl wtll bivww bewn cthersise, The Wle al 1he nalive was never safe. Fer-
simal danper was the nncversal Zact of hde There was an alnust com-
plewe lack of vortznl of matasal fucees, The focests il rivers were Tull
ml adinpEercas acisads, and dangesngs ansGo enernes wety u'lwn}".-n- ose
at hiard The insect pestz and the tropcal disvases made the coaditions of
lite Janl amd sz durasion brick To the real dangers wers added an
gbandance of malignane spirits. A ever present Sezc of the rataral and
supernataral enciics was the pormal condicon of daiiy life and pro-
eecLion wias The ever presenl nead. These faci: everywhere jound cx-
preessicne i e sehiginus aned oagieal beliefs amd praciices, The stabe of
relzgions develnpeear vatined conanleralily witl weibal prowps 1o some
erites mylare woeship was elalored 10 the poine where defindee supes-
ERE [araE had 1=pq dEerentizce] to ]:-'ne'xidr nvrr definite :11:-1“:'::5
of life Tn other groups the Tasic Fetichiom was medifed s and com.
haned witl a woeslep o satdze. 1o eertaigy of the policeally more ad-
vanced proups Ancrslor woeship was oan important femenc in the
relipious axmplose But ceerywlere the praceices were discelly desipned
to placate ar coorce the malignant and ivsure to¢ co operasion of the
Bienclicennn powers, Since it wad 1he tanage of the [atter 1o &, 1he caleus
presechare in their case was less importand and was quile commoonly
nepleowl. Magic, both sympathetic wnrl emilarive, was practiced by pri-
vate ndividuals as well as By professional magcianz. Sickness, acodent,
anjury, death, aod cther misloctunes were areridaded o el anfAuenees
exergised by or thraweh some persan, and the effors 22 Tindl the persons
guilir of r.'l:l:'rrixi:u.g +w1] influrnce by an the basis gf the witch tmals
and the acher Bloody religious sacrifices of the African peoples.?®
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A brief analysis of this passape i5 valled for, sitce only in this
way tmay s missiaternents be set forth, Much of what s sad hers,
11 divested af comment and evaluative adjectives, might be regarded
as true in a generalized sense, as, for example, that there are pood
as well as evil forces ot that nature worship obtzins. ¥t words like
"erude' and "sitople," or the emphasis on paivetd, and, above all,
the picture of the jcar-ridden native; the conception of the dangers
af the cavironment, which, it may be said, gives an cxcellent glimpse
ine the imaginings of the armcdiair tcaveler as he decams ofF e
trapicad jungle and 5 denizeos, are far fon the Imnh, Foually
fallacioms are the presumed osglect of the enefoet powers, whose
existenice in the systems = mantioned because o1 the anthor's bedief
in the preoccupation of che native with the foress of ewil, aud the
tanoer in which the role of magic s concoreed. AN these Lleave a
resilae o7 fanpression caleolated to prepare the remler Toe 1he -
capability ni 1the Megro, with a bacegraund of ceadnann such as 1his,
to gy higher and rmeee cesiraingd aapects oF TelieF and ceremiomial-
esm such as he presumably encountered 1o the Mew YWaorld,

F

Today, as in the days of the great ¢raffic in slawes, the tribes hving
in the Reart of the slaving area are the Akan-Ashanb folk of ibe
Gnld Crast, e Dahcmeans, the Yoroha of western Nigera, aod 1he
Bini of eastern Nigeria  Compoaices of many smallee gtonps,
welded thraugl a long procesg of conquest indn mare af lege hotine
geneuus kingdoms, they share mmany (raitd in eominan, Theic num-
bers are large as primitive socoelivs go, and cansequently many prob-
lemns of econom:e, social, and pohitical orgamization most be met if
smooth funetioning is to be achieved. It {allows that complex insei-
tuticns in thase fields are the rule, The ensuing disaussian will wnich
ufsan tinse anpects 0f the culteecs of these Kinmloms wlaeh, german
ko their fusctinoing, have Lees inpitged apen Tl Inge by the cir-
cemetances uf Forogean politieal domimation,

The economic k2, adapted to the suppurt of large papulations,
1= far more intricite than 15 customarily espected o, indeed, foond
amony norditerate {olk. Essentially agricaltural, all these sovicties
maniiest a considerable degree of specialization, from which are
derived the arrangements far the exchange of goods that take the
frrra principally of sated warkers, whesein operaeions are earsied
at wiith the aid af & monetary svston which, ap pee-Fournpeao days,
wan based on the cowry shell to faclitate the expression of walues,
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The cconomic system permrats the production of a substantial swr-
plus over the neods of subsistence, and the supporr of rolers. priests,
and their subordinates. As a resilt, & elass scroetaee has been erecterdl
m this ecanatnic hase that has eended bo engnurage thal disciplined
belizveinr which macks every phase of [ife, Tn D Gehl sl prodoction,
thiy 1,'|i*¢.-:_'5|,:-'|'i:|1|: lakes Lhe Torm ok a pilieTn ni l::|||':-]:||.'r:|.|:5'.'-2 la*as uniler
pespongsibbe Jerection, and such rootwal selfbelp 32 {oard not only
in apricodtural work, ut in the craft pailds, characteristically o=
panized on the basis of kanship. This penivs for organization abzo
mamecsts izelf in the distribotive peocesses. [lere che women play
Ak imporran? pare. Women, who are Eor the mose part the seilers o
the rmarket, setadin theiy paing fne themsches, aften beeconng hoade-
pencdendly wealthy, With their high economde status, they lave lhe-
wise perlecter Jiseiplined grpanizafinus 10 prolect theie inderesls in
the tnatkets These crgamizatinns cncoprise one of the prissey prices
Axing apencivs erices being set on the bgsis of supply and demand,
with ooe conzisderation a1 the cost of transpoeiing poods to macket.

Slzvery haz long ewiseed in the cotire region, and in at least nne
af itz kinpdoms, {ahomey, a kind of plamation system was fosnd
under which an ahsemice cwaeisRip, with the raler as praseipal, de-
twsules] the imease retien f2om the eskates, znd 1hias caeared condi-
by of [alor resesaliling the reglae dhe staves weee he encognier
in the Bew Warlil, Whelzer thia swsdem was the exoeptiosn rather
than the ruie commiol be sauk, For this asgect of the economic order,
as the Arst suppresced ancler Tuwsepean rule, 15 not eazy to docnment
satis{zoiurily, On the whole, slavebohling was of the howschald vari-
iy, with larpe nembers of slaves the property of the chicf, and
important echer ai export goods (to cnable the malers oo obran
guns, puapowder, Muropean doths, and other eommorlitesd oroas
rerigal gands Liae the saerifiecs, requiced almest exchisively v roy-
ally, mn the wnrship of their power ful aucestars ],

The cconomic base of the wooial straciore s most apparent ahen
the role of the relationship proop in the production and distribution
of wealth is considered. Essentially, thiz structure ensprises a2 s
principal elements the polvgynous family: legal tecogniloom nf kins
shag through nne tine. with the somelated side nf varving impor-
(ange—ranging Ernme che anninstidylionalized wontimental relation-
ship with the motrer's Limily in patrilineal Dahomey and among
the Yoruba to the Astands syetem wherein an individual inherits i
pozition an sociely onoche maternal side and hie zpirstoal affiliations
from the Tather; the estended family," 5 well-veengatiaed sti-
tiny which affords a mare restricted relaticnabip prouping than the
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sib {clan1; and finally the sib Hseld, cuoprising laege sombers of
TS whose face-10-[acr can b with mpc]r ather THE T itiefale
ot easual of noarwislent, Gl organizatien tends, in the magosily
ab gases, to Tpllpw the Tines of these kinship procpings. 2ince the
pringipal orcugation s agocoiture. landholdings are conceived in
terms of family rather than sadividoal rghts; aad while, as in all
Primibive societies, a man has the excozive nwnership of the pro-
cuee of whatrver Tamd he wntks, the el 385012 e onoc bis, Asa memn-
et of a relatisioship growp of considerable size, Towever, be i an
assutance nf sappart i ror af zesl Tlas s remcibated Targeely
ta the siabilicy of Ioese secietios, sinee e ecununnic aspect reinfurees
the =acial one an a pecubiasly intimate manser, sl coses e cela-
tionzhip proop 1o held added signifceace for its members,

The Zudamental sanetive: of the Kinshzs gyalem s the aneestral
cult, which, inotoen, dsoa clos Ty ke coaspeaned g1 1he prevailing
warlll view. The pewer of 8 mom Goes g enel with eleach, for the
dead are suoimtegrral a part of life that shiference: Inopower of the
living are castied anoanto the next watld, Je=t as amang the Hving
incividuals of roval or cvefly blond are tiee most posvecdul, so the
royval or chicfly ancestors are cpnceived as the most potent ol all
Hae denil. The dead in Lahomey and amcng the Yorula, ac least, ate
Ueidied; arnong the Ashan, this remains w be ~talied. The relion-
ship betwren e ansce~ines anrl the pnds is close, et il ocein of
this cullabesration is obseare and exerenedy liMeoale to estalilish, Fai-
dence adduced by Bawoom® indicates that an least in the Nigerian
city of TEe, the smritual center of Yoruba r2lipious Ui the leings
concoaved elzewhere a5 peds are there regascded as anceainrs The
sib mveholopiea callected in Dahomey would also seem to inducate
aeanglbing of @ sitnilar aeder, certain aba Leing considered as de-
geerided] fervm varinees pads, Thougl there s no Al without 115 Meld-
st ancestar,” wha ﬁg'l,:n'l:s irr|:|_|-:_’|:r1:|.|:|I,|._1_.I ir the I_1.Hi|_'|-' Iive ¥ warly noem-
ber of the gream,

The elaborateness of funerad rites i the arew i cast o terms of
the role of the ancestors in the Zves of their descendunts, znd be-
canar it iz important to have the assurance of the ancestral pond wall,
the dead are loanred with estended andd costly couals, Do a0l elas
regioe, in Tact. ehe foneral is che rroe climas of life, and we elieE
deives Jeeper inda dhe craditions of West Adviean thwongle, For the
pru'!_‘-li:m Df }-.-i:w 1I.;'I."-|'|:"||J. 5:::|".i1.':'|!ﬁ 1E|i's 'i-:- i1 Tlfl.l:El:I-:’u_m: im[_u'_:rtanl::_
for whatever else bas been dnzl nf alarignsed cnslem, the attrodes
toward (he dead 3z manifested nometicwlous minals case o the
mold of West African patterns have survived
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As in most primitive societies. the nib functions in regulabng
rrTiAE e, Snee mating lelween sih mates or other eclatives of legally
wukglalix led TRk n :'|.|1-:!I g e Azhanti, ao the 2ide of ".‘\.Fririt-
aal" 2Mliation. 15 Eorbededen s poecaslunws, This s oar a4 basech 3
handhcap in Gnding 2 mate 3z in smaller groups having sanilar prolo-
bitions, since with dense popalativas such xs ate fvupd 1m0 Vest
Adrica there is ne Tack of elgrible enates outade the sib. The major
prohlem, wheee a marriage §s conteraplated, thus mercly nwvelves
the traring of deserw lines 10 esure that an comezen affiliaton
stands in the way, Far anre impertant, as a mader of fact, 5 e
assurance ihat che suitor Tay resources and aabskannial Gy sine
port 1o mzke wf him 1 respansible hastamil, @l that e young
woman bhas bad 1the trainimgr o make a competent wife,

Llualtfications are careiully zccubmized by boch famities, for, as
i R ANy primibve soricties. maroage is 3 master of famaly alb-
abte s g ool b B oennacrded thar the roanenon Jieton, ihat
afection does oot ender, i vkl Inenegradiction in this way T
citecl the Erecquency of mamaway mactiapes - -coceenizal Ty the The
bomeans as vne of the vrincipa, Jomms of marriagpe—as an expedi-
crl oi the vounp peosle 1o circumvent onwelcome matings arcanped
by thase of their socal prup who have legal zortrol cver their be-
bresnr, Doall chis regioun 1he sbligacians of the man 1o the pareits
e Tas Dride are paratnount, ot only Beloee il marriage. Yo
the vl erizanzom Gl ATriran maresge as Choabe paeekase™ 35 oo
e warlich bere than eisewlere, As oo rmagter oF Tacl, in teis region
whar the husband gives his patents-in-law s reparded sssentiallr as
a farm ai cutlateral §o1 gaod berhavier, thoageh the social warth 10 a
man’s sth of prospective issue dows Spume peclhmugically,

The widtespread character of polvioeny geves rise to o number of
enfactand rescaceh problen, Bose far as New Warld Negeo e i
rener ], [l l:il:'t‘l'l-.:\.l'.'f.ﬁEl.'l. nalure nf e pactern af Elll.lri'l.l :rlslrriagt
avls preatly i accounting for somee of the aberrant dpes oF Eanniv
argitmzation to b found, 7 owestandioe signincance in 1his con-
nectinn i5 the celatiorship between father and children az apainst
muootker and children. For where 2 man hae plural wives. 1he off-
spring of any obe woman must shace theie father wilh those of
nilwr woinedy, while they shace their mother witlh nenc but acher
Fhili]ren 'i:-_',' bivs. Flhax 11!’:_1_.'(!111.‘:I|l.’.l|_:i-:‘::'|.'| Eaet ig remibaceerl !;-_-; tha '|:.|13.-'5i_|::1]
seHing ul Family [ife in this aren, a5 well 3= by the poineiples of
Imhetitoncs of wealth, which oltaim at least ameng the Yoroba and
in Dahumey, The family 3 typically heased in 2 compoond, whicl
iz 1 group of structures sucrcunded by a wall or a hedge, o pive the
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total complex 3 physieal unity. The head oF the Thoosehold, the cldest
mule, and all ndhec wlult males, married or eomarried EBar in 2ome
parts of the area, yuung married sons, ot younges married brothers
and their chaldren, may live in 2 facher or e2der brothar's compound],
have individoal kots of their own, to which thetr swives come in turn
toe live with them and. for n stated pernnd, to cane for their noeds.
Lach wite has her owen dwelling, kowever, where she lives with her
children. Onee she conceives, ahe drags mae nf $he routinie of visits
—a Eactar in restricting the rmaenlaer of children o wornam iy Tear,
and will recopmeed i Dahoemey, ot least, as a hygieair measure—
ta resume it only when she has weaned her child  Natorally, not
every howschold s polyryoous, chough the depree to which even
those nol amotg upper-clas, gaoups have more than oze wile gives
t15e 10 a problen:, as yel wisolvend, nf a possehle differential in sex
Eticn.

Amang the Yeeuby and Thihomeans, a chasen gon seecreds 10 the
wealth of his father, and here again, as in mattees oF persural jeal-
ousies, confict among wives in tecms of jockevirg {or pozition to
oliasn advamiapeows consideration for a som makes {er clozeness of
relationskip between mother anad children as againgt Eather and chil-
deen. Among the Ashantd, wealth, like position, is inherited from a
tnlernal wnele, hetee this patticalar economic Tactor dnez tae ab-
Iuin inoarlaegeles govwnrd the farlier, b pkes foerm in rivaleics {oe
the whele’s Jawar Bt vven whare guestions of mgecession oo net
enter, the very natwee ui the hie in any pedrevnons honsediokd s
such that it gives the psechaolopical renerzfrzatien validny, Tn Da-
homey the explict recognitien of the diference s emphatic. 1*hrased
in terms of whertance. white theee is alwave bitcer dispnie over the
apportionmeenr of the wealth af & father, sush quarceling, Wiz as-
~etledd, 05 unthinkalle even when the properly cf a wesichy wnakan
15 1o be Austechuaced, U They aee clalideeas of the satoe cother,"” wonalrl
spam BOr e [u.-jﬂ'l[l'lt, as B wqrinags Mew Woarl] Htﬁgl'-n Foalk, rex b
an =xplanation that pesls no clarifeation.

The palitical urgantzation of 1he 1eils of our fegion has two dis-
tinct aspects, historically of preat impoctiance Tt is simplest to think
of cach of the three apgrepates we are deseribanpg as palitical eoli-
fics, since in each we find the kings. courcs, and subclheefs e wark
(hetm as whits. Yot onee we probe more deeply, it bocarnes apparen]
that for the people 1aentselves the anit s sraller, Wheee, as among
the Ashant. m !}ﬂhﬂr'r'lﬁ}'. m Herny, aml ErTICNY 1le f_-,l_'.-'a_'l ul ]"-.-igr_rial
]_u_rwcrﬁﬂ chabex ware wL E'J-:i.'\.[-.ﬁn-:"é ﬂu'ring the thne nf 'uht' 513.1.'1: 1:1'3:F_F_||:I
and vuntl]l European conguest, they were actually bue glosses on an
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wnderlying pattzm of Incal autnnomy and Iocal iovalies, Ome of (e
vt ronbnding seperts ol the stode af Mrew Wikl Xegno onging
Farare] 11 1l ciwmarnesils 1w 3 s e ot weiieh s e ol wl che
diffezence botween the coneeptien highl By e gasly writess oioa
by wmd @ wingdom, amd e ccodienicl =calite of sy ivigan sorrepr.
ToLais day. in a smaall ellaee, ere may B imire=tued e " Ling ™
by o baval Doiloon e of this ety poweeriess potentate ; and she villzage
will dileewise be il o Ukingalon TS s s neeel asoans-
thirg clsy, thar Tas mi=le:] <slng in avcesdog o zoleezenael e
inpertarce 0f Lhe pehzical umiss rannesl inole slaeees” secimnns 2
we luboe, For coampie, the afl-montisntal kigdene of tawpey—che
Fuoqer ol vzt aday Toguolaml—u dind ir 1o e 3 wilagz wlaee
riler erpumiende o Tkingslean™ ol perhaps not e 1han 230 synare
mules b ik grcatesd D et the clentier ol abis Uil ™ Tos peer
sizted vmiler the Fremct a: ooper=istec] in o the face of Thdeanein
cotzuest, Tnoexactly the same way we encounsst he becal Tevahics
af the inbahitants of Kemaws as againgt dlomsongs anongys che
Ashamtioof the Gelld Coast o7 Adlacdio a: gninet Abemey o che
imrrics ol f];|'|'||:1|.||'.:.'. ul Tl s I'I.:'_;:Iihhl ':]:-'II KL INTETE M Yeorehi
These refect icentilcatioas which, earlier, were 10 gulependent staces
1.'.-'||-'_'-5|: i|'|l:I;|_|_I'i|:.5|11|:x_ .;|'|"_-q_"r r]:L'ir :.J||'\=-"-r|_|1i||.'|I fisrver .:|It.'|i1'.|.--:] -:'||11'||||'|1_-'
when ot with e Lnpger kingeelien, ooy Uois e Jellows 1Tt
the reidms Tieind et area Towd b eerciar contrel uver e legal
chigfa; while, o adilitiog, 1 Ahe arderaioces loeeren e ol
Lomtmsdagics hewal svmumunitios coull ane i, perset wickactt gisings
up Their aatimaonpnes,

The Targer agoregaces wers e less sapstineant pelatiqal eoahties,
eoT i they Eunction any the less effcienty herause of shese ool
Tewahoes, Eog flwie organizstion s memarkalle oo tbe Tighe af cnn
eeptians prenerally helid of the simple natuee ai fae pomitve pelicizal
istitutions, Caven caliures without writi-g, ard with oeal tracde
tions a:s strong as these esisting in West Adricn, Ui rulees aeoon-
gt theis enels with an expeditiowsness that can enly be reahzed
by studving the woiings of Ersthnl nbservrss wlie visinged qhe
courts of e Ashant, Dabeeean 20l Yorulan paentales 3L s
thas ssarticelache waricnl taat, ao 1his Gead, e siengheiy aned crochity
of primitive e atcrthuted so fe Adrican sheahl Tave hoea permecled
W leaarn 5 e mpeTtant o trnt o1 Aincam cotture, Sl deoasties
were 1he cule, s e I.'H.I"'I:'I.-Hl.".‘-l'l. Coretatds Al reller] msfiinlsing arns
sureed the uperation of sederly proceszes of law. winle specalists in
wiacEare saw L 8 that the ferritory o the ruler was not only de-
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fencledd 3 case of aleack, hol that he could cxtend his dominon as
opprertaaity nfferer,

In etlinimg th e orderszg of life in this wrew, 1hese 15 ne mention
of pictoring che Yoot Adnican as a kind of vty man hving in 8
sralden ape. For id relers were etticent, they were also exazting and
ruthless, il they vnagrel ocdorly processes of faw in the cours,
they wore alsn given o peanniary persvasion bat aelperl to dim the
ilerdigy aof luwe wrsl justion, Inogrrms nf nataee stondaras, theer way
af Tife wiee favish, and thev Qi pot seraple ve tax haavily 32z order
w randian theis seotus, Inowar, all males swe-c Lalde to o weevice, il
any member of an eneny pecple whe came within resch of their
APRries was Tair same, met, woacen anc ehildren were taken cap-
v, ated il calesery -0 oo micataut was unknawn. The instite-
1 nf palvpyay senciol fantaste srogontions, fur iy woman who
toxals ttoe Tacey of the roder was Fahle to S claimua] foc bz baremn,
T Pithemer, gl wehere contralizgtios eof antherty aml the dles-
potic cxercise of pewer weere mest leveloaped, batiafions oi women
worsiabs were Kepl @ nnsninal wives of 1he miter, and hence un-
appeazchiabde by another mac. BLaoy women were 1hns not permitted
moareeal Bk, which from che puing of vaew of papofation policy pre-
veiled Liie kingdom Teacet 1epeminceing e sumicers goeded 10 sup-
rerl the eaperse, i Bossss Bl ol weealihe oF ks expinsianisf pols
vy smul o ceenmally contriloned oo, downSall

Yo owitinin These fospotizne, e went o with 5 degree nf régu-
larty xod secomity rately envisazed wlen African colity s thoupht
A1, Awathor iy wae divided and reclivicled moterms af 2 precept under
whien e delegation of power was acanipanicd by skarply dedined
respungiladuy. The Tead of the lanaly proup Loy example, was re.
spattailile ro he villaoe eheel or, in Ihe oese (egedons cemers, Ly the
bl ol Diis w1 "|:|1:|:'!|Il.'|'." Tl losad phard wax :'I.-"z|_|r'-rl..'=~i|.'-|l;' kO
i slesel ek €, arnd he o e haml ol o ]:'L!'gl."r arzq, wheo o tesem had
g acsient Tor she sedmivasteation: ol bis "provinee” 10 the ing him-
gelf ot ter nme oF thoe higheet ministers of state, These chicfs sat witls
their elders aedl pesad Jadpmert when lisputes arcae amang their
peaple. Wariows devices were emmploved seothe cours, o sooie coses
restieny wad caken. in others an orceal wads adanzoisierel ; on carras
sion 1 cel meght prant e way b mbormal amicable oo promise
rl a rlizpute. Aprseals woa higher courr migleo be 1aken by plaintiff
T |.|i.t'l-|_':|:||]:'|.||1. Surly erirmas LY I:]wfl WEr [ilTe, ]_1|_11 whl_'n th_: -::|_|_||:|[:i'|:
Wi ;l]'-||'r{'|:||:':|.||-:_'|| T l,l'.I.IIiHIIL1'I1I:"|'I1 WHE SUYITE

The et o] these cerdryl poseroments was met by the taxes Levied
on the population at large. As reparted for the Azhasti and for
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Lahcmey, tax proprams ware administered o as to exact from the
people the greatest possibfe retarn. Vaxes in Ashant took two prin-
cipal Torms, deaih dues and levies on gnoeds in dracsit. The Ashandi
tracded st the Beiles ke dhe procth o wncd o seilbe enasial indk 10 fhe
suecth, wedd caravans poing o either disection were [able Loe im-
pazts awcording tu the natore of the poods they @roied. Comemed-
itics which were seasonal might aot be traded in by commoners until
eoyalty hed had the oppertunity to profit by the high prices for the
gatly crnp. Ashantd death dies were indireet bet heswy, A propor-
tion of gpwh eobate Teramae the property of (be Tocal raler, o oo to
the next higher oMicer on the deall af Hhis nflheiad, until e Eirally
reached the rowal treasury,

In Dahomey, indirection was the ole, Fvervthing, incloding the
popalation. was counted, and all commaodities were taxed; Lot the
people were oot teld wion they were being counted. and 1axable
gronds wore aften cnemerated by subterfuge. 1o some of the methods
the prissts cndlaborated: in nihers, W was merely a mateer of suh-
tracting & balimce on haod] Crocoe o clecewer] rate aFf pre<doction. Ay
an indication ol the ieenuess=ess ol sorme ol these indirections,
the case of pepper, a prized comemaodity, may be indicated. To pro-
hitat its peneral culivatinn waould have made For discontent, hence
cach man was peroitied o raize enough plants 4o give im a small
bag dan bis oty nses Bt i wies Tac Team sufTicuel, and he Teal In
Baay 1he rest e the markel, which was supplicd by plantatinos in
rotnate pares o the country, Foeea rhen, b diresl tasx was Jevaed on
the sale wi pepper, bl sinee 3l reads ol 10llgates at which pors
ters” taxes were collecied, and siree all the pepper sold had to be
Treapht Froen these planiations far removed Frinm centess o1 povu-
Iatian, the 1nils gaid by thase wha browsht 1hiz commodity to market
came 10 a suhstantial semowlach was, in edlect, a tax on pegper.
Dizath dwes in Dalvoemey weere sbiode dircerly assessad ehan aseinsg the
Axhamti. The movahle poaids nf the dead were Trsgght 1o the Tocal
sefeninislraiive cember; whudt wis returnisd to the heir was piven as a
grarimaz pift nf the lang. That the poction af the estate returned
never wpnaled what nad gone into the reval enclosure was no cxcuse
for the cectpient o fail in a shaow of pratirude.

Cne point must be emphasized concermang the palitical, sncial, ol
ecunomic institntions of this pare of West Airica which, it may
again he rocalled, was the Teare ol the slaving e, 2ud from which
came Lhe feagle who bave left (v wanst defioite traces ot 1heir cul-
ture in the New WarkdE Drespite wars that woe al girmes of some
magnityde and the secinmg Hwends on population made by the slawe
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trade, 5o well integeated were the cultures that little or ne demoral-
wrabign seumns ko have resuliol. Uoday, io 201 this area, despite the
tact of Eoropean conteol which has chang=) the role of the pative
ruler where 0 fas wor ebliterated dim: which, o the eeonomic
sphicre, Bas heeo fespemaible for M intecduction of sahl carrency
andd the ravsing of rath crops thad make the aacivee depeaalent en the
vagaries of the world marked ; and which, in the cealm of =ocial insti-
tutions has subjecled such a deep-lving pattern as that of the palvgys
nous Tamily to the impact of Christian caneepliong né cooality . these
cullures continoe with all vaality. Fuoen in the Reld of techmelopy,
Ewmopean infleence has had T relarively shght effect.

In constal cides, il iy trme, cetlain indicarions o decnlteeization
arc to ke peeecived, especially in those cencers wheee Afeicans Tram
all parly of ihe coast have been indiscrinaaesly 1Brews fogethar,
ot unee awar {rom these eeapasts, e alwrigingd coltore is {ound
Tunctioning much as it musl have fupctioned doring the days heiore
Ewnpenn ¢omurnl; s even in the coastal cilics. Tar more of al-
Atigial pattern persists than 12 semarent ohfiza sighe Thic resibence,
when manifested in these aspects nf eolture most susceptible te omt-
side inAuence, argiaes 3 Tughodegrer of tenaciousie:: for ehe gpitgres
vt dhis part of Wesr Adeicy, and. af tas is true. is a signifcant point
i tew World Mepro stadies.

k)

The religion af Wes Alrica. as described e smast nf thase wha
have weitken of i, is custemasily encomyassed in 1he wond "felash."”
Without defiving 1l term, 3t is breacly Tl o refer to magical
practices pl seme sore or mher, which claracteriztically are Tentga
sented as 0 precerypying the ainuls of 1he pengle that ther live in
a slae of abpece fear. How Toascly the wond has Deen wsed has been
demonsizaled By Raticay wlo, inoroe pasesge. indicns the praclice
a5 fmetlang “the indize mingte wse of whehs 1 lelieve, hae done
infictice barro,™ Tn the specifie: ense of the Ashanti, afte sllmwing
haw it iz applicable unly ta charms of variou: socts Irom any “eace-
gory af non-human spisses, ™ he vontinees ;

The mative caster aml the Furopean mizsicry: alike Sound 2 weocd
abeearly in wmiversal wse, i, UTetish ! Ther weie possihly quite ready
to welcentid & desigration which ob iated awy mecessitr For using o teem
whach, ewen when writeen with 2 small initiel letles, they considered
much deor guod 1o apply te these "Eadse pods” about whom we realiy still
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know so lattle, Lhus Wesl Abrica Lorarre “he Tanid of Tet'sh™ and ilx
eeligion "Fetishiam.” 15 would T oas Famiend o aocad in shese cerms of
thie religicn o e e ] e, pullingg: e Teemn e’ gl
placers tha Clpvpian Teities ond 0 0 Daeneers e wheeh were Lhe
sonls of men whn e e Bee Dindelon Age okt theese weleedi woene st
incarmate in Twman feoeen, Taab wers gls ereatm] oy she Sopecney Vel ],
and branding allsndiscrininately as " Tepi<l: " anel B sl tpkery cF
old, cr., Mawe arel Secrzdes, s Levsh owerabippers, ST cwe 4 ows 1o
J‘ltﬁiulﬂ.[ril.li-.” siviel e Lanier wlies=t wilh e lasr Ta l.':'|I||, alnl 1les "-iu'||5
mmjuocian B hes Trioel owonld b boedezaioosd by oevery uel Aol
koo

Teace Tan g the cotopdex eomeepzs et zzark the werhl vicw of the
.al.‘ih';l.rll_'il 1.ht' ]:':L|:I-:|r'||-:':a::-:_ z|1||_| !hn._' Yorala are ;.;’i.".'l."ll .‘\-!-.‘\.:.".'::!:I.l.il.": oX-
prezsion, thetr seligion may be analyzeal inin several pagor aule-
divisions. A= has been sail, the arcestral ealt sanvtions amel <1alatres
kinship groupsng:, and there is reazon be beliove that amsome casaes
I::I'.l':C-e' sibirtinel s aee I ]_w Izzierel e Back 10 the 1'.::|.j|:r tlestie=. 1in
thie Mshant, Ffa,l,‘lr:-l:,r was cumeineed thes the ulirnan: Teeege 0
universe 5 lwleed 1o the Great God Xyvame, as Tefies another wide-
spread concepteen of the Adocan world view, in teonis of which the
universe, orcated by an all-prwerfol deitr. Tas Teen o oLl 16 itsclf
by 1he ceeatnr thae T noed o b wersiipes] Uhis s e the (lace
tor dliseuss whether this 1 in Tacr 3 walid eoneep 0f the Alrican'’s
biehicf ot may he inclicated, hewsvee, that on e basise ol Oelil stiadiss,
af comparziive analyses, and of the daternal evidense in Katoray's
awn works there is reason o behewe that this hypothesis will uldi-
acely e reviacd, To Dhadavey and ameng the Yazeba, inany evene,
Ear Lareal Lo ar; eovizaped 24 00 seres of Taeily gronpings, wlin
cepresext the Jorces of nature and Fanctivr ais #gencies Tere the en-
forcement of oght liviog as eonceivesd in terrss af confarmity oo the
patterns of morality and provity. Uhat s, the gorls, in Dahomey
Fally. and 1 & neasoer ool eobiely clear e the Yornla, are
goeaped oo pdbeens, which Julfw the orgapizadiom of the sucial
units amang men, sach membes hoeeinge specefic nomes, titles, fune-
tionz, and worshipers, The cult gronps ase orgsnized in honor of
theae deities, and 1he nutstaadiog teliginns feseivals ase hell frr
them

Closelr asgociatal wilh the pods, ver md anckale] in the pan-
theons, are certain cther deities or [occes The cult of Fate, with its
apecialized  dwiteng technique, in particolatly impoitant o Da-
Elnrrlt}' aml ."|1'|1|'|1'|g' IThe Yeoruaba, Herr clivimtnm iz ],JI"irI-:,'ElI:E][}' |_1:'|.£E_'v|j
ocn a complex svsiemr oF combinalioms aad peemmatations arrived at
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by throwing a set oomber of seeds, and fies in with o whole Tesdy
of avsheldogy, interpreeerd by the alisioes inehe ligle 0 he partic-
alar gitisdion Sovcleed, aml the reletion no thes Tanls ol Tere ol the
particales e ey 3 called Jur by g gisen b Ty jueans hat
the tramvog which the deviner mwst have = ruane compatable to
that o1 sprciahets o onr own osltuee; che very peries] of soedy re-
qoired e become a diviner. betsween five and ton voars, supfesis an
astalopy wite the doeetogaze of philesuphy o molicos aong nce
selvea, Inothe Cwald Ceasa, whers, ze oas Teen awlicalal, disinatiom
ix lese Sinmad, eradoing of ¢l kind has noed been resozededd

In Tahomes. and amung 1he Yeroba, 1he p=ilascphical miptica-
tiens af 1 divesing syalom e s T 2he wniverse
i Telel 1o be rooed by TFate ansd the Seshiny a1 cach man seocked ot
acrcnling e @ preiletermuted scheme, ther are ways Gl cseiqe
tarenzh mvckias 1the pand oall of the gad, the yomtgest eiild of
The jantzipal Geitve who syeaks ohe hiltbering Zanguages of the varie
aus hivine "famibcs" amd as interpreier carrios feothers the mes-
gipes wiiclh enanre that @ oman experirure waleerr s oin sbere for
zn. Ber s chocioiny e brickster areeng Ve gy, Sion e amaced
L chawre 1he orders be carries, and does 20 0n socasion; o chat if
an unsleasant fale 35 inostave inr ae assisdusus warsiiper, 17 i Te-
lirved o grzeple soalter Tor Bim 1o anl suele a person Sy sulstiloationg
a resul or o am el desiings et s philesophizal covecpoon, 1his
detfcation of Accilem o a aniverse where predetessnination iz the
rule oevicdenee af 1he sephetieadiinon of e oreeailing wardd con-
cept or cosospecial pealZem, it hes & farther syincance Tor it
gives isighe wiln deep-tooted patierns of thowghe under wiirke a
mianr eclescs oo aceeft aav stoation wa ingscapalile. seed thus redlecis
e diplozzaes ol the Muow Werll Newseoin afepreabing lmman
iy thet s -:|||i||.' |.'-.:-|||';:-.:|r:|.||||' s 1T memeeer 1m0 wlicly el e-
crees uf Toake aelF are in Wea Adrica nest ageepesd as foal.

Thy 7w we Bave seon thy® e Wiy Avzican’™ werld viow com-
prelende Lreat Dods rwho may e remoce desied zaaealors . nchee
deities znd forces, such a: Faee and che civine trickanr, ao:l 1he
ancestars whoo w the edher werld, ek aforr the concerns nf 1heir
desevhdints nonimg o the plane of Fae Lving., (hher ploees of
Adziean religion sl T consislerad siontly T ome dapeetr 4 glns
:_.,J-C:-l_'.'l_]'.l;'i:‘-lil: Evalrme wlel Tikew e comerns 1y I'|l.'~:i|'-i|il_1.' ng Hug'rr_'-
thonght patterny rmst be disowsand ot this peont Tis haz m do
with the Tack of mtecest the Alricazs mamiiest in proselyoizisg:
which, in alvrrse, meaus tlat they have nnoreal fo- theie own gmis
co great as do exclude the acceptance of now dosties. In this aen
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they themselves cecnpnize this fact. and will eeudily give an affna-
tive anawer Lo divery nuestines concerning the ivadition of accept-
g oew peals gryoazore consibetugle, will of e nen valition
desigmple certain pads as theiry and nlifane ciler duiees ghey wor-
ship as adoptes] feamn outside the tribe

This tendency to adnnt oew pads b 4o T referced 1o the coneeps
tion of tlhe deiies as derecs wlach funsoion imtimacely in the dadly
lile af 1l peaphe For s sapezeaeral posser, 33 e oot Te al."l:l."pttl:l..
rrmast Fusbily s ewisteser Cand meral he effurings of his wnr-
shipers ] By accomplishing whal bis dovetees ase ol hiro, 1le necd
not ke comedelely elfctcive, for etrats im oot practics com abwiys he
refercel 10 in exnlamking why on oocassen che prasers of worshipers
ave o1 Eulbilled. Live (e peds miust as a sinimom care for dhe well-
bwing 28 Uheir people, and procect them wod aoly Eroee the ferees of
paduer bt aley Eboan Twernan esteattica, LT ol oeihe 14 encu]ae ed by
anatlier, e eeredore folows thae e gards o the cosuperors ate
mere powsriul than those of the conqaeress]. wed all considerations
dictate 1hat the deities of chis Bolk T adiled te the loss powertnd gods
already worshipsd, Yet thi= i nat the entire seory, for an autech-
thuorous god, A6 net propeciated, may stil tarn his zonswferalile powers
apaitsl the consuerass and deoothen saren. Theselore polaisal Ter-
et Wkl Afeacy wae someloing corfelahed with eeligiens Tee-
wenk, anrl brougree alemt an imterchange af deaties which tendinl ke
grive tex the tribes an this patt of Africa the ooels of their nmghhors,

The relevance of thas for the sibcation o be met with in New
Woorld Megro cultures is apgarent, for it sanchons 4 cunception
of the relabenshep between enfnpataliee power of Eods and the
steength of 1hose wiey waorship dhetn, [nLhese Teems, 1l laporianee
af the Eurnpean's Giod ea ]'.|'|‘:-'|'EI|-e" wrcsl el ||j_,-' 1 whe '-I.'I:JI:'.‘C]'Ii|IE“I1
Him mmase linve been self.evuent That this was :|-|"l:1:|.'.|?|_'_c w camne
s hie b sk in those parts of che New World where opportunities
have preseobed themzelves to retain African gods despiie contact
with Furipeans; it will be scen how in sush counfeies, especially
wheee Catholicizn provadls, the resulling syncretismis juettish ane
af Hie most arreeling asnoets nf Megro religious Llile, I Mrotestant
gnattries, cepecially the Linited Siaees, whoete relenlinn of the M-
can gods wis elade difficnle 0T nol anpessihle, Bus altiwods Tike wige
gocs e inwidd eaplanving the roinliness of the Neproes to dake
uver he conceptions of the universe held by the white man; and
Lis puints the way, ales, W an understanding how, thoogh farms
of worship may have been accepted, oot all of African world view
ot ritual practice was lost.
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Mapgic i extremely mmpartant in all our area; az has besn secm,
Lhe hhiquit:," of the :I'|'|:lE'i1: charr eg sogbe that thee 12 ' Terighasm®™
hns came ta be applicd tre 21 Wesr Afewan rehgina, with iy other
TEECAITER 'Lgnn::-n:d ih favoe uf toe most irmrediate—ann] maost ap-
parent—teclnigque af cuping with the supsrmaiursl. Magic 15 casy
to unrlerstand 5 it is aod Jureign to Turopean belicf, and, 13 itz Afn-
can form, iz su specifc im its operatiem that o8 can e readily ex-
plained hy the native 1n an urdraaned inquirer. That s vaderlving
philoscphy 14 ned soosample, and ita relalionship o e other forecs
af the wniverse sl smore nbsrwee, 05 another matter. Its outward
mani Festations, to ke encountered everywhers, are e charms penple
WEAT On a1 o7 ieg oT about the neck, or that they swespendd Erum
their houses or insert in carved figucines or in the very shrioes of
theic gods. The praciple af “like to like” operates here as clse-
wheee, @l 1the khewlalge af how oomadipolate the specific powers
Hr reside in specafus charems i3 widespeead. There are, of course,
speciaiists who deal in charmes, But many laymen also kndw endgh
abont these marters 1o make chatms that are entirely adequate for
4 [Iven purposc.

Az Dhas Been indicated, the outstandmmp traot of the charm is il
gpecifc reference  Characteristically, a charm has eertain taboos
which g gwner or wearer must ohactve Test ik 1o 3ts powere, while
its cwnerslip fotails costan dehaiee preserihicd actions winech mst
be carricd out if st is to relain s Jouroe, ©harme felp N meeting
every situacinn s Bfe and magic has its place sven = the worship of
the pods themselves. Tt o= customary ta classify magic as good and
had. but whatever ewchotomy obtains 35 net the kind ordimanily
thooght of, Enr good and Bad are conceived as bl the pwo sides
of o sibgle slicld. A charme, that as which protects it owner can
bring hare In an anacker, Lhus o charm te cure smallpox buened
ont to be 3 wirglenl Bstenment of black magie witielt colf kill—hy
givizg a man ¢he same disease

From rhis Bact we gain Further mgaght e African pattesns of
thought. for here we encovnter a refpement of concept 1n terms of
a hardheaded cealism that is as Far remuoved as can be from that
simsplicity heid to mark the mentalny of “savapes.'’ For it ic real-
wsiic, not naive, to refuse to evaluate life 10 those terms af gead and
bad, white and black, desirable and undesicable thar the Luropcan
15 su o prone to employ i oresponding tooan @qually deepeseated pat-
tern of his own manner U hinking The A focan, ratler, recopnizes
the fact that in ceahity there 1= oo absoluts gocd and oo absolete
evil, but that nothing can cxett an influence for good without at the
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very least causing inepsvenience elsewlere: that nothing 15 s ewil
15t it canmed be Teamnl e Steee ae ploac] Teehi L Dee seleenie, LT com-
evpes ik gand qul Tewl Qs hecome seleer, e alrsolide, aml im
1:|:|:|l|-:'1:~|.:'|.||||i11i=r 1l 111:|.gi4; b Wl Jvfina Pz weloech Xew Wharlad
XNepr: megoic bgs germved, we com el hevoer ondderatoonil why, of a1l
""l.l.-ll.l_.:rl'l;!u'l]:l‘-_ tI'I'IE l;.'l-l_':ll.li.'”t E:II: III_'I'IE\.'I- II.:I'_H. IIII"i}it 'I_IIT'\-||'\-||:{'I'I 'I'I», 1||I.' Frcag=s
of Mepro Lile everywhere m the New World,

What al e fear an ollen bolicated as the outstanciae, aspeet of
e Newrn's reaclion to M umiverse—cspeaily his Tear of the
mizgic Turces he nusr constautly comueml aains T =0 an s e
ronles aquite centzary g bl foelinges af sdgelents alen e sowcerded]
i peering Taaweatl U sueBare ol Wost Afvican e Religiow is
close gl everyilay expesioner o the West Adrivan Superpaieral
foerces are potentinily elzagesens, o0 s mae, b sooare wilil anmals
of ilhess, Ananalugy can e oleveen oo ferms of our s Teactiom
tr clecteicity and awtemeebiles, For these seliee wars it enlier o
Lene i frame the vae nd cithee, e pooental dangera—ed slank e
ol acraitesl —are corlsickezable, Yol eF we age o, e clo nae sct
i pliabizas s hieh preaccups oure witking omiteits suel hoooenn oot
slecp wath mghizuares coneerning, eleclziciey ol oot ntales Toar
10 these o dangersas, they are alac befpaol a0 chey coane harm s
when ot lamelled progerlye, tlear prepwr n=e s bene“cial, 5o with
tite st African's geals, and soowich his seapie, AWhat can geaen-
taatly harm, if mot Tancled properly, com aleae he of Ure pronlesr aisd:
amed just ag we kave specialists wlhee see Doodc that o eleecrweal Jde-
wivces ate eopeely amsslated sud ene omtennele e sreoio prom e work
ing arcder, s West Adrica privses ol ebviner< wl cesbers in
nz e el e wre Thewine o Lol toc osercaee the qeoper ropizols,

Echiariem, 1as hort, iz epertanze oo the hke o0 West Alrica heecanse
it iz an indimate part o has Tade. D00 s dillicul [o us 10 corspre-
Liemd such o prine of view, this wwely Breans 2har The instsmiow o
it vlalbere wlhaeh we Tabel By Al feern “rcligoen™ dues not. in the
gase nf wast siiwhera af et penple, conee indn eeasiderarions af
eveeyday fving. Te s Colloses 1Tae wlar wealesignale by tie e
iz g the sarne veality 2s what i 2imitacly desipuatel] in the cose f
these indk. Just becovse the supernatura] deee junctzen abmately in
the dadly Tide of West Ao, Tessorse the peowees af fhe aniverse are
of passionate Intecest to these West Africans, it does anc Bollow
that they heve oo tinse for other thowsphis ar that theie emolional
life iy ventcecd about fear of & universe which is Jeld Ty oulside s
ter be Far awnre Tostile to them thon thew themselves regasd QL

Ag might be expected among people whose wifld wicw is sn on.
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plex, a rich amythelogy is encoontered. These myihs, however, are
valy one part wf the literary repeetory of 1the folk living am this cone
of the slaving belt, since "hastorizal™ tales, storwes Eor childsen, and
othet types are hbkeowise ol prear wumber, Tle pepuloily of the
Lincle Kemus stertes i Wi conney, aml che cizculaoon of Juel
Chanadler TRarris's wotuimes of Nepre fales™ nver the vatire werld,
have cansed e Arpenicin Megro stocoies 1o be oregecded as the
characteristic form of African Eolk tales In Adnc, ':u.m:'.-l.r. £¥En
where amimal telez are told. they are neither naive nor oecossartly
for children. Many clemcmts of che Uncle Eemuz stories ace cocoun-
fered in the saered toplTas, daul these elements, even wliere tiie &timal
persmutie] 18 Teen retiined, sre lomadliod 320 a0 sl e sl '-.||]:-'|1:i-=L5||.':|Ird
acanner. They ofign exhibig o doadde.mereadne doar |||.'rr|||I$ 1lzems o
be employed as moralizing tales for chilidren ot as stormies enaoyed
by adulis for their obsconiy [n adadvion o ahe ales ace numerous
proverhs and riclles, Fic Enrcr i particelar being seod a1 oovery
prssible opportamily b neeke 3 opotil g an arpaewene, o in Gneu-
merd an assertinm, wr Eadrvee home an o adrgninen Toerre s hke-
wick Tl lcking, thocgh ke qualiey decives principaile from g
rich imapery; the assocation of postry with seng, moTcover, 15 =0
incimate that it 15 aot Bund as an independent Jorm.

Acsthoric expression I8 projuse inotber felds, The necstanding
eoasieal Fomm of theae Toelk is che s, thoogrie muosical inscrmends
are Toun - the nbipzieons deuen Zoas many Eoocs, ehe rong, Tt
tles. and types of eithers amud Tates, Towe aeosiea] beos, 1he sane, or
Tevrmicun paanes't and ather fostromenrs cxar have o distrbution
elzewaere on the continent are absene Erorp 4he partt of the west coxst
wicth which we are at presevt concernal, Ueesph enly cne collsecion
of snaps of any soe has been made inowhi: region™ che jcor hon-
dea=] awet o rc‘fl‘:-l:'l.lil'l;{h 1cel |'I]11.' idicate thal ety iFeremy
Eripad= ww OIS SLee 19 [ -e"l:l.-::l."-1:||:l|:l.|:'l:|] bt tlsac an H‘.|l.|.|.||'. widle Tinpe
of singing styles eednig, 3T 30 doey nodhdng else, dzuledd, this collecs
tinn shows the impossihiizny of eomprehiendinge “Adrican mesic
under a sinple rubric or even of considesing the sones of ane tribal
group as eonsteuting 2 single describzble tepe The sigeadcance of
thig Fact Toe the prohlem ol Mew YWorld Xegrn nmasic will he probsed
Parer in cur gt sinst lee QL iz salieeent 1o islieale e -I"'I'HI'!I.LI]I:':'-:iI:}I'
af West Adpcan musical Toeeons wilbe rosgedt e geals | cbhvehm, gmel
grneral arpanization. and to meation the many varietics of songs—
ranging Erom [nllabacs throwgh wotk songs, and songe of derizion,
awrd sacial danee songs. to sacred melodies as vaned as are the
individoal deibies {0 whom they are dirccted—that aec Yopod pot



w6 Tre MyTre ar ot Kegeg Tragr

u.|c||||_' i tlii:.' TI!'Ei-IJI.'I. 1% ik wh-:'lh"'. |:_:-1:|I! in 1l n:lIJ.-'\.i[”.'i] fesorees of ﬂ]!l!.'
onc ci iks tribal wnits.

Mer 1s W posslle here toode more than make mentim gi 1
dance. alsa a fnodamentzl clement in acsthetic expression evaery-
where in Afcica, [hneipg takes umltitoddizos Derms, and all who
have has] Orstluond govbacr with the arva ol e special iodorest speak
TERIITE (NHERY varieeips gf chpacpes Totnl Abete. These sy Tie rienal or
cevreational, celirous or secular, fivcd or inpeecisal, aml e decee
itse'f has in characteriszic fTorm carried weer inbe the Mew Weorl]
(o a greaber Jerree than wliost any othes erait o1 MFroc enleare
T attweeopg verbal leserivgions of daree Types reginres a fechinegne
ws vk searcely abevelnpaen] 2Tosmee omalysie bmast also awan ehe
nateatien el pedion picinres geoomoaied v the sialy ef dese sperzal
aspecls 0f moter behavior, we can lere bt recend Cre B of ars
promincoee in che cultwre, anmd its pervazsivencss moche lile o9 dhe
peuple

Lreeail compeicnee s @ varwty af media claractesizes the graphic
aml plietic arts Wi cievinge 1w e Test ks af A Deween arls,
thiemgh aireng the Aslunb others teekmigues ke prine ramie, These
peple are supremely cnmpetent wenvers (a5 1% 10 he seen an e dlis.
cision of their zilk and cotten cloch deses by Batrac™), and
ther are also fameus Tor e metal gobl weiphts they case Erem
Eroaze, acctarate ta the feaclion nd an ouoee and fazshoened inoa
witle range F representlive awl o pesnwtic fgaes T Daluoney,
the Ingh degree nf economic swecializstior, gormits a1 o0 i exs
prs sk In nurretons urms, Wool corving wt as el Tooowen s i
ceserves amony devotees of what, imart cireles, 3 called] “African
sculplure,”” reashes 3 Iigh cegrree of perfeciiee Solisbocally, 1hese
caryings are Lspecially interesting Tweeauze b seresgrth ol Tine and
balanced proportions wlach ehaaeterize the stuuetres Szl in
ehirjrpag AF pls E_:-:’u’l'-: of ol LT e jue |:rr|[L'!|:-_','|'-:'| irn the cole TaFe ] rlasge
preple Brass castimge are mde by g famaiv guild which 15 aliffer-
entiated irom nther metalworkers, These Gipurines, resembling sus
awrn art objcvte in thar they nave nanetilitarian valae aieer a jzsluon
nol niten eneouncered among pramitive peaplen. are peraed eqsenlially
fur the acsthetu pleasure they give aned s oo cttack af Teasare-class
alafiie, Si1w |'||:||_',.' the wl.'.'lH.El_',.' rCant h‘:-c‘]:l:.r arfared therm amel soee, m
the dave of Dabormesn aotmanmey, b own them was o preragative
of rovalty. Clothworkerz: make disbinctive appliqued hanpings which,
i1 ¢he manner of the brass figures, ace vahied for theie beauty alone.

The wood carvings of the ¥Yoruba are known much more widely,
and the Yoruban area has long keen cecognized as cne of Lthe prin-
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cipal centers of this form, Mot only does one encounier single three-
dimenzional fgures of considerable zize, but also "'masks," as the
reprosentationa of human and other heads worn atop the heads of
daocers are bemmed, bhas-reliel carving on donrs. houseposts with
human and ammal forms supecitipnse] aog on the aher, oljects
usa] i the File 1_'|,|'|1r ancd the ke, In :iddit[m:., hawever, {hesa -
ple, hikee the Dahomeans. do wcomwork un distimction, weiee elalh of
cotton and raffa, and produce minoc art forms In baskercy, potlery,
and ether meedia.

¢

A final poing on e Adfrican hackground must he considered at
thiz time. This comceros dhe extent to which the cultwres 1hal have
been deccpiled s, that 3z of this focal ares of slaving, which
research bas empirically Jemonstzated o have set the pattern fols
Lnwed by survivals of African costem in 2oew YWorld Negro ife—
rliffer Tramt or ate similas 1 e cadenres of hose cwher paninns of
Wesd Africn which also cxpnrted Targe nottbers of Segroes 1o the
Uaited States, the Caribhean, and Zaulb Atneruca

That wur infermation on the proples of the slaving belt autade
the area with which we have thus far bees dealiop is not as exten-
sive x5 that which we have to draw on frans within che arcz s guite
triac, though this docs not mean thal we arc by aay means cxclo-
sivelv T=M1 with pleanings Fomss the wrilihgs of ase wihn, as mis-
sinmanes ar governrnehl affuaals or traveleea or deaders, Tad agher
than sowentific concerns  The scaentihe pericdical literatume makes
ooretons Lontribations of bigh compewace aovalable ™ Only here
a5 vet can we ind reports of the cecent field worlk amone 1he Mupe
rd nerthern Niperia by Nadel™ among dhe Tallenst of the Ciold
Coast by Forles® ameng the Dogon of the French Swdan by the
varines field paetieg af the Musce e ThElcmme™ aning the Niger
Thlts Enlk 1'._',.' Forde and Hazris™ ar, RiT'nil:‘u:".}'. the marerinls g:l.l:ha
ered hy thuove who have siodied varicnr Congn trafes 3 Seme monn-
praphic literature = available The work of the French, ecpecially
af Lehouret. on the tribes of Senepal and the intenor of Freach
West Afriea”™ of Themas and Westermann,™ and of carliee Cer-
tnaty inissionaries™ on the Tolk of U Likerio and Sierra Leose, and
u:l: T;|1_1:I-:ii:':rl|_:11 tThe= ]"'.'-:_'u:}- 'I:'{ﬂ'l.ﬁl: I_'ri'|_:-|:'$ [r_:-E wln: I'||.|3' ."l.gui. kT r_rf
eepecial impoctionce 1% wll fall in this category. On the eastetn cide
of the "focal™ region, the wortks of Mesk oo the The as well as cn
variouz iolk of the Nigerian tonterland™ ace to be remarked, to-
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gether with the wolumes by Talbot, both those derived from the
MNigerian Censimg af 1gzn on the peoplez of 1he Fasesced coaslal belt
any the deseriptions cnee specifically directed cosard 1he enliures ot
the MNiger Tlelts Teginn.‘“ The watlier reprvts of Thamas, |19..1Iing
with the zame area™ and Mansfeld's acouunt of the pibes of the
Croz: River regien®™ give further rescurces Such Cerrnam wat'es ag
those of Tessmann'™ and other German writers on the Camerouns
fralke can 1w eonsulted wich prodit in order oo Gl out the picture.

TieRcivncivs are grealest Bar Congn ethnograpay. In a poneral
way . thae cmtlines of Crtpa eastom are koaovwn, Tt (e pooe uality
af the ceputting, espesciadly 1Te faed (it exeept perchaps Jur the
gtudics publishcd by Tenday and Jooece™ an doe lasan civer iriles
ar by Wamly on 1he Chvimbogmiba™ there are no Beld st gathoered,
pureiy for sczencihe ends, places great iffcalties in cur way when
woi searels for deta’i. A leng zevies of volumes was published seame
years &g in Truzscls 3z a part of an ambitions plan, devised Ly Crr.
witn Clvercher ph,*® whetehy political afficers tnade seluens oo the Basis
of a rigpd cartlimy, thos allawing pessible dicect eernparrsens hetwoern
thz peeples reporied oo Chaestiormiase etanoperaphy of this bepe 1«
hopweves . unacoeptatle i ters o modern etineeraphis ethed,
Knt anly arce the fuce: gathered by wotramed cbservers, ouc the
procedure rules out any consideration of the place T 1he indivadual
in hizn eulture, amd recuoces oilizacin: o syateens ol aitodions
that give nin gsenss of the variaton abaun teae caliesal haoms ingei-
Al vrecemiesanll 1 the WFe of any proup The writings of Weelgs,
an Ynghsh missinrary, can he wsal, bee alt cauticn wost be gl
Tur obsimes Biae ™™ Moreover. like works By adminisiratars iner-
estecl in the natives,™ they handicas the stodent becanse the daca
are 1l presented mobeTrs s ol te eubmics renerally accoptal as sopTe-
zeating the aspects of culture 0 be treabed imoany spstitiatic
deseranting.

enethelrsy, the availahle remeerere are ity sufciest w eetah-
TiTr T gueen 11'.:|.jur Tkl ars on which 1he 5:-:'.5.i|:'i-:1n 1alien im oemT
drecu=sian s ksl Tinoebee Drst place, e st demanstrate 1the valicl-
ity of nur reasoningg as oo the relacivels preater elfectiveness of dhe
“Eocal” culirzs A rpminst chese aullying' oocs woestaldisting ehe
pacternz o Mew World Negro Beboavior, Ao ey alse dessosoraoe
it Aufacend depree ol S-irlli::".:“}' = Pl cnares of Fioe onlire g, wo
t]".:l.r i oslawve Trarn EHYY [!:JTl 1o 3 el fimel Iilrh_- |_|i|"|7|i._'|:|'|r_'.-' :I'.1 ;l.l:l.'lpt-
5|r|\|:rl TarrianbE be owisill @ x]ﬂ"'l.'iﬁ-:: Faorrzas o A Fri.l.'.'l.‘. |_'||:'|'|:|.1.'i-:'-'.' |1q' 1'|'|i|;'l'|'|l;
encoanter in the Tew Worlid

Language offers an excellent opportamity to document this faéter
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point, which, as will hecome apparene in soccecding chapters, is the
crax o the manes 1 will Tae remembie reg] 1hag gl'nurill |:'|'-i|1':-:-11 liealils
the desttuction oF aburipiral Bagm=tic tesdiven 1 S beonn gy
seon 3 the slaves arzived o che Kew World, Separited {zem felvay
erilicroen oy 11e plantzoons @s a mateer o3 oty The slase il is
arguel, Bl v eneans ol cuzmonminivalicn with fis fellnws exeopl in
the Tingnage of e ssasiees, aand Twoee an Bipmsie seaicle was at
Tl 1o esmablish i the Sow World costeme kw35 the CHd,
With this lopnohess, which empiaszes the linguisiie diversity of
Adriva, inoisul, g may sumsdes e linpoisle situaticn as it acsu-
ally exietg The Tesdl sumtnary s shasl woss poallishal ino1g39,
Hie text af & serize al fectyres debyered to Botish Tolanial O
poabatieners s Oslonl, Camhiciedoe . and Tondiesr wravessite A
simple mitrahzotiom e tle codlines o1 the linguages wich which chess
rfficials s oo bl e Alrviza il aebeeiinwal ol sieeinet.
The stamding ol its autarn, a hatinguished seeolar in he feld guar-
ankees s anetlozity, while T T thae 1 was writen with on
thought of B New Worll Xegro pakes ats fes"mony a: reganls
Bralivg: in che Westeen Terisplers the puere impressnee

The cdiavussion epers witl @ sfabemens concerringe e srincipal
Topas ol lnzan languges:

There are, we @y sy, Weee S hugcwzes imelizenans to

Adren o T o the Noedeose, oot ol e 0, T
Soachians ].'.r.l;:l:l:l;'::'h Lo orantrrle ar [Tl gl e_-!-:!|'||r|i1'|; "1 an
irregslar rone arrass Alnea, deerr Cape Verde a3 iz 1ehiands of
Sdesaz 0 Feeee Ay pival Sadane bovenages a3e . T, Towe Yoanba,
i Wt Africeg; L. The neaw feafe was aedeplod 0 A0 alente

el iz cF Soth amd Cernsad 20007 00w el Daal Teca dliacaecrenl
e awcl Dl o et e s cheely o sttuetine s b coaslinte g singm-
!:l.r|_'. -'il"lllll;.;l:'lll.'lll.l'\- f:l.ll.i|_-'. . ."'.|:|-.:|:_|,r e pzeaed HLsrliut By lan-
P HH LR e | [ 'I-..'_n”:_;:_:_-""'

¥Froan thie it waull zeem that (he appazen] fngoistic lifferences
icnen] hetween the erilws of the elaviog atea are in cealize bet Tocal
vackitiar ol sodmeper-vine srrgetnral similariny. Snch muosl wain-
telligibnity as exicted i3 thus oo he coparded as irrelevant oo el bagie
parterns wiizh, wnder comad, aaeded o gramnmiicl matric
Eacilitate oognmuonication.

Tt is oo b ncel clar The “repieal Swdanie furms o1 West Afriez
merdionsd i 1hs ciation—"Uwi, the langoagre of e Sehang - andd
progle o1 the Goeld Crast Mwe, e name given B Topoloul Tan-
guajes closely solated in form and even in woealglary e Fon, the
sproch of Iaborpey, ol Yarule  are the primapal linguistic stocks
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af vur "Focal” area, This means that the slaves whoe came Fruom ooni-
side this focus spoke tonpues related 1o those found at the center of
slaving operations. Among the more important of these found o
reginong e the west nF the "woee” arg the languages nf 1he Gambia
and Senegal (Wolal or Jolab}, Ziercg Leong [ Temne ancd Mende),
and the middle Swian (Mandinga}: o the east are Ibo, Nupe, and
Efik. To the nocth of the forested coustal bell Sndinic dialects also
are spohen—>Noesi, Jubn, and Kanuri amoayy cthers ™

The Conpe tobes are all Banow speaking, and though there arc
rovnderable differences hetween the Sudanic and Tantu stocks, re-
sermblacces nlag exist which, wnder mutal eontaen wills [Inen-Tagro.
peitn Eogmes, wiuld fanm Jarpge, The sysbem of classifring furms
which is the primary mirk od the Banly Janguges coulil i, in any
case. be carried over snto Indo-Eucopean =peech, but other 1rasts,
such as the absence of =ex gender, and those “vocal images,” “oon-
matepoetic words,'' and “dezeriplive adverbs, noted os of epeal
impartanee a the Suilame awd Baneg languapes™ ronll readily he
employed by English-, Frenchs, Spansh, and Portoguese-spwaking
New World Negroes, wlhatever tieeir African Trgaetic Sackgoogul.

We need not bere dotument resecvatiors too the conclusions
veached by sludomts of Mepro speech as coneetns Alrican survivabs
it lhe United Sates.™ Ler us but point out low the problem of
African gucvivals is alected by he padstenee of iimilacitics aed
differences in unlerlying pattern thi characlerso the toiles e all
the reginn whers mpeertant slaving goserationg were carcigd o
Katurally. tf each tribelet was hopwstically guite indepenilent, this
woanld have made communication in the Xew Workl 1 matter nj
the utmost difficulty {or the slaves, who wonld hase been Ear moTe
dependent than otherwise on the entirely now language that had to
Be leatned. But i1 msetoally undstelligible dialeers were ot urler-
elarddabde twepanse af Sllereaces 11 1.ll..-:‘::'lh1.'.|.:|.|:'_1_.' Falber Thao m oan-
sLTIcliue,  rrmataal ||r|-:1|.-'r5|!;|11d_ir|51 AT o 1!‘|.'I.|'-Il|l'\t'|._'!.' vlinre 1||:ri.|'|-:|: ol
contact would be a sirnple matter. Aoalyses of various Bew Werld
Megre foems of speech. a: well as of West African and Conge
Upidgin' dinlects. show howr imoortantly this comumon stractural
base funclioned. For whether Seprn ipeeel empleys Paglsh or
Fresel oF Spanzal or Postopgacse vocahulary, the ilenlical conzlrac-
tinng found cwver afl the Mew Warld can only e eegpanldol 25 a re-
flection of the underlying similarioes m prammar and idiom. which,
in turp, are oxemen te the West Adnican Sodanese torgues, And
this. again, made it possible for men and women nf different trikes
Lo communicate with one anocther as scon as they had learned =
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modicum of the master’'s language, with a facility never recopnized
m the many discussions of the loss of African background that have
been cited m the preceding pages.

1E o tay compare sinalariies ia che grammar nf lJanguage over
the cobire Weal Afrigan reginzt with what may be Leemed the pram-
trar ol gultyre, coe Dgds, o sweenlar sibgeagipm. Ome indecanian ofF g
15 the tendency of all students to consider the west coast a omt, and
of some to govun 11 with she Conge in comparing its culores with
tho=z nf the north or cast or sovthwestern parts of the African con-
timent.™ As in all culure-area analvses, a classtficacion of this cype
entails an evaloaiinds al the degree nf Jiffecences to he recopnized
as signifcant, Thus, as has been said, cortain very general aspects
ol the ilvaees uf Forope, Asa aml Africa are held inocormmon
an Dld Wearld coltural province. En like manner, certam traits, such
as he counting of deseent o a umilateral hne wich sirong emotional
attachmwnt o 1he families of ket parcets or the fact thar ancestors
functiem ivapertazly amemy the supeeaabieal intees of the universe,
are fouml over mest of the continent Reyvand 1his, however, are
thoze charcteriztics shch mark off the caligees of oze part of The
comsinent [rom Uiose of other areas, whvle in each wced Iocal varia-
cinns un the conteal 1hemes are fownd, the ncat cultures Becomuing
more and mere spectalized untl one reaches the olimare jacl of
aanlisinhzal varzation aa Teluyior.

Whon, then, aze the chpracierialics af this Weal Adzicam-Cotgo
area® Teowhae exlent o they agerer with tlese piven o the amling
ol dhe culures Pagmek mo e Bacal arca of slasipge ® Toooall Viest
Adrca soteth nd the Salasz. and wm the Coope, agricaiture 15 the
wanstay of the prodwctive ecommr e, theeph mothe nogchern savansa
coumiry herding is also incportant. In all ohe area gardening is done
wille lwe o, the beavy apeicaltecal work heg seciformed By e
ewern, 1o s Tadg tencded By ahe wemen, Conperacive Bher s
gvirvwhere waed To boeak the soil, Owhershag of land i regulated
T the laprer r|_"|:|.|!i-:';r|*_-:'|1:.-p grocps, e geomare dueiatg use 8 assured
the cerupant el g given plat af prognd, Tooaddiing coothe Basic agris
cultural organizations are vacins eralt gringings, which refAery 2
clivision of labor that makes for speciabi=otien in various callines-—
ironwarkers, clath weavers, woed carvers, fraders, dealers in objeris
ef sopervaatural moment. potters, basketmideers These specialists
cabmmnnly aekstowledre affhation to family goilds. which are ever
]:.rl_'aq_'nt_ th:.ugh in s |._:-f |_!:|: reatnmernlics 1.||E'_'.' arc |ong |."|l.:-.-'~|.':_'g.' -
gar.i:u_'n:l_ than 1 ollers.

Soriad organization is unilinen] and patrilocal. Polygysy axtses



5z Tar klyrn oF TRE MEspd asT

everywhere m 1he area, and though the oe of dcseem varics, the
closeness of persumal ties with the parent te whoem eme 2 "unre-
laked" is m accord with African custom elsewlhere, Tt 1z heearming
increasingly evident that drvision of social noils based on kimshipom
Lerrms aF imetaliade Tuatily, ¢xeended Sanuly, aml sib is wiclespeead
Over tlie Afcoean -:'1|||.|:5:|:.E:|:|l; al iy iirlli]:l.:r]_g.' Frndil in elosee Fatls wich
which we are ww congermal. In pll West Alziea, alaa, 1he rule of
the ciltr: witlnn the Lirger Eamily 12 paramwunt. Ther fowe 3=
bazed on the closenes: pf their relationship to che ancesters, whe
give them their anthoricy. The ro'e of shecipling enlomge] within qle
family as previously described likewise halids, which acconzts {or 1he
efficeney witl: which 1lwse paoapings cavieine couziniig aml f=plitacal
eonrols. Whether or ned 2ils are bolomic i 1he calre area 35 for
fatire rescarcit b Jecids, The question s cpen a8 coateerns 1T
weelern patt vk the slaving belt:in the ceneral oo e el ene
i varred; o oeasters Wigeresy it s present inosume irbes awl ahesent
in athers, and there 15 evidence that this = oalsa tie case in the
Camernons anid the Congn.

Yaraation i noarelationslip groupings @ considorable. Socret
societics” ameng 1he Yoroka aod Dolimazicacts hase poved nurlnser
irwrstipaiinm £ be eimlee religions cull argarizations or family ag-
Eregates, Secret sarieties seem b be lackingr 1noany Jorm among the
Aalany Fanpi peoples; i all s contral puttion of the saving
regien “assucialions” thus ke the form of work groups, insuraeee
soacieties, mutual-aid organizations, and 1he Lke =eceet sesiows o
fluurizh at both ends nf the Lo, haweser, The Leepard Secieties of
ihe {'fnngn, warious Llan wzal Thilig secres nrEancatins . tee Toro
and Hatde of Lihcria pnd Sierry Leons supecst that similac seciefiee,
excreiing pelitical power as well as enforoing conformity o the
meres by extra-lepal methods, may have existeE in all fhe western
patt of the continent beiere the dynastic contenls of the moee losgly
orpanized pabrizal entities were established. Sach nrganicatines may
torlay be reparded a: mercly specializenl o Eestaticms of the unders
Iving pattesn of direcled aclivily, whiclk wilas fur the presence of
many kinds af asgaciations, Laviep secret or known membership, in
all paces al the aroa

Thouph veerpwhere in the repzon of <laving aperaticns the neal
npit s Jorminame and lovaltes are towaed soch gty Targe variliom
15 tound in poliieal crpanieaties, The power of the warioes king-
doms whach exizted rosled :I]'I.'ri'L:'.'.‘C in ur a|'_ri|'i|:_',' tn minhilize the
suppart of 1he local chieElaas who, hy nogetiation or conquest, had
been hrought wadee ¢emio] of the central power. In the nacth-
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wealern portion of the slaving belt, among the Bambara and inland
among e Wolaf, kingdomy uf some size had long heen escablished
when 1he Flt-rir_p:! ¥ slz '.-'i.ng_ l:-:g:‘l.n, while FarHuwr ko L case Lhe Foland
kingdom was hikewise of impressive Jimensiens, In Sierra leone,
Mandmgﬂ control has long been known. but i the rest of ths lerois
tory and in Libemia znd the lvory Ceast small autonomens anigs
were the rele. Between the kenpdoms of Ashanti and Dahomey nu-
meraus mitere mdependee eraities exased, while the Yoruba, who
cnmstitute a0 caltaral oni1, were divided ol @ Teasd en political
w1l el saretis

As we move easkward. the size of these wnite Becormnes spoallee, so
that as the MNiger is reached a cluster of villages Yweomes the chars
acreri<tic self-poverning ferm. In this region Genin alose, noted fur
its proest-hings, comstitutes the exceptinn to tais mile. Large Ring-
doths were 1l ekt i 15e Congr, theaph iginly ko policical
stroctutes existed cvcrywlere, The kingdom nf Bango, whael was
loncticring when the Porlugaese tale Mheir appeatanee in e G
teemh century and af which wa know nruch chroueh the watings of
ear'y traveiers. was never of impressive siee Tnlimed, the Bnsknrgo
and Lunda dyoasiies are to be ciied; but agam. the patiern of the
Tcal unit ag the ene om which all large:s pokrical structores were
testel s apparent in their organizatinn.

Yol whatoyer 100 size nf the wic, o adl Whis sase aren the people
kel 1 theie “kitg™ Fo alieectisn, andd evecewleers Tis male, and
the crnensel of las edilerz assured 1he rL'1§:n ] e Toe "leprat penmius
of tra Adricin ™ <o uften rmeptione] w oaorls dealing with the con-
timeni—and almost entisely disreparded by students in the United
Staces whe hizve attempred 10 Zescribe Abrican socebies—is nowhere
more wanifest chan m the universahicy of the institocinn af courts
aeul Ihe mamner in whach native coucts furctianed. Lndeed, ir is (Tif-
o't b fid sich o conperics of secicties adywhere inothe world,
eerzle oF w1, whe are Daerher resovel Ceem dhe Tzase a0l -char
congept of wvige astice fhian these nf the slaving area of Africa

Tre penezal onlline ol erlipiegs lile that has heon pven ot 1he
core of nur azed In the main applies 10 e other oaleures of the total
regaedi. Fverywhere some conception af the universe a5 puled by
Larean Giods, cuscomarily associated with the farecs af nanne, iz
fewpul. The pervasivencss of divinaticn would indicate aowinlil view
I:'hil.l: 'i1'r.|_|';i.|.'5 '|:-['i:|'.|'_‘;<. '-".']'II"'.&I:‘ :]-l"'l.'iiil'.lrlﬁ can bz :'Lﬁi‘l:*r!.:linr-ﬂ_ t]1|_|5 n'l._q'l{in!;:'
it possible tre ciacry oo activities n barmeny with their desires by
proper manipulation of the accepled srital techranues of foretclling
the future. Everywhere the ancestors are sacred. They may, in snme
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reglons. be regarded as the ceal owners of the Tand; ehey may be
lrobiord b a5 ne posseszars of such pecwiar powers or alnltiea as
iarnilics and zihs may be endowed with, Tut they are alwavs the
statrliziong faree o 1he argarization of society and are untailingly
consulted Lefore snprrreda Jenaians are reached. They are, in short,
T:E.'ljl:n_‘tl:-d and 1,'-'|_:1'5|‘|i'|;||:d s therae wla, i:l,l:lhlill.',liﬂg e e csied
intermediariez betweeen this wurld and the pexe, can macst atfect 1bhe
fortunes of their descendants, Mapne is Likewise undversal in the area,
Charms themselves are as different as the vamed situations of Tife,
T gl v a0 2rrelaie stalersals in thets manuiacture, such as pointed
abyjerts. e calmed rbath, ar white elay, or spines and stronpg hairs,
i5 encenntererd peer all the reglom

Cult practices diffes peealy, Thay vaty Tram grganised groaps of
worshipers wich well-execuled ratpale by duseiplingd corps f singeeg
and dancers in the larger posolation sgeregates of the o'l Coast,
Dahomey, T%nin. and among the Yameha to simple family sitnals
for gods and ancestnrs which, 1 the zmaller commuonitivs. comzrise
almcst the only 1vpe nf ceremonials. The nanws of denies are as
bnzrali a5 e localdics wilh wlaeh they are identzied; il 5 from
thi~ Taet [hat the mesl ccliahle fesimany of the avigm e New
Woarldl Negrn wostaps deeaves, For despile e mulibade of Jesipna-
tivus for the great nur:lers of gods that mast hive been worehized
Yo tle waried tinkes from o which came the glave popolation, few
duities excepd those {rom the central cepion have present-day devo-
tees on thiz side of the Atlantic. Zambi, Sumbi, Bumba, Lemha,
wha are worshiped in che Congn, are cxccptionz to this eule, T
there are few others. Ir is pnssthle that greater koowledge ol (ha
deitien of other pantions ofF he slavaag bell will revead survivals
Tacheceor o propgmdesd; et we koo eoough abowt the gods o peo-
ples vutside tle oo™ ta lweostruck by the paociey of correspond-
ences trx thern Bound in o the SNew World, ecpecially when this is
compared to the wealth of carry-overs af Asnanti, Lahomean, aned
Yoruban supermatural hoanps.

The arecthetic azpecta of life in the slaving fogiom present an
underlying wnity, wharever e variationsg of Tocal qykes. Zonp and
fance are evervwhere Junned e play siznifcant and similar rles in
the uaily aomnd. The ratile, the drome, and the pong are always
frund in the Taviery of mstruments emgloved, thowgh in che Congo
the sanza, the xylaphone, and elowhere sertain dring devices sop-
plement the percuzzion voits. Ehythm iz invarishly enmplex, and the
conveniion of alizrnation of feader and elinras i singing likewise
the eule. The more technical musicolegien| prollems tn the study of
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siTmilieatiey and JiTerences uver the greg copmrd e cbisogeeser] Tap lack
ofF ks, w, :'Lg:]in, Enl:_mgh 1 kenown 10 ju:_-:‘.if_'r' thie reanelgeaesr kot
im cbiasiedl &ty le 2mal rl‘lflkrrlic tresimehl—Ees sy ||l.‘:-|]'.i||;; of e
gocivlogical problemy af he gyhdral setiing of che music—iunda-
aeiemral ESbructuare 35 cwefywlece ainnlar,

Ower the endiee arca ehe praphie and plastic arts are of preat
importance. Tndeed, the region of slaving mocludes puer of 1hose
garts vl the contiment that have become famuons Toc teeie e e
irperlance anl oquality o weod catving mothe Campan the ame
erochs, vadicrn s wirsterne Moserin, arnonge thwe 3ibes liviag oorh
v ehe roasial favested Bele, el Dveew Coasl, arl Libctia are too well
kb An regmite annre M ciestion heees The deselngamem o art
Corms in ol media 5 similarly portaat, sheosh less well Enosn
alorr the vast strekch Erom the Qamzi o che Congne ang heals the
seclmmpes of iranwaeking, clach weaving, baseet-v,  bewlwork,
gilver- aral godlamathimg, sl calabash o decommting cinplaeed o e
prnclostion of leaulilol wlheoers,

The aestherie drive 35 equally maniicaied in the licevary faeld.
though in inlklore, az in revmion, ihe closencis of 1ese alercis o
the comeerns el cveryday life makes et aestintic aspecs apprecs-
ahle only uo cloce acuwiatance Tabes proveels, aml ridddles aee 10
theee mmajor foems of lis act and oy function cnctantly g
variwnly an ebcalicmad uvices, an a aeans ol anoemement, e aake
ST Bl ciunbn, D0 Gl 4 enLversation. 3% s=anchicns Dot socal inati-
etions and world view. aad 3z intcgral elements in Tuneral rces,
Widespread ate et animat <toriey ol gales invalerr hygroan andl
HUpTiLE LT chicragiers, and thye Dase 1'.||i|:. 1tk aecn ether e
fumes 3 geply apparent coen thowgh noly & redatisely small saew
pling uf ah arvistic sescorees nf this by pe ave availalde o the snnire
TrEn M

These foints, which suggest e wwlerlymg siilarices betw een
Use cultures of the areq wheee slaving was corried om, conld be doca-
tented almesat indefinitely. Froem dhe poant ed view of ous present
tnteresT. fhe gﬂ::q'.‘-rr =tnTi el dme '.|'|L":'.' FrialCafcil poosvL 4 LTie -I'i.::||||ii'\-|i.'\,'
o Lrilad diferenees o celture has been placed By thase whn Zave
wrilen oF 1he taflugal backpreund of MNeproes Tiving s the Linited
Stales witl as Tictle jostifestion s the presaomed Bnguidtic dizsimi-
larities have been emphiasazed.



Chapter [V

ENSLAVEMENT AND THE REACTION 1O
SLAVE S5TATUR
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The ztory of slavery 15 in need of much cevizion, {or there w groad
vafiaten nf jact about the patterned concept of the trade and the
fate of those brought to the plantadions. 3listorical drutk, @3 ew-
deneeil it centemporaey accoums, demands a realizacion that ail
types niindividuals—siaves, caplaing of slaving vesscls, oversoers,
and plavealion ewters—wees romestned s 1his riiapeer of mar past,
Ao that chese alividual Jifferenees balked Inege 0 Aerermining the
tata] giluation,

Tu reevalasie the evidence will regquire the work of scecialiae ine
sorme Lime o come; here we are only cosrerned with gearral imaglings
i o Far as the picture has significance for the past of the New
World XNegro. Az has been indicated, the currend point ol view,
which emphasizes the acquiescence of the Negro to slavery, 15 an
intepral part of 1the "mythology™ sketchied in our cpentnp papes. Az
such, it reimfarces certain attitudes toward the Nepeo and is thus of
practlical az well as scientific importance, the latter deciving pein-
cipally from the fact that this Fhase of the Negeo pazt aids in under-
stading the rate and the vatare of the acenloerative prorews prioe
to the abolition of alavery. Siaves whe aequicsced in i sbados
would be smnre proae te accept The caldure of shewr maslers than those
whoy eehelled; hecce, 1§ dthe slaves were cestless. as rocent stodies
Iiave i'r'||:|.i|_':l|!1-'|:[| iwch] 1 F 1lns restlesspess egused revolt 10 be eodemie
i Lhe Mew Wosld, Lien fhe relyctiance tv acoep elave status might
also have encouraged the slaves 1o cetain what they could of Alrican
Custom to a greater £xtent than would atherwise have been ihe case.

Cither aspects ai this higtorical problem also eall dec study. [n the
analvsis of a given accoleuracive process, it as imparfant 10 know a5
much as possible of cthe acrual precontact status of the individuals
party to it. For though acculturation is essealially an alternpt to
understand the mechamisms and reqults of cowtact between the car-

a5
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l'!itl!'ﬂ ') rlifi':ring |!'1:|.'[1:|1'!"ﬁ—-1.\'|‘|i-;_'|'| i5 ki saY, '|_wl:w-w-11 rr::ni{u;-;.rminn!
i tws Jilevent cenfignratiens of astituticnalired medes of be-
havier—it must 3’ wites be Torne in e that 1he caresers themaelves
are 1he crucial elemonts. In glo, " Memorandam Eor e Sty of
Avpallezation” alrcwly reyerreed ey, o s 1Tl ey pgeder e
Brdinge " Favehodegical mechamisms of selection aml roegratmn of
Irasts under seculiuration.” s "chfferestial selection ard zeceptance
al 1rais in acccrlancs with sex lines, differing sooal strata, differ-
my eypes of Lot ol ocenqunion ™Y This nwans than 1he indavindeal
Rackp ot el sloese qarty g the cenract peast leoomlersieed as
carnpletedy as peessilife in terms 0 their porticular groeg asores and
imterests, sectal satus cos affilinbcns, and the Lae In Lie case of
tnse Wi were pamiy Lo The contaols herween degroes aml whites
i The 2wy Wkl iy task s Teser sl ozt Gicnenhie 4, yet
woabrteriizead sl sestenie attiok cn e probleeze Tas already
vichled semve resnlts ERa0 are o use in it anan sis.

&

Te el que greal prebing ol (ke livratnre of <laving v Mecome
awmnre 1hal. Ercn thee ||l.'_::||1'||1i|'|;":'. wvasl nulntaeta ef :"'-:l.'|;1 TSI Ty 2
accept Lhe <lavy st withent o struggle. Coetenorzsy accounds
aze o Nl wtlp slbevrse s asf 1'.|_|'ri'!.ir|!__'_h anel sl i ¥ pevalr,
cases Af veduntary starvatios gl mere direct forens of 2gacisde, 1hat
it is surprising 1hat the comegption af Che cnepliont Ad-ican ever
deerzll & vornrtiiee o0 Al Hlemze of Aarmmmzs e sigate] (e
slave trde 1 oo aaed oz, amel s sepeert ia replete wilh estintnny
concerring o dhifmzlies vonasenl e feaders Ly 1l Xepnes 3ips
Taul v e Dt e wath @ vicw 80 Prevent saves punjing rwer-
board": slaves o eccavion wenid refe Uaaslenance, with 1 desigo
tn saree hem=eves™ ) a1 teses shey alse refused "0 fake 1eeckicnes
whon sick, e Ahey wishel toodie”” The perastent attenAts af
cerban slaves ab o wiende are e thieasaclees |_"||:-';|,|-e'r|| aF tlpr g1y
detersiinatio, Thus cne man. sald soith hiz famaly wn g fa%sc aecosa-
tion of witgheradt, atiem presl woan his thrsn, The werndd was sewed
By the sleiprs soepenn, wlheremwen the fcm toce ot the sulores thar-
i ehe miphe, osinge Mis Angernaths s'noe gochingr else was at hand.
Ten days [ater T finally died of storvation, afier whag wohl peday
e wrrmed g '|'||,|||£|.'r Wtriki. .'"I..!':ﬁﬂ!l. 4 WL wrtla b oo owemn i,
resowed alter an aflempt to drown herseld, was chained 4 e mast
for Tour days; <he jusiped into the water as soon as she wis re-
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leased, “was again taken up, and expired ander che fogpimg. given
bt in consequence.” 4 passage written a1 aboan e same bnee by
Falcanbradpge, aut of his Arsthand experience with (he crade, may
alse be quoled here;

Az owery Tew of o wegrcc: can =0 far brook o los<z of cheir Therdy,
and ihe hardships they eodure, as o bear hen with s degree of
pralienee. Laey a2 ewet npwan the wach b ke ndvariaes o8 Ui least
noplipenee an their agprossers, Daanmcelons are Tregoeedbe the cense-
ipenve s wleeh are salden: soppressed witlon® someh Diksedshed, Soone-
sizres Humse are sueressn Dal, o] the welile 250" cowszaes oo ofl They
ac Thoewrize always reardy sossioe eeery apprriunity e corrmitcinge sopee
acl of Aeswratingl o free therpselees Srom their rieepzbie stake ;s nd
motwithelainding Lhe restraines wnder wluch ey zre Lol they olien
succeed

It may % arpoed thae the ase o sach waerces sau= alliwe ot
abalitiomist haae Yer other matecials, woitten with an poficical poes-
pose o mind or even presenied e suppeTters o7 Ui sleee resine.
sk such an asgument les: impressive tian it wouk! cobiersioge T,
The woerk by Captain Snclzrave, win waz & bolicver w =l Ielfs
1ales of slave revels cxpericnce:d By himeel T or wonessesl a0 fran Lo
laat sasty entvaciamg aven foevond 1he deatoarnie waaiies of 1he nare-
Hve ! Phillips, w e wa- 3 il enaccraeil with 2o reactione, s
crnplepely acerpds the langes af eeendr duzzag the veovip o= a0 fage
thist he merely coemarke in passivgg, wheen deseribiog e trace, “the
negre men were weually kept chacsled for te first part of U pessapge
uil the chances of muting and return too Afcica dwns el aml el
captain’s foars pave place e confnferce. ™ & pocent sy -lonsie sy
sis af the maerials By Wish dlominates the eotusal of G shoees,
from the very inzeption of heic capoivacy e Africa, 1o aorepe their
slatas as hobcdazien, Thia n domensteated, Fas v 1l in che
stave rewndes an shipbean? commrerated by Tim 4

Mumber ol Nember
wear ruvalen Yaar revalts
1y 1 1:%3 r
17 1 1 54 1
1Tl | LIET 1
17y 1 LT4T t
[ | | I 1H 1
1711 2 1754 1
ITHe | 175 1 .
T4 i 156 S
AT 1 1749 i
742 r 1753 :
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Ol byt af these dndmg:, obtained from published materials,
nee Jerrecill EFcan ao :|11:|.|_',.'e~'iet el aselnwal Jaea, and cealings alrnosk
citirely o cewwdvs oy [irivish '!.ll'i]:-'-.l Llaere iy Lieple vezne oo oo he
thet i e xlendive reeearch swowld preatly oepemed the s This s
alzov inelicatet by the Totle-known Eace, Browghe out Ty Wich, that
advinee procantiong of 3 pecutiaey natufe woere taken By owners of
zlan :.rl:; LA :1.;'_;:'|.ir'|.i| sewall.

There b= evBloree vl 3 a0eial Lerr GF i anrance o eovcr lusies arsing
sy latlie Deae mneetioe s, An mso-alie atatoioent of [PFG fron
1o Tabund, o cximrples Ta- hoe ncm s "Wres® ol Moraliy wed
Momarree i o 200 alvees, Valae focads Bwc'p e 5 oper et o Pr
8 YT O - AT EE R | Lapian’ s sl sl nl sl 1, 1 5vg. raniains
a st Jos prsaprerr on o opeiensee Inop Mepraoppstiny case o1 May 3,
178, the core awarded paseend n romincmaree wath s pahcy pro-
Misbor T Zitiztse e dealldanct, Remichidey e caplain ef a0 dlaver
wanhil rri sich Megzmoes peesuoand T prunl by O sesarzoer payazents
FEvern s b crae et

Slvee pratese e the woat sl af Afcowca and on shiphoard s
el sesnn 0 have bestn remaciled as 3 commonplaze. Tnoanalyzing the
fenalie-is of Xewro subservience 1o slavery, however, 1he possi-
Bikiee roeet esr e vongicdeeed 1t des eharacieristie descloped faces
wliern, o Flue New World, having to cope with the stern romends and
coatbamaen] wigilanee of the maseces, and o eninreel salpamission e
the poowers oof [arepean cultu-e, Moproes bBecame mesipned o their
fate anml macke e best of whatever Sthe imght weld for them “The
avadlalile data du aeel make <his azsmeprion any wnge persuasive
Tham sl oot o v wliicl hiolkds Sor Negroacguicioence to slavery
on Aret et will Eurnpean: o Adfrica, In the face of materials
:I'n-_.m .'|_|| aver I:'!'.l_' ]"-.'{'1.-.' "i.-'i.-rll'r|d .t.hv:-wing whiiar rlaparivnerl 1'I"'Ci'5|:$|1'|I:E
was offered by the slaves to their status when even the sliphtest
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opportunity afforded, it is difcelt te understand bhow 12 Regro
phtained any regatalicms Foo daeility. Fles tay, of cnurse. be due
part 40 the nuter asperly of gcconaemlalion wherehy, Tollowarg the
]_'ql.[lunu;'d ﬂl_';l;ibilil}' uy AR |'r::|-.;.fl,i-'lr|I the slase ealil Sis masier
what he believed his masier desmed, amd Eor the rest keps Lis somnged
atnl bide] his ginse wntad he could make mod an clvesive protest, or
LACANE.

Tt i possable, al=o ae the <orechvpe af e pliant Negen has
depived trom the sft-repended] =y which contrasgs Jam o ra the In-
dian, wha iz hedd ter baee bl mather than sofEer enslaveroena, Chee
this asacrcion alan needs reinvestgation, ince at the present state of
onee knosebalge these scens snzze remen In beiveos 1hal oowas more
thivr Dats weanndee] prode or oo laoken Teart what sacriel off ele en-
slaved Todian, Tno Thaici, e cxampic, the Socegnoes were impneriod
becawse work in the mines had simest exterpvanal the Tndhans, as
1 Likewise ddacl che Xegeews wl were s porked Tor s parpaose; and
o owas B deseovery thae the cultivation o1 s was moore preofilable
tham gob] maazing e allowed 1Tae Jepeoes tooade g aperizulivral
Tab=r 1hat wis Cie soome corahgeaive b anewasal, Taoihie Tiniqegd 54000y
arxin, # weuld seern Bl Tl s Ted o hiower o sistance 10 Sactesial
disenses borse by Lurcpeans dhan Gl Neproes, wlich permitoed ke
etezbilice Megrees raoawrvive whore the [ncdimns Jied off. e is ala
enitively pasgilide Ahat the Lndian: wers regands] as onsatislaciory
slaves hesause tar savipler shoeeiginal econonnc systen pave Tess
peepatadion for the deciplined repime of the plantatien than dul the
Afracan Taglegronul?

Whatevey may Lave been the case as concerns the Indans, theee
wits e Back of protest il New Werkl by Meprg slivces, In began
at ihe wvory cacliesl pernx] of cuslaverneol .

o .. Tt mnt penerally knneon Tes eaty inahe Mistery of Negro alatiig
revelts dal coeae The Seprn shive 1ppede Togm with skipments nf <5 e
e Haizi in 1500 the fesr slowe priaiege e 1aits, a0 1522, thas 100k
place only raelve years alcer the comsencesene nf Te trallic, In the
e Waorla '|:-c:-.=-:-:'.-\..-i-::1'.-\. ol H|ui:|. claern nlhes ecleellEnns are ecne e
betwern the years 1ses aml 1523, of which e of 13330 1537, aimd
]5_13 swerurre] inm Sanlea !J‘-l:ll:lll;.;-.l. |:I|.|ri:|d:_r HEY 'i||||rm"i|:|g cenzury e
revolts toakl wlaee at Elaizi, one ar Tetr-de-1%is in b7y and aooeler

in 1B

Theee sexteenth centiry nprisainpe cecurred Tebore the intronduction
of slavery into Norch Americ, s the others ook place befoge e
slave trade to the calonies was i sipnihcant operation. 1t will be seen
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howe Taath Tully he exarmple set by the slaves who, in 1522, fevolted
againgt 1ieir masters was fnllowed, Towever wndesignedle, by many
thrmasanuls af 1hase coming afeer glur.

fJ:'J}' Il -:'.ILII.:%‘I:1.||-:]'.:'.|=; Wave reweslts codsacle 10 Lirpitcd S#alcs can
be indicater] heee, since eystematic researcn iate the prabifese of the
Uhlarcon. @ U runas gy slave can generically be termed, is ot tle
juture, Eramph 1: known fzem stody ol the availa®le facts. hows
ever, oo awlicats the vishoess of e ficld and its pedentialities in
girillgL T '|||.'I'.=\.:_:-.'|".i1.'|; an the regetivm of the Negee b Rl:l'-.'l.'“l:':.'. Liver
the entirr Xew Worll an s far s 35 knowen, the enlicse prelonged
prefests were in the southermmes: parts of the slving area, One of
the most Gumons of chese 3+ 1l Paimares repebdic.”” TnoBsu snme
Leanbian slaves i 1he prosdacee ol Pernamlewe, a1l native Afrcans.
fled 4o e oear-le Toreal e vews saead of ther cacape, other
Nepries juimed themg o oo meaanre D prdoer (his lieger grosp
nueves] Frther inbo tle Tzl Trenn 1hear s rmvaent, vignenl 1atemares,
they raded the planeations for women, eventualy seiing vp an
endered sacicty, Shoes whe caesgal oo 1he were eecepnized as frec
eamizerts, It those wles were captmesl in caols coolivoed gz slaves,
saece They Banl bk e oz docehoese thear awn heedom, s
the popnlaiion prew, sobsiliory cibipes were estabbshed  Ar s
Breeln. the 2ewn wl Lalmares o2 220 o have had a papalation of
abiown woosa, weshoa Tecesias] which grave a total Lehooe force af
sone to00n men Hecansg of eoinerensingg danger 10 the white
setilernemte, the Poriupaese o 100 sesemled anoarmy af bearly
20 e For el aetack, Palmares was sgrraonded Ty oo stockude,
Tt lacked che artila ey apceezare a1 dedemee, ol was Aoally vaken
Aost of the warnior: caonneited swiewde, and hose whoe were cap-
fured. Loty Jeskied teo danceccns T be oreenzlaved, were killed ™

T the veth, the ush Nersoes of Duteh Goana offer anacher
exiaruple of wiar deceensicnd men erald zcenaiplish when Eiced with
the proecat of g life of servilude, Sl revelts, begluning alwout
the neikile «f e seventeemth centary, here as i Brazil resulted in
cacape o0 the curmcpdiog junele where, Ear tn the imterior of the
ooty B redugees et up their villages. The Bush Megones, as
U esenfe] slaves are calhedl thereaBer desectsded peracsdieally 10
el cosstal ealo iz, ricings shove baerwsmens ated maslers” hogses,
Orly <hose hnen m Alrica—"salt-walee™ Nepoes, an they were
terncecd—were 1aken avay. stuce 8 was [eaced that to tabe Creofes,
nr theae born oo Lre onlony, would witiate the singieness of Buszh
Megro prrpase and dilute the Adrican character of their costomes. So
sericus were these depredations that at about the fitne nf the Amer-
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ican Revohition the Dutcli enpaged a consideralle Eoece of mer-
ccnzries to subdue the revalted slaves. The account wf 1he warfare
agais the Negmoes piven by Captain Stedman pavs irilafe ta the
mmlitary ahilicy ol his npponents, who were 9o suceessiul m beeping
ofl the atlacking furee 1hal [ew members of e expodition survived,
In 1823 the Duteh goverament conchaled 3 freaty ni peace with the
tush Negrraes whereby, inovengideration ol theic agrecmenl bo ee-
irain from pdlazing the coasta regiun and te celurn toshieir ngelers
sucle runeway slaves as came to chem, their own Treedun was guaar-
anteed an porpetuity, Today the aribes of Bush MNegroes corre on a
civilizatin: ehey vralize oebe ATrican and insisc w1l reman s, They
e dercrrmind hae eloe whives sball aod apain esslave L n—rchey
refuse v believe that 1hie will ot b attempted ac sone Fature fine—
and in crpyw, when che Mether*ands povernment progsvcod e licenses
their runz. tiey were fully srepared to cesist, and their chicefs and
vidlase Wrads returned Duech uniferms and other inzigwiz 10 Iara-
mazilbn, 1he capital of the rolony. ™

Ahnny bevels neeuered inothe Caribhcan, whers the plantces werne
s apcehienaive abf Wepo: upeasmgs that dhas fecling Cecaisls oo the
present amwng the wintes cesident there, The Viegim [sliinds. now
poszessions of the United States. have kadd thers shase of slave saorest
In 1743 an insurrechen accurced on the dslanel of 2t [ahn that
almast achioeved the duath cT the meeinee. The planters Ted. buw not
before the revolr eost ehe lives nf a considerable num'ser of whiics,
Tre nuly fnrl oo b island hod boe @ oseeall gareizoa. Onohe day
plaremed 1B Woegrmoses wrle costoandsily browghe wesnd enoceala] knives
am] vistlaeses in their bonelles and. 21 3 prearranged sigmal, fell on
the seldiers. Ac soon ax they were inopossessinm o she Jute they
firedl @ grun. whereapan the plamation slaves arose The survivors of
the initial atcack enchatked foe Tortala and 5 Uhamaz, el teasggh
the Dlamssh trocps in the oehee 3slasds eceovercd the Tore, the sliees
Wt e ol rtr'g."n'li..l.vd HIETR LT rovaphuce 1] e I]|‘:-'|'|rl Wiy irr|'|_||'|u-!i'|1||_'
withentt erinfereemens. The Royal Couneil nbtawred the help of B0
wen [rgese ovesse] Deizp i the harkor of 2t Thomas, ine they aleso
were replsed. Foaally, 4o0 French soldiers were sent {from AMar-
unicue. and theze were able 1o dsolate the revoltors on e snriheast
side ot the island, where, howevee, the slaves held off this coperioe
Bafve o aix miootes, When ot last they weee rlefealed. 300 Meprues
threw themiselves frum a precipice, while the seven beaders shot cach
ather. ™ Anyther burge revolt occoreed on the island of 5t Crode, in
this geong, m 1740 This tradition of rebelhon was not forgoiten
by the whites when, almnd a sentury lacer, the slaves hecame so
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threatening in their protest againgt the proposal o enforoe o twelves
WEAT 1‘.H!Fi.|'|l.‘|. nf [l:l'-!‘lhﬁ'lil‘m ]'!ll‘il:‘&-:' i :rn:'l.rl-:_"i[_la'li-:ln 1hat 1be rovernor. an
July 3, 1848 decrred am immediate end te slavery!

The slave revelts in aiti that culminated m the establistument al
the prescat V' Dlack Republc,'” whose ansdepencdense bas new Teso
maintained fm almost a vttty aad a kall, bowe loen coppnged se
alien tbat it 15 a0l necessary o e the tale here Less well under-
stin] s the role moche histery of 1hat coumtey af the constane
smaller vprisings that laid the groundwork ior <he finad tiusts
which drove the whites from ghe island, The inital resella hove
alizady Tm eaudnceaied ' e M pAtciial quwer wf e slaves
wil= eIy recigrnizenl is o T corn Eromoa zepeert e 10 1he Mmisier
af Salonivs in Pacts which, davsd 1085, 2iates, " Inoche Nestoes we
possess & fortilable domestic coemy” A humilied weass laber, at
army WRTer 250 pIaniion oW neT, wrore ! A enimty ol slives s
a ey amler coraeany 1hiesas el assaele; shers one swalks on barsels
b potler ™ Miregmerge a5 Tunning away was termed, was succoess-
ul emosirh =n that fhese cacapeed slaves had ther Frecdam Tosacally
recoornizel in tpBY In iFeo alene 2 thomsand SNemroos twle ol
artnlan 1753 ar Teast Boree times shis mamber, The vame nd 30aweanedat,
a "Uavnen” egrog whe wiss the leader of ome of Muese ol los
e thevan sy Foatsan lere Woreas e S0 Méry tecounts the
strenglz af rmawar groups Livioe in che mouniuus Seaind the preat
eeidral plam of che sland | he alse tells of 4 oeong i 1he anecds wha,
when finaliy anlslzed, was found w2 2umbes ameasy as membcrs en
al I_|f1:r LT ] st eowelve Sl beeen Tty in e Terediom od thear
retoet,'®

Slave uprisings occarred sverywhere in the Briosh Wese Tndues,
Om ahe =land of 5t Vincent. Meeroes joined she aboariging] Canl
Teulian= i arting agains e masiers, Uiy were evenrnats e leaeed
.'|1'||:I 1r:|.r|~.'[|r‘\rt:'r| [ '!ll:,' :|'.::'|i||1:h!n|’|. W e [ﬂll'l."l:.' i livanebL H|:1|.||111'.;|:.'
their descendamts still live Woeavn s Black Carilis, tlas sostudied
pruple tonztitutes one of the strategic porits [or Eoture attack on
New World Negon acculturation. since they represent an Inddnas-
Alrican woalganm that shedd estalilish 2 further cwlzol in e
histercal Fadweaggary whese this prolless 55 0 he sogelice LI P
Trinidad 3 Thhomean nazeed []'."l."l!;.]. ozl !:-:r' e !'-:url:n:u{"ce ft
released by the Tritigh conlraband conleal, joa-ed e West Tralia
Regiment with the parpose of cventmil reeeh, Te was aidled By oche
other TMaleameae he et in the island, and members of Afriean
tribes bordecine cn his ooene Yis plammet upoemg was only pit
down with 3 consideralle loas of Tife g the blacks.™
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The treatment of the slaves in Barbados was sotably hatzh, and
it i5 not sucprising to read that there weee “freqoent slave revolis
and projecred (alas!—ane feels inclined to exelaim—soldom acoum-
plished) massaeres of the whites.” An initial rising o [Ggy Vwas
aboetive, Toe as wsual ane teadee-hearted negro could not beat o
think ¢F bis white toaster (o judge ) heing murdered, so revealed the
plot in time Bur maedfares of répression b be taken”” Twenty-five
vears later another revolt was planned, 1his time under che Seadership
of “the warhke Kromanti slaves” —members of the Ashanti-Funt
tribez of the (old Coast—Ulot this uprizmg was hbkewize bBetrived
and suppecssed. The same stery was cepeated in :Iﬁ-g;.', and :].E':lin in
tr0a, Tlerimy qhe Tasier part of e sevenleenth cengory slaves are
sl Ao v talen cntises 20 L1 b Ihe Feercl vl e e ol
cefupe among the Cortbs, pechips of Tomdad Final'v. m 1815, a
free mulatte named Washington Franklin Teran te circulate anong
the slaves (he abolitionst spoeches made in Botain, alzo telling 1hem
ai the suceess achieved by ehe NMegroes in Elaits, The aorismg chat
vty Erdlowings year ool A severe el belose QL won, was gt
doewn “with grest Tiss of lile va the negraes™ b relels bap e
ported 1w Rritish Tlumluras't

The higtory of stave revaid m Jamaica is a long one. The story
involves sucoesstul rebellinn, and a mass retisrn 10 =erra Leane an
Africa by way of Mova Scatia, where descendants nf the eevoleers
liwe to the presewd cime, Some nf the hlarocns, as (heee revolied
Jacogican Megerzs are temmed, elecied 4o remonm in ther Cuckpit
Hilt country and hese ther descendaots are to be dound to the
present dav ¥ Their sepatate corpotaie cnticy is recepmized br the
British governmment under termis of a trealy of peace signesd ot
the conclusion n Aghting between these ceaped Alaves and e g
ertunent Torees, wiently they glva lve unbake] by the rendeal goe-
ernment, geleclzop their vwn headmen and having the right to hold
theic awn courts and compel ohedienee wo their cwis Iows.

(rther islands, Tecnch as well as Dridsh, peavile Bartbuer e
gtaneas. The data concerning the revalle in omest of these ands
have noever heea puallished, sttt snchormaterials exist enly in man-
ascript Furm; such hints wi reselt and other ferms of orozest as are
rome upon o the Titeratere indicate how ol this vein may prove
to be ™ Caba, Dkewise. affards a Eruitful Reld Boe Taome sooily. 3es.
Frederika Bremer, 0 Scandinavian 1zaveler ine the sontheer, United
5:31&5 abcd b b|:1!‘l:|'1.|:r' L biire the Cival 1".-’:1.7, |_-i'i".-'|:-5 s une of ihe
Few comtermpxzary deseriptions af slavery in thac island. She telis of
the many difficulties she encountered in ubtaiming permizsion to wil.
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ness he religiogs Tigs cocrign] em by the colemivs of Eree Neproes,
since "the guverurmgnl s veoy suspicious of strangers' :

The slzve disturbances of (B4 ate 20l fresh in ke minisds o8 people,
aril chiey angabel n Lhia far of o =laed These dabon lences, wincl
gave rise b0 st orue] e tings on the pasr of e Sjemist poveoo-
iene Tave also caused severc pesdrictions oo be laid wpon the cocupacionms
ad ampsrmnesta of e Dee gegeacs . Foomerie, s said, moielt be heaed
pvtery evriang il wighe boet adue weed newr, the jesimzy sz od he
Al rean l|r|.|.|::. i ol Dasclen ok Hie 1AL clzrmieen "."."||1.'r|. |1|l'|'.'l.'-.'-e'rI "
o dinererre it s ioeing esernbilies lict Teseze 1zl nse ol Sor
e arpaicmicr af the disserlaeees which alterwan] ok prae, e
ezt Brame very ek circnomseriled

Accorling lee fhis saiie ubser-or, resstanee 1o slavery in Cola by
ez el aienhe el e vae ol nsigie wos conmsaz:

VWhen 2he regpreees hecnme accasared ot cte Ter 327 lile af 1he
plarralic-r. iv seemce booag-ee witl JTenyg b Su-fng Lie Frseowears, wlen
atnl ey seck 4o Grec themaelves Tron slawery Teoawresde This e Fre-
l:|1:-:"r|I|1..I "l v L np, Ve Tomveznces, wlo T i Te HATE T the
nelheer ppites o Adriea, @ gf v ot g erpe wivern DALTAN L wnTE
Sl Dy Trezo the Taauwsle = 5 0 prsesimea rees o L They had
wich ome bamed i beeglefase o g medAle 2noeomd bme for ke Adream
Tl thar seshe 2= <loe e i omels e o o mea e i isic
nalee el .".1:|||_':.' [y <tives, chereinre, aall |A Lty 1 prpeesae o
the selT-rtedees] e hesevicis on ke lesd-vear, wle b sloe e arl-
e, i e elied e o sl shins T coawvrved o Ul welin are Aear
Lo ber o zhe v Adhwr-cnoedee, el ol Bear thaem o szabaation Tren her.
T corpre om0 sen® skove Dice hecrr aeen conesc? with lozsieed = ok
seeh oo ks Y

¢

Tl reactacgy ol {hee slves rg :='|:n'-e"':r}' in fle Linatel Stares Tas hock
givenw sericne aitenling only i recent years, blost eather Wistorans
ook 1r foor graveed 1hat the <fces weee merely paszive clonames i
the lpsterives swene. The policical Tostory a3 the periad of slavery
could nlerstzodably he writken sithanl conanderaog 1he NL‘;_{H’.-EE.
thoagh the infMaenes of poeaial rewlls oo palicy might pechiaps
Titve beeay prodficatly faken info accnamt, Therepanl ol tle Xeprnin
the Neld of sucial ancl venosrnie Tasingy, atal wiere the history of
1 e vmader cprsnleraliom, i are serisns, sEee b e imfloepee
nf the Megrocs was an immediate factor. Conventionally, however,
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ideas ¢nneerning alavery {hal are teezced aee those af peo- and anti-
slavery whites; the sccial mstitutions of the preCivi War Sonth
analvzed ace the institutions of the whites; the econonies af slvery
¢onsists Targely of prices of slaves and the productivitr ut the Negro
in waricns ecoplavients. Evert el cutstanding social Instarians as
Charles and Maey Feard tnake ne meming wf slave revelos i their
principal work; the furces in o shaping the treod nd o esent- inothe
United States before (2400, at least, are tor them to b2 gndecsbe] in
terms of white thoeght and white action.

Thas approach, haweyer. seems to be slowly giving way 1o a dif-
ferent Lraditinn in bistorieal scholarship. The Bollowing passere fram
d recent econcnzze estnry 1w segpestive of e owider perspeciases of
mire Tecent peseisch

Slave Cawgpivgeiess, Tl constane fear af slave r=belicn maste lile in
the Seanth o aipliozare, copecially i cegices where codspitacios were ol
frevuent neviercenes. . - . In Colotoal days there Tad Teeo scvezal vp-
ris;i:ngs where whigs [w:'&-'plq_' Tnzt heir e

This Passage i indlawed by zecounts of the Mow Yok uptising of
t7ra, of (ke 5ot Caraling releilinma nf 172 gnl 2730, of Ga-
breel's casurrectio of TRom, and of heere r||r|rI:-t:'|'1'|I:|1 COTHLEY T E,
Crr. as anuther Instance. the ceaction wf the South sward 2he <lare
durinp the thirties and {erties of the past cenlucy a5 samarized by
Fish may be taken:

Moo was e Tvies uf proporly oas Lhe only ur the proates of Soathiern
aperthensions. Ooe of e stromgest points 0 Sogihern culiace was s
acquaintance with she elements of classicol liemature. To them 1he his-
tory of e zervile wars 11 Bome was 3 Eambiar topie, Nar was it ancient
history alone which alarmed tlem Bresh in ther memory wese 1he
horeozd af the Nepro rewalulion o [Tat, Foussaing LOhavorhnre, vt
hy Weenelell Pritlips was an ancstle oF [erty, wes oo then a slesoese nk
cruelly, How B2 the Meproes who swerrouisod tens, who cosked hear
T ;|,r|-'| nurser] Ther claildren, bad besn affected l|_.1,r civilizgtmn, and
hrow 1:|r rl-u-:,. r\-el::;llnhc'- I:Eli." ||r:|m|.L|.1.|' AEVILSUT Y I:'I|{"|.- wrere cresann=l o
have broaght Froom A fre, 1|1|.':.r did moe Leiern 1an#il Ih-e:- Cavi] War#

In ao even cngbe pevend textbock ni Amerbcan hisfary, eonsidera-
Lo af the slave tegime is mieobed 1 aciude the “oomerous inswe-
recticns” that “beac wiiness ta maluljpasiments amonyg the slaves,™
speeifie mention bring made of nine of these rovolts, whele o eecent
htnry of Morth Carcling betore the Civie War devates o oentire
seetiom o this aspect af the past of thar stare ¥

The racst svatetnatic stedy of gave nprisings in the United States,
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howewer, ig bo he foamd in certma paners published doring the pacst
fve vears, wherem the source mutesials Toove Teezne coinsestigated
with the proldem of the Mexro's teaction to sfavery as the primary
claeet v, Wish, in the gaper alreadly cofermed oo, and Apheker. mm
a sty il e ool U same e, Jdemensiczted how ofien
sl d3e~ati=Taetion vy weanslnled sz aclhoe revel, el how ac-
corate suchoa cleseription of ever present fear on e part oef the
whites just griven in the pis<age from che work of Fish meay be
rorarced ™ Ihe mere number of these aitemss & v 5 these
cottribubions s mepressive, eipecialy when il is cemiemberal that
rumas b g sz uprising wis wsually el gchlsled woless i1owias ol
some magitule, Aptlekers in bis rmest rece= L salicsm, el of
the 1irst af shese pevalts nocomtinental Sotth Srmesica in the {ol-
lowing passLge . -

The tirab son oot weitlen the pensent Foeers ol the Tozsienl Sixres
Tk S e wis T vl m v e Ol cbeve rovnlt, A Spenzish
cubepizer, Tawrs Yoppres by Ay Fong o the sy o0 o5 0, [ramled 3
ey qeenrosee maithe of Al Pelee piver g owhak i o Sogel s arnlivg.,
1o l.l:|:||'|l'.||'i|.-' (R TT1 I T1 I T TS B '~'||._1'-|E;1_-'||; ST T L LT PR .
senrn shoers, Toealde soapn bescr 1he esione, Hses: camaed  cnacress
Heas e varrsisie odd, g Dby, Aol VieaaclS The B~ prews e
bl me! ol o o by opsctbable o 2ooveezer, il slioves re-
lelied, Lilley severad of sheie nie-tec-, ol eseapend e G Declione, Tlos

woes iy Lamzl Dl el e r|'.'||.'|i|'|||1;; sabomneta bk sl =i 5ol |:||;I,_'!.I
=1

wretl: =cdnrael o TP i e saloer, 15t
This swats Tl e wrledw o e mcxine ezt of Aoesiean Bistory, e
it way A rorkeal g Ahings b S upriangs o suxkinenzal
Lhntsenl Seates e B=eeed Iy this aathor dor tae pemioel between i
anc reed, SOy kv the eishbernch centuary, z2md AMv-three Lie-
twvenn cSu and rEag

Wil s dezcrsed, with ereh <Jecume mtanacn the faune 2t swepe
e the Bouch in 130,

Ir the a7 nf sEsfen e e G abardling o lecali-oes cemanding oomieroes
slave insurracyies healie s Dzt na” ceserve nadvrde el ot sepie by
B Sewr] eo pocss, VWl ruane - ol wo al-vielaacisze <beee plog esreml.
irlg [resn Thclew g 0 '|.-|.'.*i.:|-. willl el sl Cor ‘:_'|1r|-:t'.|1.'|:= HELTH
sprmi thersgeh e =ecth, Tales we-r ver ownlerzonee ol Dabrigl's
“erny sbeepngs e el sn Belmoonel on cfeeal Teneack Weee's
elatirrale desipos vy Cleoriestem i g ol ot Turrer’s Woely in-
g ren bty SE St pdo, S, an S, ael o O v s ot
[l ol oushrepkes that charpqericed Aopevcan slavery s e days
o ihe e ly stip mutinies. Silence an Lhe quess coalld oz seem el recar.
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rent Teacs of nsurtectizn tzosmuwed by e effccthve "grapevine”™ in-
telligeree o1 the Housh

Fear wus tramslated it sccion iz vaeous sections—as, for ex-
arrde, in the arganrzation of special vigilanie basds o lesxas—as
eme iscovery followed gnaties §o TFonmesses mal Kendocks actual
j!-|l.:'1‘5 WEre '.“!w:.|'|l'b-'.=~1.'l.'|. Alvasctrs il Avkioeins 'r-:'||l‘:r|l.'-::| '|1':l‘:-jq.-'|.'t!'t|| ufi-
risinge. dlizaappe, Flarilke, Georgia, Marcliod, sl Viegimie exe
|_||:'|'j|_-|'||_~1_-|_| aoneesuiae 1z sl r|'[_:-r\ve::-;'\='ir|1'|I 1 |'|1||_' L 1er -:’!:_-l'&':||'|r| prew {r:r
v enzlavemenT 1 r||-e: ‘I-rqq_- :"-.'rg'rr_:-l_'ﬁ ki LY I35 i § ]}':551_b'||: fm:];; |_1f
infecter, The sintativn 3 thms surnmacized

AlFepal L - ol an u'.|-t|:|||lr:|ri:|;; wlzvr |'-|-'|r i Ahe Sk shaws
semarka™ e colw-zion v e elode o Tare o gecsraphie avd creeraslog cal
circurn=tinmes are esriersed el gan e owplineef away by 3 cnuner-
esis ot a pamie renbraioe priginbng e e gepenal peditizal setcing ol
the year [0 sevzns weetnble, Sowesr b a oo e o zhee phots
i exisrin 2Bz, The it in Weetnezy gmg] "Uenne: see parzicolauly
el s imvndve antheriicacel sepes o2 fapesed ansn reclioars, Ty
sine o appateet dmam b e s wems el eshiierials of e soeten-
Ponate pevEs that the v 828 was esceingal Tuz the e soop o
izl slave eromes tepertend], especal™ Dwee Boerned agminet rthe
lle ol e maser, Ui Fagt weald soppest o B owmoird of Teating
Feheon ] Hie agcgars ol sl ol seontocn gzt platiizge. The ders.segted
{L't'|:ﬂ;:: o f ||'n.q_'|_":|ril:_1.' clarasterimeie U shoecqnlimes's B ey evoked ench
el reactien s 35 5he e poted in sl ceeinnte ol esasereion s, ALy
A1 ket el el ity i ion D 2 ereo manbom e s, T Sagely,
attrbecig 1Fe slive ploca otk despazon v Csarthera Gl e onesls,
fovril ap wdil tisea] wemaon Tor e thesimrhilile F seceseian: whiie e
al=tlicri=t eement of the Xerth coeliomg in FIT STe reprkts of slave
oubiresks s s cosvinees thav eers el dhe estitot on of slavery
TEPrEarIe:l o eIl LefE ey

[t ois ped peseszary Sere Do odendl the roeolis wihich Yooame mos
Tarneus -a U Soutn—chose eF Saleiel in thma™ el af Xao Tesaer
moBg e Vieginga, and the Seah Ce-clina uprasiag led by Ten-
mark Yesew 13822 The tencleney b revnlt was unfemiti e, onvee-
ingr all the grarhern atares, amel thcee marthern nzoes 25 well Suring
the perivd ey swoctienesd slavesy, T was aoce thae the seoradic
anl itsipnfieant pheacmeaon 1 0s sametines lisenisan! as having
heen i [ HILEN li%): the {r'-lhm'ing;

Treurrechier was e wf A anleipated danper an an actual coe,
As srem g2 Ahe e Fris [l:’.-'|'-|1|:-.'.'i|ln Lecame a7 all Toenmiclate rTerpoeic
MERsEres were ke el e -:..-_|-:'=|I:|i'|i|:|.' ab revel, gl |;|'|q-:|r wLre
lergely cuzeessfal Though o mombee of atlerpned or sapposed con-
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spicacies were discovered durinpg flie seventeenth aod ecightemnih cen-
wrics, m=o actuedl poaorrection wurthy of ke naste oceurred until che
witwetseuih, when the nigar of slavery anrl slave logisialion was past.
Alcomibog and outlying servants and =oees or aazentllics, theieed and
anded by Tncdians, whites—esperaliy convirss anel Toreipgrers—anl free
NEEITEs wokd A comveaient nucleus for combimsi achion, and far thes
reason resericlive and punitive legislazion was ceparially derected traward
thets. oo chis conateetica develneY a sentene of police patrol known and
feared aommg the negeoes as e ' Patesnllers ™

Soeall mnst of the revelis were, yel ihtheir aggrepate and persisience
over 1he entite peried of slodag™ they give prine o 1he comments
macde by 3 recent Necheoanels obeerver of She inlerracial sigonatum
in Americy, thae tralay vme of the keys 16 an odeestaneling wf 1he
Somach 3 the fear of the Negro, 2 legacy of slavery ™

5
a

TIe Xeprn reygistorcd Bis rotesl amainat slavery in other ways
tham by cpen resnle, Sory wlu e orgaziapiion wis nab Teasadle, imli-
vithpals eonld natly paatest s hese they might. Cutstandaeg were the
methonls of showme down work and what seems bo have been cal-
i:|_||.-|1|'-:’| r||i~.||~.|_' il :|11'.|_|'!|'11'|l._'n15 I:|1rr|i~.|1|:-_'d 1_||-e: :-".;_u'i:' ]_'.}' |:|i5 rizler.
Thesr lzeler aelbends, threagh nitert commented on, have alminst
never been recopnized az mades of slave prowst, They ate adduced
A ewvalenee ol e Binese aml irrcapenaibilivy of she A foirim, when
they are met merely cited withase comment 25 an clement in che
arided evononnic cost o slavery as apainst a <ystern af Eree emplow-
armz. e 1o inlerpretabrn rd sock belaciin ws 2alarace iy e
ployed, heewiseer, mstance after msance comees 1o mmil where con-
T racy wrilvrs Il e the Sy i moomere work tiom t'hE:.-'
were cotnpelled teJde aned basd bo heosoatelied acessintle even e the
s el Jasks s Lok vy when eompeerent o sailled sezedes aoal pee-
retiteend b abtane aeoeilie-wtiale gl:.‘ﬂh, el s 1l '_:-11rx".|:|'\.'|.' nt =l own
trecdnmm, they worked well wichout suporvizion, Similaly, where
stoves culival:] Poer cwn plots of xoeuned z2fler honrs, 1he enerey
Ehew put oo =uch fazks is Femzbed om acain azal aeaime The oou-
enent of qmy stwvewrer o CHuseed, I T ool zret such bared men
an woll canin Noew York, U'd nmeves bose aoocher nigger om0 my
olace” T inceates anfScientty o great woas the ganidom ol frerag
an urwilling werker b et feem s stine,

l|:-:||I:|'|f-'|lu1'|-.ﬂa winkks r||."|.:|-' |:-:_' l:|||-:.-|t|| r1::I||1_'r Fenr -'-I]'.ur c:-.';lnl]:uh:ﬁ -::.E
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slave protest. In the following prywige, he shows the artibudes a slane-
aw nee had co eombat .

Tl'u: [ Bl 8 R NI BT ol 1|'||-' mass awmsl L redueed Lo oa SWaren, the 'I'LI]'iI'Ig'
iclea of winel wil T, to erahle gee nu o Teeee dnla the sare chanmel
cf Tabzr -Te raoscles af o laree numlsr of coen af weious, kel aflen
contictice will: e ceef difficalty 15 to overcome theic great averziazl
1o labar, Thee have ns aljection noraking, dmoking, wel restiog, «Teo
aeccssary, and na gereral diznchnation te receive igstraction®

"The copstant mizapplivation and wasre of laber on many al the
rice plartatiors,’” he wlls os in aoarther work, “is tneotceivahly
greac” 1le expards qis mival statement ag Eallows;

Cratige mee el proverlaal siopddicy amd dapsed prejudice of the negro
Clct prevazliee b Zzian ool ad Te i eere cacefnlly poisoned wily irnorance
tham tle Litorer of wher zoumetries ), a0 35 excesdingle difeolt v oinore-
duce new ezl inzpoewed zcthods af applyieg hoa labes. Tle always
stzorreTs atgee s bl wew -Tashiarnct icplenocacls ;aed al Lthey are Tozocd
it T biered=, Deowill chee b Liend 1o Tereak theanr, ueo o make thena enly
|1I:I '5I.||.'..' "|'|'I'\l.'|-C h .'R.I'lil'l: LHE LTI HE Y '.II'II-iL'\I-'IIriI..I.II_"-' '|'|'i||1 \'I-I'I:I.‘t |1E |1ilh Ill"l.'11 Aila-
baed ko o witlond chem 45 4 common timye, [ am 50l to soe a
bz paspe ol pepenrd, coc® carrvang ateail Tour showelstel af early
uga & bowt S Lalaneesl an Fis Tead, wuﬁ-.-h:_g ':le_'\-wl_'r' .'||-'|11g nn 1he embank-
fwent, A oa- ke bevel aresndd cwes sides of o laope Aehl, feraaps Lo o
mile, e Bl bemoch a3 ol which an sqoal momber o7 Tashmen wonlid
accomphsh, T Tavicg planks acrose 1he Gebd and ronniee wheclbarrows
apan thoe, wn s deeslk af the Eme The clumsy iron hoe s, almosst ety
witere, mizile o: oo e work o jack, spasle, shovel, and plow, 1 Tave
seez ol ety g prievs Ui naengy pliontatwnes, @ plow Las neeeer lin
v s the Jaedd I enlively prepared for the crop by cheprag with
|.|.I|:: I'Il.ll:- HE Y [ :'Iil'a'l.' l\.I.‘L'HI.'T'iII'.":I..:H

Tu the rase af ane experiepze, he fatlher decuments hrs assertions |

Cin 2l waee '|:-|:|.||I:'.1ti||r| 1 liwr li:-:-l.'t||;1|1;|.':|_-_.' dtb’;‘ﬂ'ﬁ:d. 11w glaves wEEE,
1 justoe, treased wicls ot least as otoeh diseeetion amd juticioons considera-
Linin ot Loty , vun=isbont wilh Y oamioe n:;;rl.r|| fnr their henlrh, CLIMe
Fort, aned meralz, s on zny olher in all the Slave Staces: wet 1 could not
awinel fli-drvang - —arel T o rLu.i:u.l:.r trnle oo T@:n= tn dil =1, por wees any
sparin fmelinies afnedsd me to @0 st—repealed inssances of waste and
ovsapplication of Inter which il cun novee be paossable oo gaaed apainst,
whezo the agunts cf iedustey are e Manr such evdences of waste
at veol'd pr U edsy o afesicy; and others, whach Feha ik tnecnurey
altea s e ks, doovnt adeuinely aceunat fop the general impression
that &3l 1 saw pive me; but there weee, jov instanee, under ooy ohseeva-
iwm, gales Il upen ancl hars lefe duwes, ajrainst 51ar|d.i:ng DrOETS retls
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eemoaved Erom fences by the nepeacs, a8 was tonjectored, to Kidle their
fires with ) mioles Tused, sl obplemeots braken, Ty caseloss wape, a
Auwe-bioat caseleasly aecureld, potzg alnl on the rives ) oz ardesed 10
vart cails Jur o ow Tence, deposciiog tieem s that e doalle expeese uf
labir wial:d B rerpren] 4 e therm, mere dham ol Tave Tiren neecieed
il they hal lieen praced, as they nughe almoe ax easdy lise been, Ty a
slight execoage of Toeethoyglil; men, ordersd o A0 op 9dce miade by
alligators or crawhsh in an important embartkmeat, dscovesed 19 have
merely pacched cuer the oncigisles having aken saing anly 1o make e
afteer tnae they Fad esceua] ear wsh—oor having been everloskad
while defong it by = driver; o, noe Raviep e loraied sducies char weee
entrosticl to ey, makiog seatcaoents wlhoclk thear cwnae was abliped e,
receive oy salleaenl exomse, Seacerh he wild wsg he Tl saaced] hiecy were
Ealsr - nl gedng to zhew halatual cardessoess, wcdolencs, and mere: -
——T

T]'.Pse ]lﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ'l".ﬂ sl e B regardrr] H1Y 'i11|'|i-e':|.|!i1'.|'::' .i'lrl:'.' -:_'-."E:m'i..-:t:'{l
5_1.'$I:£rn -;_'.F .n.'l]:-:’lmgl._ :;l:l-:_'h HE rr|'i_|_:_|:|| |'r:-r||;1_'5=.'z|'|'-|_'.' '"-:: 'rt::l_l_l in:-". I;||'i-; i|_r|-:1
other sperific evidenors of willful waste domml in ghe woitings of the
teemos. Refosal to aocept the plow in place of the hoo may, indeed,
have been @ Grrect rezalt of abor pactecns Browghe from Afoica -
self, zimce there the hoe as the primary agriewlocal teal, 1he plow
newhere being kncwn. Certaialy the slave's incpoacz s canneel be loid
Lee inhericed incotipedence. Froe Nepgaes, e slaves, relsazel Tor
watk o the 1owas con enadiins char 12y cotwreet g glicie atastess
TRt ral their WHT S, liacl ricy r_|i|"|_||._'|:|]!_:,-' R :<1:L'r{':i:_<1-|_|'|:'}' |,-:m|_||||:,--
inf__r_ im;:—]e_—m:h:s Tinr neewerrr amed =nsire i:l_lrr|'|;||'ii:il,l_|:_'|| thin the |'|||'|'|.'.'I orog
pick or a shovel. A possibie zurvival of an aboriginal wock habit,
plus what weuld seem to be an unfoomulated drive 1o soe b it 1lat
the master proht no more chan a ouginum Tron che slave’s Taloz,
would scem o account Jor ehe wastefulness s cleatly covoalsl Lo
any event, tre 0w that woder slavery the Nepin was 4 relavian,
willEully ancfficiem worker is o uildoee funiier enE e e did
nat exhikit that dneiliey held te T so decp-enetcd & parl ud his natare

Malingering and fempnirary escape alie were romman machods of
avoithisg libur: Hmsted can again be called on for testimony con-
cerning these wiethods:

The alave, 6l Le o5 smdismomed o wenk, angd espeeally 6 he 5 not
treatel] well, o dues oot Like ee pnasier welon baes bireed o, weill sham
suwrkoiess— evrn make pioaslE Gk a1 Lnoe= bt e nemE nae oweatk Tigt
g more serigus losg frequently arises, when 1he slave, Henlivg e is
worked ton Lard, or being ancerst by ponichment ot uakined treacment,
“grtting the sulks."” takes to the swamp,” and comies back wheo Tie bas
a miod e Diten this will not be t1] tae yeae is cp Tor whickh §e is
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engaged, when be will retuts oo his ewner wha, plad to find ns properiy
rafeand fhar it b ook el norae seeamp, oF mone to Canada, focgees
kg Llu:ui:’l'l:. Lisn, @0 immvdi;ttl}' weoely ben for anotbier wear 10 1 new
macier.*!

DT wars of accomplishimg this same end are also rulacaled

He afierwirds sl 1hat lis negross never worked s Land as Lo tise
thevselves  alwaws were lively, amd cearly toogo nff raoa Erelic al aighil.
He did not thiak 1hey ever lid half a Fac day's wnss, They conld nne
he made to work hzol: they never would [ay st chor srength freel,
and 1t was ampoasible B omake hwin dooie This §s jusr whar 1 have
‘thonghe when 1 lave atesl slioers 81wl k—rhey sevad 20 e 1hraugds the
btz el kdwr witlown quating ~Srengih intn Poem, Thee beep their
ewrrs inoreserve For their awn e at night, perkaps®?

Hewe careiyliy wed covstantly walch had o be leept gver =lavey 35
supgested in iy passape

The averseer toule Smangg e ou i Lo 2e, cagoy g hes ool 3 sawe-
hide whip, consintly dkoecting o eegonzing oo bl a3 my com-
pabzion and eovscli, Loah several tines aorecd, s odten as T wsiegd
vne encd of the Tine of aperatwns, 1he haead= o7 1he other end wonld dis-
ongimae therr Taler, voc e cwrned oo ride iewareds them agan 1

[t T h_'.-' r|'||.=l'.'|:|||_-. 's|||_'|'| HES r'|1|'5.-e: 111:1'. r'||.|_' -;_1|.- [emeelpxs |".-'|.'r_'.-"|.-.'|'|¢‘rr;' prrea-
tect themsebaes ; and. as alwavs, the master s helpless apainst paszive
resistance of thes sart, cven mate than againgt mnre acivee forms af
pritest. Uhe siluabion deseriheed in ghe eitatinas Ermn Ciimgrel rragh]
he: maichesl with ethiers, Erom both the Uieited Seates aind the Wese
Tndies, and helps us wnelerstand che exasperation 1hat drove save-
awaere to jrexpressble cruelties, It s hut the eepeticion or a well-
wirn truth o indicals chac syslems based oo faree nmst eesod 1o
iorce to make them wors at all: yet ic must 2o sadecated amain thao
in appzeach e mmateer solely Troar UGie vigwpramt al (e shocemwner,
afver 1he manner of mos discuzsivng ol slave ile vade: slavory, s
abecured the importance of these jorms of protest and has dese
muel troesablizh the slerealygw of M inarely drecopemsille and
imnately Tazy Negro,

Suiciele, mlarticide, and pozoming were often resorted to as a
means ™ avouding slave status. Brues speaks of anitide smnng
wdults™ s "not webnown,™* Ball, speaking trom expericnce, says:

Sell-descruchion is moch mare frequent among the slaves iz the enteat
region tnan 15 generally soppeaed. . . O Rownde aronngsl the slgves is
regatrled as o matter of dangeroos example, and a3 one wlich it is Lhe
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butiness and the simerest of @3 proprociors e dionadlenaaee avd pre-
vene. All el rELetIcaLs wlnel cazn lue elw=perel .'J|:;r|.i|'|hl it e use! Leotoier
nepTaes Srome Fag perpetustinn ol o8 anel seels as e el degadiul
opegne o 'irt'e'ing Flapririves Frapn Upep musecae, aire gl ave rareled
in repretation after doath. as che wozst o cricteais, amd their eehies ace
il allewed the small portion =i Caritian rile: wRics are asarded $o
Lhe crirpuees id athicr aliovoat?

It iz oot withoot inteeest tor leaen that ac Tommer. the leiuler of
rete it senst impoztand slave Peenlts, was altmost 1 vwlan of his
rreothier’s Srantic re fusad op Bringe anctler slave inte the wea kbl Elee-
sell African born. she is =aid 5o have bees osoowilil hae ar Xa's
birth she had to be tied 10 prevene her from murdering bam ™% 1ige-
setl mpwaks ni the task of e oversees 7to sec it the women were
tiken care af that clahiTaeth maght Te atceswded By osia serweis mis-
hip " ble comtimsaes;

Tl wgrnorance of Coe wormen made ic nesessary 1o lake macy precan-
T, A herge rstle of caddven daed e aieer being Yo, [nomang
caxes 11w redariel thaa e owdhers Taw con Eheen 0 e amialie Zow
miarh 1lus was chize 1 sl i;;nl:-r:n:n.'l.'. Yweewe ameh o Al :||.|';;HI 1uchi fEec-
ence of ¢he slave whmen For ticir -_:.IT:-:l:;rmg, aral 1w el 1nop Areee
Lis Bramg s ehivdren inio she wo<'d 1o bve amder shivery il s anpossible
Lo sy, Perlages cach cause eontrilbeled 1o chie resvle ¥

biodern historical rescarch ha: made evident the affectien of the
slave winther Tor Rer cbildren. spnoczace of @l cate s 2 dedfieult
axpianatrm why masy sathers xilled 1thewe ehildeen Ty Leczg? cc ciem
at night. That the third cose Beded v proceding: qaetation was
by tar the mest valid woubil geems to he toe Shelica conclusion
Poizoning t5 nod aften mentioned in the Feesature, Lot Rracken™?
werites ol a nustber of cases of Maryland =aves who were hrouglt
before the courts charged with attergts on ghe lives of it masters,

Bubming away, wnotlet Teem of protest, @5 well setopgitioed. To
cite CHinsted oree peore, i was so coemon chat sautbern writers
graurl_f ol 3 oy 3 ciseiee— fonmwenng, ber wlosly e wETL
race in peculiarly subject’; ta whach this writer adds 1he asicde—
“making the comman mislicke of attribiting 10 Bl that which is
much renere caticnally In b deaced 1 rerdivien, " T s et FIEIERSLT
to read any of the nomerous bivgraphies of e=caped slaves ar 1he
tales of escape conlained i cepnrls nd the “wmadesgronnd mailread "
ta eealize the strengtl of the compulsions toward Trecdnoe. Risks
were great and purishment a2 the gvent of capture uf the severest,
yeb giten and women by the thowsanda took the eisks.
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One commentzry is Toamd dn the reports of ihe nperations of the
erulergemaul railraul regarding U evpe of Negen who refuzed Lo
AL el 1Ie stilus of slawe where e rrealil LH:-'\.:.'”_I]}r [ Feor it is
apparent that a lasge proportion ol thase wha attempaed and achieved
fiaght were just thuse mast-favored Seproce whe naght be sxpected
ta be the least moved to cesentment—the cducated men wiwo could
read prd wrelle, the sxilled rraftamen, the Twasss seevants. The case
af twe slaves, hired vt hy theis owner, 3 widnw named hirs. T.edisa
White of Bichmand, Yizgnia, 3¢ bypical. Bedh were skilled ; YWillam,
a baker, was worth 30,000 te bis owner, swhile lames was equally
valuable. Hditorial commene in the Richmond Lesparet 1oad:

v oo Thess prgroes belorg na wideow laly aned eonstitute all ghe prope-
erty z1¢ has on farth ‘They have Both Seen raiscd with the preatest
wndulgense blad i been edherwize. ey wou'd neyer have haod an op-
forumity o care, a5 chey nave ssone. Their fdiglit has leic ey pennl-
lezz, Lnher wf them weonhl Lave ceadily <zad o Fi2oo; and Ar, Tower
swlviseed thenn swier o sell thatr o3 e enoneeeenent of the yesr, prub-
ablly wnticzzating the very thibg thal Saa bagepezod. She o lasol ooode 5o,
becawse shic delt Lo wwch arteckabeue Le Moo, Thoy bave macle o fine
réturn, 1raly B

Knowing how o read and wriee, James was able from Canada to
answet a lerler Eromse by lace owencr askany Lhar he 1eturn bo save her
Troct ghe disgreas amd Laangipl erndsrassroend T eseaps had cansed
her:

Inztead o1 weping over 1he saed siluacion D his Vpeencless” ooisiress
a4l ﬁEIl.'Iwif.'r:' any .‘\.i.!.:'l'lﬁ cl o coneiticn Tur 1'.:|.vi|:p 1.-.r:.-n;;t--:'. e azan alu
Lield tqe vergage ul o sven Lzeeel @wd Sy dollars o leme Jzenes
actually leels rejoivad ol Lond Ton his Lilerly,”™ azed s "very magh
pleaserd wish Toconte™: s oot satis$ier] yet, e s oven eomenrting a
plan by which his wite nuzhe b run o frem Fachmond., whic would
e alae ciwse of ber ivaer {Heony W Lo les, Esyg ) lusing at Jeast one
thowsand delar: ™

It will prolably never Be known how many slaves did make gnod
thriv ravape, thal prooest continued in e veey ezl of the period s
shown by recent hiseorical studics into the bebavior nf ahe slaves
duritg the Civil War® b is widely Twld bt most slares cefuzed 10
desert cheir masters and mistrezses, prefercing 1n remeain wille their
Ywiile Trley” rather than oisk e lite o tree men. Koo only in the
Sea Islandz, where the Meproes weee first likerated, did they refoze
ke suemimpany tear magiers feein from the nacthern Groops** ot
elsewhere slaves helped the Unioh 11oops wheeever posslble, 2s eicher
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soldicrs or zeouts, or by carrying aatormation from behind the Cone
Eecderate limes, or Ty perlferming manual lalnr on Enrtification: and
cther ntiary worh:  Matwraliy, many slaves did remadn with heir
mascess duringr these fimes 0 siecss, and this sepgests that toe range
rf variagicn i fSuman femperment o0 e fnwnd cverywlers existed
an the large Megra popabitien of the 1ime,

L]

The '.-.'i:'ll.'“'tllw:_l.d amd ofen snccessfuf claracler af arganized re-
volie by Wegro slaves indicates that assong the Africans brewght to
the Mew Worid theee sstusl have been leaders able to take command
when eppartunicy offered. amd wlose raddines of Teaderslop were
passed on to those whe came after them. Africs had miiirary spes
cialists amil, searcely Ioss impnetant. these whose doty it was to see
thist the supertatnal fnters wirt feadered faverabie hefore a given
campaign was untertaken, The prolilestt which we mgsad atremipt o
anzwer, then, is ke wxeeal Lo which a process of selectivily was
operasive Juring enslavement that Tavored or gended or elimipalg
such sperialists; whather, as eveofually conatiomted, the slave prpi-
latacn represented o oross sectinn of the West African commanities
Erum which it wa: derved or wis weielited toveard e31her @nd we 1he
gencial weale.

Crpinion mose generally has it that there wae a scrong wewghting
cansed b the dact tiat Alricans of least worth oan their own cuun-
iries were sold us slaves) o, Tecanse of lack of abiliye. Tell most
ready prey to the zlaver. Theve s evidence ta prave that snmie cepre-
sentalrves of the e secinevcunnemig straka ol Afrivan scies,
ap hrast, webe snlil inda sluvery , abd 1hes is some eeasnc 1 beliees
that certam of chese men or their descendants, such 25 Christophe,
e lealérs in b organied stiove rewolts uf the 2vew YWorld,
Mrs. Bremer gives an instance of o slave nd noble African hinod @

Many of the sfves, also, wloe ace boougla oo Cabi Tivse beea oinces
arad clhiels of tTair crdes, anid sucl of their race as hasve accompanied
thern izl alaveey wn the photenms alwave shew them respect and
obedicnre, & oty wewng man, /o prince ol ke Duccsmees, with several
ul his waticat, was tiken ta a plantation on whch, Fren sone cagse or
othzr. he was condemned Lo b dorred, ad the ol e iy costaniry
in aarh Giees, o wituess the cunishmeal, When the ywoung prince Taid
himzelf down an the mioomd o reocive the lashes, bas arandaoes 3l
the same likewise, reguesting to be allowed #o share his punishmene ™
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Agarn, Marean de 3 Rliry tells b the respiet shown in 1aitn to
meml=rs uf African royal famihes:

The Mine Kegroes have even ool soon to sosornse princes of their
counktry L. o peostiatimg thesn=Eelves al theit Teck and rendering Hem
that homage wlhiost cazlzast e the 20200 o seceilie o which (hees
privers Bave Tors codeced an b cslung offers a0 strzlome ennngh -
ganoe of the insayility of Yenan eoeatness™
Freld wrrk in West Sioica bas pomls avai®alfn sorie Tectler in-
formatinn regarding che incln<ion of pper-rlass pereens 1w the slee
rar s ULese clata came enlnely Ereom Labconey-—an comparabie
materials dave beon collectod eliew hero—en char any penecalizations
rlrvvers 1o thern aroasl Be roacde wit?t all cvsereabions=. Yol the fact
that 1 tT:is dnscance cracdiiwaral listore is s specifiic mighs mlicats
that the echardsers oeodved wore mcore woilely opreralive in West
Africa thao the dacts previously in Tand sogpest.

Tradeion has it that, o Dalaeney, eorsilerabls cuiombees af per-
sons ware enslaver] ae a reenlt of dyvadw quarred: When o new
kit wrad 1o ascend a thecne, s righl oo tie kingship was somne-
I:'ir.rtl'5 d5-<'|'||:|1r'l.|. ||_'.l iL h'r-:ll]':rr. I_'|'=|_' s aaxl s ||irT|_"r-e:r|I: “"i'fl_' uf 1_|1q"::r
commott Jatler, T eovelt Brose oot wharever dhe reandn, the winer
hiul 31 hanal 1k slieve enarclecr -:Hh]:-c'.l:u-' nd Ty rival, This et -:_'m'l:,r
meant that the unseccsziul contender was <aiely and prodtally
disposed nof, Bad aliu Lis famile aned sapporiing chivl= s diviaers
and theprivets wheo Bad acdvieed] and wded him o were alen ovslaved.
The cxtent b owlich ehis aoeaumt repreaats oo cassgeration of nral
trachieiane trast rgt be lost sighb el o0 s weedl boewen that one of
the Datnmiczn kings. Glele, was tor many vears beld srnisener onder
the cepones nE o uncle, wlao sold 1T s awnther it slavery,
an] proiably ethers of the roval compewand. T i: ar hiztonical fact
that Do Scoza, the Postupuess nmlatea eondblnd af CGlele, aller s
iriend bad ropzived his throne, traveled 10 Brazil w And and boing
back: the deported mother of the king, Tradition savz e was sue-
cesbbul) history zans die azissien ilel

This tradition concetrong dynasue dpules wonkl geromnt Toe
memdrs ai the Dahomesn neliliny Taing slaeed; o Egrtber trivhition
tells e circernalapges under which priests of the native calts werne
sold away in considerable maerlers, The rxplasatieon of thaz Fact is
hkcwise pnliical, thaugh interiobal cather than dncrat-ilal differ-
eaces are dnvolvred. Local pricsts. especially Wnse of the river cults,
are held to have been the most intrinsigeant among the folk whom
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the IlaluAneans -:_'|'|1:|||1:|:'r|"-:[. Wililp 1 gerams o bave len [ﬂ'r]:ll:!r' o
spare coanplzste pravses a0 gl the goeds ol 4 ecnguesed people winubkd
nor be wadole irritated and thaes e remdered dangrersme, pracses whe
refuzed do b, ar owlo swezc Gotected inintrisoe agpunst the cone
querars. were tiaprssl of thewpeh sale to 1he shoeerz 1t s Armly
belivend in Eambomer 1nday tat one oof the reasons why the Freoch
cansguered bt cunnizy was ik, lavings <abl aoway all those com-
petent b placake e poswerful siver el these Seezps Tnaliy wiok
hete wespeane m s nGacnes

It o5 appareat thal Lere s a riechatizze which may well aczount
Tor the waacctsiess o Adrican teligious Lelieds in the Mew
World, whien, as will Te seen in later pages. bulk Ja-gest among
the varicns clements of West Adsican culure susviving, What
could have maore cHectivels aided in rlas lom e presenve of 3 cun-
siclerable number af speciali-ts who voald eierseer e omiverse in
teeens af aboriginal belie? S Wear, indeed, cosabl hase snre ade-
aualely satictimte] resistanee S slavery than cthe presence of pricsta
whey alde 10 sxsure snapertanmal sipport 3o oalers aoed fnlinwers
alike, kelped them £gla by giving il ronviction et e cowers of
their ancestars wers avling them in their sergeerde for Erecdom 2

[l ehie Easis of spch evidenes tren Adrica and Lve Now Woorld
a5 3z avanlal:de, dbesy, o prnna-Tacie vz cin beoazauhe lal Uae sTawe
prepnlztivg inchnded a certaan ol oF oopoesentatives Erom Afri-
ron goeernny and prieeTy cleses War ef he vkt mmoerey of
siaves F Ware thew criminals an:l waleemoents or derive] Tecm those
ineapatde Af casrvimg an in their 2wgdnal colinres * Uontemporary
ecstiteny Scvnss Lo be ananinwes (ae chere was oo selective progess
bt weomaly] bz ezler enrels IYEE ather 1wy akhers (e 5|31.-'|:r_1'.
Tere Lahat, whe Lved 1o the French AWost Toedivs for many years
at the Twighe of slavery, listed four clasees o the Alrican pofulas
tioy Croann which slaves were deawn. Iran, T sy, woere s whnse
‘|'|||T|5:=]]:r|1‘tll ﬂ.gﬁiﬂ-:! Hate Tsw bl e rr:-111-'.:||1|-:1 fr :_'-rr]'-el:nal
Lcrnisbimeod 11k i5__ LIY \.|:|'.'|.'r_':.' For ke [:ri'r:r_l_' pr-'_':':"l: 1 the ki1:||q'5._"
The secid proup were priseners of war; the 1hind nsge wln,
alr-:a-ﬂ}l slaves, were sald 1r mect the peed ol elieir maslers for
money. The Soarth growp. which Laba cavs comzprieed by {31 1he
Erraical matiher, were [Tings -:":'l.||1ur|'-:| 1:-}' n1n1':||_|-:1:r|g Tals o rob-
ber: whi, with the renmivanre of patne mlers carried as Liese
raicds to satisIy the decnands of 1the Eurncean dealers™

Znelprave, active himsell in the acade, gives the [ollowing ways
i which the Megroes were enslaweed :
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A= {ar the Maener how those Pl.'l.ll:-]: hecume Slawvds ! il LINERY be re-
duced under chese several Heade,

. It has Been the Casteist among the Megracs, time out of And, and
i oo rRiz day, Tor caenn o mzke Slave: of all she Caproves ey ake
i war. Mow, heloce ey bad an Opoottunily of selling them to the
white Pesple, ther werr nlten ubliped 1o kil great Mo'tiudes. when
they birl tiken aoare 1lam they coold well eangloy oo eheir vwn Planta-
1cms, bor Tear that 1|'||.'_1_,-' ehemaled seterl, arud EHdE:l;ﬁ:’Er thewe Bactere 53.1'1213!'.

aly Mae Crimes AMnNgs them are pdansbie:d by 3ulcis and Fines:
and 1f 1the Ofemler bas not tte wherewnlal e pay bis Fioe, he s 5old
ior & Slave - This s the practce of the solud People, a5 well as of thage
ca the Sea Side

i, Leliors who refuse o pay thee Delts, or gre insoleent, are
likewise liable to be mads Slaves; but their Friends may cedeem them s
And GF chey ane nac alle oc willing 1o do ik, 1her they are geneeally sold
Tur the benctit af their Crodisers, Yar Tew o these come into the bands
uf the Earspeows. beng kepl by cheir Cauntrymen {pe their awe use,

alhly. T Tave hezn 1ald, Thac i is canwnen Tor some inland Poople, ta
sell their Chilleen Tor Skaves, T’ hew are unsder no Meceseily Eor sa
iy ; whah [ owe ineliced oo believe, Bot I bewer obserwed, elad e
TPanple 2t the Sea Coast praclise ous, utless compellod ceaeto by
extreane Want wod Famiee. 25 the People ol Wiiidaw have lately been ¥

Fateonbridge repeatodly streseed enzlavement by kidnaping, and also
Aesetihcn the methed called heating, wheeeby saklors wonld pon off
a =l | Bt Eromst eheeir ship, load it with supplies, amd, sading g the
Tivers, take om wlnkever mukives ciande B0 thear hands, whetler b_'|.'
=ale or by captuce;

I have mois] reason Lo Lelicwe, 2ol <7 one Siandred aed ety e oo,
which woere pusciiasced oo e abige or whicla 1 then Telonged, ihan Dyimg
al the tiver Aebcis, by B dhe groaet pacl, aF oot The whale, amre
kidnapped. This, with warimas sther oetances, ombBrms owoin the beijef
tlmer Richvappaing sl duse! whinde supgdies tle ckoosnds of OEprorT
a.nn1|'.:|]|'." :;|||.|’| SfE Plubse vxlensiee "-‘.-'in-:i.'.l.':l.rl‘l__ ;|11.-d |:|I:|'|¢r I::uazts.l where
boating prevmls™

Tn West African wars, fioe peracd were eotiside red nomecomlatants ;
gveryons pteanntered by a eonwjuering aerny wag captured, and sither
retiingr] Tur vse Ty his raptors, sacrifced o their religious rites, or
in the vast majorily of instioces, sold away to the New Warld. L'he
Kidnaper alee wis no cespecter of petsons; one of the reasons why
this eechrigus was zo feared was that i ook e heaviest tnll froan
the most defenselece, the younp folk. llow vivid the remembrance
of these depredations remains even st the present fime in West
Africa is cvidenoed by the akility of a Trgobtand aative, living io
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Dahomey, to give a clear aecount of their eonsequences For i
Eamily. The peeple of this man had iled before the Ashanti, after a
war 11 which nuny oF his ancesaral celatives had been lost i batile,
either killed or carricd off mea caplivily, Taeer, whin o hew Lomes
had been cetablishied, they Tad onee mcte 4o soipate eastwards, {or
their enemiss still raided chem. Finallr there was nothing to do but
e pul s sach resistance as el a5 thew coulrl

Ti.-.«l:-pli.- we canl ..*1:',!:4.':.;1 |I-r\-r|:|_|ﬁ'|'¢5|:j I:"“:".- b, ([ rrh.' M |:'I'-e"|.' 'I:-1:|}
Lhey gt Cor shap. Tlid taeewe pn sivamrer. TE mare pe oot noan 'w|'||:'| Y
strong catch hirn go ool My prandiacher be sy Agiede Doy s people
in Pope, then take po "war o place they maw cals Troclown Aqieda
ke villige there, 1hen make we peanle om cnllren, Wien childsen
born. Alguada ke awaye o sollF

The bl wis that the seleciove clicacter afb tlee sbhiove 1rwle oper-
atad to bring the Teast desirable elemencs of Africa 19 the New World
s 1lns r|1'11||-:"':r 'n..i||||.u1|_|;] h_1_,r e 1'¢|:|||rt$ -:_'.l: Thn:_:-sl_ wrhirn wrrake -;]|_1r|.r|.g
the days ol ehe erule oo h:,' the erodi inmy of Rl.'l.vil:l_g hel:l i the arca
where i was fost infensive. That destors were enslaved mcans
nuthing m trems af selectiviey Eor. ac was the cave with whirg
ArlaLors, -:‘]I‘T:-c’;:'l:'l.r'i-.‘:ﬂﬂ mecly Acies] 2 il o coumery ne AT N lisbe rge
fnanzial sespoensibility. Criminals likewise eonstituted 1 clzss derer-
mined by arlbitrasy defnition, set wp Tere as in every cullure; it s
re T Tonbled whoetler o0 Woest Alnica, smy ssome than o Tucupe,
an wnherent tendency o depravity can be ascribed 1o Bose who were
deported beciwse of theic crimes. AN agmee. matenver, that debtors
ared cranainala weere baat o samall preguorlen ol Lo ciacgaes ob the slavs
g wessels, which means that the daminant facenrs were nonaclos-
tve—warfare and kilnaping  And theugh 1 may be maimained
that thuse Alricaos wio were ool alile cicaped in warlare, this
pint woubl be Lighly dificonlc to estallish; while it would Te cven
mote difficult su prose thad ese kjdnaped were possessed of any
particular incapacidy.



Chapter V

THE ACCULTURATIVE I'EHIHCESS
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Tn caonsidering the accommodation of Africans to their vew World
eultural miliew, diZferencials in the degees of contaet bebween bearers
af Furepean sl Adrviean traditions lave ofien been reengnized,
even thtigeh annst sbmdeeds of the Wepos nothe Lnied Siates at
Tzl ded b Dizzonn vheer eesesncbs po e borers of e s roan-
iry Yot eychoattentien as ther have caid to other parts ofF the Wew
YWaorld has meinde 10 plaam that A fricanis=s have not survived to che
gamme clegree sveryahere in the ares An o vxample of this —=ar b talen
from a passage in the most recene wock of FPrazier, wha, a3z will be
cemembered, complelely rejects the thesiz that any clemenls of
Mirican evleese are to be trund in the Usited Soates

Teewrert stuclernta .o L leewr Dicen aldes b teaee v wooerls a0 1he Sens
Elmge e Poeprones wn Al Wean Toslies, Surizazne, :1|1r| Bl 1o 1hmir
.'\fri-:'.l:n SIILITOE S, TII'.'TE! :i!'i il.I!'\-l::l il:l'.l.lrl.':"\-h'i'\'!.' I"\'E'I'.'I'I'.".' Ilr |.|'||.' r.-.l". t.:.:.i!. I'I'I
the Weer [liey ol in [raris ol Soth Anmesien, Abriezn celc-e =il
survives 0 the rehginns prachers, Fanecal Sestevals, Tolklers, ane dancss
of oe Fmansphmte:t Nogroes, . Fyven ooy b appeats that 1he
Aincin pastern ol samndy Bl s perpeeimaded an e patriarekal famaly
orgamzalion of Voo YWest Tulom Negrpes ?

|;:l|,|-:'|[:i1i|||:|.ﬁ Trcan 1ir wr'LI!il'l;‘_"h ol "."f’ra1|1-|:r'|:., Fark awmd Elenlir 10
sirrnlar ¢ Mer, :g_i'.'IESL in e Bl I"|'|:1|__'|1D'r nd orhes work wall alsn Le
recatled

.l'l'l. E:\TII'I'II:I EEI{":'::IF irlﬂ'l:lt'll'.-irli; il.l'l."l:l:!'l:l'lF\l'il!:l:l.| t1":|' Hitllil"‘ll\nﬁ. 1]'!:I||!."|.'
which ceriain 1vpes ofF slaves hael grealer opquertunine Forocontagg
with theic masters than others. has received mece study This point
of attzck has been mo=t shirp'v defned inostades o8 slavery 1 ahe
United States. Ohnoamidysie, the approact is geen oo he based oo the
“plantatiaon faritms’” thae has played =o large a sole in shaping con-
ceptz nut onby of e matituten of slavery, but alsy of e ante-
hellum South in gencral. hlost eften, this defferentiation takes 1he
forme af contzesting the indimacies of the celation between lionge

[ A
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servants and theee masters to the shpht cordact and lack of peeconal
feeliay between the mass of rude fiel? hands and :heir owners o
averseers In consileriop this phase ni the problem, we asc there-
fore dealing with a stereotype wiich catses e dichetlomy Setween
the two grewps oustomarily 1n bo laken Snr pranced.

L 1bviecl ].ﬂl:.l"l| ro b pomasigeced] cpmeeerps e maoner 11 whoch 1he
shaves acenzrmjue] Elenselees ||'i|'|'i.:'r|_=n1|_'|' U1 wyTIIS TS H of
the Eurepear enltare they encoontersd, Tiere we are breasing new
grinonad. since few iF any stadies have even envizared this aperoach.
Yot a0 as impertant iF che swuacion is tn be analvzed adequaicly. For
as has leen inddicziod mevicasly aml as owill Taesz Tee dreannesnated
in delail, e raeackchng fan of SNew W arlld Mecon caloone s 1hat
peveclere e Adrzemntisons s o=t flemeclves b the amme Srgres
i1 the ceveral sart: imto which any bozan caliure can be divided. I
soon leveree: appiererd 1hat, while Adzicani=mrs inommaterinl aspects
of life are almase gk, and s peolitical organization are 5o
war{wdl thar rezoinldasicss arc dizecrnilde ooty on o clnse acalysis,
Alviran beiiphons genices and magisal Talicfa arc evervwhezr 1n e
leza] i ome cheastee as recupsicalle —arvivals, and are in eviny
rewien e vennerrees Tham soeervals oo the cabee realens ol eeliore,

Wil chese three plzes of the probilom in mend, fem, we iy
wirin Lo cornsiieraion of the soculeerative mecimess which en-
diersl Mew World 2oewoo oradiion with che Borzs 11 wns Jater o
Febe, "Bl vz Twest D cooee hee avalyging Lae toleroaclal sination og
it esisrond alirizg e pesinl ol slavery, leaveztg w sierceling chap-
ters the alstoemeatenr, of Adrieamaie Eanel o we Negra suliore
bz,

4

Wihat cawsed the differences belween e soveral paris of che Mew
Woenld in releneion of African custenc ! Uhough the answes can
anly T skerelwd, esperidy sinee adequaes Tistoeiesl awalyvies of e
dati crwsraing |_'|'::'|.I|I:|ri|‘:1'| Nle vt sommmarntal Sorth Smeriea
end Braxil 1. quine kacking, yor the efeciive fwnr= wre discermible,
They were [owar in nember @ climate and sopeeraphy: the arpaniza-
fion amd eroerstion ol che plancations; the oomerical rabos of
Megroes to whetes; arad 1he exienc e wheel 4he contacts heowesn
Foegrines ol whiles in g giver area took flace in 2 fotal oF wlan
$|.'1I:'i:|:||_=|.

TF is quetead abiat e watueal cavianment influenged e Tide Ted
by various cornmaumatios af flawes i the Mew Weorld, Meproes
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pelualed this heritape tr 2 Far greater extem than wiere nonthees
were smaller amd major adzsients s alnnst ecnelond s slrange
enwirnamenl wee casential 38 e slave was 0 arkicer comoa e
sl surwival,

The bmpeeetavee of the envirenmoent 1n Jurcheri=p the cucoess of
slave revolls, or moarding the siasters Lo sLperess ARri-ings g te
captire pnmenay iloves. 3o aeeel D af soe wamestk, T, as a
r=i11'.||':|_' |':I-..1|'|'|||'.|-I il s clear that ndivadog] PRI WL 1T |'i'|-:|.-'|_1.'
!';'I .I.'il_' III:-III' Rl'illl:l 'I.'-'!I{'TI;' '|'|||.|:ur.\.|| -II!!:-[H.I_'II_‘} tll [!'"T'H.'I'li‘l SETL 1i|{' rlll'.\ht
soverc: il Upiles] S, swamps vz invited rumine awsy,
peTTEH s the alave aoeasare i protection Trome iz porseers that
wpne by el et Tiews alfonsled i Tnche peepics, dense
s bes aicle:l revedier-, ol v ol Sl cimilariny Tatwown the
enrnlitiomee o0 g e romaeaes el e meern 35 2w St il
tee settinge ol treir lives o Adrica andd beseoae of alwe oF-Fealies
Lrey preserbed oo Dneepears who were temptesd e erack e fopi-
Fives tlavagein ehe gl bazh

Atz couin 2y, il oche e nacdral anls o cepcenlment wheee
e <Saves el ek Iicve smlegmite woapazess e regioas wlneh seee
o serkesi prperbo ey woen they woore areed, monen [zease ocd Le
urh evsler]l Tor corevwelers in ke New Wl where <lavs cevclng
were sicces<iul, e Negroes bl the juegle ar dhe meoekains, or
Bl e o e, wloere 2w migzhe a-sublizh aral eonsalinkie theic
Anfonenees comziimies, Yhas was crue in sauniana. in Jan. m
Erracil, is Fammiaca, of s slsining 1that mvoamaller, Tess heavily dorested
ol aele o Mirlenlos, =0 Niowent, awl e Virgin 1sleenls, o
m he DUnines] States Qo Al i eareptions of 1T AMarcnms of
Floeruln whese s3vationn Toe o tleeie powing, flae Dekiaos rolaee (Tan
ooeth rherr vwes pazaibde] e=ork: 1, serious revelts were ol Suwn.
Al sinse exoape o numbers evatithle peant the presercakion of
Alrivminea~ i preator coancily amd purer Torm than wis ntherwize
prresilile ooy where e revolls Swne carle mothe history of
saving, as i Bzaal, or oseleero, o= Ganzsa ane] oo, contindous
rectaroim 0t Lberaehe rands o Al '[!-'l.'l'llr:|1i|'|:|l..-.. Lrhe aoconglant
saiily 0t mewramers frodh (e Advic e re the conmznnities nf
the, resolices, 10 spmifcance af this as infeeneing the arculurative
privres (5 clear

The =anner in which the plancatens were organize:d auel oper-
atect was, il st Fuvtlae oo all G Sow Woorkl Tt s eneler-
sbarolable, 17 ool latimde 13e sy=lem of slaverye s everys lieoe
arenied 1w ||='-'-'i|“l-'l‘-'-',; [wr tloe worl:] markst o owhlich ssteane thal
mskilled Lobese Tad te T divected towserdd growings the principss crop
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petuated this heritage to a2 Ear prester excent than where sumnbers
vere smader el midjor aljustoents o el compadetel v oalrangne
A i Fdarnenl T ezl 'il- 1||:' wlave wis b el VUL i it
sl Alevisal.

The importance of e sovranment in Forthering the soccess of
Flave revall:, onin aidung e masters co suppress opres ngs 20d o
captvee sutiwiy slesed. iao3 sl ol aoszie incment Thes, a3 oa
:~i111|:'|,' |':I-:.|1||||:|_, o eless hean ieelvcasTzal L=aas wATTe Ty |i|.'|._'|:.-'
LT FOR T I !_'_-'-ln;l_ wirtere pedgral olstaeles b '||||r.=~l|il woere Bl st
covgre s e Liles] Skaes, IENTI L :||'.1.'.5|_'."\.' el 1-|1'|'ni11i_|r iy,
permeeli, the alave a xcasave of pocdeenon Trom s poragens 1hat
apne sty wmb Tl peser lane aftordsl i In e oeapiee, enss
b Al revodiers, el Lecin=e 0 e smnlariee etaeen Hhe
crrnlitfomes ol [ife e mooeewsncs o] e mnet o e Goreats andd
B =ertee af cheir lives i ATt s beeamse o0 the alillienliies
Wy prvsented < lorpesns o wers sermpket] o sracg she [egi-
Eivis rhirodess vine Tl Ted,

A rare oy, vl cdee ol aisls o caner aloe e witcie
wipeel Lo bzt Ioeve snceg e sweapeenzs, e vopgisns w hieh woers
NE ~trbecis e by welen o wese ononed s Shewise e Te
vl evslnel Foe evrrvasta e o el oos Wentl setere sliee revedig
woere sacces ol clee Negroes Twd the queele ce e mmonnins, or
Bl s oo b, wloerem ey ozt ezl s b consehedike 1her
aubememeens coaneonnsizE. Thes waz trae s Cavaua, om ETadi in
Birael, i Famvaaen v s aciaioge 42al i amallern, Bes s heioly Togearaal
laals =il == Chorhoedes:, A0 WVincestk amed Lo YVirgas Dilaela, ar
m she o] Stancs dwirty gl e pxeepting ol the Mares of
Florcn wlev: s3meatiom oy S aligir wzioarp 2he Talions eathes then
throggh el waer meailal v, serions revols wore pear aloser
Al itk escape nonumTers gvariacy sceant che preservation ol
Almansli- i arerder oty asnd pres borm tian was clherwise
bl parrwialy where 1ze cesills e CcREN N e sty md
shivimg, m. i Bzosc, om v lese, a0 Sonvn: szt L Lanti, eoantiecnms
rectEicnn et 1owaeh oranly an e 1l|.'|||I:.:|I5|‘:1'|.h BErrel o oronsiint
sLily At e e rs ircsll Feoees Auirien ke 1he comomwitie s o
the e llers, 1ve spmiheaney nl tnis as infMuonciog the acenligratice
oo Qs chsr

The wianrer inowhich the plantatens were crganizcd aml oper-
Azved wens bothe ann sl we al e e W arhl Ui oo
slgealBle 07 sl TecaEe b saslem nf elavery wils eaeis w ez
arienird fnwisnad preshecing Toe 1T worhl sacker o which seans thed
||j'|ﬁ:-ii||i:d |._'||_'|||1' h.j_l] ki 1:-1' |'|ir4_'|:||_'-:1 1|'|l.'|.':|.'r-:'| gr-:l“ir|£ 1T E'-rill-:_'i||:|.| CTOp
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tn which the plantations of & given area specalized. Sogar o fhe
West Indies and South America and cotton in the Thniled Slates wers
most important, bot some plancations and some repgions were ces
¥oterdl 10 growing othct major crops. such as coffze and tobacco and
tire and indign. The eoutine nd work varied from region to cegaen,
tint eveevwliete processes were 3impliliod A0 a9 to restrice the number
af cperations. Fields had 1o be prepaced befote placcing, sicher by
brezking in virgin land or working over land coltivated the preced-
ing season. Manting, boring, and reapieg made up the secomdl stage,
while preparation of the product far the market was the fnal step.
In the ease nf coting, his 1at scep required ginning and balag
pn the sugar platalions, hoiling and cooling of the airup and re-
Rining the coystals wie pecessary, Snoe sives had ta be =ained 1o
periorm such =pecial tasks, but everywhere cacelol and constane
supetrisian assured that all aspects of the worke went Jorwacd, vhe
white pverseers beinp assisted oy slaves who were charpeld with
sapesvising he luhor of & smaller geeap than 1he white stpecintends
ehl conld effeciively conteal.

There were hstnmcal ag well s geonome feascas why dhe plans
tation svstern was sa anifed, Contacls between the vatious garts of
the entire Mew World were continuous. aned the manner in which
work was deme in ore region infAuenced the mode of operations in
anothes. “Fhus, it is pointed oot :

TManters coming to Sruth Caernliva Trazon Barlad es, Tinoadra, Anthgaa,
and 2t 1itre hraught with them e ideas of the plantaion regime with
clavery as the basis of the "aler sysiem .t

Sirmlaly, French anlmazgts Aeeing the sleve reenles of Hali brought
their ways o wirking their slaves as well a5 the slaves themesalves
to Louistana, while, in the apposite dicection, the Tory sevmpathizers
for whom the American Revolution was unpalatable mnved theie
ectablishruents to 1the Batamas and clzewhers in the Eritish Wesl
[helies. Bl these were anly a Tew af e unifying movenwns. The
Jews, expelled {eom Brazil in the sevenloeasuls cetdnry, mowves] 50
Thereh Guiiana and Cucagan with Pwir slaves, ssinrg up new esfates
in these Duech colonies: the settiing of Trinidad by planters Erom
o=ighlworing French, Erglish, and Sramish possescions fixed the
plantation econcmy femly on that islaod. In consequence. an onder-
lying umity. the tesule of historical and eoonomic ferees, develnped
L fhe Iew World as a hackpround far Neprn accullueagion o
Evropean partetos.

The Ereguency with wlack slaves were trained as specialists on



Tre MAccorTorative Process 118

plantations in the variows parta of the New Waorld differed greatly,
baet 11 amuse b agsumed that wherevee Barge wimbers of | ves were
employed, cectaim individuais were assigned 10 whatl may he termed
the service of supply. Carpenters, Slacksmiths. and others wly ecnld
repair broken implemenis wese essential: seme had to be entrasted
willy the caze af wfants where methers with young claldren wete
put W wock e the felds ) while specalisgs were regquined L bhandle
the apparatus used in preparing the plantatien prochace Toz the mars
tect, particolarly on the sugar catates, Floose and personal servanis
ol 1he masters sl alz be meiuded, thouph their aumbers. duties,
anel wtabner ol selection waried

T cdiees no foblinw, heaweves | ghat the lzaining ol those who oper-
ated and repaired sugar nails, or acked as Lose servangs, omoothee-
wize followed a roucine different irom that of the stear bely of
fickl hands was in itself sufficicnt to cause them to pive up their
Afcican moded of thougtu nr behavior. Thoegh greater persoral
crmact with the rasters was the direcl Tane An gecaier raking over
i Furapeact roeodes of hehasinr, the marmer of Iife 1od 2y ahe
whites, crrlamly e the West ndacs, was el swels as o weuleale
cither love ur respect for it on the part of thoss whe viewed 3t clogs
cst. Furthermore, in all the slavinp area, the slaves closest to the
ma:ters wene thoese maos? exposed Lo their caprice; and tae =vuation
of the hause =lave, 57 not iavclvior as bard and comtinucwus physical
laher as that required nf the ordinary %c1d hand, had serious drasar-
backs in the ennstant cxposuec n the sevese punishiment that fnilowed
=N |:||:|wi11i.r|g comdzed [hay dhsplensed the ever-peesent masiers.

It bas alreaely been sermatked how, 2 the Tinied States oy of
the slaves anded by the undergriund rafzec:] bacl hadd the gereaeese
oppoctunities te leatn the white man®s way aof life; and = the case
of soch as these, acrulterazion ta European patrerns had proeecded
far. Hot in the West Tndies and Souih America, it was 3 many
nsinnees just those expesiensinp the closest contact wit the whiles
whie stellastly rofuesed to continge 3 (e wir of life when fees.
Jurs ke T attaimedd thecugh manumazsinn or seli-porchase o os-
cape. m e Basis of studies made oo Ihe Tlnited Seates, it je Eener-
ally held that Farapean halits seers most prevalent amonp the free
Negoewg Yot vhaugl 1his may be true of the TUnaited Scates—and
further rescacch o shadents with adequate backpround of West
Afrwan and West Indian WNegro coltures muse precals any final
waord on the point—in the rest of the BMew Waoll o by nn means
folliws. Thus, in Brazil, it waz just amnng those Nogroes who,
vithes for the account of their owmees o beciuose they had pur-
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chased their vwn [reedom, fallowed speeialized callings, that the
steeam of African triditivn wag kept Tree-lrwing in reoach inorela-
tively undilosed {form to the sresent dar* Ino 1, agant, ir was
those wha nad had considerable oppertenity to acyusiot themeelves
wilh European metbids of life—and wartarc—whe were prominent
amang the Teadees of the sonst snecossful slave revolts

T ratin hetween Wegrnes ard whitez annsr e kept in mind
when attzmpting o assess the mechaniams o mecnmmenltion, -
culuraticn, # must be semercbered. accurs as a0 eesnlt ol comtace,
atel it s U enncinwing naomre of the contact and the cppertonitiss
foor expoanre o new toodes af lite 1hat determine the tipe and in-
tetsidy ol e synenctises which ernsticmte the eventual pacternings
oof the resulling ralipea? nriesnatines, That sacial rabios varicd preathy
in werrious pams of e 2ewe Worhl remse T taken o gueomant; even
in the Tomitced Spcres e differemees o the nombers aF wiikes aned
Kearees {from noe portion nd the slave bell bo anether were seostrik-
irg 1l they artracted the attentinn of contemiperary obscrvers no
le2s than nf pesent-day sbodents.

Hazsetr, Tor exatnple, phrases this in the Enilnwing terms:

The ]'||.1,|1:¢ru, Lzt ic the aneeess enf Tarpge F=ripm, veere gk sz [ari
of the wlore :J-e'n|||:' ol 2wl =eedh The Frmit LS were srpall LTS,
ow=ers af =mall ETAn S nl slaves o7 o0 mewe =20 zil, men b e land
ammd Livesl ivwlepreAdeatly watln ei=aaee s edesuisaog v mre than siviple
coenleres, . - 17 was Dioen g siass af small farmer thad the cveracer
cunk Fle wits cfber @ e wloz:e fazher Gal o fews slaves, o oo 2:0-
Bty Gorroer woursl: whor Bas] e Des oves ugdn beceziiog o iy e el
hﬁ'g_an mo Uanugge,'t o thar tormy Wi, @ ALcppiog -aluzd Lo '|.-r::-||:f|':-:‘:Tq|'i|_1
an Ahe el ®
The amalvsie made by Games of American literabere cdealing willy
the Somih, as it reflects and deanrts e ancial roalities ol e slav-
ing period, Iends him to Be Jollewiog concluzion

=

Uhpe od B ronst cnmmm: o miurl']'-r{'hl'ul:lllr'-ns =4 1l macter ol the
wize At wsbibes Alieet '.||'||:.'|.i|1n;:|_1_,- the FomwIRCers 250 A g “rzlo
bouled onle "hy hlwe borerer walls ™ Tee wevre, asoa imuler of Tact,
somme Lirge Deslhngs Ll colossal eddales wene Eie eaeepiznon, wnk
the rule. Over cerain rones, aa e of 2orth Caroliza aml Ceerpia,
there were [ewe Tig places, Mage jussly alfions dat thie averags Sowherm
eatzte was arnall, anel dew Seolhiciners o] aessoes, thae nzest of these
possessed ok a smadl nemeler

Sradustivs of Wegroes and whites in Marvland eefest appartonities
for cumtact. and the rezaltant possibibtics im taking nver Furopean
modés of iz by Negroes:



Tie Accciriestive Process ry

The Governor ul Maoylabcl wrade, 2 cpok, hae the vrade Bl heen
tang el wis Eleeo o' lagh™ one : that sone sizoar sewen fmnddred  blzcks
Bzl Timen :n1||||:".e-|| in ke e nntrs sk, T ranrs larer, camae ward
that the negrovs were mereasing. Uhe Uobbiz Kecond Oz i Londaon
Barl 3 Nis of she "Clr-taa®™ men, women znd cililren a3 6l ol pegre
giaves, in Maryland, in 17120 The whines momleeal nezs’s Ihicis-eighe
thosiml, the nepmnes comee gl thrgsaml D e s the Sgeliorn
eenntics the Llacks Tae sotwmobn eml Qe whivez, Inode rears Tollow g,
boch rases sncreased dasl Tor b Dlacks Tastor clan o wisitgs By p7go,
the whenes ni livvr hireenn nn:.'.rl_l,' a lasiee] oz, sl Yol ni:nr'l}r
Tozey 2lowsamd. To rpgey there wee oo cs i hziehed amd vigln g cazas-
cated wheles, and near'e hali as mane aleees 2 dee cigbl dhm=aed pmd e34
{T-e'n: tnachs 1'.|_'|'5-ci:|.|: 1he Jarsapichim nl wlite Ica |,:-|:|.|'l|: e Tean *lom | |
ta e

The r_-.ilrl"il:i'!:fl.E |'|;_|'.|' |i|-.'_|._".1.'i::|_' Lt '!.I1'|'|j|'-:_"r{'|| o care 1-|_|| 51|_|-:1_1_,' {l.‘n::-r'ﬂ
tlns point nf view, wnsd are espeoally 2ortivent be rae ey heeause
of the saridivn droag e distzicl o amsber inochie preportion be-
e reslers aned slases, Toe Fust that secvee o [he ot esgetgive
eetendinn of Africarsass an alt 2he Linited S1ates s founad in Lie Sea
Lelanals v e comnplenl witly che Aol statenwenis in puanbing a
comclasacn ax o coosalzen T she Doad place, we ase anloreman] that

O =e ITclene Yalzrn], where the e e oame e elzarmul siivws mo
aclimls: = thah Twn Taewdived s lules, 1he 2Xepe e learree] oo oy
the wows o0 the wleles, Their auestes o Saglsl was 2or Tess lvanced
Ll thiu oaf thie Borelazeaa -levea, Tliey seobes o eebleal Dz, vagper -
{ect wirrets il £ T wli=rhr zhey =il linr [rireids anel grrpnd-
parenls had Teaocol Toez o the Tew owTies ol a b they canne e
cnnrac:. M

The statement of o sbveoweer of e region threas Turilee g0
on the process involved

A rmarleston plamter wod s Eazl<h guest. Cagaaen Elasil 1all, i
tRer, ek e nekie nobespt otepuloe A Batabe aad marals of his

pevde wse L oot s of peiioe, UWee dhan’l vnke wliel they sIo wlico
thuir tasle ey geer—ae Juse sight of them o] the pext day,' e sad P

The eense of these regional diffetences Bor Morta Caraling in pen-
el war expressed i fanguage soch as the ullowiag -

The Coanodioe Cuitieatar diviled Woerk L3m0ling Tarmers i LR55 inke
rwu weil-hoseen claaaes” Ui caes ceoned slves whe were Uragged,
Rltey, aml 1hiewvish™; the other, slaves wh were well cothed, (ed, and
I, cheetdul, wadwstrioua, gpbd condented
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Statisrcally, thiz ja represepted by numbers of slaves owned on the
great estates and smatler farms;

While 1he average number of slaves per slavehelding family in Morth
Carotitg seemedd figh, it must e podnted aul that mooee cthan half, &7
et oemt, of these Tamibies held less than ren sloves. The darge alave-
helders, these few who owmed Eoum co o 260 slaves, gove colur 1o Lhe
picture of ante-bellom Borth Caroling, bt the small slavelnlders arin-
ally shaped the character of slavery in che state becanse they were in the
majority. Equally imporiant . . . were ¢he famifics, F@ per cont of the
total io 1850 who owned po elayes M

The most extended discussion of slave owoership s that of Tnl-
lips. Ey 1671 the population of Wirgima, he tells vz, was estimated
at qenwon, tneloding Gouo white servants and 2,000 Megro slaveg "
These praportions clianperd Tapid]:,-, 1% sy h}' 1 censds faken in
Meprtaig Yirgima gounlies” during J:,?H-z-i;rﬂj whiicl apamierted (he
numhbers of sbives owoed 10 the Tidewsler angd lwee Piedmont
TEFIO0S;

For cach of thewe citazens, Glitesy altopecher, whe beld aipwacds of
ot hundeed slaves, (Tete were approximately 1hcee who Tl T 50 L
gg; seven with irom 30 Lo 40 thirteen with from 20 1w 29) forty wilh
from [0 to 1 [ony wath Erom § ko 90 seweoty with Scom €ty g5 and
stxily who lacl none

At the cod af the slaving perind, the “'greatest of the tolaceo
platiters” was repirted in THoq 40 have slave populadions of Sce
1,000 ihdividuals wn his “many plntations lemg i the apper Pieds
munt a0 buth sides of the YirginieWorth Caroling boundaey, ™
In Maryland,

the ratios amanp the slavehcldings of Lhe severa® seales, accorSing
1o the Tlozeed Slates centsies of 1200, were abmnst wlentical waeh jhnse
just noted dn the szlected Yirginia cownties. . .. In al thess Virpinia
and Maryland countics 1he average: Lollitng ruopest herween By and 13
glaves In the other districts in both commanwealths, where the olanca-
tion eyeictn was nal s dominant, tle averape slaveholding was smaller,
o course, and the nen-slavehelders meore sbounding. LB

In South Carcling, the concentration nf alaves was somewhal higher,
az might have besk expecled, thoogh hot =0 preat as is vrdinanly
thougl

in the boor Somth Caroling parishes of S0, Andeew's, St Jobn's
Callelon, 5t Paul’s and 5L Scepheads 1he censws-takeers of 790 found
343 slaveholders with an average of 33 F slaves cach, as compared with
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a tofal of 23 non-slavehalling familics. 1n 1hewe and sevon more pariches,
cHUprising cogether the reeal poatioa of e area Spown palilicaley as
the Charlestuse Diserid, chese wers mmanpr the 1933 Leads of farmilies
137R slavelioldess owming 42040 staves, . Alopciher iere were 7
separace parcels of a koancdeed alaves or ormoee, 386 oF betwsen S0y aod
ninly-oine, 318 of Tetwern twoney ans fory-sire, 282 of celwesn ten
and miscteen, zo6 of berseen five aocl fone, asnl 2 o Iromy swen oo Lo,
8 o one slave each, and 3 owhese selurna e the slave colurnn are
ilEegrbile.t®

‘The contemporary cotmanet uf Sir Chanles Lyell, though cowched
i the sryle of the perace], 5 perimne:

W hen conversing weon slFerent planters Tiere, anoreward to ke cypm-
hilitiee and ducnre proeress of ohe biack pepcation, LA thera oo agrer
vary mrenerally 1hat i obiz part of Georgia ey appear urder a great
disadvaneage, B =10 Simon's island, i1 oos wdnaltes, 1hat 1he negTass on
War seraller enbives o doere civtheal tan onovhe Jaeper propenics, -
v Lhey awsoriale with o gpreater pooppnfioee of owlhites In Glynn
'r.-I:I'JI:t}', whdre werk ciew 1-L'.‘\.i-:'.i1'.|‘:I there are min Zess Alam R ORETIHES
1o l_‘-l'lll'_l l.-.'h'.tr'r.: whireas i ':_r!'llrl?"!il l;:nl'raﬂ:.r HEC - r_|r||_1_.' EQE_EM
Elawrs inm |'.|:.|'|||‘.:|I|-:'-n nf Pepr rwn, ot gres e Sehites han oalered r-:nrll:_
Uhraughone tse upper rowntsy thery s a lasge qeepandesance of Angla-
Zaxons, ang & ele meBectian will satisle ol remsder how aracl the edu-
calivn o o caee wlhich slarls anipioazly Erom 20 Jow o skgge ol incellecinal,
gicial, abeval aved spiciwal Jevclaf-oenn, as the Av-lam nepra, rouat sle-
el ae nn leaszip oo reas? atd werites bor g che acmoool ol Eoaaliae
-Il'lti."'l.'i'lll.l1.'\-i."' N'I-'IIE'.'II |.I.|1.':'¢' I‘I:I:"'.I}' 'llu'i-.]'. i:||:l_i'. il:|1'.il.|!'i Ilr d JaTE HI\.I'-'HI:I':'!'II TlE.
Loi lomp ax thee Temtl Lageether 3o Liegre praiziga. sund mire e romze imakn eon-
Yar] a1ih any wlutes save leor awiet aml averner, ||1I:'_'|' rin 'I:n'!ﬁt littl=
T theip ifritazive Toruley, ane cam sl pven make much TroEress N
mastering 1be Enplizk Singuage. . o1

Fur Alabarma, the situabicn Lag been symicngrized as Follows;

The coton counties wese Ik chied clave counnes andl are oonse-
quently e plastalion counts They are Dahas, dlarenge, Ceeae,
Suwner Lowmles, Siacan and Mamipnmessy Scctions of e szte, oo er
as el as Tesa adacied 10 crtton calli=asion, Tad an averape uf L4 slaves
to the houscholhd, dladiznn Coenty dn the aerthero ot ul e siane, acla-
ally hael covrr e femilics 1o cacll slave. The aeecape rnzler of slaves
pr '|:-|u.r|l:u.|:'i|l|| Tine 4he slale was 4.5. |:]|l'.l.'i.-".'r::_ sn e N LA E R e T [ Tl S t:‘u-_
Targe plarcziiona acr e Srevaiding patesais, In 1705 here werte TQ0
awnete ol Toom 50 b 70 alves | S50 rewoers wezt JTom Fnod o slaves
Jra with Jtom o ren 1o pa0e 2q with rom 2 o goe snd au with {rom
oa to goan, Thas, some goowk slaves were on plantatona of <0 oF
more even thoagh nnby a thaed o the white progle were durectly ioter-
esced in slavery M
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Fhillips. homgh snd divectly coneeened wilb the mechanisms of
acculurarion, has: given @ waSul ey of (hye sttatier as con-
cerns the Unued Seates in gpeneral

O is ceprrtta®he 1kt ke abeowriptive of sosdl pheioas aml Tamms
are weTy ik Sl e et s raial 1= il |'.-|||||'..-I:|.k.||-|:.' Lo harrial-
by al vemleni anE mwriovmey oo Blaels aeal selatre '|:-.'rh||||'.|-:'| sl uniss.
This i leghile somme gl e s oz e mwee reluens, Doe swessding
13 the cersus of (M 1o ssaciphe, cne fooethe el phe sboer e
Lomiee? Spapes weere bl v |'|:||'-':-:x ul s ey Lo sl I anr]
ﬁ'-'-"-'-'lfl ate Al Loty m ||:|r.'|"|-' ul 1= e b hwenzy e s M- ooy
Lhat alear vewe 120 of W <avees Bind a1 ~<bar ] T Lt o0 in |.'.'_.'.'n|"|j:r
HIL LT oabe bz e s i’ Lot gl thes ma-tera L the
wery Tt thal e vegrees were -looes Tonlead o 2= 2 o loly ame
rlosesy e white: than g oo ul v Biloz conled el Fave
done'#®

The contact bepween Soegrods ol whibes Lo conbrenzal Lnited
Braves ax colpared Diotle Woest Trulies sl S v 2oees Lar
Torsplioin the rladivcly grester incitlence ol Adricapisins in the
CarhMemnrs, T the earliost ovs, the ozl e od cBees e proporinen
10 LT mdsters wis extresely sl aval thorh s b went oo
thowsands sl tens of Ahsuisl: o1 sheees werne beengrhl b sotisiv
the deszands of the senthern plasatiobs gonsthckes~ e Wensees
Toveld nn comatand aaanciaten wik wiiles boooodogree e il o -
whoere else i the New Wkl Tlan thee e Balieal-oof the Cosalins
ared Corvskpra erzasl cdFee the el Slikizig avtenlzom af Shocani.me
ten e ocneewmiterad e 1he Toaded Spates 3ot beoregareded as e g
refAection af the iseladion of these Negoews when comgared o tinse
o the mamianed

Cuertamly che apmoroomity of e shove ol was the sole uman
posscssion nd Dis master oo carcy o ATriea ralitions was of the
clightes:, na matier o reosnesd el o Sepon onghe Tave hees:
thar thas was a desaalde ol vrn whoere e slives e a0 Sieen
tmpanhcerd 1em e Ficew, 1 weae el e acleeve :_'r;11|:i|11:|".:_',' nf
whorigingl hehavior Thiless such o a proup was inoche midse 7 2
thackly settlenl ares. winch could afferd them constamo comoaces with
nther slaves. it would be well-ngele impessible for e Do live ac-
cording o e dwctares ol o wrwlition hased oo Tacge sonbess ol
closely hait relacenshep greaping: argzeized it cotiples ceceie
aclil |'|l:-|i1i.|":'.|] wOlUcTeres. bl 1'|'ug||1 tlnr '-Gi_ll.'l"iil:i.s['h i r_{'l:II:IIII:IIg:I.'_ 'i|1
tiogic, o rsarmpalssinge e supernataral peosers catre on cheic work
1mi|llg ';.uch :1rr|.u'||. i CIIpk |_':I-:i~.li1|g| HEH l|1t:u|_' hz|-ﬂ i |_'_;~;i5|:_ 1_111_r]r_~|' the
close scouting and constant supervigion of the slaveowners
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hlatters were nuice difforent i gle Caribbean islands and in South
Aseries Here cacial maoliers were far miare c]'iﬁ]i-l:'l'&-'|||’|'r1i.||11f|.l-e': 3=
tades where o =ingle family seled dozens, 15 pot larolesds, o1 zlaves
were commenylace and e "poor w e was foural seoee'dam thar
he recenves only carsory menting even in suckt nieciculows bisooreal
frealesenrs: as Cwee nf Jhe French seholacs coneerned with social
carn|itime, evonotnie skmygs, ) ||-|:-'|i1ir“.:|'| .;'I:_--\.,-.e-l-:||'|:'_'_|_-|'_|_; T Lere
T{"‘.l-\.\_'lll.l‘ll-l:-'l'lﬂT_'r .Frii:i:i, T]'I: 'I.'a.:.:|tl:' 1Tan "|'.'||i:|. I_Il.ll. i 1-|. b1 H‘Iil'.'!"" L b 'I:II-,{'-
wige schlem encountered. The regquirement of cus oy koo the
planctalirn sy abem wis [ar mee alomgrent 1han @ te 1 wcted =aes,
wherr a recain deprer of eromonne el fgubficeney was sougha atter,
wt padler A wleat exten? the raising ol single rde ezop was e
majir adejeciive The teerivery isel [ hable For exgplsmmum on qhe
mairtlanil was amost weralky wichema Eonit, and the comstam gty
tinn of e plamcors and their dlaves oo the west made $er he growth
ol popalation cratess aml the devclapnent of means of eenemgae-
trem (ki rracle the g aof iseldation exprezicoerad Ly Wesr Tiekics and
Soath Ao plamers o saritw, & paeesgne saach as the Tallowing,
lakem Fresm che wetler o0 2 Jcian pianter, descritws astoubon aquite
furcige o e eagerictioe of the southern slavenller:

I oty or e escenenee whoe™ matss e eSenl ent [27 croee eee woorkd
IO H I ] ||{"|||:]|_'_ VW liere el Dee e lules, Yy tasTer, ny mncher,
ry wn hin-slers, a1 |'|'|:.';1|*-IrI <rrergs:der] I'\-:.' neere g tweo e
slaves, the vt ol <o negrecs who are Doaeesbws a"ane caning al-
peadl T thinrvs Evoro e B bV E w berev e ws o, Theis Daces
el I vt Ao nnner o e Do wveabien, Wl e el s b -
g, A e emenone o wlesh ol bere a0 ook e e woee
waldonk sl bele o cae ol s o sersiela bringzs 10 adend 1l
ely Ciag wr e an ledr sowicly sl preaier paztieer ol she ey, daer
Al Lt :]]L'_:,' are cpeedve’ e Pae lens i1:|'|'-.-|'|:||'|l. SR L R BT -!;:l'.'_!'
life =l we caaleale ot Lo =es 1 '.l.'-:-rl:xl'm'__:-w-'_ weoare =fil?
bt me Une sbeangs cpepinguity. bl an (his Pre facl ik o eom-
ver<ariom hias almes edire™sy oo waly thee el -5 e <aves, e
nerls wlmt osr Teovaeced Tor, o8 mumes geowlich ey o o T
Stalvibined gl chee cazace, o] Hheie acberepes oo reeof, el sem will
s oo vvalo=dioml tlan cng czdire Tike is 20 wlusely oleosiZed s e
ol e sinlortangtes thae, o e e, 0 1 e sz . e Snel
depite wlhanewrr plesiszre s corme Brome el adezesst aleachine cleaasi-
nance wluch 2 ois ;:i'l.'-.n 125 I el e e o, SeIELE o arrze obe oot
asaa.l ws daily erase ot or Rttty e Tave et gl corse sl -
vor wills wibuos Caam The=e unsotcanates ) so e retioeees] Toewn s i
et ol wicewe, custonrs, atnl olnsation ?Y

Flantatiom owners in the Caribbean stands and n &orth Amecica
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differed in attitude, primacy affbatwn, and ad juctment Whese the
setring was as sivange o Kueepeans as was the tropics. Thaught per-
sistently surneil o el Lnasteland: izy che Ustieenl Seotes, the kEe of a
EI!:I.rI'l'.I"I wluy ﬂ'g:l.rl.|-|:'r| Lz [ as '|'l|‘."r|'|'|:'lr|-:'r|.|:}' A e Inas |'.l|1|'|T:1-
tiorn, sk o more pormgl soptiogs The iallaepce of suckh oracnia-
Ficirs e Flg .'fl;g_{'r-;_'n:; T beEres e '.aIT-:.lr||ir|E__'_ r,:-'|;||||:-r|;;|;||il,5|.':. ko aecul-
sarabicn ks apparset Ciueer contiogt with the whites in the Toniced
States made Ear mreacer fanaliarty with whice custrems and facdi-
taiced theie foaocpnzaizen intn Negro Behiess ) wmhing coold con-
feast mare Lo this than he situabion az ot afeeted che slaves where
greater vnrnters nf Negroes Tived @ Tife oo the rdares whicle re-
mucee] them grem e o psbess Far orose oo g the S aeth Aroge-
ican condinerd. Conewmere v ene can s ofE e Undted Sestes frum
e rest o e Mew Werld as a region where deparcuee from Airi-
can vomdes of e swas orestest, aml where such Africanisms a5 por-
sisfanl were carried hecush in gencralized [oren, abns: aever di-
rectly redecalile e a apeeinie il gronoalefinie mra

The warier ed wefem anel mmral cosalezee o the <laves 5 ceeely
seline] bl ezt jast cemsadered Tndoemation s poct less guails
atle o this dhan are chnn pencesan mdaes hotwesn Svegproes and
wiites 11 graeral: vt the sitzaten cin be broadly summiarzed as o
eucoarzred or Dindered meensioy and speed o ecaleezatioa, and
b contribuies to the diJeronces 10 Neprra Lellavior bt withan
ancl b vaees perians,

Tl urbian cezters af e Diinee? S0enes wr e oengire marnerenys arck
nd grremer siae than aocwhiere claeomothe New Worldh Only Thraxl
apgrmrhes e vived Seates in His respere, Teoche slavingy area of
nusthern Segth Amerwa. ane s Parancaribo in Tatch Dwiana
an: Genrgetvwn an Bevish Cuiana, Bath ot small cowns wlen orm-
paree 10 the cities ab B extoenoties of te XNew World saving helt,
The eeasizl tewrs of Venczoola b considesa®le Megeos qoialo
Einels Bz ol = of e Tatin-verevienn m ]'\-|1'!:-'|i-:"ﬁ At ipturpeetinn
T4 i wranl s that anthazg eom I said el Carishean islands. such
craters e Lxi-bed wore b Tes Lot sertlement: wlaere planters noght
have establishments bt spend thasir time swhen net moresidence on
their estares, or when husinees Leeesghd chemn te these seaponls. Pore
ab-Span, Urinedd, was doting the eneee pericd nf shveey bul a
smali Inwe, Tesated enoan dsleod wheree inoany evear, slovery had
iL ﬁ-.-'l_'l:-ll-|:'|.r}' '|||:'|:"|:' i e wecaleamce hile. Hr'il.‘l:':rl‘l.‘:-'.'.'n H:Lrl\;ldn::-sl wais
5|‘.~1|1|.'-.1."| itl |:|r5_'|'1. |:1:|'. lax ."||w:i_-.5- |||.{'r| in :'||||1'|'i1'.i'\_-'l:ri|.ti'.'|: and_ 5|'|i'|:|-
|:|51'||3l' conler, The ashada o 1le Windwird jnd Leeward cha.ing. them-
selves minute, coonld suppurt no settlements of any size; hence sven
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for small cines in the Caribbean we muost turn o Cuba. Jamaica,
Haati, and pechaps T'uerto Rien ol Martnique.

Thas meager list is 00 be ot 6 the crutees of eoatsaderable
size wt the Lnited Staces, in marw of which 5 egooes ad soine sy
1_|p'|1-:|'r1||||i'|i|.'n [ cillact w:.t|1 w'|15|'.1_"\_-'. [|1 t|:|{' xn:_:-r!h WHTE E-:_:--;;I:-:’&.r'|I
Pew Yot aul F‘|'|'i]1|.|.r]||'||i'|_ :|_|| [EERIO U TR (T reciahile :"-:cg'rr_- TOpRE
lations drean relatively warly davs of the slave srade Besides chese
norihern centers were many smeller fowis. zuch as .'tllnn} and Jer-
gev Cily amd Full Hiver, wlhose Negre pepnloiens o the agpegale
were large enoupph oo make (Tem a real wciineaee o bringneg the
cashnrs ool e wehny rr|.||'| gl :“.L&_H_': RHIRE R ||I'.' s i wwlivle. (p
the barderlhine Setaorn s ave ane] T-er stales were Waslys nEien, Fal-
simore, and Sariher wezt, Cwmemnatt and Laoaissille, whese [arpe
ByoEre Prongs were in constant comacd sk the wnuch greacer nun-
By ol whibcs omwcp whna 1y lived, anad ekl Bodh ol norazva-
i atud cpporwnny uf livaty in erms ol 2 peculiar pazern such
as il the "‘-.LJ__J wa ool Thaasddaes n Woear Irnlase conzmintips.
Faigilly, there were many centers in she Saurl iesedF owhere Negroes
andd wlevdes hodd clovwe aseeciation. Wicknnenel, Charloston, ancd Ar-
lanta. #n tle east, amd Sewe Clrlesos, e the woest are Tt Le out-
scamiing example of ofies whosze smaller eounterparts existed clie-
where inoele Skl

LitTe s alz 1hease commedmitoes QalTezed zlvimingly [rewa that in cea-
Sers nmeeaile Flae Dleooen] =nares Tl Toeescloleders <F these rtics. wers
peraren 3y Calablslenl theie dweilings thaes heing inoen sens reso
dences to b vecupiced ooy alasimgr certman pertiens oF the wear, or
mere stopping places whien business braught a plancer 10 tewn, The
soutiern plantaten cwner Iircd on Tes estale, and s cnncaces wilh
e citw, eacopd Tor vaids o Soaends, woere beict atual indregnean The:
bravsder aF slaves B soanizy o teovn anul ke s oo ehe
cotmtty wikh dhe travels oF the mases, 22 was conaneon 10 the ishioeds,
w15 mach raret cn the contivenc 11 o wccorred a1 alt; wiich means
thar m e Unted Scates the man Berrs woa: o permanem ceasclent,
gornetliegr thar iy twrst made Tor 2 sharper alilferenlaztion between
firm arel 1l varal zhave than elsewtere In the Wanh, oF rourae,
where me plantaiens exietal, dasveasning wes pract-oed o0 eniv 3
emiall seale, This initeelf afested e acsubiuratian us the notthern
Mepra, Tor whether o tewn o oomrery, the eclaveely dliphe numbses
af slaves, or af fresdmen alter dlavery wos wutlawed in toe Notth,
trvaile 1 inewssallde el .""-.-1.'_.:'I:'l.‘.~¢'ﬁ r."n.'l.'r'_:.'wlelr'.f.' L'.'-:|||.'ril.'11l.¢'|| ol sre
ir|1|:'1'|$i'.-'|.' |:':I-:'|'“-c'.|5|.|r'|?' 4} E".th'|:1:-e":1.|:| i:qlll[t:f:l'\, |:_:-[ |_||.'|'|;,:|'.i|'|7 I:'|'|:;|.|:| 113 yny
ather part af the Mew World.
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[t 15 ympeirkant, Towever, im considesing how urbaniame afferead
the acrelturative precesses, 1o refran from making ane a prion
asznmpoant, Jn cries Lwe Segrnes led a hifie of their own, and Just
heeatse 1ear eppeitavices lor coniac with the whites were greater
than e ianZaeerd] plarmatinas, 1his dees nol neecssa rily mcan that they
f1‘|1|:|1.'|-'|.'-:'|_l'.'|.|,' lviact g Leebianwiear 1||:'|.|.'-:'|.| T Eies flerr Wlna as e piiase
!i:hﬂ.'.'}' 1 tligy, whery retentian of Afriesaism s e :'Ll.|.||]:-|5|:-1| al Furo-
pean ensAems 1: cencerncil cither or Tl were zeockoraied, "cl|'1.1l'u'
Oelivd hokls o almest z5 an axioan thad to And 2lwrgnoal oustam n
n& purest Earmn ane must g o the most remsle districes ;) thoueh
1hiz 2y e 10 5 corin exoeat crue. 0 is by maomeans an accoptable
worwtlicaaen, The Bude Xegeoes nf ehe Gioiana Tetesds i fest
Alvivaw enalture in poaaes Gosaet than is e T cneotnwed any where
el cmilsicle ATt yot m such genwers s Balia —-espevially o the
Mesr roartees an e autskicss of the city—uor Taramarcike oo Bors-
el pain s gl frals retemticn: of 3 sorprising depree of puripe
T'uckett has put she matier similarly for the L'nited Seates:

e r-:-:|:|:.' ihooe? thres-firths v? the Soathera NL';,_'l':'-:':- live 1. a
il coviria b @il Ahis relanive eoloimn she noome gEnmeve ey
e szt ey el preass el inee e 2y Fem i oo eniviz o -
e w bece ey consaet ogoeates Than tlis = vk alwavs rooe s

N Ly ‘|'|I_' L nrh' o 1*"'r [iri vl ik x||"r~|' TR ESITR |II:| e New
Ll o " :"H."!_'rr' o |1'|.-.'.,'r= with iy i T rueaT Tivemeee a0 fart
1 sl I'\-.' arcice e I'\-'. the veeedmo craidieges of et cily aml ke
Mz 1"l‘='|l1l'II: e g al sl olzas Ahnaeh @ mulacide of peapce
Al clegripeg v el same ol bespeis #

Certnnle the anonemity of oty he 1= aften conducive toocarmying
o wallwed costoees 3 beliefs when dhev can L gquiecle sarsoerd,
o i forthermg activities under 4 ban in dizpuized form. Iven were
this nd the ase, an Boperant cenmeaie Lolor, ahonsn enlirely
neglecred, woull come e play Wheee the oo dromatic Afrigan
An¥ivalsy aach oy possession dances arel oather remidostations of
T-:_lli;:i-'.lh Lelict al of mazie, are comee-med, o 1= ossenkial Eiak
enrmgh weakth he at hand te allow zdequate soppurt fer the special-
ictz whe dizert these rites and contesl che supernatueal posvers. Thas
iz atrikingly exermelihed by the situstaon in Trimdal, wheoe the fires
of the Yarulan Shaago cect can only e Bncnd ob the cantsliires of
the capital and praeipal seapmil, Voryal-Spmin Tn the interioc this
culy moepirdly gbsewt, Folk hving there are vague aboot it rituzl or
lelue Ty, Bvamze in Aboese omtlying districts there are oot encugh per-
wins or enough wealth to support the extensive ceremonies. Anal-
ogous 15 the case of the “shouting" churches of the Uniled Statss,
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where rhe Tormis nf gpicit posdession represent nme ol e mosl direct
Adcicpn varrp.overs o B2 enoongfered in this goanery, Thoyggh
charches uf thas kiod are oumerous 1 the Soath, 39 ons wisies o
neat 1he “hotteat!" preaching anel 10 wiiness she preatest cutbucses
of hrsteria one mu:t po to such preat Nepro crnters as Mew York
ot Chicamo or Deerpat. Goorl preachers ace in demand and, in ac-
cordance wich e coononiice patcesn of owr culture, 1hey Gooept calls
where 1hetr services can Te most adequately componsated. Tnothe
Sl Iy sal Tarjre, exceps the mnst poqoloes Nepen seaianiiies,
cratprregaliens Sl gl e eenes cEeeeel Ty ohe eiclaer clanrrbies
af the Marih,

16 15 thus ungreatifable 2 make e assurptien that naeere contact,
sich s was eepenudegad by oty life, breugln alieat e =uppeeession of
Africaris—s Thot it di=enursged chieir retentten in pure fazzs s
uncoubtedly crus; vet this does oor mean ¢hat white satorus wese
taken coner witlvaut =seriaus resizioe, Rasher it means 1ot rural and
urhan Nema cullures wook on s hat sIfleeend ahadings: that
e et of Eueapenn anseem o Adbeican al=cyinnd isadines)
valnes ane] mwelos af Tebavasr woas Brected along v ersenn ronraes
Al Zorveee s Sy thed while Adsvime-ces e el Shanel Caalomm
ciltr sl in the crnievaale gll ceer the e Woarnl, thes e
rkensity anl o the spweihe Sormes ther fale,

?

The lierence in che opponuncic: 2Heshsl voswmes ipes of
saves woopernazt themsclves with tee behavior ot iheis eeasters
amk fueded Cieir coaon o eosadiacn i A A At hese canvencions s e
soconid peeme e b eonicdered o amaly 2ing The aecutoarative neersg
As bas breen stoed 1l assumiplinn il sigmiticant dilfaenees ex.
itk T twecen the rocroee e Bae sned treaimenn o el Taei=e <o-2pyd
anad the el e s weelers el Gl g the reasens Tregnenz |y ad-
wazeetl e el 1o preconnal Siforenee nocelor bebwer Lieze two
grocps. 1o Rereboee nevessacy 31 the ciaed 10 cntet a cavest
amtnat et any sl bkl explonatin ints the analysis
s rar ot he actoamted foe adequadely on the Disoaieal
arul vrivens? ol

That resdar alilleretecs plae o rale oF same i pooinnes withio 1he
["..'|:-|:.1'-:'| " |'|';|||'.||ill1.' = ol oo, omel hias Taen demnen-arsqedd gs
frepaarto in b et estion of el whiers oSl s g vl e e lpzed
patteer o lesole lighter-calomed swormen tonad soomarer dar’er-colored
tretn @ Twn poccible cxplanations of thiz can be offeced that high-
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light the diffculty arising when the presumed differences between
hugeze serwatds and Nel| hagmls during slavery ane referred to, or
correlated with, the Biological fact of eolor Qe explaoalion, #asens
tially psvchologival, rests e argument on the endencr of woy mlers
privilered minoriy to seb up desired goals im accord with some gds
standing characterstic of the dominant pepulation ameng whom it
tivea; in 1he case of 1he Negeoes, an abzence of heavy pigmenia-
tiop, ¥ The mibier explamation 3@ eopermmed anly with the hiztorical
experienices uf e Megeoe <inee his arrival in Wooth Amecica. it
holds that the hightec-colered Megre, today socially and sconumically
more favorably situated than his datker brother, is the ofspring of
the white mseer; chat he s 1he descendant of the manomscted
maulatte, slic, 1 his capaedy 3 hoase servane e perscnalb etainer,
ot inle close sl canlacl with 1he whires el 1thias wcelcevedd an carlier
and mnre effective goceliaration to the patterns of the majormy
growp st

It would nnt seem: unrcasonahle to bold that both these cxpilana-
fiorms aee pertinend, wlile zecommaning that nevhee can account on-
fictly Toor the Eacts ag eainhlesTed. Whal st bo paarded againse in
either case w 1han any exelyaation of siaeh goinr dillesenses an mark
aft present secttercnueTeie grronpings, ar cdid oars then T inoears
Ter tarmes, be net <drown in teems of differtngr mpate capacity,
resulong fror different degrees of racial crossing. To be specific,
in the case 3¢ hand the orestype accocd=d liphter color Ty Negroes
nruse vt be interpreted 25 snmacthing indicating a2 recogniten on
Hieir pact nd the superiorily derived Do U presence of “while
TalenA. "

With this canlien 2 eiind, wo may rarn b e mgieer af difere
eatiale in oppationiy for aapinng the onlture of the whites ac-
cofded varinus 1vnes of slaves. The need for such am analvzic be-
oofisC: APPArent Af one roosamings the literabure with the aceepted
ke T i in mannd, givee the distineteens dravn between e vesde
-uE “!I-r_' |:|1- |1r_:-1:|ﬁi:' [T DA :'Lrld ﬁ-.*[d Tsiirnl Jre qard as .;|'|1|1a're:r|t ir| l:|1i:
1_'r_n'|l:-9r|1|_'|-||:|'."|1'}' wrednlE o sa 1h-.° sErras Iai-:] LR 1] thi:'rn |_'|_'|.' pn'gq'nt-da:,r
writers might lead one to bebeve, The cernarks of Phiflips concern-
ing the aeculturative process durng the carly days of slavery are
Mertanent

o R twe prwesnieos e neprees wes Cow, they wece vonployed
alongsicls the whete servimts, and in mony cases were members of heir
ma<iers” leseahnlls T'|1L'}f harl ll}' Titr Hhge Taest nr:]'mrlunir}' which any
of their race had hesn poven in Smeswea tn learn e whits man's Wiy
aied 0 adjust (he Tines of their bondage in as pleasant places as posgible



THE McCULTURATIVE PRUCESS zr

T!|¢ir im'l'b-c_:-rl:'ﬂi{a-n wils, Lerr 1l Ii1'|.'|-e:I om e an Ie::l-:|.rE.-'.r'n|:':|1:|3 HI:':"'.II"'_, rmd
puan eeer It'g:l.l slitliag w3z durng the varly cecictis mole ke =*

Accoriding wa lis sstimary, the lifferealation begween wlyve3 wag
aul iech preater o laler tines:

The parpzses and malcics of the mastess were {airly urifurm, and
coitoguence the negooes, fough Wil ouiy warians, becanw lasgely
Frafchavckiecel awa the predezmimon: phintalicon 1y pe. Tee fraizs wiich o
valled wese an sagerncsy Tor socacty, cnasic aand opcrizen?, o fodoess
{ar |,||..‘\.|||:|_'g.I whetler o TETHLIL, CIrLsE, '.'::-:':|.|:-|:||;.1'r_'.I ol il a T
'Hil.]_'l.'il.l'lt Ht‘1'|'\-|l1il.|1'l_:|-'. il rl"l.'l.'|I|:.'\l-'L'1I‘.'!-i'\-i r||'.l.':|.r|| sy H'!i_g:il::T. 'i‘-'l'.'::l'\-lt' I.'J\.l."r\lt:i'\-é'!i
wirTe F:-l:hli.'lmrin;:. EN LRI R SVRHTL R b F T S HE e S L LR IR Y et b of
suhord-nation, an avalery for sraae, o reachimess per leyaite ol o3 Sondal
gart, ard Tasc bt ns 1231, 3 healthy human sepaoguanes bowa] over-
with .

Lyl did net And any preat differences betveven the stanmer of
Life of slaves erploved at various tasks on tie larger plantacions:

The ot Auer alwrers Terve weprerane boeses pravilel for thene even
Ere cbeameany semvients, oot o Tewe wlon are vnmacn toc tie wlene rind-
r|r\¢:|1. |'.'|.'r_= :|.||.'|rl_ iTiim e grit hoi=e =z ATrngreml neek alwsiive cop-
vercerml Feor 1he moelnrs, o hoee 15 n ane booarswcer e ladl aider a
cerbrin hewr

Birs. Smeifes. whose book s almese g ocareaeare ol 1T sigmmilard™
] of slavery, teils o story whach elcales that T sereants (il
not always appreciate the opposiomities o 3 presumably Pvered
PoOsItion

Te crisy 26?0 ploen v v dba-tration af leew cue of ghe
Rociegh sevvamts carmen] her ot over e B s od Uhe aweline Funely.
Adwer b nuskzess el Trasse q HE _-‘4,||_-.;-:.- resodvred e sl ol mik
ook ;Y TACTY, znd sl panls e en war oS prehing m=-uoned ke Aeld
wirls =l 5:..'!-.rl!1'|l.5|r'||'1||_l.' -:Ii-:-:'-!'r:.'ll:l rrele=: el elale ot 'r.'-:.'l_'|| he
Eloater oast o1 o grevisins green be Ter jor che kalce S s osprol
e was laken, o oshe resolvedd 2o showe paeee cluinlye el she s tred
of tle Ktelen. Trelead of et sl chichens Tor b slimae Trow the
cow[r. as val, she aneareed B somce cenrer fan ol e chan Dol laea
.'hl.“:”i::;q,: 1"! ] !l-i:‘\-\. 'l-'a'l'.'l'l\.:"\-. |.1.'Il:|. Loy 'a".IZI I:I.'I '.III - :‘Ii'.-.‘l:"':"\-l.'l.'\'! 1|-1|-.|' ].-Ill I\.I\.HTI'IZI\.E!I:-"

tn thzmver 2l by thie weenl s Teeee cletoered 1zl ol 1he seevinks, hut
e Al Ele achoesed Loz ctiaeer, dor she swies sone e the £l the pext
da}._ _E'.I

Mrar were i latee QT sprivne of 1By mesters @l avs civen the Favored
treatment envisged Soe e as meshers ol e hoasehald -

Chie poight imagine, that the childeen of such compections, would Tare



IF.] Tne WMy aF 1= BEGR3 PasT

beiter. in the hands of cheer masters, than othee alaves. The role is
guice the orner war: 1nd & wery Ltele ceBection wil? aarizfy the veader
Uit szl is Lhe ez Ao weho will esslace s cwn bl noy ool
sasely Lo sebeed o Eor oswosuconiy. Men Qo ot Tove theer wha reacocd
them f Elrir ains—rnless ey bioee o eodoel 1o resene—andd the malagin
chitl s Eace isin st Bogy aecissadion apaings Lo who 15 mastes and father
te he child, “Vhat a2 208 woese, perliges, sl 3 chibl o2 conssant
offense 4o boe wide Bl lgdes ke TUTY Jrrescnicr, el whed 2 slave-
belderyr worean hake:, she wamts mol mgans fo e o e eelliog ¢f-
Erer. . .. Alsters are drequently conpslled ooos0 ) Hhiz ol ol slheic
giaven, 0oL af deierenve to cle Teelivgs of Lheit white wives; o o 0 1%
ubreo oot ot cf Lemarily wowssd the shave -hald we b st as eowees] T7om
Lia wervalesa womcewo s 2

A mieslero summiary of the situation in South Carefing sndicates how
the enazinmn enztecption nf Sistinctons made berween the bwo classes
af glaves womuls o ovesTook the crasen in whickh 17e 1wk aszigned a
givea v, excepd o the Targest establshrenls, was subiect to
chamgre :

Ui oevery plaotatica witere wse wese anee Hhan 1werty slaves at
Dzl eae wian st skt s A lose aevent, The 2oy wiang and 1he old
were sy voesuzel v the Tow-c, owlile the Dall Uiekalles™ e o
predtalde e e e Ul Fosozedaeee, the honse serevazils on
Vionry O Midkibton's Weeliow plaiuvieon near Georppotewn, Snuth
Carmhiem, we-e iocosok Thal 1 oot o Enll sadls, & |:1-| o TacTee gricl a
bow ol doureen.™ An g%l man was “siable bay' aned coacliman Enr the
Eanly apul 30 ol woraa was gardeses Siephe AL Xocfee! o Weed-
bourre m et oty ofisen pus bes Ceecse setcans ar oflwer o wotk
cliaziir he rush seassn; ad wehen s o iSe Tecanae 0 in 1858, e 2m-
plovcd aowhite Lanmcgeper. 1o some Toonhics, Toewes er, 1l beascheld
relinuz was L a ovonk o] afinens, o wnley in wwilorn, o pauler
ELATILA jrrsnal rnel, 0 s L oserve the ciaesder, oonnrews 2 theoe

wome clalilren, o niveraed craclimzz, a |;:|.r||q-n|'r. a3 wdalde ey ™

Anatier sensean why the differenee i ofipo beiities Bae accullora.
tim e lween Do servanle anel Teld Taaals wis met oz preat as 15
suppesd 12 Eound in the scoonnls of the lile of Nero dildren
during thedr early. mest tommative years. Ilow zimilat were the
garly conditionings of all lave children may be infeered from ghis
eomment af a contemporary ohzerver:

Toas a vaeersid custens o 1he Slugation= of the Soath that while
the slorees, wmen aml womien, are oan o igler the chitdeoen <houldt all be
collestes al <re prace. undsr the care of one or twa ol soned. T e
SOMCCILIES SEEn 35 ANY A% Sixdy O seventy, of ceen seore Logelher, 2aul
their puardiang were 1 couple of old nepen witches. whu with & tod of
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reeds 11::]::1: male Aver {hres 1 liate Llark [asats=, whie with an wh-
mistaknlle cxpeesion ol fear and hareere sbroek back i crooeds whene
evar 1he rhrenleig witches eame Farrhe flenviclong theis rads On
srectller plhaitatices, whese e mmmber o2 elilvon - amatler, amd Lhe
Cengale purardiians prosle, the secoe, GG sa. 2 nol s sepllhsdve ) NCVEE-
Eheless o oelwies remmmle:? soe od a0 Pock ol shwepoea 2eoiee, which wese
Fenl merely sk shem -cady 1oe exting It

I eav, 0 roarae, le ofjerted ihat deseripricns af 1%s sorc enncern
]1r|'-:_'i5|'|_'.' e children ol Aol har]=, w1 1he r':.‘?h::-Tirl!__f_ 1 lymase
corvants were coared For fCferemtly, Leing sermitieed o0 plav g
the great hevse and thus foom their miance im™ibior 1he master's
wilvs nd life, s ahe Zpbt T he saciatioes in ba-odle g she sl flat
aheaine] oves the endere slaving Lo of (e Uniledd =1aces. 1his wn-
Adeatreddly was me o rmemy e el e gudeages o1l i preced-
ing pages wouk] woem inJicate tlat el BiTesstiaion was Eak
from umiversl.

The aumber of esates et could anppott 3 trained retfiooe of
luaz e scrvames wias selaboe el amal amd it s shns kel ns [ohzsom
indoualis, Bl oen fhe majsddy ol cheae plancation:s wheee 1he
Kaprees wrre crnploral b Socsewosi, [nse beaald e e senng
ko work i 1me Dehil, s eaperisa] Fososane ciher sen-ms wete
assproed 1o Ui Aask, A s being the caze, 9 wen'd st e sur-
priang il the Falloowing desiripten of bl <etvice in Jamaiva was
BAP COEET i many cases b the Sertl Amerwan sealify 2hec the tra-
tliteanal Lveviedd eeaioers amd rorbaoed mails wnd conks of e
Eahleol "verean lioaiar ™

i1 s wery cemrnea bz hlaes faes et 2inls e s Al Teeen
wears s, aloeesg e el e ween i T v g boeer slvreoen S4iEE,
walieiy ar bl s Prole aee sle deccieies of e olimcrss] towssd
tlwernn =

Certainly en the smadler Firms chere s me dississilaiey i wlints
et Cndining 1wt perns the vz Slavcs anight have px
perieeal Trore izt sessecbabiom with 1ein nesne e, what e
e Con e pone, wenth theis oesiers ebikben. La® gives sane in-
dication o the recipnera? rengree af this solnienstipe wlhich, 11 must
be penmted onrty cenedingkes an elesoweet i Lo ek acculurbive sicoa-
tion 11.3' Thas rI:-..I.'I'- |.":I 'I.-\.'Ir Hir t':.l'lt“.-"l'l than 11 JeegTyes

Tnoome Gomils, T Lol algd here were o e claldsen amd six
Rlacks of slumre AT winri- At Zinl e oo el Been boeln oo readd
by Lheir crmpgieeers, the coener wipkoyg a; Wi iTecal Lraceeding, sl
seeming 4o 1hrns 1hat swch an acquizicion would rather calemce the vilue
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of his staves than otherwise Unfortunately, the shites, an eluss, aleen
learn from the negroes to speak broken English, and, in spite of Tosing

much time in unlearwing unprammatical phrases, weli-educated persons
retain annie of them all cheir Jivea, '

Amnather instance, where this same writer observed intimacy of
contact between the young of borth races, may be given:

We were passing some colages on Hie way-side, when a geaup of
children rushed ous, half of them white and hal{ negro, shonting at e
full gtretch of their Tungs, and making the driser irac that his horses
would be scared. They were not only like chiliren in olwe parts of the
warld, i their love of asise and nusehicf, it were evidently all asso-
caaling o perins af equalily, and bad noe et Tousd oot that they be-
Longed ea a diferene cste in society ™

It is aleo someciimes nverlooked that e the carly days of slavery,
and in eorbain parta of {be South a1 a eelatively lace dare, hield hands
had appottueities o erern the waps of e of whiees with wham they
were associated in their jobs. Those whose conception of “culuwee”
15 not tliat of the sowemtific definition which comprizes all aspects of
behavior, but who vse the term in an evzloative sense of sipnifying
behavior approved by those of “gentier’’ orygin, would perbape Erel
(Mhae thiz type of assacistion was of [tle advantape 0 the slave in
expoding it g the "bost” nf Foropean behavinr, The [ollnwing pas-
sage, which refers to e warlier days of slvery, implivg 1that Fyrne
pran influsnce was present when the initial patterns of MNegroe be-
havior in this eountry were laid down:

Side ':J:.- sidr an bk Aeld, ke white servant and the slave wera ene
gAged in planting, weeding, suckering, or catting tolswen, or sat sile by
side in the Larn manipulaiing the lemE in the coorse of prepanag it far
market. or plied their axes 19 1he same trees in clearing away 1he forests
tg cutend the mew prownds. The same Tolidays were allowsd to both,
and doobtless, too, the same privilege of cultivating small parches af
ground Ear their awn private benefy ®

An instance can be Fiven of how in later times. alse, contacts on this
level, thouph more restricted. took place more ireguently (han is
custommarily recopmized !

Yesterday T visited & coal-pan s the magority of the mining Tahorers are
slaves . . . but a eonsidemble oumber of white hands are also emploved,
ane chey oocupy all the cesponsible posts . . . The white hands are
meostly Englishmen or Welchmen. One of them, wich whom | conversed,
told e he had been here soweral pears . . . e was ot contented, and
did oot ineend to remain. On pressing hint Bor the reasen of hig dise



THE ACCULTURATIVE Ppocas ric

content, he said, aSter 2ome hesitation, that he had rather live where ha
could be more Ereée; 1 man had 10 be too “discrest™ here. . . Mot foog
aince, & yeeng English Bellow eoine 1o el pid, and was put e worls atong
witlh a gang of negrocs. Oee mocoiog, abaul & week afterwards, twency
or thirty mea ctled on bom, and Akl ime tae ey woald allew him
fifteens mimetes ta ger ooc of sight, and if they ever sow him in thase
parts apain, they would “give him hell” . . "Bt what had he Jone ?
"\Why, 1 believe they 1thaught he had been too {ree with the mggers; he
weazaalt weed ea e, you s, sie, and he 1alked to em Eres like, and
thoew 1hriaght ed make "em think oo mock ol thonselwes, ™8

In ancther pasaage, CNmsted agnin indicates closeness of Megro-
white contact on the homblier levels of whie soviety:

The wocre comma socl aof Tabitatiens of 1he white people are either
af logs ar leesely-tuasled Tame, o fnck chiomey cunhibg up autside,
ar nne enrl 5 evecrtiing sery shvenly gnd dirty ahouat them Swane, Box-
henaoed s, ial Black and ahive choliren, gre commoenly Tying wery promnig-
l,_'l:ll:ll.l!’i]_'!.' jorrther, on 1ihe grnnn-’l alw? the Jocr: [ am strwck with the
close ca-liabetatsnn and ag=ecizrinn af hlack and white—negro women are
carreing Tlack and wnite hahies 1omeer an their arme, black and white
chilslren asc plaving eogeches Cnoc poing 12 school 1opether) : Black and
whate faces constantly Mol wpether oot af doors 1o see the icain
wea b 3T

In the preceding exeorpes, the sitwations in the United States
wlete omdact Tetween whites and Megrots oceucrad Jooes Teen inds-
caterl, vapecially as regasds the waw in which diferences o oppear-
tunir b cope with Earopean custom made foc diferences i capid-
ity oi acmolturation and the shsorprion of these new habits in
customary behzviar., We bave also heen concerned o discower 1o
what extent Ihe opportasties 1n leard and amiate white behaemr
weere liTerrnt Tor dJilTecime ciegoties of slaves, or weee spread
wvectly vwer the Regeo population as 3 whole, Thiz eaves vs with
a thicd coint to be conaidered—thanse mechanizms which. in 1the case
of Meproes mast exposed ta white eomaet, petmitted them to retain
A FEcaInsms,

A wirl the otlier prsts raised, the data are scunty and scattered,
ansd antensive research will be oeeded before such a question can be
ancwered in any arferquate measore, Monetheless, hints in the [itera-
ture amply justiiy sthing the guestion heee. Te iz enstomarily as-
sumed that during the “seasoning™ proneds, whesehy newly atpiyved
Africane werr taught the panner OF Tife on the plantations, the
seabt N the teachers for xivage ways prevented any interchange
that could have reitiforced Alfricamisms present in the behavior of
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those in charge of the newcomers. Yet the celativnship betwesn
Africans and their {eachers, eseept as concerns plantation routine,
has newer Leen spatematically sludied. Soch & quotation as the iol-
I-l;lwing inimirs the al;{“?]‘:.ll.?:-l,‘] toenlasteast :

Plaziers learned arely a0 the use ol slave lataor Lhat 3 was necessary
b pive <eriuin ttwsbed Megroes lumited avthorivy over tle others so that
with 3 chunge of overseers the plaoiation roovioe moigle be dislurbed ag
titt[: a5 i:-r_ls:;il_ﬂq'. fJn 1_|'n_- 'Iarl:r.n- E:-|r|.n|;a|:'i|:|r|'5 1he seaxomedd Nr',;r\-::-ex [rackied
the aew ones and were responable for chesr bebiavior. Jo the early days
af the plantation regime. when 8 gang of fresh Afoican: were par-
clased, they were gesigned in groaes to eetiain reliable slaves who initi-
atecl tbean nelu Ll wayy af 1he plaainticn, These Soivers. as Ther were
callead, Teacl vhe aigut of i:‘:‘»uinﬁ s owithhabilee ationzs o the raw ce-
crats ] ul anfheling e ||l||||:i|1!||.£|'|"5. They taviht the oew slaves
b 5]:-|;'.:|.|-: ther henken F:nghwh which I:|1.-e"'|.I kviewr .:|n|'| 1 |_"Ir_| 1Ty [ll"u!ll"l.L:l’.lIl
work which eequired herle skill . A he and of 5 vedr, 1w master or
averseer far 1he hoss Lime l']"ﬂﬂﬁl ﬂ:: work of the new Nepro who now
had becamie ramed,” assigning hom o o special task of plantaticon work
alonp with the alher seasaned Bands wies bad Leng since leazned oo abey
ofdees. w arise wieh the cancl Dlew al “diy clean,’” 1o handle a Tae in
lisling avd banbing, v sland sl when aowlile mon spube ™

What mapic fermulac might not have Been transmilted by (hese
newly arcived Afncans i a tecplive ear? What discessions of
wirll view wight tod have taken place n the long hours when
teacher anrl pupil were fogether, reversing their miles when maters
only dimly zensed br the American-hom slave were explained n
terms o1 Adrican ecnventions he had mever analveed? Certainly
during much of the slave perind the masters did litele o care fnr
whitever meas their slaves might have had Ter instroction e ta
the narure of the world and the forces that aczpate it; the numerous
eomplaints which the lack of adequate religious 1eaching for e
slaves inspired in the earlier period nd slavery, ancd the Tas maner
it which eclipion wis later tnupht them, give arnple joatifAcation foe
:iﬂ.k'ing whettir Aierean Tsefac [ oaned ATrican metheals of |:r_'.|'_|:.'ng with
suprrmatutdl forces might not have been 1aught ansd thus perpetoated
an this more hombie level. And the same methad of retransmitting
and rvinforanp aborginal costoms may well have been in force
as regards such other Afriesn culiuee elements as dancing and sing.
ing and the telling n¥ Ttk storics, while Africane patlecsts envisaged
it Elue terms “moralicy,” Yetiquelte,”" and “discretion’” may alse have
hea lisonmaded encnagh 1o act 43 a btake an (a0 ragid O toe complete
an aduptivn of white values,
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This would mean, then, that not only held hands, bat all slaves
were gxpistd o boroes making {or (he retentiom of Afrcanizms.
Honse gervants bad contact with gewly arcived Africans when such
persuns were stnlaved as helpers inothe kitchens of the great house,
or, as an actual instance cecounted in the Sea Bslands had i, when
such persons were themselves in an emergency pot ta eenking. "™ That
tox asatime & continuous process of mutaal influence Between T‘-:L-gm-es
born 3 this crentry smd Hiose Treshly aerived from Africa, in all
aspects of beliei and behavior 15 not unreasomable ia Eurther indi-
cated by EIJCI‘I a ciation az the jollowing:

Thl:' "5w-:_:-1:||.:.-|. progle were tRy dravers who tock 1heie ocders directly
from the overserr, the house seevangs who were ardinately assoniated
with the master's and overseer's Families, 1he mechanics wlx were pee-
maitted 1o hite their own ome Froan chew masters and wotk o Heaufor
of Charleston. To this group al:o Telonge! any among them who from
sapeticr rank oe occlipense acees! e vheir wlfcial or seli-apoointed
legcloa s, The relizanta Ieaclers amd e placalicn walcloneh were uswally
“swonga® Megroes, 3y were aleo the witel ihectors and those who cowld
beast of physical penweesy. "

{her corasiong when Megroes in clase eomtact with whites rould
ceabsorh Adricanisms were when faves were releaged frum imme-
diate stperyistun. 3 when they worked Ty themselves 1o sepplement
what was provided them by their owners or when chey were e-
leaseld for mafiday cclebraticns. Unider the former heading would
toant hnse Nemerous instances when slaves were poemitted o tahe
provduce or chickenz and eggs te market: or where they weee allowed
Lo @ i1t & ampa a7 unclearol forests oo gathee wool o frap pos-
swn and other game. To the larter eaterory fall such festivities ao
those at Choistrmgs, a holiday whose celebration on some plantacions
and in some regions extacded inro 1he New Year, These orcasions
were marked by zongs and dimovs and games and tales, many of
whicl, Txing African in character, were elnes passed on Trom <me
peneration to the aest, These gatheriogs alzo afarded vousovally
good ppporomtites far other Alricen caltural elements. such as
world view and mapical practices, to be [carned anil thus kepl Tiving.

Cloe jupest of Megro experienes i the United States that is sig-
nificant tn the toral acculturaiive sitpation conecetns the resnliz of
Hegro-Indian cootzact. That 1 most of the SNew World, az well as
i the United Siates, this eontace was conlimoays Trom the earliest
dayz of Mepgro slavery his not been a5 well recogrnized as onght he
Students of the Atrecigan Indinn have speculated cn the amount o}
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Wegro influenne b be discerned in the pressnt-dav iribal customs of
eertain Tnelian proups who cither posseszed Negro slaves they later
absorbed, ot cffered haven to escaped Megroes, giving them places
as members of the tribe. But the possibvlity of Indian imfuence op
Negro behavior, cither directly or at second hand through the taking
over of Indian custoans already acccpted by the whites, has not fig-
weed in terns of the posaibilities that have heen envisaged in analve-
ing the forces which impinged on the WMegro in his pew habita ¥

1t ia apparent that in mencly tavsing these questions, the need for
reexamination of the problem (s indicated, especially in view of the
exsentially simplistic character thus revealed of most statements con-
cerming the natore, rate, and intensity of the acculturative process
undetgone by Megroes in ehe Linited States. As has been shown, in
the West Indics the mechanisoms are t he more clearly seen heeiuse
the situation was such that Afrrcamiams conld B2 rednined in grent
encuph medsure 10 pecmit the student more sorely to azwess the
means wherely this end was ackieved. In the United S1ates, where
the acculturative process went much farther than in the islands, the
intellectral provincialism that has held students of €laverr and of
the Megra te prepocupation with the problems of the mainland alone
has cawaed them to develop hypotbeses that vefect theie lack of
acquaintance with the comparative data which allow the probleme ta
it phrased in more realistic terms.

Two or three instances thay he offeecd from the rich docooesas
tion available, 10 ilfustrale apain ihe oatuee of the cuincary ap-
proach, The following summarty statement s Uvpical ;

As indiwidoals, the ooulatooes alaays have cojoyed onportunieics saee-
whar preater than 1hose edjeyod by che rank and fle oF the black
HNegraus, In slavery days, they were miasl Ereguernly 1he traioed servants
ane kil the :l:,ln:u.r.'l.gux n{ r_|=|i.|:,r comtact wity coftured men and wemen,
M.‘LI‘I:,' ok th:'r.r. wErE Erl_-r anrl £ -I:'I'Ijl'l].'l:'-:l 1:.'1*.:|:1:'1.'rr a.r_'lvu.nl:ag:s wenl 'u.rith
that supemior status, They were considered by the white peaple o be
gsuperior i intelligence to she black Negroos, and came o take great
pride in the fact of theit white Blood, They develaped a tradwion of
superiarity. This idea was accepted by the black Neproes and conge-
quently the mulateaes enjoyed o prestige in che Negen group. Whers
possible, they Turnied a sort of wnxed-blogsd =ate abdd held themeselves
alool [rao the Black Mepgeoes aol the slaves ol bower segaioun t®

{ir, again, thiz pacrage, offered a9 background for a consideraiion
of the Negro family as af pregent constiloted, staces the Tamiliae
point af the special opportunitics of fhe house servant as against
the Aeld hand to acquire, in thiz cse, the religion of the master:
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Alfbough the hovse-servancs because of therr Bavored postion in relas
tiot 1o the master class weea eaely admitted o2 the charches, it was anly
with Lhe weatnig of 1he Metlu=lisls and e Baphists that e nasses of
glaves 'found a form ol Clieistmoty thiat Lhey could jnake alcir awn ™

This same aothor iz move emphate when he discosses the differ-
entials in aocuuration 1bat periin o the family:

The examina? ion of printed docoments as well a5 1hnse cellectsd Srom
ex-rluves gives evideons of a wile rage ol differences in the slatus of
the Megre Tamily ohdec the instibation ol slavery, These dificeeaces are
related 1or the characier of slavery as it developed as an iduscrial and
._'.ncia.l 5_1_.r.'='lem. "n.'rrhr-nr 5|EI.'I.'I:'1'_!|I' a.ssl:lrm:d i il:l.l:!']uﬂ:hil.l clurieter the !I-u'.-'-::-n-:l:]
position of T house servants, many af whon weee mylattoe=, facih-
tated the process Ty which the {amily mores af the whies ware taken
pver. Thus close associabom of master class and the slaves often en-
tailed such moral instruction wsd zswpervision oo el behavior ol the
slave clhildien thal they catly acquaired high standards ol ecaducl whicl
SEEI:I'.’EIJ pataral o 1lekd. Seaual relatng belwsen the wlile masters an
I:'ht' slave wliten el ot miean .t.'im',:q]}' ht ||r1'n-::-13|.i.r:.'|1im1 n{ J"-Erir._qn L] e
mres e Tocelanl = prectuce 3 class ol molaitne:, wha 3;|:|:|1,|i1'~e;'|:] 1 con-
ception of themseives that rawsed them glowe the Black field hands In
many Lasss these mulazloes cither throwph emacipation or the parchase
of their freesdon bBecame o pacc of ohe T1ee class where an tnsocwtional
farrm af 1he Nepeo Taumily Gra ook rool®

[n the lkght of the data cxted in carlier pages, however, it is appar-
ent hat the “favored positen of the howse servant™ is raken dor
praneed tnoa degree not justified hy the daces. But beynnil this the
assumptinn 1Ak L fue save calens ne Umoeal ibaractine” ook
plowce will alxike ihe ceatical reader as a highly questionalle assmengn.
tisan. Granting lacl of rmeact Ty [eld hanrls with masters, s it Lo
te inferred that the Negroes had no values of any sort o rcansmn
to their children? Furthermore, would not a realizoic apgraisal i
the morals of the masters, with whom the muolacto Jnose serwaiis
are Tield 1o have Geenm o such elpse eondact, alao be desirahile 1 oae-
seasing clie natuee of 1he conventions which their personal retainers
abgorbed £ IE 15 Dhkiewise gsarmewhar Qalwull o Follow the aswertion
that s=xnal relativns of slave women with masters duk not demoral-
ize African sex mores, but “tended o produce a class of maulattoes ™
Daer, this mean that the African sex moces were co lonse chal casuaal
sexill e#lations were of no importanes, when eonspared to e Tacl
Mt uffapring were Lorn nf matings ?

Critigiam alnatg these Iines indicates the sapmet mowhich adher.
ence to the stereotyped view, that diffeeenuals in accolluration on
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the hasis of differing npportunities tor contact are cssentially 1n he
|_-.'I-c],:||:ai1'|ﬂ‘] ™ ferme af .il'\\:grl:l:lll':ﬂ[ tex bewtzae e Deled. tende o dull
peroeptinns 9 the pussible variaton: i the hisinric silpation, and
te Induce contradictions and irrelevanees in osabsegpent avalyses of
data. Decanse of this quite as moch ag berause of the donlds raised
by the consylialion of contanporacy accounts and ceevaluation of
prinis, oftew awile in passing, by historians of slavery, b bocomes
apparent that the entire peeldern gigsl be reexamined 1§ we are ade-
guately to understand how the Negroes ook over the behivies of
their masters.

4

It has been stated that everywhere in the Xew World Africanisms
ace manifested 1o <ifesent derrees 0 the several aspects of Megen
culiure. [n dizcuzsing this phase of the accullurative process, we will
here concern ourselves wih Il samier =0 which iese vaeloos dii-
ferentials wrere catablizhod, eaving to sucrveding elsapiers e 1ask
cof Alloatcaling actual snzvivals 100 S Toaaml o eiwls ff Uhease aapects.
Fur this, we meest jipaim Leoelly turo te the socwelogcal and ecanamis
matrix of plantativn Iite. simoe tas was not only the dominating
{factor i the experience of rwet Neproes duting e entice period
of slavery, hut has also played an important part in che ke of large
numbers of Negroes over all the Mew World since that time.

In pasdlindag ¢los appecach g the problea, 1he miscake must nat
T macde oy regarding U Megzoey merely ay pagsive eleetiestls i e
situaticon. For somdy @ Afcica and in the New Yeark] has shown
with pread claritr that. as in all societies, certain aspects of colture
are of preater concern to a people than others. which meang that in
every culture interests tond in center an certain activities more than
on others. Theee consescus drives, directed toward 2 eereain segment
ai the entire hody of tradition, determine that area of the culture
whereitl the greacest elaloracion of Lasic lradiwions s b3 Te funnd
at a gi'. 1w ]'b-e‘.:l’:il.'tlﬂ i el '|'|'i:§-1n-r}' <if a '|_'ré|.‘:-'|:||.1:; act] urler pocnlturat oo
Heese apterests cume o e those held o with the goeatest tenacity
possible.

Ii, then, the accultorative sitvation be analyzed in terms of differ-
ing oppartunities for retention of Africamsme in the various papeers
of euMure, it is apparent that Africay forms of techinology, sconumic
life, and policical nrganizatinas had Bt o relptively slight chance of
survival. Uensils, cothing, and inod werg supplied e shaves by
theie masters, and it 1 but nalaral that these should have been what
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was most convenlent to procure, least cxpensve booprovide, and,
other fhaags tu:ing cqual, mosf Tike the eypes in which the slave-
(e 1ie were accrastoceerl, 'Thas & Frican l:[r:l]‘b-l_'ll clodles wwwrre 7=
paged b tailoced chething, howsyer ragead; the Shorgbeandled,
broad-Dladed T gave way to the Tenger-harollad, sliiornes-bBladed
impienent of Eorope: and sueh fechniques a: weaving awd ieon-
workimg and wood carving weere almest entirely lost, Except for
such poor barser as the slaves cnuld ennerive among themse ves, or
i s Taroas they were pesmitted oo sell in the maskets, e zenmnl
rl thie wronctie cranplexities of Africa semainel vee the planlation
Such widespread institmtions as praning had au opperiaeigy g fune-
tion in o the New Woarll, noer coull mare than a {few af the most
rudtmentary coofomic devices be ctried o anlside (he all-enccm-
fassng «lictates of tloe coasees.

Tl catinetion af African palicical imstiomions also resalred Trom
the snuabiem of the <laves, Oly in che mast indermal. eeen seoret
ways cuuld Alrices leaal waend ind expression or Morrican golitical
penins express waclf Theie tzadicions, iLos Doe, persitiod dunag
the varlier periods of alavery even in e [ace af supiession, as is
atlests] Ty e prompt organization of groups on Adrican s
wheerver MNeprn rovoll was oo large smzgh scale b perendt zmy
stability o wocial otroctaee e be redlioed Boloaneh s were ex0
cepticmal. awd sl the comtinstion of 1he wlave sfaims down the
generations, abariginal trad:itions in these aspects of cnltere tended
to hecamie more and moce dilose, unol today, 5 will be seen, they
exisl only raeely in immediate African derm.

Tn religica meul tngic, v the atlwer haned, aml a5 oaeceas ceriain
ricnmmte i esfrerls e acsthetie life, eae woas prealen reasem,
e tesmms ol Tinth alwwipginal ancerest oneder slavery amal Ibe mgspers”
rr_quin:ml:nts, Forr Paletdinmy o, aw il |eis heen pul;

. The Adricans were hranght ooeer o be odlgstoally exchoited, and
the white naastrs was carcful L see Blad Smemcan 1arning oractlice was
Talleowed L The slaves, ile caemi Tess ahout e amusemew s aael religion
ul 4l Begon ou L as they stid val aifTecr bes wotbhing ahibg 1®

Slaves were proselytized by beth Protestants and Catkolice—if rom-
pulscry baptism of Negeoes 1 the Catholic cowntries of lispamicla,
Cuba, Brazil, and claewhere can be described by ihis tesm—Dbut what-
ever ghe glientiom piven to Creligions instreetion’” of the staves in
varions arens and al warings petionls nf slovery, fhe freedom of 1he
5|.a_'w_-5 i i:l_lnl_]ul:'l I!]'.u-'ir 1P ST VO wirlh'u.ll while 'tl.|1_|l:r1.':i5i-:_1|1_ was
always greater than their fresdom o wock or organize polibically in
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the Aincan menner. Magie was almost by its very nature adapied
tee going tndergronnd, " and was the natwral prop of revolt, as the
Tollpwing passage shows -

Gullaly fack {one of the leaders in Deamark Vesey's Tnsurrection s
Sourk Carcling in 18227 was regarded az a sorcerer. - . . Lle was not
anly considered inwulueealde, boe lse he coold make olhers sa By his
charms (evmsisliop cliiely ol a crab's claw to be placed o 1he mouth ) ;
and that T could and cectainly would provade al iz dolluwers with
arms *?

Seceet in s manipalatinn, it came to be Teared aloost as widely
among the masiers as amung the slaves.

The attsrudes of the masters toward song and dance and Falk 1ale
varied throvghoot 1he Mew Word Erem hostility and  suspicion
througl indifferenee to actval cncouragemaent. Such a crivial matter
ax 1he extent 1o which reereational Tarms eonded o ateeicre witl
the amaseer’s peroowil convorcnee was awnpoertaase, sy apparendly
irrelevant feataresd ag the armaunt of woise mle in dansing or wihile
singimg tended ta influence white attitudes. The guiet with which
tales are told, plos theit appeal to the whates a= stories for childeen,
made the retention of this element of African culture as ehiquitous
as it is in the Mew Workd Adricon types of dancing aznd singing
were alloowed when they did not ioeerfere with work or were per-
formed on holidays; At such times, according fo numerons aceounts,
they were eninved by the masters wha watcheg thetn as much as by
the slave dancers and sipers, The clhvthitbc aoccncopinitiemd to song
which, az we have seen, is Jundamental I Afocm musical expoes-
sion. was foreed inta varinus crannels. The slave-nwners Eound to
their cost that dowms which beat for dances could also call to cewolt,
and thus it came shout that in many partz of the MNew World the
Adrican types of hollow-dog druems were suppressed, being sap-
planted by other percuzsing devices Less soseeptible of carcwing mes-
sages and could thus Te resteicted to bealing dance thythms,

The disappearance of another outstanding form of African aes-
thetic expression, wood carving, 1 to e apinihiied to & nomber ol
caitaes, hat the least of which was cconomic. Slaves were bomght o
be worked, and the leisuce essential to the prochaction of plastic
arl Eorms was enticely denied themn, Forchermore, thore was ligls
il any demand Eor what miglt hawe been carved, since Furopean
patterns of art appreciation were at that time hardly such a5 wo en-
courage the production of auch exotic art forms. Why one apecial

style of Alricat carwing should have survived in one part of the
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MNew World, and there alone, we diy dnl kiew, bt the special cir-
eumstanees under wlhiack Yoruban carving survived in Emanl, shoald
these ever he diEEl}'n.'El'Ed, will throw |ighl: un wh}r mimilar survivals
are not found olsew here,

Instatutingsa in the Geld of social organization stand infermediate
hetweeen techunlogy Aol religion in respect to cetention in the face
ol slavery. T gacs without savimg that the plantation system ren-
dered e survival of African fannby types impossible, as w0 did
thewr underlying moral and supernadural sanctions, excepr in dilate
barm. Cinly where Megrocs cscaped soon encugh alter the begimning
uf their enslavernent, and retained their freedom tor suffisienily long
periods, rould institoiions of laeger sonpe sueh as the extended
fumily ot the clan pereisd at all; and evew by 1hese situations the mere
breakup i personnel made it ualikely hat some manifestation of
Eurepean infAuenee shouid naot & felt [n [hatell Cruiana algne hag (he
clan pecsisted | whae Enrpog el scoal steuctnres ol peesad-day Negrn
mommunities of Browil take i usknown, hut ke Haiti aod Jamaica
|:1|:'ng gTﬁupin_gs U nu [rrther toan g kool ool E||r1¢.|:|_1,' knit extenoded
iattily. Yee, oo gthe clier haod, slaverey by na means complelely sup-
preased enuaph approximalions of ceriam Foegs nf Adrican Iamily
hiv Fowen in the Unied States, where Africanisms persisted with
geealest Jifhcubty, such family organszation as existed daring stave
tirnes m terms of dhe relationslip between parentz and ckildren, and
between parents themselves, did not lack African <anciions

Though slavery gave a certain instability to the marriage tie, n
the New World as a whole the many peesons who lived cut theic
hives an the samc plantation were able te establish and maintain
Families : even in the United States o is far froom certaim that wndis-
turhed matings have col been o5t sixat of in the appeal of the nore
tloaamatic sepasations that aciually did ocour in large nomchers. As
will ke indigaced e ethe nexd chapter, certain abligations nf parents
tre clildren operacive 3 Africa no less than in the Boroean seene
were garcitd cwer with all the Jdeaves of cheie ssntinaal coptent in-
tact. The special kind of relationship hetwecn hoshamed and wife
characlerizing the Mogro family o all parts of the Kew World
presents a poohlems whiose Dhistorical aolution can Tyt taeang be
satisfaciorily reached withaut refererce o cottiparable pallerns af
life in preslaveey Africa. The vivid sense of the power nd (he dead
and the related Feeling hal the ancestors are alvays pear by o be
called on by their livieg Jescendaots give 2 kind nf strength o
family ties amonpg Megroes that can be iraced e leascning degrees
of intensity a5 one moves Feoi Weat Abrica itself to the New World
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arens where contact with Koropean patterns was closest Th wae Tt
naideal Flaae all ehese elemsenes nd attitwde, helicf, and point of view
renee f kg the e ol kinship shovld have been pazscd onoas ohil-
drem were taught by their parents; w have Been dnenivated, mgeoe-
over, withaur vndue mterferenee by the masters as long as they Ted
ta no action thar woull impede the smanth functiening nf 1he vattes,

The traditiens underlving nenrelationship geempings af sacions
kinde trkewise survived the slave regpime. The depree iy which this
i5 true varied with the function of 3 piven eeganizatiom, approarch-
ing tae imposzible i e cowe of tlsse st aocietios s walely
spread in the parts af Adricy Sroen whick 1he slaves were deizwn. 1o
the Jatter instamee, they socd of orgamieation ekl endy go widee-
L.rlll.lnd rar -:_Il.-:.||_:-'|1|.' im, Ik Teor catlaer kiads nf associaloens suel ddrastic
aeding wis Tl meeragasy. The spiret hehind e nocerons eepes of
ponpecative societies 0F A Erica tended o Le kept alive by 1hie very
Eoran ol proup lalar emploged ok the plantations. TRe feeling for
thitual hclpfulness inberemt in thes tracdicion cominfboted dicectly
toweand the adjustmenl of the African b bis aew sitiation, Tor with-
oat szume fermule of rouual sefE-belp Te coeld scarcelrs have sup-
rarted the oppression he sufered. And Low strongly 1his Tormmgla
did perszet s Imlicited Ty e manner in whiche on emaroialion.
CULPETIETWE 0T sl s spreng np et ey am the Sea TSy,
ar bowe oo b Woest Tauhes insaraoce ceganizalioms ol T el come-
mem o Alrien, at gaee cane e being, The oreat comibee 0 XNeprn
lewlges sm the [Taited 3iates, loowph ootwardly Tollowing eravet-
Licnal wlhile gailteens, are by e meaes the Anme as seir wlnte rian-
torparts. Cne factor inpreserving Afnean sauetioas in osilulions
od this sort has been the senee of the moportance of Teadership thae
tharacterazes all kinds @i Afrcan sacial nscitubons, The poineiple
of order and repulaciy. induced b discipline eserted chroupls ro-
sponsihle headship, permeates African life, and this, reindarecd by
the very submission o autnnrity demanded of the slave, has s many
ways Howereed mnler Freedum,

En wesbomg Lo ancderstaml ehe tnectoonniame making for e differing
degrecs of Afeicon clememts Found bxday in the seveeal aspects of
e World] Megro valtree, [he Turees which lrove these iolk towasd
the acrcepdaoe of Fueopean celbuer must alea b evaloated. That is,
e s |'.l..-|'|5|-:‘]t|:' thyse positive theasuces which made for acceplance
aTThé naster's winy ni life a3 well a5 1the negabive forces that, with-
aul conscious ditection, operaled (oo Jiscoucege e’ retention of
ahoriginal patterns. The didference helween T tweo drives may be
flestrated by an example. As has hoen staced, e Bcrepimiic system
irt the New YWorld tended of 3tself to inlikil Afeican malenal cul-



THE MccuLTrrATovE PROCESS T4T

tnre and techanlurical capabilities, Ironworking, woml curving, Tuss
wetry, and the bke simply had no place in the pew woene, and bence
sl 'I'Er'l'l:l:i.ljuE:_-'. alcoaxe ever.',"l.'.-'l'uﬁn* id et Cin the iibee haml,
praselybing amang the siives by Chricseian missionaries of warioos
denominations eonstionfed a positive drive. Yo the realm of belief,
thoere is no logical reason why African world view might not Fave
been continned i the zame way az motor habits of African dancing
were Tetained. Changes would undoobtedly have appeared of them-
selves, 3% they have in the dance, since snme measume of mmovatien
1% e inevitalde rescdr aF the reattact stinmahas Yel in the take of e
Afrizan world view, the efforia diregled fnward cferting change
catzed a preriinm o ba placed by the whiced an the owert acceplance
ol Cheistilan relimious belicts and practices, and thus accelerated the
disappearance nf African forms.

A further factor in indwemg acculturation was an umconscivus
wentiAcition by the Negroes of the Ietier wioe of ke witl the case
s 0 thess wha posseszed 1he power e got Tar themselves the
goaon] things of cxistenee, YWith passdny generaticns, prestize values
among the slaves, cercainly 2f tee United States. came more and
mere o b based on white vahies. Whery coontact was Iess imme-
daae aarl ez cnmstand, s owies the cose in e Canibhcan, the adee-
fificating of 1hese valucs with the eadinacm: of 1w aasiees was nat
snoaerotgy, while in his arca there were those who could function
chectively in tormz of Adeican wovs 6f life and con’ ¢hes refain
prestipe i terms of those capacites ina manner net pessihle on the
comtiment The worker nf rrlsl_gil.', 1the wiem nlel WOMAN, tle man whese
ersumaliey rmacle b @ Teader 12 coapreeative +Tore or 3o secoresipl
cewcl thus rerained a hald on the people such as was fnpossabls
where the impact of Lurooean custom was suck as to izhibis theae
indivi<haals from emplowing African methods of coping with theie
problemrs

TI‘Ii‘& |'_|:ri11;_;': ne 4o famal ]xl.:rlt 5?| i:l_msin:!l_'ring !hi:' f-'_':rn:r_;: I:hat
l'allx-.'ﬂ Flie b= 0 rent®ials 123 AT ricadensclis -e":-‘.i:ﬂillg I:-:‘1|"|:|_'|.' i 'Ihc \':l'ri-:||_15
aspeces nf Mew Warld Megrn cultnre i any given vegion—:tle eTecd
od that rezilience towird new experience which moitself is a deep-
ceated traduion of Africa. It has already been incdicated how, in
West Adrica, it was commen fur both conqueraes and connuered to
take vwer ame analbier’s gads sl baw, o the conree af 3 man's
everyday expericnes, ® was decrnel] more ulvanlagrons for him te
give way to 3 poaal of vicw against whal be coabl v peevadl than
b petsiat an Tis Actitode, Bowever Aemly be migld hald an opinio.
This teadition uwaderlies the soit-spoken politeness for wlnely he
Megro T8 famvous, which, in the form of a code far mote slaborated
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in Afrira and ameng Now World Negroes than it ever was in Euro-
pean life ar in the behavior of whites in the Western Hemisphere,
characterizes the refationships between Negroes quite as much as it
tdors-the behavior of Megroes toward whites, This toaditiem likswize
gives historie validity 1o the Oorecamspertness that hs 40 afles been
interpreted by studetns of Negroes in the United States as a mere
reféction of an accommodation 1o alavery that percisted heeause of
the dpdvwnmaged social and sconomic poaition of the Mepro since
emangipatind. Yot we have szeen how deeply rooted (o this ciccum-
spection in Afeica itzelf, and how it i found among MNegroes in
every part of the New World, Thoogh wndeubtedly reinforced by
the exigencies af slavery, it is thus nonetheless to be considered the
carry-over of an older patiern, tather than merely someathiog which
afforded a means to adjust to the diffcalties of life where fresdom
uf persomal decision was aur pacmiieed,

Certain slriking mstanced 1hat docwrnett this feacdibos nd pliabilty
can e traced n the eelipaons Tife of Neproea in thnse parces of the
Wew World whete, Carholicistt being the official teligion, autmerous
Megroes are members of the church while at the same time they con-
tinoe Atrican modes of worship. What seem to be far-reaching
contradictions are reconciled without apparent difficulty, for the
pagan spirit beleved to contee] a given manifestation of the wniverse
is merely wlentafed witb a prven samt, and unless missionary pressure
plaves the Afriean sparit wieler 2 Tan and cermoves the prestige it
would normally reotive a3 a functioning entity, oo deroralization
resolts. The fale of African percussion instruments ofers ancther
example of thiz process of accommedation on a less dramatic level,
Alrican droms have entirely disappeared in the United Seates, yot
opne wha is familiar with African muzic in its ortpinat forms cannot
hear "bocgic-woopie'' piane rhythms without cealizing that there is
little difference between the two except in the wedium of expression.
Dwtch Guizna provides & kint of kow sweh adaptitions came about,
M a5 farBacddec o ose Africay types OF dewens inothe city of Para-
marihe, cacept ot cortain speeified times. Yel Lhe proper chythms
musl be heaten whenever a diviner determines that ah illness bas
heen cavsed by a spirit, since dramming the chythms of thar spint
i3 casential to cffccting a core. Mdaptation o the legal Bat ig simpbe,
employing abjects of Eurcpean manufacture never ismtendad for such
use. A emeoral washbasin is Alled with water, and another cugwed o
fluat in it upside duwn; the chythms beaten on the bottom nf s
stmabler bagin give the sound of a hollow-log drum without the samne
carrying powwer. The curimg mite is thus carried out quicthy, and
African medical preclices contintie despite the troublesome cule,



Chapter V1

THE CONTEMPOEARY SCENE: AFRICANLSMS
IN SECULAR LIFE
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In the preceding pages the position taben by students of the Megra
concermiig the existenoe or nonexistence of African survivids eomong
Megroes of this country has been considers], and reseovecions o
this pasibion advanced om the hasi: of an hosizan broader than that
encompassed hy the boundarics of the Tinited Soaes alone. The
problem of Negre onging has deen catlined. and the state nd oer
koowledge aboul = tribal ancestry of New Weorld Negroes as-
acgsed. The culiural Theritape Lroughl by them to ahe New World
has Teen akelclied send cnonpared o slatechenls commonly made ne-
gardie Alrican soceties; aoul 1this has demoassteated how far the
realiy is remaved Trom asserizons Fanned i the Tieraluse a2 writeen
by those whn, lacking firsthand expemicnce in Africa, have in addi-
tion but slight contrel of the source materials. 1low the slaves were
obtained, and the extenc to which they concticoesd seleeied porfious
or represented a cross seclion of the West Alrican popolation, has
becw analyzed, ancl elie celusal of 1he Nvgrutﬁ B accepl wawe rv, m
e Hvarhce L"l.:.‘.l-:’]l:rl.ﬂri.l:,.' afrilafed] o them, jnda-ate]. Final'l}r, the
mechanism= whereby the adjustment of the MNegroes was achieved
in the MNew World have been detagled And this brings us ta the
subpect of ouc vitimete concern—the survivals of African tradicions,
etticudes, and instituticnalized formis of behavior actvally in be
abserved in present-day Nepro life in the New Wecld, pacticalar]y
i1 the Uliniked States.

In the discussiot which I"-e'|||-:_:-'i!.r5I ceTtaLn pu:_'.ints are 1o be 1{|:1:|1: in
micg). Tn the hest plage, the attack is always on ¢he broad front im-
plied in the methidulugical principle thar Africanism: in e Llnited
States can be vnderstood only it fortn ol e ntremsed meensity of
their counterparts elzewhers i the Mew Workd, Thiz meiha] [r=
mits recognition of vestigial ocourrences of Alcican erpdigion im this
country (hat might ciberwise Le overfooked; in the case of muore

Th3
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ohvious surwvivals, it affords the best cloes to the procezsea which
broueghe about the changes they have undergons. In chert, though
thig aualyais 13 primarily arieated toward the problem of Africanisms
i she Lindled States, this countey will be treated az but a portton ofF
the [arger Mew World area whicly, ivom he poine of wiew of the
derivation nf s Negrne inhabilantz, ks Jargely an ethnic and eul-
tural umit.

A oseeond point to be remembersd 32 that docomentation rests
almoat entirely on the avallable Jiterature, Thi: means that the mate-
taal: are weighted on the sule of those awpects of Megro Lfe that
have attracted stadeses nf Megro custoa. Beease 3z this Tilerare
the same citations of {act are repeated Friam ane work e anether, it
haz not been comsidersd necessaey o emcdoy any bt the more com-
prehensive sources. Pockett's standard work fn Negro iolk customs,
which, despite rhe etmphasis on Eurnpmtl proveniosee laiid o ams
cpemnE and cum l:.ll.l.l_]"'IL chapters, is Alle] with makerials than pesint
directly ta Airica, iz one snch wark, C0 5 Johnzon's =y of the
Weprdr suaral popmbalion ol Alaenn Ceanty, Genepia, ancd the repacts
on a small-town *egra gproup by Powdermaker and Dollard alsa
have been Tound useiul. For the kinship units in Meers sucial or-
ganizalicg, Frazier's volume has Leen utilized. az Tae the works nd
Facsonz and & B Johnson, Finally, the Rles of soch periodicals as
the Sfouwrrod e'.'_IF Aweriran Foll-Forr amel corham |i|;|.3'r:|'|'_'r' st es of
southern MNegro Iife which have been Bound to contain <igniticant
suckibigil and evhecgraphic vaeriade complees this st of the
kinds of sources primarily ealled cn to sugply aur ddata.

A maost serivus bandivap e the abeence of adequate ficld reporas
kasac i a cranbined hisiortesl, demngeaphic, and comparative eth-
nographic attack. Field work by Powderroaker, coneeived in e
Lruadest manner of any single stody of & Mepro group in the United
States, anflecs feean lack ol aspgaitanee with data from Megro
societies | other parts of the New World and Afvica. Lioerpoeta.
tiats 3w thig work are thecelare ulten specldive whers they might
be subject te histormal conteol; mwre repeeteahle 38 the fact that
some af the critical materials which would bave given greater in-
sight Inea the Jife af Lthig gronp have been overluoked. The paycho-
togical preccoepationa of Dollard in studying the sitne cormeainiy
hivve comilitivmed the jrame of reference emploved in gathermg bis
data, and alse Frequently tanrd be hoohwd his interpretations. hore-
owver, the same criticiem, on a somewhat different level, may be
lodged againgt the resalts of most seniolagical research in this feld,
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sifbce, a3 i the ¢ase of Jobnson, for example, control of requisite
camparative matecials is Likewise lacking.

I'imally, a cautiom is in order concerning the degree o purcity
assumed 19 exizt in the African traits oo be reviewed Yecavse of
e emotional "oading™ of aldpdes poward e peobleet gader diss
cussion, e witeanp go lrace Adricanizmes 13 e fooipeently mel with
the coynlergssertion that the Megrovs of the United States are net
Africanz, regarnidless of the fect that no dmplicatior, of this kond is
imvalved. In this duscwssion the poine of view is laell chat. as in all
solentific inquury. 1he data mast be followed wherever they fead: and
thae an mpro il o all phases o (he penblem nmst be setained
il w11 pessilailinges of amlvsiz bave been exbansial Negenes in
the [linen] Srales siee st "'.frll.mx hut theyearr the diewrndanis of
Africans. There is no more 1h'::u1'~l.".||:a. supirart fur anm Tiypusiliesis
that ey have reciined nothing of che caltare of theie African
focclears, than for suppresing thae they have cemained complecely
Adrivan in eheir hehaving, The realistic appraizal of the problen at-
revnpie:] Larre Eallams the haypachesis tlin s geonp, Zke all afher
Follk sl Tave maaotaired o proap ideniaty o this comtry, Tiase
reliaed sometlonvg nd 1hesr celiocal eribage, while ar ghe sooe o
accammetatimg Hamselers, im0 whatever measire the exigenoies of
the hisheraeal sitation have permitted, 12 the costors of the country
a5 a whole?

ot amaleais af African soradvals may hegae wih o comsidersinm
of how cerimn iselaned Adrican tradns bive held aver an Aomerican
Megra behavier, mosl ofven in wninstintiomalized torm. That more
canmles of eirre-overs Ealling in thes eacegnry are noc Bained in the
Ttetatnze is prodably thae fnothe liek of aruaintanoe of obsercers
with related Moew Wik Mesra culegres and 1he African back-
gr-".unrl. oey thiae w1acly '|1!|1r'.I-c. 1 sizmifesmee e 1 rrpnrtn?ﬁ. Ty
a 'I:er_:l,'r '|'.|ﬁ:|'||! al view, howewver, Thess n=lamees, i the Aprrepale,
crncribute teopo slight depeee tes the total pattern of Xepro hehavior
and. herause of thetr African charaster. help oo distinguish it from
he behavor of otfer elements in e pepolation.,

The retention of Africanisms i memor habite presents a vast Acld
for sty Afwildalngieal difieslries i e waw of sueh research
are appreciahle, since eesulls haviep scicktific validity ean he ob-
tained cnby Ly atadvadye rmations pictured of such routine activities
as walking, speaking, laughing, sitting postures. ar of dancing, sing-
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inE, hueden ¢arrying, hocing, snd movements marde 0 wafous ite
dusireal techirigues. Wer on the hasia of oncontrolled observation. it
ts & cummemyplace thiat many American MNegen forms of dancing are
essentially African; and this is confrmed by modinn piccanes taken
of the Kwazide rites for the ancestors af the chef nd the Asbanta
village of Asukare. which inclode 3 pretect example of the Chacles-
ton, of by the resemblance to other styles of Megro dancing well
krown in (his cowntry included in films taken in Dahomey and
amncg the Yoruha,

T anctBer lesa well-koown $ield, it may he dindicated that he
precise methd 0] planting [_|l|n1ﬂgr.|p'|h:-:] in Idabamey and in Haali
was chserved by Gascom in the Galla Islands in e summse o
19345 This method, alceady descrshed and ilustrated foc thess ather
twi regions,” is to work down and back cach paic of cows in a feld.
M coiainer of soed i3 keld vnder the left arm, and the cight ar Teht
hecl, ns the euse may e, is ueed o make a shallow depressics in 1he
soil The =eeds are dropped in this hale, and Jirt 10 caver them
pushed over it with the toes; this foat is then placed anead of the
sower. and the sames movements performed in the oppasite cow with
the other foot. Whether this methad 35 wsed elsewhere in the United
Statcg cannot be stated, bue wheee o docs occur il constientes 1 divect
gurvival af 3 West African motor Iahie

The duseription given ol a Sea [laand waman af the Civl War
perice] may be cited ax anether inslance of the survival of mator
behavinr;

It was 001 Ao wiiuswal l|:|:i||.],; Hr el 3 wdaman D:_:u'n'inj_r' ‘fn:_lm I:1'||: ﬁ:ld_,
wlere uhie hal Isen '.‘L-:_:-e:l'ng yntkom, with o =mall hocksr nr up an her
hemal, amil a hoe wwves her shounlder. contentedly smicking a pipe and
briskly kmitting as she strode alene. [ have scen, added to all these. a
baby strapped to her backd

The habit of carrying burdenz on the heal, so widecpread in tropiesl
cowntries. s favured in Wese Africa and the West [ndics. To what
extent it has survived in the United Staces cannot ke said, bt that
the practice hag had an important indleenes on walking sbyle 2 ap.
parent. Whether or ent it iz the facear ther has given 1the MNegro
his distinctive walk 3 for fittues research {oodetermine. ot the point
mmeasd T keept in mind as at least a sumewhat more tenalile hypochesis
tlun that advanced by one Frendian dasciple, wha held the Negro
"slguch™ 1o be the manifestation of a castratinm complex? The wavs
in which scuthern rural Megrn wamen hahitpally caesy their infants
do not today ordinarily include the method depicted in the guotation



AFRICANIZNS 1K SECULARL LiFe 47

above; as described, however, it cotresponds exactly to one manner
it which infanis are trapsported in West Africa. The other method,
stil] gomannaly 0 be seen among persons nf the lower socio-connontic
strata ol Wrgm rycal wl_'ie:t}' mm ilia n-:‘:lur'lll.‘:,', 1% bf syl acaik kA
hold the child as 1t straddles the hip OF b5 daerier.

The retention o certain industrial habits 15 hinted i the fullows
N passage:

Brovghtan was a rice shonl, srel the garnersd] clee wad carried brom
the fells ta the flats, then toswed ta tae mill, whers 1 was 1heesred and
loarled on ships 4 be carmied ¢ the city The rce was o1 hosked at
the olamiation mills. Uhis was done o ibe 2ty 3s rice was oot con-
sidered puod in 1hoae daya doless Deshly Beaio, O e plantation it
wan teatio Breaie Toz olioer every day. Foe elas punpose peacle: aed
o lara hewn from the trunks of Zves, were waeilll thicae Gecomaiag
sl an] shimng Bke metal frem constant ose. Tan hnes or 1an
wenren woal] srize she pestles gether i jhe widdle, saisicge and Ieding
them Tall sn -:||:||rkl:.' an:! i._-\.'r-.ll_l.' tras the |||'1r'|||g' At rice was nnt come
cilert 3 dwewl task. The chilileen olzen trisd o, bul peser succeeded,
a5 the moric ceguired & Bienck thes Cid non peedaess Adwey the ciee swas
laasened Trans the baeks, Uowas placed o Sa-boconed baskes: called
fanbers, Fweod loghn, and allewed Lo [all i Sxcketls slaced oo ohe groond,
the wisd Lo e cha @ awze Thes process, wincls was called ™ faning
Lhie bice,™ avan reszate] el 1he tiee waa peclecldy clean®
This techndquoe is sl cmployed in che islardz, bt ohe e of mortar
and pestle elscwhere in the Bomh hag net been repocted. Mortars
and peafles of the oype ineloded o Uhe colleetion Tron e Sea slatuls
an arthwesteen Dlnivarsity and woven ltays wsel oo winndmwazg the
rice® are emirely Afcicom Their use ro shell cereals of tne lomdl and
anuiher is glagsretons 1bracghont A Erica, flosgh of coarse not con-
fined ko that contimens. The wony 1 whieh 1hese ate used, however,
thows a further retention of motor habit, espeaatly in the tendenoy
toe weork o5 rhy chmicatly as possible . in e West Indiea, Gueians, and
Wese Adfrica, i takes some cxpericnwre Bng the visiler @0 Teacm 0
distinguish the alernafe scroke: af fwo pesths In the mortar from
the beat wf a driom The weosen Teays used in the Sea Isfands are
made with the sewing rechmigque culled ceiling, which 15 paramnunt
in Woest Adrica; more interesting is the fact 1hat. as in Africa, the
eoils, i all instances examined, are laid on in a clockwise direction.
This iz an exeellent example ci 1he way in which (he determmants
of Lelavior Iving beneath b conscis Tevel may be continued
where b manipudalinm ol materials s svglved. Awd 1his ant s of
the utmost Tmportanue 0 assedsing carty-osers in persomal habits
which, lying teyond the attention of thoze b whose advantage it was
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dharing siavery ko mold Negro behavior, continued wndisturbed until
today. 10 be numbered pmong those intangibtes which give 10 the
expression of Megre motor kabits their distinctive form.

The ways in which the hair of gome Negro women, bat particu-
larly of small Megro gicls, 1= deessed 15 s Jistinegive that only men-
Liots gf thiz convention is necessary B0 breadg if b0 mind. Ag far agis
krawen, thea cte attempt to give a derivation for these styles of hatr-
dressing has heen made by Pocketc:

Trn Africa, decoration of the hair reaches ¢ high point, oleen cnnsiseng
inmixing e plastic material wich che Lair and shaping the whaole 1ot
a highly Fantastic coaffure. Wirls the Negro woman of 1he South the hair
i still o priwe elgect ol decoralizn as evidenced by che many elaborate
caiffwres and by the "Hair Dresaer™ s3gns on many a lowly Negro cabing
althaugh 1here is a deride! seacdeoey 1o rernove the kink, by olariferous
unguents of all kieds in umitation of 1he stoaight biie of the whites”

Yet a statement of this kind 15 of hut Ticle help, inr 3o many parls of
the warld men and women take pains in dressing their hair. That
Weproes have many methods of hair straighteninr 1= well %nown;
bt this iz decidedly not African. for aothing of the sont has been
recntded from there. The most popular sysiem of haic treetment
useil by Megroes 15 named “Foro,” presumably after a Socera Leone
secret ety QF thiat hatme; bt chis merely indicates how this unit
of American business conforms o the procedures of American
buziness enterprise im0 general,

The correspondences te be foond in haiedressing are, however,
far mare specific aod definice than those meneioned in the preceding
passage LInTormrtely, we do pat ktow wlether defige dames ars
given the many patterns nte which the hazr of Negro women and
ehildren is braided, nor have the actwzl bratd desipns been svstem-
alil_'afl_'r' deseibal. Yer 1he :I!I!II_IlII-E'I-]iI.'iI}" ol fhese 3% e 1_||.|.r5|:a;:tdi:r|g
frature ot the hair-braiding pattorn; unbroben parts renning (he
leogth of tle bead, kengthwise parts broken by lateral lines, and
miarty other combinatinng eetipbasice U comtrasds Teiween the white-
ness of the scalp and the hlacknesa of the lair, while the unids Juga
which the hair 15 gathered Jvr braiding are frequently so small that
one wonders how the braida can b achieved, These musdes of hair-
dressing are ubiyeitous i West Alricz, while cverywhore in (he
West Indies Megro pirls and women dress their hair in a similar
manner, with similar desipns based an the wihiteneas of the lines
when the acdlp shows between the numerous parts. In Duteh Cagdana,
these designs are Eraquently giver nanes; among the Bush Neproes
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of that country men as well 53 women part and braid their heir in
this fashion. This, however, s 3 Tocal slaboration, ginge i West
Alrica and the rest of the Mew World men custamari]y cut the har
clage ancd wear it gnparted, in the manner to be seen among the taral
Megroes in this country.

“Wrapping" the hair is part 0f the head-dressing complex as is
the wrearing of kerchiefa. This wrapping has heen recorded hath in
the Sea Islands and Eaether west, Parsons has cemarked the custon
in the former Ingality

Wamen. old and voung, quile comemoly wear keechiefs arcund the

Tveadd amml taexl At 1|'|r Back. Dredermeath, the halr 1w ket S bn bre e |.|:|;'rt':d *
Yoo wr.a]:- uat” I:I B OCATA strmj;'r. 3.1'r|t|n|| 1.151:-5. it hmt ) N i H1:|:.n:|r|g 18

ihe rexsis nf 1he hair, ._qn-:] wmdmg iz ihe #nds, 1o make qm Eriaw. 'k

Apgam, [rone Missour, the ¢xistence of this cusiom dunng a some-
what garlier peric] ps wouchsafed ;

There was awdlang Aot blymes desirerd less than 2 "hea:)-Lanlkee.
chiel,” as sle wure ber bt (escepd oo Soncdays, when ot owas anded
ot an @ great Mack fle=ce’), in urtle wads the l=nptloand tickness nf her
fogrer, euch wad liang bphily wrapped with white vord B

Cnaceening ihe weating of headkerchiefs m fbhe United States, an-
other Alricansm, we hawve Tt 1tte knowledgs, The headkerchief
was commen encugh so that it came to be accepted a:z an intepral
part of the convendional portrait of che Nepro “mammy,” and a pre-
emancipation passage hints at reasons for this carlier importtance :

Frecedenee and trank weie reafecoed] mincnp the sleves, T Charleatan
Ferguson noted thal the married winbieh were distiaguished by a pe-
vulsirly-rimd herchack they wors opanr e leeads 10

In recent decades the wearing of headkerchiels has geeatly de-
creased in the Tnited States. but they are to be secn everywhere in
the West Indies, while, as we move southward ¢ (uiana, they are
found toe Fusacticar importanily in the everyday life af waroen theongh
the varying significatice of the names given kerclied designs
siyler o tying ! & West African Jistribution cannot be given on
the basis of vur present knowledpe, bat that 3 constderable number—
ower Afty—nproverh-mamcs for styles of tying ¥erchiefs could be
recorded among the Achanti of the Cold Coast is to be regarded as
ot soew sipmificance. Inboemants Here mainiained thad the costom
was one of long standing. In 1aitl a white headberchiet marks the
rambo, or womat oficiant o the vodun cult, and «lderly people in
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genetd], tnen 25 well as women, often wear keechiefs bound about
theic heads,

k)

Outstanding amang the intangible valoes of Megro hie in the
United States iy atrict adherence bo codes of polite behavior. Com-
menls o the stiquette of Megro slaves are nomerous, and some of
these tray he eited aa iHustrating the point. Botume, who worked
atoong the MNepross caleased by Union troops on the Sca Islands,
gives ome aspect af the code:

Retore T had gone far T discowvered that as 1 had beguo 0 maks ealls,
[ musi not omit one brace, noe faid oo sjeab to o sigle persoon, foum the
Hdest prandparent o the youngest child. Tleor sncial righes were -
exoralle My muide said, ALl them jeople wains b sy how f e 1o yon,™

xq T went an. 2

Dovle, whose disewssion is primarily concerned with the canons of
interracial behavior, quotes a coniemporary statement which shows
how readily the pattern of politencss among whies was Laken over
by the slaves who accompanicd their masters to the health resort at

White Sulphur Springs:

1f you would eabee vour staad pear the spring where they come down
after pitchers of warer van would witness practieal politeness, The
courtesy oF Samuel, coachman of Dre. W—— b Mary, the maid of bMrs.
Colonel — . . . The polite salaams of Jacoh to Fachel, the dressing
womman, god of 1saac, the Iootman, to Hebecca, the sursery meid, would
chamm you ??

That thia hehavior Jid not eerzly imatate that of the whites, Bt had
a salid Ioamdation in the mmores of the flaves themeelves 15 o T seen
frotn (he inllawing, wherein Thooglazs tells how palileness was ex-
acted i1y 1he cahis

- . - Thess mechanics mere called “uncles” by all the younger slaves,
nitt lscatise they crally sustained that relationship to any, but according
to pluntation efiquette, as 3 mark aof recpect, due Erom the youngeo to
the alder slaves. Stranges, and ewen ridiculous as it may seem, among &
peopte 3o vnsuliivated, 3! with sg many stecn traals o ok in the face,
there s oot bn Be femnd, amnog any |J-E|:-|'||1;':, A nce r|.|_-_l;||;1 eninTcAment
of the law of reapeet tnelfem, than they maintain, T sot this down as
parily constilubiotel with ;y race, and panly conventivnal. Thers 15 no
te=leee myuterial oo tle werld [ur nmh'i:n.g a yeotlsmman, lhao s Tprmished
in the African. He shows o others, abel exseery fot homas(l, 2l the
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tokens nf recpecl which he is oompellad vo manifest toward Tiis moster.
Aoyounsg alave muge approach the compaiy of the older with bat in
baacel, Aol wos balude bem, of he {ails to acknowlele a favor, of any
soel, wath the accustnmerd] “mwktee” oo, S anifermly are grod manmers
enlurced amung slaves. that 1 can casily detect 3 “hogos" Tugisive by his
manners, !

This sirigt ordering of conduct is by no means a matter g began
with slavery nor has ended with i, Puckett in several passazes com-
menty on Megro etijueits, attempting to account bt 1t s oumber
vl ways. among which is the importance of takmpg adeguate precan-
tiONs against magic:

M:L‘l'!l]-‘ i these 131005 have 1o So with matters of ql;'iqui.".ll:r. and seert
ta be an ceality 3 linking of unpleasant results wick oncenth manases o

an afteengd ta Tophten che vounp into 2 quicker acquisstion of Amenican
grwd -bireen [ing, 17

As will b2 seen shontly, however, the clements in the Negro onde
differ somewhat from patterns followed by the Amerscan majority,
s3 thal an explanation wn terms of drives bo acquire these new modes
of romdvct 1= net enkieely satisfactory. Fuckedt's amalysis of the
respect aeeorded elilerly oLk is more 10 the poiar. Here he naees “the
practiee of calling all nld peaple "Uhacle’ and “Aonty’ whether they
are relatives o om," " aed in the following passaee, which affords
ttR!iI‘l‘lﬂ-‘l"l}l' af hesa vl ks been the euslom nojed Enr pth'I:t'ﬁiT'lg
geaerabion by Dunglass, he savs:

oo il 35 considered had [ock o .. - "sass” the ald Golks, This Taeter
ides may have at one fiene had a real wcaning, sice the old folks were
“almesl ghosts,” and hence worthy of good creaunent lest Lheir apiries
avenge the distecpoeet andd acdpally cauwde bad loek o 1he offeoder 27

The validity of this explanation in best indicated by refeering the
assertion that "old folks"™ are “almeost ghoses'" b the eenees of the
ancestral celt which, az one of the mosc tenacions Africanisms, has
Ieft many traces in New World Negro custoeis. For, ag has leen
shown, the belicf in e power of the ancestots 10 helpr o Tarm Uwie
deseendants in o fundamentsl sanetion n¥ Afriean relatiooship growps
inga, and thas has infuenced the regenlion of Africanisms in many
agpects oF Mepro lile in the New World.

Atber specific syreival of Adrican eliuetie 35 the matter of
wrming the hewd when Jawghage {sometimes with the hand over the
muuath ), ot in speaking to eldecs a1 oller respected persons of avert-
ing the cyes and pechaps 1he face. The clae to this corrdspondence
came when working with 3 native of the Koo tnibe of Liberia, who,
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while demonstrating g Janguage to o university class, periormed
what weas thought be b thiz characterizstically American Negru ges-
ture as the proop hefore him laoghed 8t 5 joke he had made Chn
inquicy the nature of this as a form of palilencs: was made clear,
the theory behind it beine that it is rude 10 Jauph in the face of
ancther. This convention was later found greneral in ather portions
of West Africa: unfortunately, the liverature does not deal with
minor matters of personal condoct such as this, and other cempara-
tive Jata are therefore lacking,

In Gaana, nt ||:|I||:|.' flég= vrm Tl |ﬂ.|.1;|§!l in el Tace oof aeneler,
hual @ poneg fuzel deoes not ever ook ar the eldee to wham he is
speabting. Moreower, Qe cpeaks Iioa Teoer voloe, aned intiodaces 8 con-
vantiatalized stammer inte his speech. Flow this patéern has corcied
ewvet tita Mepro behavior i this coontey is to be seen deom the ox-
pericaee of a cotured principal inoa nerthern school, where many
children. recent migrants From dhe Sooth, had to be dealt with, Tt
was only when ihis oMicer learnel et o dnen tlae hearl 12 @ mark of
respect and not a sipn of tnateention, that the injustice that had been
e b 3 camsher of these southern Negre childeen sese 1o ehe selael
oifire yr ||iR|'5]‘E-'|i11H' wils cealivanl.

The manaer in which. 1o many Megro churches. the ser~on forms
a kindd of litany between preacher and conpregation represcits the
cewarking of stll atelber Eociet of Alrican polies Tehavior. To these
discourses, it will be recalled, the words of the preacher are con-
slantly interepersed with such expreszsions as “¥es, Lord" or UOh,
Jesuz,” anrd fhoge athee nacerons phrasca 1bae bave come by I
stapulard in such ritualy Insight inte the African nature of this
conventicn came during Aeld work i che interior of Thutch Suwiana,
wheee a eunnbng serics: of assents fo what 13 Tefag saidd by a wan of
tank of age punciwates his speech, the responzes being the more
froquent and ferwent the more imporiant the person speaking, and
the preacer the respect in which he g enlaled. "Fes, Irignml,™ 50 0t
13,7 “Yua-fug Y U Trge, troe” are some of the expressinons which are
as standirdized as are the interpolations of Negro worshipers during
the secmons af their miniatera.’ The same tralt marks West Tndian
MNepra chucches, whils in the Caribsbean there iz alse 3 tendeney o
interject stylized assents tnto what s often no mote than Five-cod-
take hetween bwo gequaintinee:s. And, completing the sequence, it
muy be noted that the same rule of pelite condoet characterizes the
Affican srene, both as regards the responzes made By cotradnn pers
noms Lo tiose of rank and between persons of squal position, it being
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explicily stated there that to listen passively (o the words of another
1% 10 be guilly oF eydemess,

A different kind of carry-over fram an earlier tradition 35 found
in such an intangible as the conoepd of time held by MNegroes, By
thiz is not meant the disregard For punctualicy so citen made the
pocagion Eor joking wlen velecenes i3 mada to such an hour az “eight
o'cleek ©. P T.7 gignifying thay, since thiz i “Uelored Penples’
Time," an hour or 1we later 1han the oae named i actgally ineant
Dusregard for punctuality is to be expeeicd wherever timekeeping
devices are lacking; wlnch iz to say that approximations of time
rather than punctuality mask the lide of most human beinps. What is
meant here s the wity in which e day 8 divided, and the special
sigmificarce tor Negroes of terms such as "evemag ™ and Cmnrhing,”
The point can 1= made hy a quatatisn feom Dodlard whivh ilusitales
“the initial appeatance of stranpeness” he experienced n the man-
ners of the Negro community b was to studyr

I toak my laurdsy nne day tnoa Megro laondress - . . and asked her
when it would be ready She said, "Oh. tomerrsw cvenping.'™ After sup-
pet ol newe day 1 went Back, She reproached me on the proood ehae o
had Teea clone Bor five or g% Bewrs and T cowlel Tawve hiel it pachos; ']
1-.:-c|:|r|.'1er| Fuu Lo cnene armand alemul bva riclieck 1h:s cl'ming_" Mnrning
ie {frnm wlen yoo get up until argind tan, and evening is fram then on.
At fisst | ihought orly Sepross wsed the word in Lhis way, but later
feund elial wlite people do too.'®

The same linguistic conceptinn ai time divisions is 1o B cncoontered
throupghew ehe West Indics, while the presalence of 1 similar wsage
throuphnar West Adrica traces them to their aoneg,

At ibis poit] we asay consider in some detaal narafestations in the
Lrmited States ol 1he abildy of the Negro bo adjust te his s1loation
by adapting himseld 40 (e requiremencs of the moment, a peint that
has been referred (o geveral broes belore, Ordingrily, ¢hiz is held w
indigale Ihe quickness of members of ehis wdezprivileged group o
comprehend and acqoissce in the wizhes of those quer them, aspo-
cially samifesl in their giegaemspectiuess in hondling whites. Some of
the: comments that have heen made on MNegro reticeee am] plialility
mar be indicated. Duxle analyzes the common reaction :

The Megre ... "pets along'” because, when in douBe as o wlat 33
expected af him, he will ask what is costnmary-- not what is the law.
e secms subsonsceonsly 1o Eeel that custom i more powerEal than law.
And et theee are inatances where onoone can ¢2l] kim just what s the
custom or wlat will be accepred. In this case ba falls back on old halbts.
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[f these habits ace ot acoepied, the Megro merely "turas oo This pec-
sonality” and, by apology, ingratiaton, ur laugkter, will b able o 10m
even this hard corper.™

How oie glenwnt 111 this le;'E]II:Liqu.-E e, H11:|L||-:1_1_.'¢;'|'| during slavery
ig recodanked by this same writer 3p the Tolliwing {assage

A slave, on occazion. might le impmadert 16 Te sooporied hin Jospa-
dence with a quotatinn from U Scoptures. & slave trader was unlioad-
ing & <arload of Meproc: ar a station in Gestpia As he stepped on the
platiorm Te asked if all the Boeprons were 1here. Thersupon one slave
replied o “Yes, massa, we's all heah” "o dysel{ 02 harm, foh we's all
Tieah,” wdeled amather, gquoting Samt Peter. . . . O olher socasions
glaves would Impeavise songs whicit weee positivcly Lnpoden, but
whach, clothed an che fiphd Forms, would pass unnoticed, of cven pro-
voke a anile or leupghter.

We raise de wleat, dey b ws de carng

We hake de baead, dey pib us de ernss;
Whe si” Jeabeal, dey mibous de huss

We neal o omweatl, dey piboas de sking

Mo dat's e way dey 1akes os in.

We skima ¢e pat. dey gib us 2o liquer,

An' say, "Dac’s poot enough for a nigpee.™4

Tuckett feels that perbaps "'the cpportwnity of pokiog fun at the
white tace in an indicect way & the Lasis of the many §eishman
jokes, =0 widespread amony the Southern Negro,” and indicates the
form which such satisfactinns take in the following passape-

... e Mepzo cees lewe to Jangh ar 1he wushags @7 bas white nasewer,
as evilenecd %y sauwch atamics as lae of the gew GOl Sand who did oot
uindersiand the mening of the dinaer bell. Blis snascer Towwd him o the
freld stall working agier the Bel] had rung, 2ol angsily conumaimded hing
fox “'dresp whatever he Dadd i bis hamds" ol con Gor 1he fable wleheser
he Treavd i rling Ded day a0 honn Beowads carrangs thas omasier, 1aken
sick ty the fells, aciuss o Juol-Top over the ciesk when the Bell tang.
He 'drappoid” the wliite soan e e wales aoud Botboag: was doae 14 hin
fiae he el woly done whar the aoasier Lad comimanmded 2T

This complex of indirectivn, of comoensation by ndicule, of eva-
sion. and of feigned stopidity has chvivusly been impottant in per-
mitting the MNegmo to gut on in the different sitvations of evervday
lifc he has constantly encountered. Hew this operated during the
days of slavery has een summarized as {oliows:

. - - the Meproes are cerupalews o one Tarint; they make arnrion
tabse, s servabls, il oencealing O Jawhs Jeobd Lhesr owiers. Inguicy
ebicty no inlormulien ;) fee oo Feely al |:iE|tl"I.1'|r Lo dischage tlse lrunsgressor ;
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all ace peoloundly dgnoraw; 1he maver azsumes e sactedness of &
“probessicaal seceet” . Eor 1hey remembier 1ol they may hereafter ce-
quire 1the same corcealment < their gwn frahsgressions ienem that fel-
lew servants, and 1F they el upen them now, they may have the ke
favor cemirned them; besdes. in the meantime, having théir mames cast
out as evil Trom anwng their Brethren, and ing subjecesd 1o scont, and
perhaps persoral wiolence ar pecuniary inwry®

Muwal #1d om this level has continued to characierize Megeo he-
havior. This passape explains reactions described inosuch & Tierary
work as Porgy. In this play i1 will be cemembered how the while
mano asks For Forgy at the clusler of dwellings where he lives; how,
thougl Porgy himsel! ia peesenat, no one tevcals that he has =0 much
as heard of such a persan undil the gednl stentinms of the inquicer
have heen establishec,

That reactinnd of this {vpe are commeun amang Mew Warld
roegerws 15 shown by an imcdent which oocareed a few vears ago im
the isband of 31, Yincent. Tharing ficld werk in Dutch Guiana, 1t had
been discovered that a certain Adrican game, named variouslhy adp
bata and warl, was plaved by the Neproes of the bush and coastal
repion there ** Berause it was an impordant ibem in the List of Mew
World Adfrican survivals, attemipts were made (o discover its furdher
disicibucion i the Carikbean islands. since cereain almest involun-
tary teactions of Trinidad MNegrors whe had secn a board enlbected
mm G indiented that they were won #nlirely utacgquaitiled with
the pame, despite the Tact that moe F them wneld admig knowing o,
At St Vipeens, therefore, no ime was st in making inquiry of one
of the boatmen who rowed passengers ashore. "Wan, wari?' He
repeated the term. “Never heard of ' It was then explained that
the game was played with “horse-pickel” seeds on 2 board having
twolve Tioles, wherewpon Te replied, “CHa, you muean wari! 1've Tieard
alf it, hat we doesn't play it here. They plays it strong in Trinidad,”
Iy was then inddicated that at Trindad i had been said that the game
was played m 2. Vingerd, and diappointment was expressed that
ol wrald nnt T possable ty have 3 game befere the ship left port.
Zince tew whitez knew this pame. the man Yecked op sharply. "' You
play wari? French or English ™ O learning that tither was accepl.
able, he pondered further. "I tuak | know o man who has a board
like that. T'L see if T can fnd him.'' Eventoally, the game was pilayed
—with thiz same boanman. in bis own house, o hes awn board ! The
incadenit Leconties the moce siginficant when o is burtie o mind that
the gam« bas no morad ac poditical Woeportanoe that would lead to its
suppressioh ; that 11 15 not 4 gambling game, but is plaved for the
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prestige that poes with winning ; that (here i ne rgagon why anyone
should deny knowing it Yet in the islends. uniess one comes n nicn
aclually playing 11, knowledge cron of its cxstence 1+ almost in-
wardahdy denisil, and ot wntil it becomes clear that ot s already
bkncewn v an apgairer is there any relaxation of vigilance concerning
thas game, wilich is su closely identified with Megro lite.

Tet why must reference be made to the African past in accoont-
ing far thic pattern of indirection ¥ T2 it saoe trge (har all under-
privileged proples take roconrse to sulderfoge aned cnnesahyent as
their only weapun? s it not true, in amy vent, that such lack af
frankencss mercly cepresents the cwstomary cawtion of e peasant
mibd ¥ 1o siwost, cannot such a tradition of reserve be abicibuteld to
experience uniler slavery more inamediately than any other part of
Mepro IEhaviar f Whatever the African basis for this ateitude, i
mast be cleac (hat slvery did oochang to dininish the foroe of its
sametions, of have the disehitities aoder which the Negrn has Lved
siece slavery tended to decrense s appeal as an effective measare
of protection. Monetheless, certain characterastic reactions W Sife in
Adrica atself==on the part of upper class as well as ordinary Jolk,
which even ¢ake cectain imstitutionaiized forms i the political sys-
tem of at least one well-integraved Atrican culture—make i £szontal
that chis tradition of sndirection be regarded ac a carry-over of
abnriginal caliure.

Cing instance where thiz view was cleaely exprasasd was ip ghe
course af 3 Juwegasinn nf nansscienic aspects of Bush Meges bural
rites—such matlers as the disposal af the house of 1he dead, kirds
of gowds placed in onffin, and the hike, The comversation dealt with
ru new painlg, but was merely ncident 1 checking cetain overt
details rf dewth rituals which had been joimtly observed and partici-
pated in by questioner and informant. Suddenly, however, the onn-
versation ended with a fat refosal on the part of the Higgh Begro to
dizeuss the matter Furthier. Arpornent aviiled nothing, except to elicit
a reply that wis tnore enhighlening than the miormation sought
eould prssibly hgwe been; “White man, long ago cor ancestors
tapphe us that 3 man most not tell anvone more than half of what
he kauvws about anything. T have told you lalf of what T kanw.”" Xa
better exposition of the peint of view wnder discussion endld he
dresired ; that it eould be exprensed goosuccinetly is anm indication af
how conscionsly i1 is apeepled by these prople as a goiding principle
mn everyday relations, while the recogmition of its applicability by
Amesican Megra geonpe 10 whom this incident has been reccunted
shows that it i3 not litnited by any means to Dutch Guiana.
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Lutrersus examples of the operation of the mule gf indirgction in
West Africa could be gwen but s insticutionalized forms best
demonstrate hoar congentdl 33 the praacaple o the thought oF the
people. An cufstanding instance 5 the rale o played o the haxagion
gystems of the vacoowd monarchivs, These systems have been de-
goribed 41y detadl, Loth Tar the Ashants of the Gold Coast and [or
the kingdetn of Dahumey, and hence need only be outlined heee*
Among the furmer people, the throne did not exace inheritance taxes
emcept at several times romwoved drom she origing Tevy. When an
ordinary man died, the local chief took control of the poverniment'a
share, and nretained this doring Tas lifeldme. The thatiea om the estate
nf zuck a Tecal chael went 4o bas wapreier, the distriet head ; and
was oy ook the death of such a bigh officisl that the inheritance
taxes of those undee hine whe bad died Juring his Lfetime finally
reached 1he cenfcal power, In Drahomey, the entice system of census
mumeration and the tiuking of vital statistics, on which taxation was
based, postulated the acquisition of the reguisite information with-
aut 1he knowledge of (hose heing enunted. The identical principle
apecated 0 levying the taxes themselves, [ore neceszary coubiing of
tesnneces and pands was sitoilarly achieved Ty soch devionas ways
that one can well believe the slatement af members af He native
roval Tamly that the people rarely realized when or by whom the
count was laken.

Thiz was but a part of an entice system of comecol. Each offcial,
throogh whose hands flowed the stream of wealth dicected toward
the royal palace, was “controlled” by 2 “'wife” of the king who, as
a nvemnher of the inner biccateracy, was charged with secing to it
that not even the worrdl nf the highest officials was raken without
indepenclent walidation. The aitiode of the natives toward the
straightforwardness of tle Furcpean @5 revealed by eareent eom-
ment an the methods of the French coletaad oMicials e admanmstenng
taveatint. The French bave wmposed a head tax which, li%e the taxes
of the native kingdnim, is hased on eonsus enumeration. Tnlike na-
tove praciice, howewer, (e French query cach compownd head di-
reotly az to the numbee aF peaple in hiz compound. Tt is well vnder-
seopd that the more trutliful & man s, the amnte o will love 1o
pay; the camment on the fechnigque was: “Cas ancestnrs may lave
“had tiy guns and hatkto fight with hue handles, bt they were wiser
than 1o ask dircctly that a man tell them svmething te his dis-
advantagz "

As has been stared, many ather instances of the principle of in-
directinn a5 this operates among Negroes might be given irom the
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West Tndres Jid West Afriea fg less than Froma the Tnited Staren,
such as the oblique references in the "snngs of allusion” that play
an appreciable role in regnlatimg socaat life, {ertaaly thiz principle
is evErywheee given clear expressim as 3 gaide fo otk hehavins.
That as hife is lived, it 15 3 worth-while principle to speak with re-
serve, b0 hold back something of what one knows, to reveal no mors
than one must, can be immediately recognized; in the most ordinacy
dealings, the principle that one keep one's counsel and, as a mini-
mutt, offer only sucl information as may be roquested, has been
foutid tn he not unpeofitahle. U'n ask 2 question such as Puckett
poses, "May not the orgamzed bypoctisy of fhe Snothern Negro
also be an adaptation Foreed wpun the MNepro by coniitinmg of 1ile 3"
showe how rnisiotecpretation can sasily arse where the Enece of
traditivmal sanctions has gone uneecognized. For diploeaey, tast,
and mature reserve are ot necessatily hypocrisy ; and while the situa-
tion of the Megro in all the New YWorld, past and presene, has been
arch as g0 foree discretinn apon him 25 2 survival technigue, it is
alsu trme that he e an b the scene @ wipped with the techiigue
rather than with cther procedares that had to he anlearned befnre
thiz oae could be worked ouf.

The prinople of wdirection, then, most be Ioaked on as imtnes
diately descended from the African stene, The implications of this
fact in giving form to Megro behavier. like other intangibles such
as canimg of ctiguette and concepts wf Ume alse considered in this
geciion, cannot be overdocked if a true picture of Mepro life b4 bo be
had, sither for seientific analyiis or to help enderstand the present-
gay inferracial situacion,

{

We now move from less pwert aspects of culture to more instity-
tionalized forims, and consider first thoae elements in the aegabiza-
tinn af Negrn society thal ace pet depeadent on relationship ties, The
guestion at this poind teduces jsell essenlially to what vestiges of
Afrgan "agiociations," 3 ant, ace to be disceened-—the extent to
which such nompolitieal crganizatiuns as cooperative proupings of
variour kinds and secret or nonsecret societics have survived the
experienoe of slavery.

It woild ke strange if African political forms had contineed in
atiy degree of purity excepe where successinl eseape {rom slavery
rendered nookIsary some adininistrative arratigenenl 02 cire for the
affairs of the runaway group, Tn such cazes as those of Brazil, Detch
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Guiana, and Jamaica, Afncan politia] organizations werd s66 up.
But for cther parts of the Mew World, Little infermation of 1he
controls that operaic within Megro communities 15 to be had. Co-
lonial administration, or the organization of national govermments
an ihe repeehlican model, as 1 Faiel, ¢@ectively mask any extralegal
institutinng which may exist ahong the MNMegyoea. [n Traidad,
among auch a gecdp 3 the bollowers af the Shanga oill, or in the
“shomling™ Fapnist cloarches, Little recourse s had (o gover imenial
instcements Tor the settling of dispotes or bor administenng ofther
measures 0f control. The Yeader and elders are entirely capable of
handling such sitwations as arize within the commurnity, and theic
decrecs are followeed by common eonsent. Thia s probably similar to
what i& Eound in more tenanus Form ameng the Negross of the
g hero part of the Tnied States, where similar exirolegal devices
operale, These may peclaps Tepresent 3 response to the conviction
that justice 15 ndt o be Jound in the white man's courts and that i
is thereiore the part of wesdom to submat dispates to the arbitration
of an inpuartial mereber of the groap.

¥et the guestion remain: whether any survivals of African lepgal
instiulions are W be Iowund Levond these micrmal methods of cats
ing for situations that might ofheewise Tall into the hands of the taw.
Aimes has piven the matter the most carelul study of any student to
date, but Ias Found few clues except o the early histoty o the
period of slavery.® The Megroes of New Frpgland, particulacly af
Connectical, appear 10 have clected 3 headman or Ygovernor,™ A
recard exists of a grovestone in the beedal ground of Maorwich, Con-
necticat, nscTibed “In memory of Boston Trowtrow, Crovernor of
the Advican tribe in this Town, whi died 1772, aged 6677 Sieiner,
who takes it for granted that the election of tuch an official by the
Fegrows “showed the asual imitsdeng oF | . . white wagters™—
whick Aitties disputes—equotes a description of this offieer:

The megrecs, “af coodae, made Lheir clection o a Tacge extent deputa-
tively, as all could net be present, Lur wnilocmly wiclded to it theic
assent. ., . The persan ey aclected For the office was vsually one of
much nore amang shemselves, of imposing presence, streogth, firmness,
and \rui'ulliFiT:.rl whit was quirk 4] I:‘I-.-.-:i-:lu, 1'\-.‘::|.-:|._'.-' o enmmand, oisd abke e
Aug. T8 % wus isclined to be arbicraey, belonged to o maseer of disbine-
tion, and was ready ta pay ireely for dwversions —thess were dirqume
stances im his Eavor. S0l it wax mecessary e chouold e & hedisdd
itprn, and he, ot appear to be, wise abave his fellowes.” What his powers
were was probaldy nob well definer), Bt 11 most Li%oely ~setthed all grave
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|;|'i5|_::-1|1_+'5 n 1he last TER0rE, clurril:'iumﬂ.‘l crmloct, akd imp-:uad p-:na.[tlt:
and punishmencs somecimes for vice and miscundwee.”®

It is underslandablie how the mmelitutions Negrnes e up in enntral
their cwn affaics eventually came into conflict wath the oeed Jor cen-
tralization of authority in the Morth: in the South. any taleration of
sl 1ypes ol nrpasiztion was walikely. Almes” findings confirm

stich Az o pricrn jodgment

Considerable eesearch Tas failed to revead any very satisfactory matg-
tial relating o iese nstidotions n the South, The Taws repressing
msering: af elrraes appear e nave Toeen 2evere, T [elowing accoont
uf an Afrivan “wazaol” = mrerestang aml nbgerctant, kel 1he Fier chad
be 15 sl i lieee opermtel] Veiby veats i’ muy detmacr soamewlun
Erom its waloe. An ol Cumes ofeso, o bon - ioionaes akbed liogver-caa of
spariimy centosts, “rlamed 10 b 3 conjurer, professing o have derived
the act From the Tndians aster [ns arrwal from Africg ' The ooly azse he
made of this valualle accomphzhment waz “in onirolbng rcdeus gaths
cringrs” <f aegroes, and it sansing rutaway slaves ta retarn. ferctelling
the fime they el appar znd give Framertees 1|.'|1." e winll gut the
aoslers aawd pveraecrs 1o pardazy hen effiog slave:, Thizs :hows 3 power-
Tul coniral w thiz man over bis Tellows, and ong shat eoald beopon o
gl Uae 10 raperly dieciel], Thie Tasis af bas eewor uedoutsedly 1ay
in same conlanabinn af the mnres of ihe negroes themieelves, Traces of
ih3 madisidual pewer seem o be poesenl o the Gatmael cevale i Vir-
rinia i 12 atd in the Mat Turner revolt at a later date. 1o is not te
T aupposed thar the oepeacs: wauld bave sobreooes:d 163 Berna of mne
poratiom derived irom Inpchpns 30

Ti 1= thus wnderziandable why few insticotiomalized survivals of
the polatical zysems of West Adrica are to be encountered in this
courder. In s eather a tradition of disespline am] nrpanization 1hat
15 fowrnd. o "Teel™ Hur the polntical manewver apparent in nperations
iwacking Ihe attdinment nf gantral within Mepro urganizations, o
the shrewilness wih which partapstion of Megro groops in the
turger palitical scene is directed by Moo poliliciions so as to get the
sl el of the iramcated sitwation Yet because inothe main we
find Afriran sancrions vatiter than African political institutions does
niot mean that within the Megro group more specific manifestations
nf the Afriaw pactern of arganired directed effort are lacking. Tn
West Atfrica, these noneclatioship greapings have their most im-
pordamt matifestation in cooperative endeavor. Tt s theeelere to
warions kmnds of conperative and muigal-aid efort among WNegroes
of this country that we most look for the survivals of the African
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tradition of disciplise and contzol based on aequicseence and di-
recled boward the furtheranre of cnmunzinity needs.

The traditivn wf cooperation im the Beld of gormumcie endeyear ig
gutstanding in Negro cultures everywhere Tt wil le recalled that
thiz cooperaticn is fundamental in West Alrivan agriculture, aml
other indostries where group labor s regquiret. and has Teen oo
ported from several parts of che staving area® This trahition, car-
tivel over intn tlhe Moew ¥World, is manifest in the 1rec-felling parcics
of the Surioame Busl SNogioes, (b combdees nf the 1aitian peasant,
arnd in varicws formg nf gerdap [alne in ageicaltare. fahang, hooase-
raisinge. and the Tk encemneessl in Japmaivn, Treanidad, the French
Woeot Tndies, and ¢lsewhere, This Alrican dralitien fomwl a om-
pemial cooncerpacs in the plantation syetem; and when Treedom came,
it nripingl form of voluntary cooperation was reestablizhed. It s
sl v Lave seappezted in the Sen Islands immediaceiy afer the
Civat Wae ™ bt i1 outaeanding peciene forns s gang labar. 13 35 the
egsenr o Slas svefem hat work i carried on e vy undere
respaasible direction: by wse of the precise Forrula uncler which
cooperative work ks catried on in all chose other partts of the New
Warld, and v Afsica. wlere i has bect reporied.

seecl Imstances of copperative Tabor sivndsg Meproes of the Viniod
Stares as bave hoeol ooatieed Iave Daen disctusses] os snooeching: baor-
coewenl [Enm sosh Ierms o0 Foropean (oeditien as the 'Tae”™ That
these types o caonfermtinon were imparsant in Eromtier Be is sl fe
evident; it duoes et Tellow, however, that cooperatien among
Kvearoes o murely 3 reflection of these white manifestations of or-
gamezed aid. The “bee,” characteristic of white Americn. was, as a
matter o {act, not current to any consilerable degree dn thize pard
ni the conntry where Iiegroes wete mast 0 he inutd. The plennm-
e clinracterazed e narthesy and terelwe<le: o states mtthoer thin
the wonlberi: i a '|:-|.'|1|I:."|.Ii|:-n PR LT 1lp nE‘I_‘{",'E'H_'!.' i i:.:{l'!i.ng
n m:igh'hm's LB |‘|-|"|p- n r].lli'rl.g wars shawes coqlld pr_'rl:-:.:m was vhvi-
ated. This is eepesially true since 1he neighlarg, themselves presom-
ably slave-cwners. had no grest ceaapatensr i the manual arts. 11 is
thus much simpler to assume 1that cesemblanees existed between Eu-
rapean and African pacterns which tended tn eeinforee eache e,

Croperation among the Neproes of this country i primepally
fead in sacl institecions as ladges and crbud benesaled ocieies,
w]‘ﬁch ir| thtrl.'\.t’]'.iq.'q Mg -:_1irt'|.'l|.'|.' m 151'|:' wilk l]u: I:r.'l.;]'i1i|_|n undﬂ'-
'|:|.|.|_'|_|__h 511'n Ll.[ A [ -i'.ll:';."1.ll.h|'_3|:ll'l-11‘\. The -u-]-q, -:_.lf IEu: s'Cred 5:_'-:::-1_“:-5
in the parts of Afrien frotm whick e slaves were derived s well
known, but has been sitessed i favor of the latge number o less
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sensatiomat, but no less important, nonsecret associations. Tt s thess
e Prosaic nfg&nizaﬂnns, however, thal o time ai need assure
their membiers aceess 4 rescarees geeater than thnse of any ndivid-
ual, which give this v 61 siwiety an esoceially syilicant pare in as-
suring flabalicy 1 Adfciean ancial gteuernre. Thal in This eountry
Blvpre aesurange sncietigs. especially hurad wicieties, 1ake un 1be Eorm
wk loilges mosu mante w@ees, ined kot Segro lodges e yaruvas tvpes
represent such an exuberant developinent of the common Amesican
lodge, 13 0o b explained o twe ways, In the first case, the cralescence
of the conperative asisutance and scorel socicty traditions miy be
considercil a5 developsog out nd & tendency, wider zcculioratien. to
Blur Glarinciaoas whicit prin os contaol were yuste clear, Secondly,
the paycanfopizal devies of compenzativn 1thiougl overdevclopment.
o ubn enecanitese] acnoti poelerpeasilepal grenaps Teteed 10 adhere
L o jotity paner, andd ie failore uf whise Tndpes 10 acarepl 1heie
soepra wanieereacty broaghe oo aboar et 1l toimd stionlne was
diverted from the chanme®s o fulloowed ameng the dener grogp and
cmphasized for 1he Nerro lodge it: distinesive craits,

Whatever 1he derivation of such crpavization:. thar impartance
has Innr been recopmized. Citations such as she {olewiep ane typical
o caclicr siuedies:

Perbigs oo prhavse 0l eyt 1ale i s chamocterishic nf the race gned T
Jevelosed s mpnlly < that wheeh seznees greap| <ecret socieoe: and
irptrraal crdecs .. Sreares of chifferend nrder: are represenlel 0
Sontemn towens, witl hupdreds of lecal chaplers A spenig® Toature of
the celare| acpam=at:ons is Tourd in e l3oad characier nf 2lwie orders.
Thie majority have Lheir home alfices ino1he skate i eelech they Lo buei-
ness, Few exien:t over muck greater tesotory 4+

'l:-unﬁ:l.u'ing, 1||'i5 A rnnl |_||:'|:'|'|1'.|:||'5 5r_:1'.|'.P1.'|.".'|.uI: [ L s[lel_'i'ﬁl_".

Investigarions show char cther soictios ate in omeration in Missizssippi
besivles chose cliariecad and reconded wn the cihcind 1ats. Sonte ol these
fpeTaly umsley seetet rales amd assess memlsrs accaording o there own
aprecent Tlu: wotal awmler 3 sneh organizatons, sichidiog ehe maay
MLl vpbereesad anciclios nperetel wherever proagps of Beeroen ate
B, woull men oot Lhe Toeedreds. Seomeliss they continoe Bor a
AT, AUrn i -::-1!||_-.r Mg cnzt o Lwer facefimgs. o .. A Elu-:|:|-' uf the
awaznex oo 1he soeteties L owill reecal mucl o e e, 0 They
ey lcriad expenses, ok lenehii, aml swall anourts 2o heoshoaries
o Arceaser; meothets Such gracnents sire 1 mANY I35 rlal ernyr ned en-
terely by toe gambec of members, the assessmens plan being the most
commpn ard most practcal ang, Members ame admitied varieasly accord-
ing to a dexible comstitudion made 1o meet the demands 2f the Jargeal
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number cf peaple. There a1e non-paving members who reeemve ooly the
svantapes corthg Truen the Cratesol wciety ; chese a=e st who ke
insurance Tor sok hiepdns r_.n!}', while whers wish bural expezees also,
0l thers 1ake [k ipsurance, whale some combire all e nefis, thas
paying 1he larger assessments and does,®

Thonagl comezed in languipe not comroanly crmmplaved ag the present
time hy students of the Negeo, the following Trether obsercalinong of
thiz same stadeat aee bo the ot

Epme evalerees af che Ripher Sorms of syroesethy woay be acen o the
working of the Imaternal siieties in nureegering to the sick, the wictiows
and 1he orphans, and in paying ol leneins, Wil the =3 ganon of ke
sociohy upon its members seems i Ly cae bo be the keect cause of
a sorviee, svmeachy ulien prows oot o4 T desd, acd 1he rembers of
such sncsitics pProew enclOsiasi so sl alveacy of e capse. giving
Hiese cderls of srrvice a- evidence, 5o lappwos than the Tearders of the
wiries suerties Eivee oo Ao Secl n achilinan ne the pecannal fradihoa-
Toarn sl :<1L1:|,'ﬂ'||:ir|g n 'r'i1.':|.|r:.-'I iLn ey er wrkere st in Hieir worh 36

Tlia explanatenm af hew syrogethy is preoaeen] inelas prople may be
dismissed as asule Trom the poing: what 1s srpomiact EBar owr e
pose 5 the variety of ends which these societies folall in exercising
heir cooperative fonciinm.

Teeday 1his type nf ancamzation asd itz plaee in such a communaey
as that studeer recently by Powdesmaker, coreesponds clozely 10 the
s roesLaceien] f1n W el sPatleastenc

Thgee lar@e inaurance cosodines cantpere Top she pacenage of 1he
Megreows i The vemnaenule s The Mieo-Avmerivan, e Baights and
Treehvrs ol Talwere, woel the Ureverzad Yafe Toesione o T Nirat
twa a1e alze Tracernal orders, we il appenprate rduals and a pronounced
:r.-l'-c'i.;ll Hirveor. L Meaet ol the s :"-.-l.',:rl.-l':i '!:-:'l-.|:|||": L af lesient L] ok
the snctesies, and samw Belong oo meere b one. Twenty 10 tharoe conee
3 wrpdk 5 3 .'|'I"I;_'|'I 21 poneerviive pbimate e e aveTape ;|'.ar:1|]:,- oon-
txihidionl Sur sl anee T

Thaovnzh in the ligrict =udied by Johrson, “s ng: of conhdence' in
lhle' ir|~'u.l:|r."|1'||."v|"' !_':I-e'||.|||ﬁ :'i.t'm_llll.'-;_:l [rricn TILITIIL TS f:l.ih_:n'{'s i IEh? E.-'lr'|:|-'
1yae's, and because of therr “widespreasd exploitation by both whites
and MNegrucs Frinn the eagtsicde,” 1t 15 sl poted that;

Theme wery RN nl tue fi- 2 Famelies whe 7w have, at kgoe |'|.'|,|"|r |A%T=
ance, =nd 170 ol these pmil preminze of 25 cents a week or Tess,
Twenty-one companies and ladges wore cepreaerted in hese nombers

The many functions of the varioos fraternal or insurance socis
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ties, secret and nonsecret, are Fuggtstl:d in the folloving passage
I'rn:tl a srudy mmode i 1gob of the varioos forms of ecomomic o
aperalioa AMGNE Negroed:

Ko complete acconnt 2f Nepgra benehcial sooeties 5 puassible, so large
i5 their nuathee and 50 wide their ramibcacion, ot can any hard andd
faz litwe Letween flom and indwstrial insurance societies be drawn smve
i meettctship aoml exicnt ol Business. These societies. ate aleo difhonlt
1o separete [1oan w810 ancietics ; amaey have mwre or less riosad work,
anl the repular ssecel sevieties o rioch Frateewal Jusurasce busincas

That the incidence af these socicties in not restricted bo the South is
1rp b sevac im the etnacceration nof ofganizations given by this auther
fivr wiricalrs Trwas abed eatice, Meoa, Ohin, whicl al ehad tane had a
segru papalalen o 2,000, possessd eleven chapters of wvarious
mere or less pationmal crgamizations. The Iollewing passage, con-
cerning Philadelphia, s instractive

From gE:lL‘::Ll ez vilion wzet tlee avuilable fagures, i1 2serns E:'iT!:.'
certain ghat pf st g0 Megroes belnog tg serret areecs, an that these
orders anrmally rullest o Jeast Zeg s, pact of whick is paid out in sick
and death berefts and pars mvesesd, . 0 The function of 1he secret
gaciety is parly socml amigrconrse and patily insurance. Ther jutnich
pasiime Trom o moncdony of work, 3 Beld dor ambition 2ml indripoe,
a chance [r parade. amd anserance against wislcone. Mexl oo the
chucl: they are the mwse popular organizaton annhg 2 ogroes, "0

Tt iz imparsible to read such an acccunt of the develapment nf
these cooperative groupings os 8 rontained i the wock vited. nroan
Browning's analyvsis oF Lheir '|'|'i:=.l|‘:-r}'.“ withrmat cealizing that here
the stulent i< Eare o Eace with one of the deep-seated drives in
Beprn lile; deives 2o strang, indeed, that it is dithcolt, of not im-
posiible, 10 account for thom satisfactorily cxcept in terms of a
tradittan whech reaches Eurther chan merely t O peeind of =lavery.
Allowing for 1he advaniages nf swel organizitions to any under-
privilega] graun, Tacing the problem of existence inan economy such
a5 the yme in which they hve, this fact alone cannot expfain why
cowpeTative institations of the type found ameng Negeoes Aourish
to the extent they do, why they call Borlh such dewation, or why
they inciude =0 many noneconomic aclivities, Brawning puts the
matees in thesu toems

The existence teday of 8 Kegro ecanomy is the result af a Inng provess
af eenlaton caozed by varied Jactors. On the one hand was pressare
from the oucside, and on the other a nstiosalsm within the Megro
group ; but perhapa farilesi cetisvred an poent of tee wis the owltoral
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htri!a.g: which was hlled with the n:u:u:.rn:-rai:ivc :j[:iril Ty '5F|iril nl ri-
operation was not crushed Zuting the days belore the Tl War bt
emerged 0 the Borm o a Sepre ceonany, ¥

Soane instances rf ipsarnoe goricties o shorivinal Afviean ETONPR,
aned in the New World outside che United Stakes, oy Toe gived e
indicage why the instituticnalization of this featusc of Neprn bife in
the United States muost be redersed 1o che stitruli of aloerigingl cus-
tom. The covperatiee wiirk graups thal are mare or less o bac such
as the Dahomean dedtroee ancl e FLaitiaz cancdite, have Teon men-
ticned ; Bur thess ondy begin e tale of congesannan, Almoet all penma-
fan groupimgs other an Bmskap o qosagss [“l.:-c'llll.'“l‘fl[i'.-'l. am:l even
msurance Eeanires, ATpmal seld Telp clascieria - Iadeiren o
working bl Foach memlnr ol 2 "Eorge™ acrwrmalines vl rsam
irom as e can, and the cntire memberslepe geans i furnimgs tlas iron
into Tees or ollier <alasle abpests unel 1he sopple 12 exhasted, when
they tutn 1o the materids of the pexst =ernher, What ha: seen made
from o man's tron s s e sl as e will, amd teem the proceeds he
suppin s limgeld aned pets the iegns oo Sy oeee o o Le wacked
when his tnen @ agaio reached. U0 mathas 5o diEeremey 17 T 3 90
when tlos cornes, singe 21wl work an Lis roomy cecomlless o bis
presevce or absence s m snch a case hic Seluw mwembers aid modis-
posing of s pooeds sa that when he recover: be will e able o
cerume Tz notmad place without ane undue handicap.

The Yeorwha of Nigeria have an arranezacin ca'led s, 1he
eaicl pouncepart ol o Teinadad tppe of insltution nd the same same,
s Breeanse the gl ol g6 1vies 6l Jabonean gzoageangs wave
sirrnilygr Teglores, 10 1% reasmahie =0 cxpee thay Toosthen veseaech wilt
revreal mome ArrLopernen s af tlaae basal elsvwn Toere oo Wer Vet wned
i U ey Wl Ta "Trimudml, e anmeeny thie WVerrnles, 1 oakes 11
prssihle fur a persen withent the pmifiative s catey oo seetematic
propram of saving b Angowe prejects Forowlnch oo does nel possess
tle ready means. A ostated mamber of persnrs aeree 4o deposit a
cortain sum cach week with one of 1hest pumber wha taking wething
For his services unless the gresss is large and tie amnsnts to be
hatulled aee considerable, wndercakes b9 turn fver e ebite weekly
cillectiom as taken v to & difforent member of the pronp mnil all
have realized nn cheie "hands.” Lifficulic~ natocalls eucer. gizoee
there 3% an excellonl oppnridmey Ear disheocars, and wnrhe saspicinn
'|5 roesed w'|'||:1'| t|'|_|_' |_'|_:-'|5r-:'r-.:-|‘ 1:11:1-"5 I;'|1E' !'i.1'$1_ "]:.:l.rl-;_! "Nt ||-e'ui:.i||_- FE A
sional mishiaps, the gystem works well, and s recogoized in Trinidad
law.

Certain Dahomean forms of motual-aid societies actually consti-
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tute permancnt insttance socictics, the gbe in particelar being far
eernreced Fram the 1ppw nf crganizatinn cestnmarily conceived as
exigting in panliterate caliures. Weeh sleeted menlersiip and wikr
ritaar ==creds 0 the maaner of Armericion |-:;|||J__r_t'5, sk LTond e [1en
hawe latge follnwiigs and persist over long peraeds of time Theie
primary purpose is to provide theis members witl adequane Ananaal
assistance & that at the {oneral of 2 member's relative or. moTe
importantly, of he parert of 2 member's spouae, he can make a
shroweing 0 catnprtinve giving that will braing presigge 10 bimaclf and
T his gromp Each reroher mnal sweiar @ hleeal math co jrizdag, and
there are adepale contnds over e ireasurer Facl eociery Jaas ity
banner. amed imclalgrs i publoe disploy ol s power and cesearoes in
its processsons. e<pecilly when it goes as 0 Iy oo the foneral oi-
vals. Fhe prominence of assuning proper perfastmance at fonerals in
tiis aboriginal insuranee syatem is of special sipniicance in che lip
af the imporiant placs helil by Do insornce in Megre lifc in the
L'nited Neahs, a5 testified Ty e presenee of sumesnms of rhese
bt e-leagoes

The Tslere wewelf, asinle From it wsarionee Tealuzes is arnnhes ex-
pressiem of the Adricanhke laiz for organieation. Crmting the
clementary fact that MNeproes in the Thised Seates, ke all ctoer
persens here. ened 10 adzpt thesr Bebavior to prevadting putoerns, et
the dreerpences Erng che patterns thae are found in the caze of these
lodpges are eapremally eogonc Fer wkhile it is trme thar cany Xegeo
fraernal organizatinns aee 1he enneocroarts af whase geonps baving
aurmilar svdenes, arnds, snul pacapleonzie sl the e s of Negeo
load s, Tzl s which Tavvw oo eanmle Fpsar s azsomy 1he whies,
ared their mte o everyily ®eern Bife, wlach Toe o imesends shear
tmpariance Jor the vast magoriay of wiite le<dee memters, mases
them distinetive in the Ameoicasn scene.

This iz relevane fo the fact chat mamerous ather soceles exist it
Adrica, I:':ll-!ing fiprrha ful havzos eljecizoes har cesemilde 2 g
ol Megrg lolges 520 ehe Ubite] Staces Tar more (han 3 svoegnized
il cndy dnomany ol e se soreries have anste ecligions osis, Lot
miany ui there are essentagfly religions erpamizagiens. Inoime instance,
groapings considererd seceet societiez were Eoaned b e actioally cult
Froups, whose secoete ate religions secrets, wlhoge inittatory roes ame
cducatien in ¢he ways ni the pods, and whowe public appeacarees
regalia are 1iule wn those occazinns when the deiies are wieeshiped
Thig recalls the steweture and Toacioning nf variass Xew World
'|:|:|r':ﬂii'|r| :|'|;'|i_‘|:r.5|:1:|$ Yol s” ﬁﬂ:ll'l:l:lE" Nl."gh:.u.'.i, :Llll:lh!}" I!'|'|t' ']'rinidad
Laptist groups. Wliale a direct relationship between this and Lhe
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relygions prececupations of Negrn sncicties of various sorls, either
seckel mocenatntie, i5 o lidliul g envisape, itos o entinely possible
that soathing rd the strong nemsecadar Tanl wd 1he XNeppeo lealoes
i s cieniry L% il '|:-:|r|_i;1| syprvivi| pad this ertihino, [Fia ;l;:::-rl, s
the trapemtinee T oo his aspeee of the "wnrk" oohe Xerra elpres
that i one respect differentimies thiem—im legree, o0 maost e epha-
siged. not in kind —{rom secictics havang white maemiln eslip®?

3

It 35 weell revcpnine] that Nepro Tanly =icuctare in e Loodied
Slalcs iw Sferene Trom the Bty oreameratien of the whige ma-
ity Chatstamlimg are s Tepher dlkganmany re anel the pectiog-
bar reile played by Ou swcher, Certam wiher clerierts in Segro social
arpanizatacn also anake if alislaetive, ol 1lese will be oensicered
Tacer: bl Dor el reosomens fhe monere provziienl charactszisties st
be tiearal in gesms od the copnate Adricim sanctions s lirhomake
thernr nerrnal, mitwer than abmormal, and oo G aiding s b com-
prehienad what nnsg cthierw e, atler the covcemieal vsnrer, be
reganed] a< aterrant aspecls oF Lo By sstiluloe,

AL Ehe ke, Bt is mercisary ooliemiss the legal imgleatings of
e terse Uillegnciszsaee” gl o revoenic the asrinlogical 1eidity ms-
cerlying: an aperationad defition of e Toome as w0 soeal s saoe-
i rremings T ehds coeae, cllopitiruacy s restmicta] o e lirihs
whiael are beled eopstile Pee Tesits o weceptaed practive, T <iuatine
in the Wese Tahes, pragectel szoninst the Alrcan lacsrwmed of
muar-iage rives and Gomely sbencture, s if hoee as cisewhere make oc
clarmiy, Tn Wosl Afric i will b pexsernbere ], prelivzinaries toruar-
rinpe nelide negolacion: leewern the familoes of e L contbract-
i marbies oo assure all conee=ted thar the s aran aad sesman
arc reudy foc omatriage. $hat they are Sosnpuoioat g assoste eleeie
ablncion: ansder i1 aaul ohac e calaaoes am lertns ol cloarsuas s ol ac-
taal nr quaatise solatioatship scamd inoethe way ol il medet, This
Anze, e VIR cum ek o sowe iniles 1he VUL WO Y s
s etz oblizamene fnwiend his [Ir-:lh!:{'l_".i'l.'l_'" Fatlier- sl 1aoler-
in-lawe. which in many inanses comt ane after marciare. Ino sl 1his
atea. it o5 durtler o e reealed the daminy iz workel Byoae -
Tverwnous clracter. aned she orumer of i esaenseen int -uch Lirger
Lttt pronpones as 1he valonded Loty ol e sal.

[a ehe XNew YWorl:l theze Sooms whien 1.!rl|1:;_;||! i enatized it
F.unllle":m ]'u'llll:'r'1'.'s 1] |:|:|-:'1|'|-f‘li_;.'|11'.:|.' EL t]'.l' i||'|'\.| o ul '|.'.'i|]|_'r *:r:r|:1a|
structures based on telationship have resulted i instiiucions which,
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hawever, thoogh differing considerably from one region o another,
aave konetheless eeome stabalized in their new manifestations. This
the rlaboratencss af tle Teiscthal mechanism hes in several regians
Lten translaied into ceremupies which even when European i form
are essemitially African in feeling. The Maitian fertre de demande®
and its counterpart in the British West Tndian islands ave, in their
furm and mode of presentation, =otirely in e tradition of Adrica.
The survival nf the polygynous marriage patern @5 likewise fuund
it Haild in the dislinetion made between mareiape and what is cormed
plagape, & system wherehy a woman is glve @ man by her ather
but without legal o chuech sancliom The similar reans wherehy a
man and woman in the Tiritish WYest Incdies may form cepgulacly
constitoted vainons withowt (he approval of church or goveramenl 4
secdn in e institotion of the “keeper”

Fri tlaita, at least, actual polygyny is found. thowgh as 2 practical
mattee i £an Ee practiced anly by o who are wealthy and power-
Fal etnwgls #n manage thear plurad wives, Foe while i a2 8 delicare
Lisk, at best. Jur a mam to mimage a potygynous howsehold—even n
Africa, "'a man must be semething of a diplomat,' as one Dakomean
put it==swhere mvidicus distincdions are sel up betwesn legal and
free matings, the tensions bocome greatly Dcightencd. Therefare,
even in linid, aerust polygyny is rare, while clsewhcre in the New
World il lakes the Torn o whae may be termed “progressive
raontngarny,” not unlike that develoged by (e whites in fecenl yrars,
thaugh in tets Ltker type formal divaroe sl precede sacially ganc-
tioned rematimg, Thus, while a Trimudid woman, unce lepslle mar-
ricd. is alwaws called 'mistress,”” the fact that her uninn 1 legal
does not mexn chal 1 will b2 auy more enduring than tf she were
ta take up howsekeeping with a keeper. Hor does a1 often aoear that
she or Tier husband will go to the trouble nf securing o Jepal divorgs
should the matehy be broken. They mesely zeparabe, and subseqoend
kceperd ate eaken withouot aegaed for tae legal miceties. The chililren
of marings previnus to e sabaequendt gpeen the “rmareiage’ are under
ure social handicap, despite their legal dlegrtimacy as comparod 1w
these Loap ol regulaely muericd parents. For as elsewhere in rthe
Mepgta Dew Warld, a child 1= rarely handicapperd becauze ad elie 115-
tare ab the relabionsing under which he was Brougpht inen the world;
he slamids on has owen feet, and his parentage Agures bot =lightdy in
establichinp his «oc'al position.

Ancther aspect of West African zooal organization having m-
portant implications jar the study of New Wotld Negee kinship
groupings concerns the ace of women i the famiky. By its very



AFRMAMIENS [N S£cU1ar TarFe 16g

nature, 2 pelypyneus sestem boings abead 3 diferenl relation be-
tweetl tsacher amd clublren 1than o monsgamens fype - 2 relaaenslep
that poc< 7ar an brmpging ahmat s understamling v the sao-called
Srmerirclel” Tormn of the Negra il s 2he el States. the
Voo Trcdac e, ahed Seael Aoenerica, e -:.|IJ1.':-i'.i-.III o=t ol1en Flesed in
accunnting  Ear awy Adrican cderivition of thiz v ol Tamily,
wherein, nulike st white proups, the ingaoetance al b siaher
transcemsls 1hat v the father, s winther s iy wa teilegl Adscam
prilateral cancns of =il descent. e winle s Taen aay coter into
e Lradditional resicoe. =2 iz noc i e regardad as plaving oy ame
silerhTe voles Toc Woost ST, ddeseen i- eesanle:] meome ey an jhe
Cathier's than s ST etsdlocr s sile aenl, g 3ns ol or gorsins uf 1he
coamtinent. e pareest socially ooeelimes e the child soas smpertant
Froar agersonal sl sevimetal painl ol sirw as0 1 ane 1o whose
il the cbilad legmal v e langs

What is meert pueee sreporizat foroan owderamhng of e sine-
tinas uncerlying o Cmedrrehal™ N Lomily tvpee is el Fasr
that imoa prlgemats sty acrhl sdares b melier only wilin his
“true” hrorlier: ad saers—ev ey here Teoopntaol a5 vhess who
Biver thie sazste Tathes andt 1he samte moler—e aprass 1he Lo that
i Che day.deday siooninmg of T 220 Tie sTazes Tis Tather wilh
el elatdeery of mdher v, This mreseres el the arsashmrers e
twerenn o omeleer sl hes cals gpee e b v cleser 1l thoge
Lecween Gueer 2l childven s Troam the ot ol viow af the raremt,
iL e Laat che seapensitilite s of uphrimging. dizapline. aml super-
¥iewan are ek mame the proemee e fe matiier el e Tather,
v brss pagts ol Ve Adviean aecas which Dmondeded Mow Woell
slaves, el l.'|l:l'-.'l.:'||1i|l:|le~ uf e nilanoe e e o rem ey, anil
arflen aloes make s alilrary sefectwen ol his heie Trame sroung his
sies, Ieeinee of this therr 3= 8 ermisisse Jeckeving fur positien
':l.rll-:'-|1_l=: I seiers, weln wme rompereed waeh weiqly '|||.;|d:.r|!_-: Ter children
in pae st Tavarable gt befure the comuosn hosband, The peeche-
lugival realities of Tiie withen such a polyesnons Teesasehedd have et
1000w stushed i chetail: bt thet 1he puerely huran senatioa is sech
az oo miake the relatien<lep botwera a matker aasl Twer enilchen wnue
ineimate an 1har hetwees the fatnily hewd, and seae e perhaps
ane e ow il Ll -:Jﬂh‘]:-li.ﬂ[;" ol Lhe varise wivee wlne wiare His
coat e basland aml Tmbo, ¢ a '[‘lu:i:ul: whielh oot be owapase-
Thated,

Against this backgroand the patterss of marrizge and {family or-
gamzation prevalent in the Wepre communities of the Linced Scates
may be projected, sooas 1o indicate the points ik the available lipsea.
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ture at which Lhe irfAuence of Afcican fradition can be discerned.
The inllnwmg surofmary stalement as eoncerms mating and  the
fooniy 1 ehe soagtlern comnly studied hy 5. Johnson it to the
L

The postponemem of marriage i e secton .. o does noc peeclude
l."::-url:hl‘liEI‘. bud acoertuales i!. il gi'.-'h Fize B odher social ﬂ.d.jl.i:'tmtl'lti
Tasecd 0 bhjs alrious ernnemne ey, T e aediwe '|:-r'.e-::-:i||r|5 af r'.'l.'mth
and tine ailolezcence are present Tt wathout Hie weaal formal cesteaints.
Zoria' behavine rooted in 1ns siloabnn, even when ts consegquesires e
wnederstood, is lightly censered or rxeasel entirely. Conditiens are Tuvoar-
able to a preat amount of sex cxpersmentatien, Tt canmol always e de
eeriniiel whelher this expermentation s o phase of cooreshinp, or love-
eaking willoot the anpediace intencion of marsaee. oc recfeation and
diversion, Whether or 2wl sexudl lulercesrse 15 aeeepled as apart of
vewrtslipe i i ceriom e une i suasbaEe alien i ocous ¥When poogmney
Eelliras preasute in bk slctng: enicazehe 1e enendel e Tachee enhee oo
mirey the v ler o2 b sospeert Me eloh) The pazh ilboes mob Lase staeus,
nor ate her chaness for |||:|.r:r:."i|:|;; s.r'r'illu.-c'l}' shreatened. An dmcidental
campsnsahinn irnr thas lark ad ceosring pubhr n[Ina iz the {re=dom
for the chalilren [hos hrien From: 1.'.'a'r'||i1:||-_'; srmd venzlennzidion, Uheps is,
0 a sence, na sach thinge s Megtinnsy im 1his coosimanry 4

In astuilyings a cnctnmunity sieh as ehis, we are therefore Taced wih
a sitmalron where acculturanaen s hraug? ea hsimegratizen dis-
intepration due to slavery, to the present econenic backeproand of
Life aml e thase payrlmiogeical reactions wiich are 1he comearnilanes
af hie without seeuriy. Beinterpretation of earlier, pre- American
patterns b ocoarred. Tl resdjustment to aornial conditions of hie
has been anhibited. We thus most eecornize that the clasticity of the
FREETEIEE congept gy Megroes detives 03 measurs, largedy un-
recagniand, [rostt the ceed fre adjust o pelypnieous Eumily Tofan o
patéerns based on a convendion of mencramv, in a stuatien wheres
this Tas een rmade the tmere Siflucull by eronomic and paychelogical
oomplications resulting from he mature ni the Testorical siooation.

A rich docasentaion exists i the way of mices which point the
anpiis of Negeo sorial aeganizating thint Giffer ateakingly  Teom
white patterns. Tt 1= only necessary to turn b the grenecal study of the
problem by Frazier™ or soch a specialized analvsis as tnat af Reed?”
to realize o what an extent the incidenee of productive matings with-
aub legal swisss as oul ol lise wibe while praclices. Yot when the
etnplases Bl on the proper lype of maeriage proposal in the Sea
I&]anil.ﬁ, 1.\.'|:|-E'r{' kLT i5 Sk a3 TE o f Fal:'l.llilit:,' in ]“'n:i_'gru g;lciq_'t_','r“
is compared with Frazier’s statement 1hat 30 per cent of the births
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ot that alasud are illegiiinale, it is apparent that heee, at least, sanc-
twns other than taee of the Goropean tep are operalive. folinson's
summary ol the various forms of umon Bound aueng the Beproes
of Macon County, Georpia, provides forther illwsirative material :

Chitilren ol comnwnee bz relabonshipe ave nol Llesiormie, from the
prob af e af 1he eammeily <r o e stahility, Tor many nf thess
unions are as stalle a3 legady sancoones] qnans, They bold tgether
For 1wenty of chirly wedas, ot sonwe cises, 2l lack only the sense of
guill. Apnin, hoe e comypetend. seli-sefrent wemen whn nd only
desive chilziren Tug peed n=o a- eer aiss o0 the stroppbe Soe surrvivea
wlwern their bl Tepgins 4o wane, baat owlo seane wcilher e rescriciion
nf fomainel oarssapee wer dhe crnsiaal aesecialicon with oo lastascd, They
el e children vt o nveele theeeaggh waichness aa thirsagh their own
lelilwrare sebpction o2 g dpther, =exmal maioes Tor pleesine 'f:rﬂlurnrl:p
resy’t v oclhphdren Uhere = a 1eeg dor claleddees oo gucTer P 4o Taktee
citcamstances, They aoe calivd © stolen gheldren” “Soden chld-en,™ ob-
sorwml ane pealhier, e hesl,” A woopegm wte chntidren and who has
heenr roaeried tesapgh Baer sopanatod Tioen heee huslansd peay wld oher
clilbres 10 Ty f...|1||]- ikt et uf Saenal o sancticns, These ate
Tehildien by ol s The voanleiod sex expazinentataon, awlich ts
-l relaten] ptlue Lebe siicezinge-, cften pganlte e ildien. These are
nirntl v ;.':!-c-e'n i e Tarie ol |||c _::_E|'|'- | LRI winl Lvesrten ] werthosut
al-hmctioa 2. pldieps 4o ke anigeoal fuaily, Fialy, Lhere are the
chalelren whin resall Tt deiheate plikdering ol (e yooog men
whao Ul dooleents" o v it eew e weveraTly comlemned,
I chilblleen, a- circwm-zy e e, (HEyY I '|'-|.'||'-:-:I wirl [l pareuts
of s mocler oo e el tag clalkl, eopncte, sieger, or prrgpelmincher,
They are avcepoe] crs™ odo 5w Eangles onoghe el oz ol life and
L".'t'r'lluu”_l.' i v heziepieslodde oo MILLY A b edbwer cindren lven if
tlse woese cevr e coel et ol cie Cillegcaales,”” covsusion 45 to
oripme weatl ol Lol e s e cboe ol 1he clenses ol e obseore
fhey all Froww specilie czandentmisn,

What s recognizaldy Africas in all 4his® Tle "evtiuon-Tow rela-
tiumship” 1= r|1-e:'-e"|1 | '||||r.|-=l. P the reengninion o the e that
n: |.I;||1-'r'-. et II'"E”\. warrtineed ney sl g L11-:-|1!_."a '-.I:.||'||||I1.' I -
CEI'III:' f‘.'l'|'l".-.| FCre i, Itl':'ll'l 'I-'-||.-'- ey '|:||||r|-"'\- '|'|{'F||"|F ||"l:| ALITMAECE. I!'I.
Aliica, and in t:|'.|. Woust [nelias wlwte APrcanEmeE perssn, nErTiare
%P0 a3 matter rec ity Approrat of ol ~late ar ob ary selgnioos
Touly Claly consvac of e fumilice congernal g melal, while giar-
ri:l!_:-q_' Tit-:_':; -;]l.||:|.r! Troan lae seehilar l::l'.l:\.' T e caten® tha r.llt'}' jLr
d"r{'n_'ll_'-;] I:-:'r.'.'il_rd -:1|_||:|i||i1|" 1y e alent l".|'|-:"||l wul e imeesiuTrs
T]u_rl_ju re ‘x-:_"'rll CHITIHL =1Ly LT T 1AL b o Ml Lol ':I.l.t{"t COT-
Rict w1 sio wise wich catlier practices, while in s [47 as they requice
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the zpproval nd fhe families af fhe principals, they are, indeed, di
rectly n hine with African custarn.

The "rompetent, self-sufcient woemen” who with e live o bus-
kands are ol cspecial imerest. The sooial and cconome pesition of
w0 West Africn e swels thar no noedsion o waman may refuse
to telineuish che customary comtend af lee childzen in Tavnr of hee
hoshand, and thus pives rise te special types of matings that are
recopitized in Labomey and arosg the Yoruba, and may represent
a paltern having o Tar wides distribution. e phennacoon of a
suman C'martying 4 1.'|.'|'|:|1'|.’|.rl,5':' whieh baz been tepsaried Eriae wari-
ous pares né the Adrican continent ardd 15 3 pact of 1his szme cum-.
plex, Lestilics in the importance of a cannly type which might well
have hadd the winalicy tecessazy 1o make of 1 a basis for che kind of
behavior oathned n He ca=e ni e " self-auilicient™ 'u'.-:lli,i"lan whn, in
the United States. desires children bt declines 10 share them with
3 bushand, The same tradnional bazis exisis jer “childeen by the
wily,” these offspong ol waman, onee maeried, hy man olier Uian
their heaglbands.

In the comnmguity stplieed by Powdernuker, types of mading and
altitudes toward thern have likewise heen diflerensiated :

For this grous, fleae ars threa ways inowiich 2 man and woman may
Tive et her - Jvaesenl miceriage, suleminazed by 3 cerenony, nzuadly moa
church ;) comizem-Taw merriage ; 373 wmporary associacon. oot regacded
as marriagy. o the larae magoocy o3 e Tooacbolds hee Tocen e
common-law maiage, which s emally valid an Misakeippt. O the cer
mdipder, senspociey oty e sl more oz ey than lioenged
:ll.‘dTTiugl.':\.-. W of the Lter are 320 1he narier 0 Lhe Lpper rnid die
vy, T-e'|1:r|-||r:|r'r' wikking: i sl easily rrcnbepanced mothe lowes class,
thougl it is not waearneann iv thee poledle glaze A Tcensed waziape n
the loweer or Inwer moikdle dlase 5 extreme?y rare. A commion-low mures
Ciage in the wprer Cass is even moee 520 and v 1his Jass For twe people
o live together with oo peetense of ceal macciagr would be exeremely
aluowhing *t

The apgroach fo flug problem throwgh the anzalrsis of marea whish
differ apcording 1o classes within the Megro commnnity i especially
pertinent. for these classes seprescnt difcriog degrees of acculiora-
tion to major<y patterns. This beisg the case, Heen the variations in
attitude and hehaving conacraing the Family from one clazs te another
eeflect dafferecttials o accommodation ir. so far as (his inslitution is
cemoeTned

This is made even clearer by the discussion of alliludes toward
divoree :
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Even the [ew cbiters of the npeT raicliile clagy whe ate pepularlye
mierrimt cle med =8 0 rele rnosiler i QL b o { L '|1'||l.|;,'|'| riuA irg-
cacire i omeeler tn be ienresS Froms o doroer pogse ancd (ree o ITATIY
anciler, ||: is s 'ri:_|___1r1|:'-:' a= inrmoral remarey LR sl_nlring i
diveroe, sinte i e ciass the marnape license is net a mateer ef morals,
atl marriage il i Righly informa’, Bivorce ppocoedings are oxpen-
sive, nd v alee dealing wonh g swelime eoner, wlech o MNegne clhanees i1
Twe vao svevnzs these, Tone s Tegad Jeveeee becarmies srovetlicg stere 1has
E I|:|:|.;|_-|. vk s el |l|.'|.11"|~\.|l|r| wriel odpiv e, 32

Here 3 evidence of Ing under aecsllucation, Sanstioaed liveres is a
SLER LT |1|1.-e|'. Tecnnb irdronlaetion ke white chiares, and Bag been
51_15:-Q'r11':||r.-_=.-a_r| U= |:r'-n1'.;||:'-: ol |'|l_|:|.'-.i-'|'||,1riI:.'lrl'ir.'ll r:_".;ginl.l.'_-' wrid
gacial protildtions This ontecslent pacermrg beng alsens {rom
abnrigel and carly XNew Werld XNegeo sonventwns, (e aticorle
trwsae:] Tepal livoree as o prebension and an extravaganee is mider-
-<|:'Lr|:'|:|'!'h|q.' lwar qaztiler ."‘-.--e";.;r'l'l |3'|:111.'{'rll'i-‘:-r|~!. :||:|._*r:|1i'|.'-;' m Afrsm ri:llﬂ
i the XMow Wordl]l severaily, there s ligle woeal diwappralesion of
clvoree, CUensepiently, imoeermes o a cartyv-over of Fis peoent of s,
Yepal alivoree 33 noeilicaa, since <ccarialean ool anleenien! sematia
O ced vernarenure b laken e or s Seroprionled.

Tl ctloer rr|.|j:|'r il Inlween ?‘;l'gr'l.:- [:'ll'lﬁ'.}' |'|1_|__'_.'-|1'|':.:'.:'|.|i-:'1r1
gl e od the wlinne 1|1:'.i|:-r'i.I:'.' tenches i 1hie |||"-.i|'i-'-11 el woamien

withi 1he Tanat

". ""'\-'I |r||]:-| [HI41 1 Ill;.' r||| l"IF 1|Il!' ALOVTIAT '-'-IIE_"[I
confiparol b tht of che man, m terms of remmen American com-
vention, thas the adnective "matearchal” has cnme o be employed
i oreecot vears wiren desenibiong ons Taily ype. Stalistical copneta
Taiir szt eeanerivce lisce s 300 1"|:|'||.'-e":':|.i:r|_r‘; the- '|'|||-:'r|-:'l|||-:'r|-:'lr|;

verpier o R lies el wognen
ol b =l e bome areas.

The TR0 CrnsL S SR I T SLE L
hecals aepece Necee- thoe oz ol
A, 11 alan :.|l'|-.':||1"l| Pt o tie ciliew i |."'."|.:l."|' |lrl|'::-:1'1i-':-1'. o
Mewre Srovees wese uanher che antesily o8 e wenes Ueas i g
rizsid et T Al zeeal e Tozon armies o1 e s2a1zhes stales Erom 15
1 23 perogeim ot she Soerrn Fanndies wese witlowl meale Teads: while in
the rurs Eamip ore Hoe [ range:] frmm 3 by ey ek, I*1 the
rural-£arer areas: wrarl Eendics il & seeh <catler croporton o ish
Wil eis's lan oz 5, el in Tl Attes o where aonesdilied Toeng

e :.:'.:l.l'nl:".;l':llll 1-.'|.1h|'.|.' o 3 L TR | Ly ul I-:|.r|||:||:.;. Fuc I.':‘\.iI.III|I|‘.'. i3
the cmad-Tavo areie 27 Al ebweea 13 and 13w cezie al sl
gzl gl revziee Toannlivs were witloed wezle Lol 2.7

Seary Turthee <ratictiey ace also rolesant:

In sowtheen citics e dsparity belacen wbites 393 Neeroo: inore-
et to tla prages lvn ol Tanuilics with wensost hoads s onuch preater
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In the twentydhires snuthern ones with o population ol 10co0o or
moee in 1030, from a ffth o 3 third of all Meprn familes had o Eemale
head. E{owever, in most of these sothero cities, the diffacence Tatowsen
owner &ivd tenant Negeo Jamilses in ¢his regard wes muach greater than
in werhers cities.

Of the several dazstfications of Mepro family types which take
the position of the woman inte acccunt, ¢wo may be cited. The firse
eopoteas |[De Tamily as it exists al the presett time sy the Negeo
utban wurkers:

The stalos of husband and wife in the black worker's Tamily assumes
toughly tree patbceens. Naturally, wmbnag e relatively Tarpe pecccobgge
af fatabies warle warmes Leads, the woanael pecnpies a dcanicas posinioen.
But, hecawse of the {caditonal fale ol the black wile 2y 2 cooiribotur
the suppart of 1he Eazenly, sle conlineans to ocegpy 3 posttion o authatity
and 3= not enmpletely solvrdinnde 16 masleg gathocity even in 1those
famities where the man 15 ficessne. ., . The entramr o 1he hlagk
wotker in indusiry where he bas ¢amed comparatively good wapges has
enabled the blzck worker's wite to remaim at home, Therefere. the au-
thoriey of the Eather in the family has been strengthened, and the wibe
has lost some of her anchority in family matters, . . . Wives az well ag
children are completely subject o the will of the male Tiead. Blowevar,
ecpevially in scwtheen citics. Lhe black woerker's ambocity na Tas facaly
may be challenged by his mother-in-law #

Johoson has differentiated family types in the rural region stodied
by him into another set of cateporics. Nating the fact thal o tecmg
of the commonly accepted pattern whercin the father is Lead of the
family, “Ihe families nf this avea are, . . . congidecably atvpical,"
sinee, “in the first place, the role af the minther s 0 moch preatec
itmpactanee than o the mare fasoiliae American growp!” he goes
on trr distingmish three knde of famles Fisst eome those "which
art fatcly stable'' and are “‘semsitive to cortzin patterns rd respecka-
bility"™; then there are those termed “artificnal quasi-Eamnifies' that
“have tlye semlilance of & wormal and satural fannly, and fonction
as one " except 1hat "ihe temberz af the procp are drawn into it
by wirions ciccumstinces rather than being a product of the nrigina
union'’; and Anally the form s found wheee "'the mmale head Feriains
comstant while other types of relationship, including a succession
of wives and theic children by him, shift aroond has ™™ e addition
Lo tesae, Bnwever, are the families headed Ly women;

The nomliers nf housebalds with nbd women as heads aod Tarpe ngm-
bers of childeen, althongh af seregular struclore, 35 sufliciently smpor-
tant to be classed Bs B Lype. . . - The oAdesl penscatun i the least
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mobile, the chaldren of 1heze in 1he aclive ape: mose about Ereely and
abtet fiad 1Meis vwal inusedaie uTspeng, wlhile vound, 4 burden, as 1hey
mode between plantcions Marrigees gt renwrrige~ boing inercasing
raothers nl children wbe mar be 3 Tarden 1o Pae new ol ur a Taine
dronce to 1he matler i€ she most Become a wage-earoer The <unplest
expedient s o leave 1hem with an oer parenc 12 rear. Ths is osually
malemlol as a temporary nicasuee, b 2 e olten ends ino1he estab-
lsboment uf oo cernmaen? Loosclald . direor paceanal sappose dawinddles
-;f-l_'uwl:l. Tl Tt'\]:-:.-nhil.-”ll‘}' = :|.|_'|_'|"|'|I|_'-'| ds & milker ol ruurse h]' e neiller
waznan a1l <Tee e redter -e'm|1|-::.!..= ner wils o keep dhe arniheid Eamicly
pa:ng.*

Towdermaker Likewise notes e elasticity of Bamabies headed Ty
women, 1nd indivztes Trow conpenal thes patiern is to Megroes Tving
v araes wacinl ond o irenmental seteings

The geraonne] ol 1hese macriarehal Tamilies 35 variat!e ane ever rac-
wal, Seepectibbeen, ilezmrate childien. aleqlad chiblrea, nungle with
1l ehalilzms af e leaes, 20 eoaeer ooy vt oz eoeadsd the lovene s,
there w alwies rovan Tuz a #raw child, an esderly enionhontles, an in-
Siren aurl, 3 Geeelogy seoenet L L L e Patiren al Hr':-'.||'-i'|'|l:1_.', liwewer,
t}cp;l_n:l'.rlg Al eoirgchog e T ebnled :I.I'I_'IITl'II'!Ij_{ 100 el = e T
srraet] loothe pewrer aro] peare Srossled venes, Aorpical daom'y o the
ez cha bl laas 35 bopded e o (e wpeous widow, whn in her caely
Pwemngics nuirreeel oo oo sTely yers alil. Fe weas ronsarle rl VEry
wenaliliy st Lo Loy marzwed several cimoes Telare, The Tasseicld now
inclu-les Tis widew’s slovowaaear-old adanag™er fan iTegstnuie clld
bocn Lsivre she neet Doe Dovalenas, the dead Teslonad' s prirddimaehesr
hy one of his rarly wmvrivees aud e procibwgoes"s 1w children,
pwen ] hiree vears ol The evambdsazlier was mvaneicd Tt 25 diverred
[rorn her hesland, Loveryane n cw beneseln'sd carries the same family
nane. ™

Tt 15 evident 1that 1hizs sa-called "materual™ fanuly nE the Wepro 1=
a marked desviomt drom owhat = oregarded as conventionad by the
wlane majority. WVor 3t musl por T forgndion that e eoememae anrl
social role of 1he mean i Meoro secicly 15 nf Lie winmst sermiticatce
in peonwlipg omar tie pictiere af Megro wocial Tiie, Taoup impaziant
Cramee The prainl of view ofF the seerch Jor Alricsismes, mtecgst n,
the posstion of women o the Tamily nest el o®seure perspeclive
s as oo feeclude the wneslenee and wobe of thioee Gamdlics whecin
Mg epammies Adnereran fbern 1 oo '|'.|!'1.L|'i||.' 1hia [!'lu.:t' i
wirmen in the West Afsican family, e vnit Eedds 2 prominent
place tor the hoshand amd father wlho, a8 head of the [elygennos
group, is (he final nuthority orer ity mesithers, sharing fully in all
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those obhgativns which the family mast mest 1f ik 1% o survive and
lald ils place in the stable society of whicl it forms a part.

With Mg point in mind, certain Tweiher special characterstics of
the MNepra facttily anay he onsidesed hefare the causes whirls ET
best acecunt For is place in MNegre Eie are analveed, Dutstanding
amon these 1z the Jact that an obler woman trequently gives the
group ita umity and coherence. Framer indicates the foilowing sanc-
tons i explaiting the place nd auch clderly femalss in Megro
families:

The fepan Framlmoted's dnpaytanee is i oooehe Taen nng owely 1hat
che has Bera tle "aldest head' m a maternal fn'1|:|:f' srpram Eakien “onk
= i Ry '|'\-'::<'.r1r_|r| s "J:rrn':n:."" or ey e AL F !=II'I'|'|'||‘.' Enk=bl Ferlls.
A5 the P (g af [k wielmm coneermng 1he 1scrn-ahile WANE of
matute, the gramdniocley Tas been dopended wpon e mothess 10 case the
pains GF cLildLath & ward off the depgers ol Gl oy, Chodres: -
Ruowfoclme Lherr indebledme:s vaoder Toe assooip thae, Swnae 1he e
osf hirthy, i safe otz i Fae werld, Foaoes KW 1L il wirnieqa
rel=r =0 Ler ac a wernned mntleer and eanasfiies shewe the cqmie dedepepos
anad respect for Ter ihat shey aceond their own snchers ™

The rpaegtion wheiher or oot an esplanation of the imporiance of
ald wamen in thess terms 1s valid may b defereed far 1he moment
that it iz not oxly acwap the “simple peasant folk” of (b antntry-
aifde 1hat she wiclids her power e we she ¢y as owell i3 oo e seen
Trom the Telnwang;

Fhe Sepro genvalmarher bies bet cvesed s ees the alesting of
Lhe Megsa Twzilies aa they Lawe owved o ever wrcasu conmiber:s
the eaaes adoring e mesenn ventary Er exarnple, =hr was srespn L
fir nf the Farlicos nfl L2 quminr Piarly echiml spalents i Mashe e, 1a
25 o theee o granddather was 270 present, Belin og of s peeaining
36 Tamiles we naAher inod familics wish anly the owcher of ehe eildien,
up 7 withoonly she Fatkes, an:d b9 sheowas 1he only wolult owanlsee 1

Flrw large these family prowps headed By ol wottea ay Te, and
from how many sources their members ooy be doaen, s e be s
i the descrapta of caoe stch Tazily given L Tewderrnaker:

A |-3.FEEI' hansekald s |'.l'i.‘=.-il.|1'.‘d o'y ].-:.' a vwumnan ol !'“."-'I.':Il:l'-rlh'f. e
khas nad 1o bipshainds, boch Stead e vl mire chalizen, b ol Leen
Biot-L 1=lare sl maee Per Drst basbase). Flor cecgnsi zogshianel bad spveen
children By o previgus marmagr She rongat up hese of 1hem Living
wilh her oow are the son anel dangbter cf Ter secand Tuband's daugh-
ter by a pervinus marriage, Fack of chese seep-m nulehildron is matried.
The two vaung couples pav 130 tent, but “tnard” themsclves. Tn the
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Hibse aluin i A fane- FlLT- -alv I“":I: 1N I”I.'!.'Il.ll'l'l.l.ll' vl ok |::'r.|.r|-:|-:!'.'|J.E'|'I-
ter, e dhis ol wa= arn, bas mother Srf e Tather 2l went ooeth
wilh amsther avm, T g saeknacier el U raleead laee Bar the child
Lo b aeal back Lo Mos=iasippi

The fact. likewze noted T $oendecraaker, that Mamong Negroes
bouzciwhil arnl Cone's e o Tl wliecle sensadesal seomsymous”
infhcalos Tew Far Aexylite oy woc enly hoarders were excluded
icem soemleedinpo i the Gimvties stodiel by har,

Whas ace 1he causes which, in1he United Saces, have hrouphe
antey i a tvpe of Tamily oreagizatoone thad s =0 distinclive when
-:_'\vl'lrllll:'I.rH] withh 1liy voanizam [.-.|I|i'|_'. '|'-.|II-e'r'.'.? Tl HE arlimg ingns-
gion masre 0 clear chat e et pesn il el Foaeoile eelahe
Teshesetl aval peteistence Fxplimaneme Lased on dasunaeion: ¢f o
Maearrtawl natuee ecioee s e orige ol gze o family iy
|||: ||i-.r||i‘n.|_'||. b l|.11:||. a1 -.."||i-'1ir_l.' vl ach ||'r--||||-<iI5||'r'|'\.'
l1ag= T :1'|_|-:_'|'|.'~:-1'I-||'|'.1.' |".:|:||'||_|1;|_'r! may oo Dnalle e 11'|_'1||-"|||r'\-|r'-:_"'icu|
amd en Buseorical prevnds Thus whon TMuckert pints out 1hat,

| i-a alaa raller wesdiess bl oo 1 ke :"{-:';;'ll Il LRl b mnlher aml
chilil are Treem mlly M al, T s Toan futler 1= =ahoy manking hack
12 the Alrgon ||:1.'|.- ior e ptleer e e ey .,-|'|:|'| ="1elik Fon-
i le=drizm ui iadperhinnl o |
the el povsadble conerent iz et Yis congestien »f Adriom atitwles
atnd che Dace- of Mrican Foclye Tove dsozalae in e lebl ol Knesen
[iar Iw Hil'll'i'!:l:"!_l.'. wlen Foader w.||l.':||-..- md Lo i el I-:|.|||i|_'.“ H E
represes s il poeesl ol mest priaritice ngmidestica 3 nat-
urd zamily gronp sunilar 1owhae BriSaul b olesonlos] as the
mrigingd o carlivst born of Ahe Tonnan fomils, ™™ T s merely re-
[Ivl..|||'|': |||'-:-r il'lll."rl:l'llll..lls_'}'

Chne oy bl anes) '|'|'|,':-1'.|'|_r crplinations o the abereon Toros taken
v the Xverh Tannls s by melorenes o0 Lhy esporieney us shivery
A Lo rxtreme caaziple s peatean, sonventinally yhrasad, i\
e b frened e Jodnssen’s woorles Sowig il e ede ol e mnther
is o "mouch greater sopr o e e 2o e meore Foendliag Amer-
wan oty e goos onoto Sake

Tli= has wanwe {"‘\El'll.'.ll.'||:'|||| it v amigen= ol Dmilies, C il -
tlronn |,|:11::|]|:,-' rener el wisl A e lper s Al fatle e wess misjoee ol anc
coul! vory iy e 2 W aear, The e al pehes oot b extended o
that of "mamm;.-'“ Tor e vliblien of white Tarrlies st

Frizier his preaeated cus point ¢f view at greater lengzh Ome
statement reads
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We bave apoken af the raother a5 the mistres: of the cabin and as the
head of gle famile. . . Nne only did she have 3 more jundamental
interest in her chillren 1han 2he EBachee bal, a5 & soar=er and a Erees agent,
excr whene the master’s will a3 concernel. she develnped a spirit of
imdependence aed o keen seng ol Ter peazcaal rigles®

“In spite of 1he mgmerous separations,” it is stared, “the slave
meether anul her children, eeecially those uedder tro, were teeated as
a group’ 7 white, “'becanse of the dependence af Ihe cildzen upon
ihe mather it appears that the mather and smaller childrm were
sold together"™ To wake the poine, slave advertzements such as the
fnllowing are cated :

A Wench, complete cank, washer amd ironer, &6 ber foure ehileleen—
a Iber 12, arpther ¢, 2 Cir! 4 that sews; andl g el 3%out 4 years old,
Another Eamilv—a Wencl, complele wasmer and ironer, anel her Liangh-
rer, 14 vrars old. accustorred 1o el e luonse ™

These citations are not made 40 sozpest 1that due atiention has not
Been paid wo the place of the facher othie slve faily, though ic is
undoubredly cruz 1hat e bos reecived Toss alede 1hon has the saoeher
it reaeaseh be (he derivatioi of prescat-day Tamily ypes among
the Weprors. The St of le matier, bowever, s that ghe rnfes of
Loth parerds were individeally deteemined warving pot enby from
regien o rerien anck plantation, te plantation, but alsa being affected
by <he reactioms eof amdividual personalites gnoone another. Mot
only was the jacher a sigmificart facoor during slaviog, bul a reuling
af the docomzents will seveal how the seliing of chillrem—ewem very
young children—away Trarm their mthers 13 stressed aguin and
again as ane af the mist avpgwishing aspecks of the slave trade.
Whether in the case of newly arreved Wegeees sald Ernm ehe s1yre
shipe a1 of €lawes born in this country and seld feem the plantaliong,
there was not the slightes? runrantee thas a macher woee:] nar T
separated from her ehildzen. The anpressionm obained from 1he con-
Leanpce aby aveaunes, incdeetl, b5 1Tak the chaneces were pechaps more
than even that separaien wonld cocar This means, theredore. that,
though the meckinmiem urdimarty envisageid in estahlisking 1his
"maternal™ family was operative 2 spee o leproe, the enle af glav.
ery fannct be comsidered as having been quite as fwporiant s has
bren aszumed.

The 1atal seonarnic silgalim af the Megro was anlier active
[oree i establishing and maintaining the “maternal™ famely 1ypa.
Mo considerable ameunt of dida are available 33 1o the 1001 &0
mmic urgamization of Megro families, hut (he Borne of Negro
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family hfe themeelves suggest hat the female members of such
Farclie:, &n:l eepecially fhe ellerly women, excrcise appresiable ena-
Trizl wver econcanic sesmieces That the cconomic rote ol the wanmen
nut umly makes ol then manupers Jut alio concribuler s whise earn-
s are irperlart aseets iz Shewiac apparral Iz evonimic aspect
of thelr position s described Ty Tolivson da e followsyge termes:

The stvatinn ol e anonsie -:|1'!ﬂ-'1'.-:';|_':|i:4: nf wamer b cilics 14 rewessedd
it 1l CHPTFATY, e o Tellected ratles ‘.|i'.1i:I,_'.:|_'.' m the q'l'nnnmic
illl'!l"l"i.'l'll'h"l'll.'f.“ 2 the sk ol B Megea swoewn o the connsry, Thear
PROITIGT [ s ok s ery gk 'ews thae that of the mon, oz For thoze
whn el aes plen Llepeinleml work coere i prcacer secasily e theic own
iamity neand sl o wlere maey Tinls soateilute s e racsinge td coteom
ard ol el than tere v for them atone with o souag amil mecerisnced
Tasliarn B

Im Missizzippi el Tolliwing obtains in plantalion familivs:

T omasy cazes 1he wosman i the ealy breadenrey (¢ e ia g
e i ahe lod-ehold ot all Tz vmbes /2 fnecaness, colcely wonsen an
e severmies sl e e age] dag Ters with o witsnl o kildeen
arl et welzal coslavals, Toem e o schobd seich Uie old wuoan s
head 12

It i=ora he exncced b euch a sitwation wili Le ceBected in
propesay owneralige

I this 1o e oA Bl maaee e <leer Abcarsamel aluditane, |
SUEEREN Y. T-!'I'I':I.' UL I LT T L The spmeams=ind vilys Top Hie Tl JTIEy
ol hwe-e Ll FANGG - ron S.'-.-.I-f'l In saas O Al 2o caweers . o ao8
v, ewrnengs pope iy salaed ar 325 el o swamen, whih hald-
s wadnnd al Rrrat, Mine rwen oo wernen ey ety propesty
L FHTTT R TR [T Az ke Ve bites als alomr 51 e rwnery
arrowsween W e White swenwr mre oawres L sually means it oa
LR e Fi- | 1 erly 1 bra i s e s gaak b cannne L pscles]
il b s it v’y Aoty A Wepones, nany wennmyn gl e
propers e e eetser withoshees cowe mammgs 1

Ly TR Tl proporien af Teddings ]:-:,.' rmen 0 the pusre {aweredd
soiv conmnsie pronp nf Megooes 00 staded, ©0f mure property
were neened bty Newtoes in the lower strita. there woetld penbably e
A Bigher peroemtage of frnmde osemerchip.” 3ot 2e 0k j= the pereen?-
aere o anl ] aeenn I b snlfrien e Uit oz ferms af crdrenl anerican
ernre bt esperial’ e srice, as wtaled MNegroeo weonmen sl
Rewnehe gl bkl bt preperty Sor 1hemselees tales 1han Sor Laear
Twshonals, o is the commnn ez aeng the whiles

The absenoe of any meferenes 10 Alrican backgragml in the citas
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tions concerning Mepro families keaded by women 32 mesely anarlee
instance of the tendency to overlock the fact that ¢he Megro was
the carrick af o prestvery Lradition, [ 35 in the writings dealing
with (hiy aspeed nf Negren lide thae we Bnd trancated Tistary in its
a5k pl,‘:-i.il;j'.-'l: l;'::I-:'|;|rl-,'355||::-1'|r simee in khis Telgd {be existenes pf oan
Adrican past has beenm recopmized only in teems of such demial: nd g
vitality as were cited in the operinge pages of this wotk Yel the
aspects of Megro damily which diverge most strikingly {rom pat-
teenns of the whice majority are seen 1o deviate in che direction of
resemblances 0 Weal Adfrican Tamily hic.

O canent b tegneded endy as ondncidence that such spevialized
Features o Meges Eaaeily [Fe dn the Ulniterl Slages a5 1l eele of
women in focusing the sextiiment that gives the Samily unit its
pavehologival conerence, or their place in maimaining the ecuncmic
stalility eascntial da survival, rorsespond closcly 1o similar facets
nd Wear African seciil stroctuee, Al this heasmes the more ap-
parenl when we vestipate e ek aspeers of the Tamily 2zuearee
a1 Negres in the MNew World outzside 1he Linited Seates. Theagh
evervwhere the father has vis pface. the traciten of naternal con-
trol and the Eunction of che Eat=er as sole ot principal provider es-
sential e e Furopenn patten i deviaeal Eroe o Lhe eoaseal re.
gicite af e Cenvanas, Tee eamrep’, the amndher ook prasolnnnher re
ersentially che macistays of e praciaey eclatuazlan grozp A& man
olalzas Tos sncl Frocoe ik Tather, hot Tns alMectiors and his place
i sorwty are cerivi] Srem Bis mother: a person's heme = ohics
matler's, aml thewgh matrgs often endure, % man's poymarcy afhka-
tiono iz tothe marernal Tine, 1o Trsidad. Jamaica, tae Virpin [ lands.
or eliewlere in the Caribbean, should parents sepatate, 1o childten
characteristically resvain with rlwie macher, vasitang thess Ealer
from fime oy tizze i they 2lay ab pone serms wil® B

Tl wersarziny bieme 1 Tikpw ise an i|||'|'-:J:|I:|.r|_|_ {aceesr 171 the economic
sorny The epen i mareleer < the cffeciive agent in the recail eis-
tributive process, zmdd busineee, as in West Africz. is proewipally
the hanuls of women. Tt is costemary far 1hem b handle the Tamily
reseureck, and their ecomomic independence a2 1vaders makes Tor their
porzonal duleperodenee, aomctlong which. within the fumily, @ives
them pewdr suzhoas s deatied oo women wln, o weordance with the
prewvalent Fuaropean csnam, are depeadlent gpom their hosbands foe
suppert, In both Weer Adfrics and 1the West Tndies the women. Iolils
img thelr economic destinivs in their own hands, are fullv copahle of
going theic own wayrs b thear hushands dizpleaze them; nol heing
hampered by any conception of marriage a5 an witimabe commit-



AFRICANISNGS 15 SECcTLAL Lire 181

ment. separation 15 easihy effected and 3 consequent fluidity in fam-
ily personnel such as has been nooed in the preccding pages of thig
gection results. Mow of o dbgs cumplex s adiled the brgldun of a
senbirnen bl aflachmene e the mether, dezivedd Iram the situation
within the prlygyaos households of West Adrica, armple Joustifcation
appears for helding shat the derivations given for Hegro family ife
by mast students of the hoegne family in the U'mited States present
SETLORES Fape.

A in the case of most ofhor aapecks ol MNegro Life, 1he perblem
brcomnes one of evaluating mulliple forecs raller than placing reli-
ance reh simpler cxplanaliioms Froen Ahe poied 0f view nf the search
for Africanisins, the ststns of 1the Nepro family at present is thos
to be reparded as the resudt of the play of varicus foroes in the
sew World cxperience aof the Negroy projected against a back-
pround of aboriginal tradirion. Slavery did not cacse the “maternal”™
family : bur it texded 149 enntiowe corrain elements in she eullural
endowment broaght e che Now Warld hy the Negrors, The Lecling
botween mother aud children was reimdureed when the father was
suld away from the rest of the Eamiv: where he was not, he con-
tinued life 1o 3 wayv that tended 10 consoidate ke oShzations as-
sumed by Inmy w the integrated sociviics of Alrea as shese obliga-
ticns were roshaped 4o Ko Lhe mionogamic parenslisic paresa aof
the while masters Thae che planeation syalom alicd ool ddferemdiale
Tarwect the sexes b expiniing slave Tnhoer 1endel, aganl, o reinfnree
the tradhtion of {he pasg plaved by wamen i the 1e3lal economics,

Furthermare, these Adeican sanciims bave Taen encooaraped by
the pusition of the Kegoo since Eresclom As urlerpraivileged mem-
bers of society, it has been necessary jur Segrtoes to contimue call-
ing oo all the Tabor resources in their familics i the gronp was to
survive, aml his strenpthencd won:an's economee andepenideace. in
a soviety Lashioned ke that of he Unied States. econamic amides
]'.I'I:'1!|f|-|":lll_'{' [esc wisavtesy rrdln g Sl i.r'l-:il.'[ll."l1-:3L'1'||.'L': a5 pvinlereed |‘_|:.r
the peremal lives of while women from the gppes sovio-economic
levele & sacicty, This conventivw 1thue e back inte che tradicion of
the family o- ;_:L.uz-..d about and hewded 1:} wonsn, oontinwiog and
roinforceng B as time went on. And it is for twze reasons thar
those sspects of Megro Tamily Jide thal depart Erom maierity pal-
tarhs aew b e regarded as pesidwecs nf African cwstam. Foailies
-|_'.|E 1_|'|i5 !-:m-:j arg g ."'l.f'ri-:_':'l.rlI il; 1% Eriy2 ] I.III:“}' iy, h-:_lwt'-.-'t"r. ilr.pu-ra
tant as comprehending cerlaio A Fricom survivads, For they net only
illesteate the tonacity of the tradiiuns of Alrica under the changed
conditions of Mew World lite, but alsc an larger perspective indicate
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how, in the acculigrative sitvation, clements new to abooginal ends
tom can reinforee old traditions, whele at the sume fime helping to
accommodate a pecple to a setting [ar diffecent {rom that ad their
onginal milico. '

It will be eacalled that ot the ouwtsct of this section b was stated
that other sorvivals 1han 1Bose o which attention has been given
thus far are etoketied Dy ceriain facns menticned mare or less n
passing in the Jaerature. One of these concerns the s of the re-
lationship group. The African immediate family. conssting of a
father, hiz wives. and their childeen, is but 3 part of a larrer wnit.
This nermediate Gimaly 13 penerally tecopnized by Alriranists as
belunging to a lecal relationship groop wermed the esiemlel Teme
ily," while a =cries of these excended {families, in Lorn. comprse 16w
the mateilineal of patrilineal sihs, nien iotensc o sanzzion, wiich
are e e Mective agrents 7 admimagiering the contrels of e angrwaral
cult,

That such larger relatioaship groupings mizht acenally exist in
the United States wns indieated duews the conrie ol @ shdy of e
phyalm] .nln!l1fr-lmlf:£;:,' af E'.'Ii:*.".ihﬁ'i]:-]li :"b:'-r-!;ﬂlr'-:. wlrrer, Liorwere o the
-Errl'[‘uha:.i'z '|||."|.-:"|'-:] an the gr;'n{'l:i-;_' aseste eof the [;rlli'-l-. m |‘!-:_'Er|!_: meyaliel,
entite families were measured wheeever prezible™ In the cown of
Amory (MMenmoe Counry ) and s surronnding oountry. £39 persons
cepretenning o familes were souelicd, the ward Vfamily ™ i this
enniext signifving these standing m peazancy Inologizal relationship
— parenls, cleldren, and grandchibleon, e wad collateral relasives.
Flow Jursre the kenship anits of wider scepe are fond to be in dhis
arca, hewever, (s inclicaled hy goe gronp af relaal iprepeedioee fam-
iligs which comprised 141 individlials actually measured. Seicly oat-
tess a5 Dow nueey mcre perschs tlae particolar om:d mchedes and
itz mocininmueal amplicatiang consn e stalod, since oo oppertmity
to probe 115 cultural sigonificance kas presented dself. The e e fac
that & feeling o kinship ac walespread ae this exa0ts amony a proup
whose ancestors wets casricts af a leadieion wivrein the fieger rela-
tinhiahip wnits dse as impertant as i A dTrica dees, however, give this
care impartance s 4 lead for Troare investigalion

Instunces of similacly extensive relationzhip groupings are -
sintinlly estcaumered in the Reerstnre. & descoiption af one of tHiese
corrczponds in almost every detatl to the pattern af ahe exeended
farily in Weat Afvivan patriliceal 1ribes .

The neleer -e'l:-r.ralr.|'.|:|n'i|:_1_,rI rr_lml;n.':ﬂﬂ ol hlack igmilics who boasl of TS
African ancesity, prew oud of a family of fve Sredhers, focmer glaves,
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and 15 krown as "RBaacktows,™ aller the name of the family. Afthouph
the craditians af 1his comeaniey do ant go back as far a5 1those ol Whice-
bown, 1he prooe has cabhcbited congifemble prade 1 2s ':wri.l:lgv anrl beas
developed az ao exclusive commugaity vader the discipline ol the oldlest
erile 1o ehie Lanvily, The [under o 1he commuamey, the Eatter of qur
inforiant, was scarel| it the Twowse of his master, . The Toundaries
of the presenl ooy are fractically ke same as theose of Lthe ald
plancation, s parl 2fF wlhich g orented. 0 Bt ornost od 1he lamd s
v, 136 ]:-_-; e .'"-:l:'ﬁl-::- I-:||1'.i'|1..' The clidest of the Tive brociiess L-b v lil
Bis deseh EDeve yvars ape, mee ackanwledeed head of Lhae seeilemen.
Av prozent e near alioa brashes s socogrnzee] a5 the bead of the com-
iy, B pau s, e of wieoe was our imfomaane, lave wever ds
vieled cheer o 3% asres, e anel Tis three aenchers, with char children
aumbering Tepwsen iy aoel FHYy and thew mameerous gransdtchddren,
are g noche setilepeent, Tawive al zhee- cEildren Tawe [ef he
bty anel theoe s vl (hoa nesd -y o, Dhar andorrane leql Lhe
recrinmani by ey foar vears apn o sorzeal at a hotel i Bosker and
as it ogsslwrcwn s Iiseielpboa, e seturaenl afer Bve woensa away
hecarse e was regd el by Eaeoalil Eales oA Tonged Som 1he asssciation
af Tz peop'r Cine oal ol sons ol e Ave brothers @« Soanded (he
settlemene s el the teactier of ohe sCheal aed paslor of e church
which zevve the needs o Cie sertbemenl

Thus passage i o be compared with 1he acoeunt of 1oe Eormation
arl laler cartitulzen S the Baliomean Uoollectivity™ aod esd eancled
family™ Tni such matters as he inheritancg ol Scadship frome the
cldest sibling to s nes? i line, 1 the setained identity of the fam-
ity iand s o pagt of the mechanism makng Ear retention: of ideniity
by the reliinvslip poanp nscld. and in the rolatively anzall propor-
tion of merrhees who Deave theis groop, s diate sorecsprndlesess
will e dyzcernel

Like 1% neighhcring "Wletetonwen™—both these terms are Reti-
tions, Tag 1y comgoundics e preaoesbly located s Virginia—
garedioss gl comirals ate Ao e oseen oaueh as matk off the African
extended family prony, saecesainee frean ehler hrather 40 veangop
being especially strking in this regand This Sind nf “exteneded"
Family is alsn fouml among the racially mixed siack who, descended
o Freed Negrnes, comprise the population of Wkhietown

a1 present there ate i e ==itrment 4en cloldesar anrl 1h|rr}- gr.anﬂa
children of oor imio=mant £lis Bredber, wha als0 Yves in the seitbement,
bas sia childeeat oead ane erandeluld. Workme oader the contrsl and
direction nl Ahe hewd of e actilemenl. the hokcen and grandehe ldze
i cublen, rord, enndes, peas and tn'acon, bnthes isolaied conumomnity
with its nwn scheal this family bos lived Tor over & century, L 0 These
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elidely kadt Tamilkoes kave Teew kopt wnder the vigorons dasriphne ol the
plder owmficis ansd sull Simve acarocly any iatbercaasrse with e black
people in e ooy, ™3

Lotume writes of e iboameeness Lo ler, 3 while narihesaer, nf
Fig teadition of ectoncdoel fosuihal aflidazcion o e Sea Ishowd s duars
ing twe gl War:

It was cwths beloce 1 learaed thar Tamily seldions Tl drzens
“bubbier” fur bretdhor, ael “ioee™ Joe siber, with “nanne'’ dor sk
and "mctler” for prwekootier, aed Sy T all Iealess o cinech apd
ey, were s peverally weod, Towas Lereed 1 Tohicve Chiag 1her all
hE]III:Ii:':'d tl'_l [l i|:||r|||'|:|.-.-e: [iLrIIiI.:f.-':

Ui it wneasamabie Lo aupgeode Ll s prasege 16 ncdicanive of
suevival, on e islals, of ole elassiloatny serneualosy 22 widely
el i Wos AECen, gl thisg g el s el enlare |_'|1'l.'.l|:|-
e od dhe witler rnbeigiows el Eivship oy Megress o the
Unitesd Beates, remaine T Brtare tescarck, Do the Dasas of such
data us have been cited. heseevers African tradition must in the
meant'me T held as preminent ameng thase forees whick, mzee Tur
the existence of a senze of linship amonz Xerpoaes ehat is accive
over 3 far widler vanne ni rdationahip fian amons whites.

Wohar vestiges nd tatemw Telicd have persisteld o the Cniles] Seates
canann Le said. Cercainly no relationslon grrops ooy Negoes
claiztng cdesernt Trarm sonens anioial, plowt, oz waaead plomeness,
i e roessic roanzer el s mstiloizen Isee Teen mold in the
Trersmtore Tt what may be teomeE the " Bedl™ given by cetiain aib-
tudes tonwprel fewnd miaw per-aps Moo widicative of 3 certain deeree
af retentien of this Adrwan comeepd. Firsthand  inepety ameng
sveproes Tas browgrhit te b o sorprisess aumber ni cases where
a ceriain kiml af mcat—vedl, pork, gl lamh among allesi—is
et eaten by ooogiven petson logicy vanadly clivies 1he mesponse,
It ocdotsn'l agree wech me't aned oy o e or pas slances i
the inlihzrian seerm oo csleml w9 sclapeves, Yoo this fact that visla-
trvn of a persanal Toead eadan ddectvml Tronn che bdemic animal o
Weal Adziea amd in Budeh Gindaan s Tl te heiag on illness, eepe-
cally skin eropiivns, girtkes ene immediately as at least an ineer-
oving roivealeiee ol perhaps as & bind toward & sacvival deeiving
Tran [hiy elernent im Afeicar sucial ergarization, since o is 50 com-
plrely Eomejaem b Purepean patierns, Puckett reeords 5 slabetnem
mabliched by Bergen i (B that, Some SMegroes will mod eal Temb
becapse the lamb eepresents Christ™™ and 1his may be an instance
of that syncrotiom which ds sn furclopersal & oechanism in the
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aceulturative pracess mlergone by MNew World Meproes, Systerualic
inquity eoncerning kinds of lomds not eaten by pven persons, the
reasons or fatomlizatings which eaplun these aveilowees, and par-
timadiuety whether croot saach $alinwes ame Teld by ezuice Taonibies goul
if s heey taey s traneseHted] are bodly ool Sochc dlata, o hen
availahbe, shoull provice falormation which will tell whedher ar naot
tRis poe aspect of an imgatzant Adrican behef has haed che soregth
hox sprrvive, 135 10 oddler Toow clistor b o0 T, evest wleee conntarg
wilkt farcpezm cusbein has been greatest and reten o of aberigpinal
custom made mieet diffcult

[iclore comsalering other suevivals nf Adrican colore, a2 point
wlnch veaehies npns cortn practiical pophcaions of the maerialg
deilt wits m ths section @y be meatienel, A the ootset of teis
discussazn, 260 was noled that stcess on walue: peculiar 0 Dero-
Anerizian tralitien has teenle] sordeogely to cdercgste P cagiarmary
usapes of Megrroes wlicly depart feom the mcales of like areepred
By the mainrty, [t was alse pointed eue that when e lagiczl con-
cleeszeng tex b dewwn Troaep 1he peesinen gakep gy accoptl by Negroes
themacleca, this teads Ao restray such sanctions ae the Nepross ney
have ilevelsped, awd injects certain adided psychelorical difficaleies
ke sikration thak s At e GfEenh g, Cemment alange these
nres hovcancs especially portinenl when cule eReminior s o perasige
ach as e Bflnwing, where the disavowal af a culiural hecdare is
cruplizeizad by the asearnplions marroeal in s plrgses-

Tlhene wertdemenes . . . o1 - . hicher econnbne slados . oed .
deeply conted patriarchal fammly aradiziens . . . sepresert the Righest
-:!l"l.'l.'|l|'|:-1|:|-:'r|r ai o osuural onler g a0 owierml '\-I'\-C'ii't:.' anezer 1he ruurak
2o poteslacinn, e deveTarserl Bis e fessa e Tecilee o0 anone
corphicit: Tave perricled o0 L penns of culowre, awluch bawe Do
pcked op by Xoeto Lannlies, ooofase ront and wdrowe ™

The communitr referred tooloe rod rnter i 1s the wse of a fipare
w Tach |._'nl.i:~:|.E|'-,~ 1 [.*-e"||'|.l'|-.' "la-'i-:"]-.:'i:!;; 1:::'- ";urrrh at eshiorg,” e pgme
lat vne such g be foomd B0 these lines, chat gives ne panae. To
aecepd e Crerad” o only s vabes held meral by the whites, w
copan] as Tewllute ol these practives thal Toeee she sanctens »f a
Turapean past is 3 contriboiory factor in the process of devaluation,
PEemiy bevawse toliey coontmually «aach omchsiens Tas su curoula-
cive an ¢Merd. o pernple wathead o pasr s a0 peap’e whe ik an
anchoy in tae present, And receguition of thes s cesenzial B odhe
|:|3_'|.'|_'I|u:|'lgil;.;|'| I:-:'“|I_||'|r|:'|.|'i|‘:-r|.‘! i I!]"u: et Pl siluatuan o thi- |:'|:11r:t1'_'.-'



LB Tie MwTer oF TILE MERRD PasT

are b0 L prabend T theie Mpllest gipnificince, and propee and efec-
five correciiyee Bt il stresses wre 02 e gl

4

Bumeerns oelieFs, anibmles, and mmeles nf Tehavinr centering
Aol cluldecn Froat lzeee Teeo rn'."z:-d‘ll:".l.-:! framm the Uloded Sratcs |'.ll:li1'lt
o Alrcan coumterpaerts. Bnt il mwst Do vvule olear 1hat sueh peneral
matiers as (e proal desire oF Nesrnes 1or childeen anel the affeetion
whici evemtuates oo occasion in the reatest swmifoes fur e roamg
al fheir o heldds ase estanle the ranee of such coumterparts Fur
izall Smean eecictics swoll-recoemized hiolamical dewves are every-
whirry raticmalioal inbe active desire Bar alfapring. ol every where
there pmel ar beast e a “eneveleno Inlegance of 1he yreng il the
ETOU 1= Im e, v oo o nadeer af Saet, sl st s slaaall
never bve n'||'_'57-:_'|| e were b vl e eeboon s ogre kil fward
wl Ele poeleimics Babween suppeerless of dlie slioee setern @l 1% npp-
fents wlheremn clie Tormesr on o mgmeninagl Ciat 1he Nesro
Was 3 clesEnre witlegn senlioaeey ool e vogngs, T el Jor
serims conEilerazion of #ach asseriios - Lol Uwic Listoric oole
o Tecignidal, they ran e clersiasal Wil meie 1areneer

Theyt Teethe pree=azps anal vovmoann advanage poowitheoa large Sune
o, ol thien vk abeaier Tor enklicn in these eames is bt penerucied
be shclinisely e bl i irpmennasit o e 08 v mcjen ey
[in e e WWorld evorsawlie-e, aa i Wovst Aviriea, sibslicr on-
cirely cureparable et aeivaterd in v Tedloasing, passige are 0
lee ez

5 a =y wlech sesgeees alee Ll ol e entiee Fanely isoratrn a
Bwing, childoen o a4 cgraan age are sedinc:lm 0 as an veceanic Laael Fley
o Tasl, Al Ahers s liole cavsinne: et esmteed . Tl Tnminp n{
chlilzen i- the laoe?s will™ 00 Slare = sae's a0 Targe Taniles.
"ennl Lmesdo ey e eecemde D weils oo ranizian A e weinnam |'|l|-::'.-e'|| a
Ly REr R e TR Tt | EA T PR DY ¥ [ S0 11 [T (P T K 1T I RER YY)
Far mwr he sier od e Gl o0 st ood ey uid Teer e wnmen
Tectnhily has ipesemboys we'n e e e vahzbisn ps p=ses v

Im men=t pacts o Al wren Trom o whicl e shvees cume 0 woman
sitlwsr children ia socially handicapoed. Aol while the sestes nd
pelveseny does ot place o3 sl womem the burden of prociding
I:|1|. [:Lrgl' I-.|1!|'|i'.'_-.' liar will VIV a Man |'|'.'-:'.~\.I:i'r;¢‘ m s wnrled :|r|-;_!
gecuricy ol pewtion in b pext, aned lence hicths per wieman ane
perkaps lower than wowhl othecwize be the caze, regacd for chaldren
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as testimeny af a man's virdlicy andd as a2 valualle econonue asset
are deeporonied Afriean genets,

Sdopiivn as o meas of enlarging the family s widespread in
Africa and the Bew World. Johnson cxplains the vahdations for the
traduion in these terms:

Children alier 3 cerfam oape are .. . an cooieomic asses  Clhildless
couples. for whatever ecason, bave neot the zxial standing in the com-
ity af Cazniize with vhildeen. The Tocaking-of of [amilies, <Trouph
chezeriien oF dzalon, Tesalis o the ewermag-uver of eloldos 12 mela-
tives or [remls, woel sioee Liztle disniortione ol freamimeol coters, (ley
sean are relisinmnshabZe T-om tee ragral chiledre:, aoel ksl Ciena by
dividting 1he il of by [apuhes, Aorenver, adeplian 12 relased 0
egitminsy, amel Erequensly 1he chillren in (amidies wheehn are referred
1o as arlephed are really cie iltepe made ofFspring of oac's own dazughter
o nesg s alauehrer, The il wf oaa nnckacricd clsugshler I:m.:nts.
amnlber suddizion e the Clilbdeen of e el ol the Hnl wilk: all e
salahizetmz~, Lisciphue  in W hznds ol the coigeimal parens- oz |..] el
younp miszher’y Tr'l..!|||.|~|.||| b [t s 1% a0 Al Te s - 1l e as
Fer relatinn<hip in fer wineger heotler These c¥ildren <ol hee Sy her
B==* parmwe sl refes b the s wpnarsl |__.'|'n,n-:|[|'|,r|,"|l'= a5 “wmimma oand
"panat” [ las hagoened ot mwen have adopled snoe their legsomate
Gnznlica vatne-legal chilres: 1'-_'.' e wemtens 317 wilh oz alimaent olis-
Lerve hiezrs Lle suet bl ozcakse ehichn wodzvorably comspicucs e e ochee
clallzve, Agarn, clalilres orphiaacd e any circushzlaoces 390 apaolane-
iy ks s child less Guazilses*2

The zame writer jerdher somement: on the phenomenon :

Aclepiion Lo is comimealy o sonveniease Tor childeen witlont the
prn!r'r'inn nl o GniZy segncson ol e reer. A siaskerly nld waoman
itk s Thege cinilloz boere, ey mether in Tlaza e Taiber gomewhers
Tunr near e |."|Ie_|. all Lt ||'||' carme qawtler log -'||I:I'|:-r"r|r Fazlwrs The
Iwa ailest angs wase T2 Tare ey macree parried L s Oem al seon
atta 1hey was bo™ C0der fapubes, and ecseenaly old and widswed
woimen, Lok usen aeleplian asvorg of & privitege than a borden: ~laoid,
1 alizcst Like o ool beoalle o taise e thac chilid; ne was s sickiy ae
hrst.™ The scalimaul @ sometimes caried so the poit ol soccoueding
the cRild with @ wperianee which ooy <leldoen e oozl Samiles
Iﬂl,'h.ll'

In Misslssipp, a similar incidenes and impariance i aloption Tas
hesr repnried.

It 3as been rewarked 3t the adoyoed and sllesilirmale clildien 10-
cluded in so many Megrs househodls are ontzideseld Tull meamees ol
ithe Tmaly. Adopteon s proctically never crade lecal, oo s relerced
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wn i the elobTren avay. Cie ol e sevesal reascus for so fre-
gueenily sivics Chillren wwy Ts e tepezeed heeakicg wpoof familes
anel te snzhilite or nusellngiaess of the Tonnuning oe te care [or
Flenn Beciose el the strnng desiee orsy pevssle e Tua chillee, O-ere
1 Alwiyz soecne praly otk then e oL Tscepe i the small
upperr el a et eaetienlly alwyes ealls e wonioe who wheees him
kb 7 Foe v o even aw ke e real awler = oones ol the Togse-
Lienti], weloely seemnle] ecear e I"I:.l' anovsies Gl oacoplzz by a wrarahinesher,
v W Ermever e pwlaion ol the subeshon, here s e attain Lo
crweeal e stz Trerr aelapded chililoen, Toven 0 alee oo ek
|'|'I:|.r|: in c::_:'l:,.' i'|I:|_|'n:_1.'. 1|'||:'_l." 1_:=\.I_|:I||_'!,' L I'|-e':.' Tz been |:5'|'|.'|'. W,
and adolis o e L ~izacion in kive sloal o lefore Pream, Xeostigma
atcorerl o givime o child, Boas ol occepred pracedis Mor iz o oardis
:|.'||'i]:l.' crnadered 2 e Soebaee o lie "'.'_i im elull.” A o rale ta :'.IITEF-
e = gt Tk vl the chibdrese of e easc, aldons’t a
cate lo- meensasde] e wlhecip 5 oo Telt theag 2e Beol Lo el o
wnrle i ales bl Ler pmpd e oo cleleen. e chabiren selom e
AHY Eear of TRIng onp-jters tY

Tt i pertten e sednptien i 2hese Megma compmmniies  lificrs
Teenmn Ll Co-ns Cnd e G asnpl o apwerating inow il greams
i oems eesatry b= oapdrent wilsont furshes amatyeiss The preskiem
s et aain becoanes et of acseanbrgs for the det-nscive aual-
iy sl Mg eastonn, The dand e Bansl are msboztunadel s nefthee
sttt e elTectively cneng
pernit coreciusiemz b T deaweg witimut faniler Bet ) oreseareh ot
Ehe cimnedogy ot 1 leser 2 Few Weera conmsunitics i the Vel
Stikss, Yot s 10e basiz nf comparabve backerenol materials, cven
Auch seneral aatcmends as Tase Teoen qacdes] mase 0 chear that 1he
pricciade ol ruzsle cansac-ut o 1o Le aplaald o0 & reali-lw anal-
wnds b hores Blavesy goed the possenh eceacamig sl seal sy,

pracetl e e celbzal aeria 1o

wlale olersive Terges, apin preserece omil comoneal the feeee o
alwerigined Amecivnn o this 55 307 edfer weEcls F oo secca Mfe

Feearts nb peecedures o conmection wah cleblbisch™ eensist
mainly o7 scatlered eeleronces fu aolacel iocin= af Enll svetnze, Nn
arceume ot ehe Lirch of a cLill oo Megeo silage . wheee canly il
wnliis e aml wber cllerly woemen eailalle woere inobiondune, Ty
By par'lislign] in 325 Tull contess, base enly dragoeeres ol dokal peoce-
thave, pripeapsaile “eedn (<7 af one kil er anather, Maee ef theee,
ibelowhi ke oeaied ot nace, seem o themselves to preaest a blea:l of
Furopean avel Africas elewenes of foll: Telicf sneh o migin T
|:':-.:1_||:-|_'|_|_~;'| uneter en:ttact ol 1wy cates l.".il.'\."iﬂt' iUtz w1 la-
ELFLCht. Sl maEliFes H [ﬂul.'il'lg 1r |||1-'E|_'1' H'n.' |J-e;rf atl [xlrr1:|.'i15u1'|
a3 boeasy Larls qemigs, however, or reframing Frene sweoeming out
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aalics until sone fime afrer the child has been boen arve the coun-
terpicts o[ procedures vecnrded in L APLALE porlaotg of West Alrica.
The wuse o nbwels as 2 means o stupping hemorthage 15 found
n Adrica, white deessings of this material are communsly geerd Luth
there and In the Mew World tropics 5o stop bleeding, The care
veed in disposing of the placenta and che treatment af the navel cord
are also largely Adrican™

Certain Megro attitudes reparted from the United States toward
abnormat hirths are highly specific in theiv African reference. Twins,
the clebl afeer twins, clhildies larm wilk eeeth or witl 4 canl o
ciber peculiarigies are, aatrg Alrican folk. regarded as special 1y
of persvnalities whase spitilnal petency calls Enr special treatment ™
Enqually widespread is the African behicf 1hat special moasures st
B raken against malevoleat spisits Selicved np ¢anse & wonin (o
Bove o accacs af rhisearrapes or stllfirths, o constslently ever a
periad af time o hepr alaets wln die one aiter the other. Amonsg
the Grevhee SNegrowe of Georria.® it is Teireved that, “if ven cannot
raise vour children, bury on its face the fase cne 1o die and thnzs
comting afrer will Beet A technuque of rricking the salevalont
gpicats, rlescrihe] as orvaning asiong these Creorgin Nerees, s
gepnally Adrican - "T1 vom wish to raise your pewlern chald, selio o
to someone Tor [ ar 26 cenls and vour choid will Tive ™ A case 3=
cited to illustsase the cosuen ;

A oweorrsen, the mother of 16 cluldreen, Tase 1w fir<t 700 The 2oorh noe
wax bacied e Toee, amd e ather 538, an ey were v were razsed
weithnat 1EThralry, Thiy worsan's daaghter et e Sicsl 1o clildren, but
the thirrl was =nld, gnd it live AT

Pucket!, soh Tas alse inckaled 1his ease in Lis disesssion of Nearn
Tl Tafee 4, hare receggmnieed ils Eeiems eharaeter Trom g eassaee e
guntes Trem Tillad inosappore ed his iyt ior ™ Cisterns o ehiy
nature are. hessever, spregd mmach more widely than jwese in the
Niger [chz arca, being [eomd [ar tnothe east and west Gi that
e[,

The Afrigan cmiecpe that ammanns hirhs slicabe 1he Juluee
PO ETE g o clald ig alse o livig belief in s sountey. Pagaor s
states:

e lorn "Tane [eomes™ ™ o 4 dwin sannot be lept i boncls, Yo
kyar!' pazt e cewm naoale pail, eoroe tight ool TE vou iz hin, T osilt
“eross bz leet, sleep, rise vt wpoan' po wiey; lake oot Lii ban' an'
feet, rone don' go boose. He siay dere as nog as be oot awoatied. In
confusicn {trouble) de odér 1win loose hing, oy geusmoder say, an' de
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E'p-rrH lipe= Yim «al inrn Foot Infmes™™ T Leded of ane temarkakle child
barn Foos deremas and tin donkee ol

Steiner Teported o Georgia Negen whe, Taving been born with a
caul, attributed b this Fact his pugsession of wo spirits, one that
remained in his Tody and one that west abeae aiding lim *® this
beiop also reminiscent of the African behef 111L||I:|_‘1L> SMLE.
Fruckelr mives o further Iist of truts which at berth indicate 1le
el Eale nr Tattare fowers ®owhicly are Izewize of Atrican deriva-
tigry siped Ace ie he ereesntbase] |]1|:|':-1:|g"|'|l‘:-u1 11 Ni‘_,_{:’ﬂ Weswt Indies
g well s in the Viver] Sodes

Baowe: are of preat impertanee 1o West Adoce, Names ace given
at stated perienls inoan indivicdual’s Ufe and, as ameng &' Ealk
where magic i important. 1he wdencilicaticn of a "real”’ oome with
e pevsnnalily af ics heaser i= helil 10 lneseconrpdere ehat 1his real”
mene, WAty the nee gaved bime al Liclh by 4 paoientar relative,
msk Ta- l-c-e'||-' arverd T crmmme it Ee Tsencs el sz el :||i|:|'|'|I:
o b moworline evil mage axmiest him, Thae s w2br, amasg
Africars. o persen’s name 1Ay mose mety arscuees shange with
time. = onew lesiznatioe beime asamoesd oo the nessston of some
strikene rocutrence in hiz Wke, nr when he pres tiwnngh one of ihe
Fites markigs a ey sage 2 las e .*'n;:-mn:n'

Mo predd nonng of azleermaeen s e e el caneeraing the
cirenmatatees mialer wriicls sanws ave piver Newrn children v his
ceustrw D e aevdtalce el toleane (e Adbrica cetemaonials n
mr-gaving Tave boe peoazeons hoen usj Paraons reports as fell:ws
from: the Sva Dslands
Acbadey bl o T o th e A e o, arowkaen she i gty
oy ieoreteer v ey the Tedwe azocnd the o ™wealk miginn eson' ole

el

heae "= =Tl el or wore e el LT 1 name, oM -1='I|"_'r' a
Ea.rn:.l.!,' oame gl vy rirht tinoele Sybanlly i

Faclwlt cives an o] el g ?l.'l-im.i';;:.'-l]:-]':i_ |'|.;|11'|::1|rf ceseam which 1s
m the s trubicen ay thae jost oited, ewgs o emposizes dilfee-
ent elerwenls in che alwrigil comples:

Aol :lri:‘\-:"l'ib.‘\-irlill- ahver sy it e chalad o] qie §7 WAL T him
Teelare b= a vwah okl weenrng b imboale e Taes <hal e spirit
slnl2 D aockaner fo tmnitarier veeliowidl e [nealey hefnee it ia
popsed G Thes conjeetere is strengthesal by the Fact Lhat wlen the
chiled 25 2 vl bl T b bzken ol aregnd T liouse 240 Lack a0 e
Irnmt clewir, alen ziven a Ahembdelal of water. The smeacioge of this
'|:|r:|-:'|i-:'|' L=k liren I:-::-rj:-:'-rln;n alhngss one inlarnam claim: 1o e im-
blaful uf waser 15 to keep the baby {rom slobbering.®*
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This cite af I!.Ti.ll-{i.l:'l["‘I the in [ atengt the Heaee .;1:_:5#'.}' regemtsles the
Haitan custom of circkng the habitation on smy imoortant Tibwal
erasian ; taking a child tu these places which will be of importance
to bim—"intreduriog™ him to them, in a sense—in 3 manner to be
enciunlered in many parts of YWest Africa.

Huw sturdily Afrcan traditens concerning sames and naming
have resisted Foropean covcronchment can e made clearer 37 1he
preceding passages, and the duta o he liduced inoparagrapbs to
falleaw, are emtipared with matesials describing analegoss titnals
ardl kebieds found in the Grold Coast or Dabomey. Tue elaburale cote-
mionies thar mark the birth of a child and the events of hiz lide, the
oun erals catcrories nf mames that are given the aofam, capecially
nL Drahcmeey, e eetlect specilie chomestatess Tiehd Lo ark his non-
cecdin:, o 'i'.'.lilil'::l!il'lg P maeenige o Tis Tarth or certaim ploesieal
characteri<lice manifested At that time, and he ke a1l demonstrage
how meticulorsly these Solk follew cerulatirn: concerine these
matiers that hiave been lail down o ascordance wich 1heir Letieis. ™
toor aze thene twn penples o Wesr ATzen voiane, Taey e ciled
e ey Tesiuzes the st carplecs dacare Trom thern, thore s, bove-
eves, euisph aateriol o oreporis fram ogher pacts of Wesl Adlraca
arct the Congo in demienstrate that 1he pattern: o wkicl thaey repre.
gent sa great an esaberabicn are everywhere prosent, anc ho'd a place
impaciant enougrh that their surveal inoche ew Watid, even under
inlense @ersllueatine, i ceazlaly 4o le pauleesinesd.

Faelkede angd Torzoer Bave ozl the -1 cxicn-ave rolicenion: nf
I‘-.'l_'g'r-::. oames i the Tomted] Seoees ® Sackeir's Toalings are Tased
on the analysis of cdesiznations Found o decunents of the slave
potasd, and an lisks abeained f=om gresent day Neeee onllege at-
chenrs, Tarmer™s data are derived Erow Reld work 1o e Gulia [s-
fanile. Thckett swpeears that awnng the fzotars makmg ear the
tetention 0f Adrigm momes cqerative during the cighteench and
mineicenth centuries | ¥ have Eceen 1he ]'.ll:'l.‘iﬁ;';l'.' asacciates] with
Afrnican desipnations:

vy Onhhy fnomelioning loar wative Afsicana nand Capity, Saminy,
I:lunmfn}', anel |:'_:'||||T, wloo v sies o0 Cacorpia, stales Lt 1'|'||'."_'.' Trad
{azial takaeang ar<t "wveere Ereslerl wi'lh marthkoel Tonntel |l:-' all *lee o lier
Kerroes Ter miles sl miles asoel” This sucgests thar the cufrored
vglee &1 Amierieam nares may o have been the sa14qe with the slave ax
witk el mndern immigTomt, Admican captinne gy ever oo conferred
i eestatn amenil of dietincting wrone the slaves, amel ckos hase con-
tiorted wlhece the mastee atlowed 30 In Tace, free:ln from control of
white gwmers, in wddicon o a slowly Eorming family sradizion, may have
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lsen one reazon why the fece Neproes of 1930 seom lo Llave poszessed a
|:|.:r;.;l.-'r assaclmaul ul Adlrwah n@nws ein |_1i|1 Lhis abivwes ool 112t 1:-&ri.’t-|'].“

Tl Tist nd Afseonm gdave haimes nf M oghbdeentle reofnry prn-
vided ws is replete with desipnations whose provemense s evident
Abanni, Abnubei, Abra Anksgoe, Aneika, UBamba, Tapns Llah,
Firali, Hindup, Bralne, Homfxy, Bungel, Coenla, $alal, Comiba,
Carigraly, Demoen, '|.'|1:|".'-c-:_|:_ Famtee, Sanmilsy, Linzpey, Maniea, b1,
wrnorw, Clera, Cetanoe, Ovrmsun, Ooiesa, Ckessal, FPaloowe, Ouack,
Chiacs, Cluzmamz. Cluamne, Cuash, Oy, Sqoba, Sena, simbio,
Sambeeh, Tame, Temba, Worrah, Yambeo, Yamnah, Yearie. Yoo
naha. cmd Yene Cisl " despde e gquaast spellings, are o uivalerts
1k |||:||_'.-' i b Laesled s "-:'.:'L_'!.' e sl s e Al I;-'-cl:'q}r
in Bl Goalla Lalancls mad clsew e oz e Boew WWoarkd, 1ot ale af
phec names and wrms commialy o cmpbed s qersonal nonies in
the Nirer Tleha anel the Conge, Turzer, whe in his mime s rapced
prehimivary cepert, *West African Soravals i the Vesubolary of
Cullal,™ wlemtibes seventy vares as A Frican, mainly Mende, Tas
Izeer imnlicared™ ha il was anly enoclose acecpiaintanes thar Tne wad
ahle 10 nistaud che many Afcican desymatwns Ce has siacee sevornled.
Four amnng the Cnldah, "Rasket nassaes” are mecld only within 1he
Famdly anel aneme sl acuainiances: aval d i- CwEners eon csiod
it withanl proper endece aoed The sappeeel o aceequnle koo leolge
of Afcicar o, @ <tlenl conhl g T wetthiennl spspoecizng, el
less recordiry materials af this tvpe X egen pomenclacase dwoeroes
LU respect peere Troer wike practioe than inoaes g redn diversity.
Turner's comnncd en his esperiones in eelleceing personal rames™
15 tn A |'H1i:tt a4 enclevens €l c'lr'ig_l-n wut oy Lrant;

LEven 1Tl 1he Crullale 1303w ol koo Uer neaning nl many Alrican
words 'I|r|'.‘}' lse [ar [T nEane, 1 Heir e ol Enghsh warde 1|'||_‘:.r
follwe 2 eedean cnmaneny 1 W Atica o1 giviag reic chillees names
wlech supcest the time of hirth, or the comditizaes surionmliag i, of
the Lemvparamiene or appeazance al e clold, Add swelve neenths ol b
year @l the 5oy et days of the woek are used Treely, T some cases the
e alicates the vie of cay at whicd (ke birth vocues, Lo a<lkditon ta
e uames of T maonths and davs, she Felloaing we vppical: Earllay
cbarn dorng ot carthguake). Blusson: Cborn whon fowets woere in
Yoot 1l.1i'il'|l|. ]l:ll|. Sl ["l'.*i.'.’.-e:. :'lll'.lrll'-II;_:. I:_-'-::-1I|-r| “-:'\-rn l:|1|ri11g
wethn=wicking fhuwe 1, Moty Desiet (s Queing sedaze.dygams dmad,
e, Sy, Yoaster, Tlarvest, e, Names sugmest-ve of e West
Africim tutens or clan nanees are [at (femalec ), Bov Mat £maled, Tool,
che.
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Anather eletsent of the naming complex is tre eowe with which 2
Nepre may assume one name afwr anocher, especially i dealing
wilh whites. Uhe eouth ol the weatter s e a naabe given o Megro
by an vutsider 3 something of the order of 2 mckoame, woern evea
moee ligktly than are the nicknames of whites, which are seldam
hesecvweol incre than e neea rivea peeson, el aee olen rerazaed
throurh ke Lxpeoience in Dutch Guiana was enlighteninge in this
regard. Flore a man wha had been konwn fnr snme tioe, when first
askedd fur v Iog own willage hy o name regolatly wsesd Foc Jum,
could nuk be lewzied. F1x peaple vsed squite a diferent same Jur him,
hat £ven 1his name proved oot o he T “eeal™ ane, which had been
giv{'rl lpme ar Terth ciooel e Telel o cleowe seeretr weielan e f:‘l.rni'l:.'
ctrcle, Tois thus not only pozsible. but gqoite peebable that FPuckett's
list af sfave desgrotines acteally sepfosenes Bac 2 partion af the
Actrican names eneplngzd. In gecosdance wath a patiern eperative in
West Africa. the West Tndies. and Cunana. names given by the slave-
awpers were most Tikely regarded as bt an added desipnation w
which ane respaculed] They were lilewise very (nssildy thewglss of
a3 names 1o be cmploved Dy Bellow slaves in tee presence of whiles,
being accepted with the reservation chat diferent, “real”™ names
were o b veed in the cabin o on other vorasions when oone but
[l:“l_lw 51.11'1"5 wrrye '|:-r|.'~.|'r||!.

Rutume, wlue towill B recnganliereed, worked with the Preedmen
af 56 Mo Telaen inavediacely afrer thoir emancipation, has set
down Ter bewilderment voncerning the use of naries. When placed
at the side of Turner’s Aielings un the “asket name” and the wide-
sprew] Wegee towdition of acvepdinge adilitimal merees, e remasks
kend b Jucpmeent the point just made 5o as in heiog it oul ni the
realm of conjecture:

In time [ bopan ez pet acqoaizted wicl some of theie faces. I could
raemarnbier  tlar “Cormnhog et yeuteslay Wiy Uit I|||1:L:,-'. Thuar
reash” was VBryan” ITe wis alocady Metiying sl clld zabriquet, and
threatening to "mash you moof in,” o anvone wha called lim Chash, I
reproreed 1he Luys Tor Beasinge bina, O, ws jes’ call bam s, el a lagle
chazkle, as if e aughic 15 sk Hhe Tus, The ohdec jweople 1613 ne 1hese
weere Uhasker vwees "Newseys (namesckes] gnives Tolks JifFerewt
mames'’ ... [ was hopeless Lrving 1o uadlerstand their titles. There
were bwo hali-Tredhers in schoal, One was <alled Dick, and the other
Bichard. in one Family 1kere were nine iratlaers ol badd-Terethers, amd
ancle pauk [ difereot diele, Qe tock Elamilton, anod another Sippleoon,
and another Baker, aml athers Sinath, Sonmons, ede. Their [ather was
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“limmy of the Dattery,” ar “Jinmy Black " [ asked why his tatle was
Lack. b, him dood so. Hitm one very black man,” they sad. ™"

That surh ramfusion ecold acever ke tolerated within a zociety 15
gell-evident ; in 1his rase, cur hewilfered author was merely atienr ph-
b HAES Bra ] [k '.'|.'i!|| 1 -:_'h.;l-"::. Th.at {':qis‘.l;-:‘ -:|r||_-.' inr I:|||_:u.|' mzfairle I'J'.-E'
groeus, within whach such eohemeral desirzations merely represented
a play nmonasies weer 1atatde realeis af correce appellacions.

Alrean wgepaoes 11 e 1:||1':L'l._'rr:ir|_:=r_ :"'-.'l_'g'-'l el dren are ulan
Erarmad in she pandated dems thar Tave been gl ed haviog e aeith
the crwnming sl Tater cere of 10 clill Pockoe,™ partisularly.
s mule availakle numerons “saperstitions” which sugrest how
deep-seate] i Adricom saditions pre cetain sareiions which e
mine Fulk behavier bearing omoelerqents an ovild develupmens. &
pasiaze ey Teoreeld as an cxample:

Tn Ahe 2e Talones aa i Wi=eespor s accerTing o0 gre minmmant,
when a ch bl g slo ceowcdb vean sboml:T Tagew B vkl o Ui carea 1
his weais, fear e o sy gl Lissable, e sz inler sy
atn gspens on vasree o clhel” o bl dewtn s Taeer Bis begae e ippeed
when les v sl tnwal's Whide swerpaner b= scelinees wsod 'I'-e'|1rl:u'|.'|_II:.'.
anr el it mevcer seweeep e canm sefoce Ale cle s asleep, The i-lea is
Ehat v el ciweop lomoanar ol hisosfens s T possilly a0 Tall-
revel o parn ol she Adrican “drmmesoal™ wlech Teave: the oy
daring sleep ™=

Parcons recoents a related BelicE froen the 2ea 1-iands .

T! vt Bavvg =m0 Mg inliwee wopl e cRTT o ey e s, ol
Oy Rl I Llees v enliod ek e dlas way, wherever Ty slno
dat mephy, yeu wenlidn® pet any ses' o all “canse e osoerer Lel' Leban',
all L s I.".'l\.'I}' s el il ooy dey TR

Ty Meal™ the cowgl ooF & clild e fere oy vnoa Journey s routine in
Wzt Alrica, awl Jalsocate care mosl Iy faken on memerous other
CECASENS to ensere dhat it stay with 15 awner anl conbune [0 @xces
cise benevielence toward hirm, Aoz the Yoroba, and in Dahamey,
well-tocomnized tiloals cxist o owhie? @ persom pars homaee 10 his
soul, while in the Gold Ceast the satsilineal soml Tine s oo ool
inEmlge with the maerilipes] dearent line, Te correspondesce
of the material given in the pazzape josl fquoterdl, Towever, is st
strikimr Wl analy el with Tefererce to 2 sitnatien encounteree in
hatelr Congma Tlers a veump woman informaot, whs had leea il
for s yws-e atter sle liad moved 2 Parnmaribe with Ter Family
from anuiber town, recovered her healibe when, at the instructions
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of a diviner, the wene theough a ceremony calenlated to return hee
soul to her. Te had remained hehind in the town of hee irth becayss
her exinther boul ceglectsdd at the time conalky to inform it where the
Eurniily was mowving, and i had chas failed to accompany its pwner 1™

That thrase concerned with education and health have been con-
tent t0 {ormuolate projocts of wast propoctian without regard ta cheie
refacionship to folk custom 3 el resriog and child caer ena only
e tegacded as A cnammeniary on peecedures inoinitisting apd cares
ing chrawgh spch enterprises, Quite without referencs tee the Afcicon
Lackpround the Eact that Mrs Carneron, working to a censiderable
exrent in urban centers. was alle to docoment che “high posicions"
which the prictichoners of £nlk mediciee annd mwagic “possess in theie
resTeclIs e romaciuaetics,” oarth aml seath, iz elogeen; af e slort-
ness of the peespective unilee which gand wirrks are fun Eregquen Iy
underiaken :

Their luol b oauns hig vesy w20t baiellowe theas 1o miaz Lo theie groand
i Lhe Spce 0 such pover Dl aonesErzvnees ns slhe Eane Boanls of Heallh,
{roe dramear s a0 Froe oegearon Bt the moal!? far che recepoion of
these behils je sot 2rom sabehend in mony [amilies ad the trachicions
sutr-@inlice 1hese practtinners zeom 1o sl retain cnosmous Eoroe %2

Tn Trsnnlad. TTain, and Ddabhnmey aperooriate rituals mark the
appearance of the permanens teeth; the eszence of one soch rite i
tw thraw 1he first deesdusus cooth to fall out on the roed af the
msliier s Bowse o anes zome neas-hy place, asking 1hat fhe sew teeth
]_;n- s:r|:1'|5; .'Lrld Izt fal Tarems rET“u'l:rlr: Errany 1 Tae !'_;ll:'.il Izkicds 1|:L'.'|.t'.
"When a "chil™ saeddin® teet™ take am' put emom o3 ot cobl an”
Ainz it righ? over e honse © This practice way refereed o as ‘callin’
de new fect” Back.' "™ That its pravenience is olher than the Eng-
Tish custem cieed by Puekeft'™ in connection wich the Negro belick
thae ideviduous teeth nmst be procected Erome dogs. wlich "eequices
tie -::!n,'; g1 el the tooth,™ s appicenl wlles dls Alriin [RATRY L g FHY o
s pointed out. As e s many other indances of strained azcription
af oregin, the difficulty in this case has been that the precise Afri-
ity gac eEpatlener had acver Teen recarded, amd was thus aat avail-
ghle ter the eomparative felklarist

The importance 0f whipping ameng Amecican Wegraes g5 o tech-
ninuae of traning 1the young has been Trepumly remarked, An ex-
ample oF thiz is the following

Aowomar m her Ste Rlies saild; "Today parents dnn't make chaldren
eand enough. We gsed o 1ake and whip tem” She weet on o tell that
she prew up in 2 small earal commuonity, and “when I was young, every
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Wwomar. 1n I|1|:: l,l..:lﬂ! wir my m-:'tﬂ'.ﬁ'r- IT T it wFalT and ane |:|'[ them
gaw me ghel wTipome. amd Skea she’T el ey ooitleer ael U pel an-
olher wlippine, Twlay pareels oot whp Bwie childoeo eascph and
b wLillien are gettiog warse, ™

Adtempts 1o acount for this plnamenan, whicls agazn diverges
Ereme commenet praszice amarg whites, are vsoal'y comclusd in his
taeical e peychological terms referomy o the experzonce of the
Blesrraaes vmler slivery, T possage whicls Enihows the one guoned,
thiz explamation is given;

Frmnerly sl socved Laale Y hiles 550 Soproes a5 an azeepled
Torm o0 adisciphme sl oas o conecnes ematler Tor ssdisen, The grand-
[rarenes o3 g prresens g ol perent s wreee dhess ees o hipped
'|_'|_l, rFesr wke amsper:, Tl R TTTR AN ul nl] :"-.-n:'|:_"|||'-=, i -:'|'|r|'.r.:|-‘.i1:|; thps
present with e e, i g T e el al coeperal pomichieend; sayinges
PThey ean e us s T ey el we Ty aves Selupded] arip-
P as e e pdelen ] ey ol eoepeceng al panisding Loules Meaenver,
they Dl ree e of el Tor ehsir wwo Teatiegs, woless an sz
rvn rhilidcen. .. Aklns whipping was a peyeen talen over Tram
P mastess, el <L sevwer s e there escencdomis, tmlzy 1be Taibare
of 'I'\-i_-j__rrl,': T 2 '.'."|'|i|| Pl Sl deer ™., b crijticjeer] a= “i'-l_"l"l?. 1he
Whikes" A owrman ol sy rrels C@ar acsusaltan apaimat @ veung
erncliey ol A vt #lass wle: alaays L5es L esplan things e her
chatrlen aeed wever howea Lhiene an all. Te s of covese troe 1lat reluclares
zoow i clibdvese iaoa mewes wkine ssce=ac wlark s pradmadiv di-phuweirgy
L T H R

This attemasl Ao acconmt ot hearing - appeding leeanse of ns lagie,
Taat e vhe Ligio oo Pl Eaczs it 35 nnk eonly pras istosy but peos psy-
chesleney, <ipee it campleze’s disnegards 11e Taot chat che nuatziaartdng
meilenl uf gorrection moATTice itselE ams] elsewhere ameng New
Woorld Merraes whether nf clilhen i nl oarhies, 35 wlappiog, Tn
promt af Fonct, the T ralzze ol slav rv i s e riciton 1 shives
Al Tt thocie eTeideesy ber 13 e her oo Tom&anion a0 those
who wore as imporent hefore cham as thew themselves were wnsder
the lash of the master. TFindlly, ic is onl casy b wnderstand st
why sadistic tenddencics shomhl Tave ko iz pastivular firm
ameng o peelle wlott clweroers alwens) never characterize by this
berrtte.

Wiktrn we Dern Do the chata from Mewrs cultares concerning whifs
[Ang as s funn ed onerectienr. we Btz orress deal ef matesial 1 @n-
Aeman assune 4ron of Teswnrical selatmnship o Xew W bl practice,
In Daboniey ol amang thee Yonba, fegging of an order nd sever-
jl._}' almoet waknnwon in |'-.|.Ir'||]:-|?__ excrpl [e 3 '|:I'L'1'.|EI||. device, was the
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ruie. Children were hhewise Bogged—nnt =0 severely, ik is frue, but
severely in forms of compatalile mondes af applving this foem af
disgiplipe in white secielics, Whipping 15 vabaidered an inleprral par
of West African pedagoprical method; indessd, ne better expeession
af 1he theory hehimd it coold be given than the statement quoted by
Powdermaker tn the first af 1he twa eitatioas from her wock, for
this matches expression of opinion heard several fimes tn Woest
Afriep Asc1E when the aradsting of children was under disenssing.

Tn Haiei, ra shill o the BMew Woarld, orom Goaass or Trimidad
or famadca, the crees nd wonp bovs and gitls boing whipped dor
misdeeds are heard even by the cazual visiter. The right of any elder
to whip an erring woumper member of his family is wested inall
Haitsans, and on cecasion a geown man will koeel beface Tis Tacher
ur whcle 4n receive ey seenkes elal Tave Teen dermecl] as a0 anish-
ment  Again, the comment piven by Powrdermaloer as o the right
af any woman of a commumaty to whip a girl bas scecfic corre-
gpandenees hnth i Tdutch dewiang ol o Iasornes oo tle latter, a
boy cr gic] i wlhipped Ty any aumt, whes ghoe modoes ie less likely thae
the Eather will abtain a poor ampression at the ckild whes hearing
the awtery, ansd Favur anotdwer wite's oftspring, Anc w Votch Guiaoa,
a young woanan calls obl wamess of hea sdbagoe Ty le ez Loe ons
wile—"kqmbos, she who makes trouble Fae me!' che cuplanation
afb the peactioe Twing that every elleele s i om the Sockour fur
migl:havior. “The old women are thonght of as snterfering woduly
in dhe Lile of the younper somen, making their sscapades more
flilTienl: and assuring ponislmet on discovery.

7

The principle thar Tide nust have o proper endiag a3 well 28 a
wol| pratgtted Twginmng 15 the {urelamental rea<cn for the great
HUPOLLATICE ol the Tunceal o all MNegro soieties. Thiy resulls Trom
several cawses. among the most important boinp the widespread
AMdricas belied i1l poser ol the ancestnrs g affect the [ife 0 1lwir
descendants. The place of chiz behief in the 1olal Arecasn warld
view 15 im0 keepinge wath i sipwiicases for the people, For the dead
arc eyerywhere regasded as close to the forccs thar gowern the
amiverse. amdl are Belivved oo sAgence the well-beng of ther de-
qrotdanta w o '|'.||:'l.‘:-'|'||.'1'|_'_.' aerve Them. Thae w:l:r:_-='|1"|5| ol the jmoestors
thus supports all =ocial mstitotions based on kinship. giving them
thal measure of stability and integeation that has been sa frenuently
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remarked by those who have had frsthand contact with African
trafees.

In West Alrica, the ceremonial richness of the ancesreal ¢ult s
ethanced begapwss of the greater resowrces of the tribes of this region
when compared b plher geeas, pet the fecling of the ever-present
care allotded Iy these eelatives in the world of the sgirit s eswens
tially the same among 2] Alvican bolk. The ritval for the ancestors
brgins with the death of a persnn, who must bave & funeral in keep-
ing with his position 11 the comirmily 0 he 3 ¢o cake Tag rightful
place in the afterwardd, As far as surviving celafives are conceened,
tw drives cause them to provide proper fuperal rines The positive
urpe derives [eem the prestipe that acores ta a family that bas pr-
vided a fine funeral For a dead membser ; negative considerations acige
out i the belief that the resentment of a neglected dead person will
rebound no ehe heads of surviving members of his family when
noglect makes of him 2 spicie of the kind moe to be feared 1han any
plher—a disconrented, restlezs, vengeiul ghost.

The ancestral colr cesndves self inlg o Tew essentiabs—the impor-
tange 0 the Tuneead, the reed (o nsseee the henevolence af Lhe dead,
and, W geder @ implement these prints, concern with desoest aod
kinship, As illustrative of how thede essentials have persistol, even
where acouallaratn ta white pattecns bas been most Sar reaching,
we may turm to the description of 2 famdly cetnina af a grovap whe,
as the descendants of a free malathe conple, are i theic customary
behavior as far removed as pussible from the ehavior of such
Alricans as sy be included in thedr ancestey s

Thiz family Twa¢ had farmily reonions for filly weaas oF monce. Whes
the Eanily bowmon pook place i 930 there were prandcluldien, paea-
granachildsen, amil iony gread-great-grandclildreon e Lhe ancestral beroe-
stead o3 pay tespect ool memary of Lhe Tougider of elke Eacncly, whir
wac boetnoin tHig and died e 18ga, and by wibe, wln d:ed na 1805 ar
the ape of teveniy-one. His only Liviog so, elghty-four peaes ulid, whao
was the secretary-tregsures ol the [Eeocdy ufpebizdtzon, wis onable 190
atternd because ef ilness, The Touzder of ehe Eaoaily hast aslerited the
hamestead irom bis Eacher, wits was liaed ateehy the frem Noeproes in
1830, A wninister, wha Lad fuuoded a schoul im the commnnity 10 1885
and knew him intimately, desezibed hin zo "ab old Poritn in hs marals
snd manners and the only advoste of leenperabice it tle county” when
ke came thers to work.

The meering was opened with a Lymm, chosen becatss nf its theme,
“leaning on the Tverlasting Arm.” The widaw af the zan of the Eounder
of the family spoke cf tho neoossity of che children's “walking o the
straight path™ that the founder “'had oot oue ™ Her daughler, 3 cecem
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Mater of Artx from Ca’umibta Thuiveesity it 1he vi'.'u-|1ri1'||.'f||:|.| nf a
eoinred high schoal hoa laepe eashern city, harl cetocned 40 the family
regmion. Another granddusgditer read. as wae ruslenmary, 3 papsr «m-
bacviag Lthe hiztnry of 1he aelnovemenss of the family and a culopy af
their ancestors. The pengran mchodel a praser serwice alzer which din-
our wis serenl The reremony sweas ended Ly a vizit waole jarily horying-
gromnsd where therr 5 2 wmbatzne beacing the aames aof the (onnder
and s wife and e date of (heir birth aml death.s1®

This passage clearly indicates thar, thinegh the canversine of Mew
Waorld Negroes to (hrizlimiey in #s varving Fartmes has ohlirared
pactt manifestatinns aFf the ancestral catt to tke exeent that Faro-
pean rehigicous belicfs have Teen akess over, the extinetion nf 1T
cult does not mean fhat ils spicid Tas disappeared o hal dy s
tezns have nar persistal. analy reanions gre common saaoe ino1his
curntry, Bt il i somewhat douboful whether 2t many white family
reunions the day isn ended with a wisit to the mombatone nf the
fourderz; whether calogics af the “amecslors”—ihis family was
framalal 3 o2eyg, i will be rermembered—are iecluded in the fostivi-
ties; or whether such a strong relipious 1one is graven ihe procced-
ings. One must lonk Epr these elsewhers than in cusmom poverting,
allairs of this surl comenan 1o whites aril Xegroee, 1F the more de-
tailed aceoomte of ancestral rites are cnrsulied. snch az have Been
recorded, For cxample. by Baci=ay for the S<bastandd S Daliwney
in the work already cited, indiczeion will be Bound of e provead-
ance f e inbangible vielnlalions o hach bave coasde 2o sel T romscions-
nexe e bl part nf rthi ixirl:il."l:l'.:'l.'r porerdend !I':l.rn'i]_'g.'." anid hyee
chaped its fanvly Titzals,

The range of variaticn emplizd in resemblances betwesn survivale
in 1the praciices ol a groap <opbisticaied in rerms of Fumo-American
bebgvigr, apd the Toll-hlawen 1ilnale of ATiisa 2wl ar, [or = her
regina of the Mew World, Tutch Guana'' o chus seen 1o be greac.
With z reafizaticn of the varicus accultarative steps represented in
clher New Woaorld sstamces Iving hetwesn [he {wy exiremes inomss
tomary wsage where the dead and their scofls are ennccrned,"® we
may therefore furn to a consideration af other Africanisms m death
custemns, Foreral practices. and Twlet in gheste that have heen
roentded Enr dhe United S1ates.

Cidum. in an early work, recognized the imporiant place aecorded
death in the meres of the Megra community

Tt o= a groeat conaclation to the Megre 1o know elae T will be buried
with proper ceremonizs and his prave properly marked | . . there aee



=00 TRE Myl of tnke Nesen Tast

lew grealer 4vents thano she borial. end oone wiicl beings (e omoemu-
nity bugeilar n more characteristic artitude. The funecal @ 8 socal
event, bor which the Iwlpe appropeiates the OSUEEZArY X [Whass, Here
the religious ererd of the Wegro i magrefied and with praise of the
dead end hopes fpr the fointe he stoogles religious Sesvor wath merbid
curiosity and Jove of digplay,’™

In the Missizsippn eocrmumity sindicd Sy Towdermaker, we learn

that -

Rarial insurance 15 wsoally the first 10 T 1aken oot and the Lass to be
melingoished when coxes porow Tare, Te 35 ronsualered more impoctan; b
the very paor than sickbiess or werilead isocarce, althouph e later (s
beconing tnore pazalae. Wo Xepra i Coltonwlle can live caotent ualess
Ioo 15 asaoted o o hee Saneral when Pe des FiSteen eecls a wesk el
Lve cents extzi Juc each member of the Janely will goaraoter s Snamlred
dellar buneral, i whick the company ghent plays an actiee parttH

In a laler passape, e impoctance ol providing {oe adeate Tmrial
e armnpliasiced:

There ate certain experae - besilee bxes whicy oot T paid i epsk.
One of 1hese is dnsurazcs, In the dilapadated shicks ol amdecnaar sed
familica, whose very salwisteace depenids wron governenect selef, the
ineuramee envelupe 15 almost dnea-fally o b Aven laoging oo e wall,
Evin when sukness and accodent oswranoe are glloveed oo lapse, 1he
bocia] insrance s kept wptts

Yohnson™s report s to the zame efforr

The radicion of the Tarial sty hangs on ie e ool orpaniza
tigns wherh, fhnugh conzernsrl chiefly with death Lenefis, Loekl up and
hald their menibeeship on the sirength of e sodal letoces In o <una-
tian unzer which families were Josing such insyrance as tker had, the
burial siscigtivs were guining ua steength 1E

Zorietie: of 1his antt are ubigoitous amengy Mew Wasld Megproes
as the meost widespread and insticurionadized sucvivals of 1he African
desire for proper burial, Ag is niten the case. drives of Fug e aee
Wlumiaiated by negative examples, ane of which can he aiveth in ferms
@ an meidenc 1hat cecurred in the Trinidad village of Teo during
the summer of 930, An extremely poor man, wlhince wife and onil-
dren no longer lived wilh him, was found dcpad in the shacle be in-
habited. Sivece he bad no relatives and Eelonged tw oo insyfaee 501
aty, lis barial was Iefi o the officiale charped witl the care of
pavpecs. I the tropics, a earpse ig ordinarily Buried in cary mom-
ing or late afternoon, and duringe the day following death Puhlic



ATRICANISNS 1M SECULAR TARR 201

Works carpenters could e Leard hammoring on e box” they
had hecn hired Ao make. Afper thew Tl Grished, the voung men
who had rrade the eewole coffin placed it on their howlders. and,
with ne genertn by Forme 3 procession. watked down the goal with
1t to the cemetery, [33d it on the geonnd oncl the grave was duy, and
then, lowering it, refidled ¢he nle and went their way.

Indignation was woiced mn every bgd, and ey, Expressions of
apiminn were watd nal only from members of The villige of puare
Fegroe deseent, lt 1lese o mixed blond az well One mimer oficial,
i mulatis e uppee-chss satus, zaid "B wasnt cight tooput fim
i the Inde just ke he waso't heman, b0 wasn't eight of the nminis-
ters to stay away. and d wann'l vaghl isdimdy Tiel Bine o Xoowne
wis anTprized wheo oo meonstey, sherly aleewaod, some children
rm theic way Tt Traen scbond, gathesimgr Innat bepeath s lreg 1had
=iood in Tront of his hot. tan with fear as. glangne wtn the
Lranches, they “saw ' Tme plowering at chem. And 1he door aof his
poor Tut, blown ppeit Ty e witnd, remained unshod as Tolk aodo-
Innsly avoislol wlat posd be 3 oosidence lawened ey omoamgey, adis-
sglished, venpreful spirie.

o the seathero plsutaticon=, 1l Teelape ol the elyyves that proper
atteniien be paid the requicemenis of the dead was in zome measome
respected, as 35 sheaww by eonlemparary tessimony on save Tinerals.
Thig, berwres e, nunmt ku'lli"ﬂ whive 1he Adxw.an Acwditiimy chae e
'|'|ri:|!|.|.'i]:|:'|.| ridnal ke ]:-'l.'ln-' worne Bimmwe aller 1he acloal dweeimeine,
separating this, su o gpeak, from the fumerdl as sacl The praceice
was encourarel by cevnoaric and social condgions wwler slasvery;
but & must be reoeesthered that Twere, o5 i other forms of behavior
presiconzly constdered, flas sarpation meresy tended tooorework a
traditinn which, in el a manidcatation as the Trahomean parial
."Ln-:i ril_-ﬁn:ilfi\.'n: h1,|:|"i.'-|'|:‘=.|:'lII = Tl wi-:]l.:|_:.-' :cj't-rl'.'a-:f !]'l'r-f‘llIE]'n'n:lI! 1|.’|."-|3'5[
.."';.!I-r;c;L .'|_n4;'| 'i-_:. tr:-:]aj.' -q_'m'l:un.lrrl:'-:‘! I I:'|'||:' Foew Wold whers 'i111Lu'mEl!i
Itp:'u]a.l:ii:-n d_-:_'n:s ngatk n:t]uirl:- 'irnrrl-!'!l“ul:' bmacaa), Tiwe F-:_1||r:-win§; p:‘ns-
care shows Tow in oaline the entire Acrican Foneral complex, in-
clading the dolayed interment. was continned among the slaves:

T]u‘_-rl: WAS One 1_|'||ng Wh]l.'li '.|'||-' N-ﬂg:u gncaﬂ'!.' inr;i'\.ll'-;] LHITL, 3m]
wlich bt even e mast hard-heatted masters were sver quite willing o
deny Lhens, They could never bear that their cdead conld he pat away
withran a Foneral. ™ot tlac they expectsd. at the bme of bomal, to have
the duneral secvace. Dmlewl, they odid oed desite i, mwd iv owas newer
grcorling 10 their nagiuns, A Eoneral 1o them was a pageant. It was a
theng to be arranged for o Tz time abead. B was 1o e marked by the
pathering of kindre:d and fremls Eropl Tar and seat. 1t wes ook aates-
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'FB.II_'I:DE}' wnless there was a vasl and exctable crowad. Tt L15U.:!|.|]." meant an
all-day meecing, and citen a meeling im 3 grovs, and it crew white and
black alke. soimetames abimost in equal nurbers. Ancther lenaas! 1o this
case—Tor ore slaves kuew how 10 make tiic demnands- wos tiat the
Ftro preacher “should preach the funerat™ 23 chey called i, T thinges
like this, 1he wiskes of the slaves wsually prevailal, "The Eonerl”
lownzed ufr weeks 10 gedvance, and allthoogl: marked by cable parments,
meaernlal mpners prel sorea (el ovdeees 00 had cloot 8 hints of an
elaborate zacal function with festive acemmpaniments 1™

Anather varsion oF this sanw manner of honoring e dend by the
slaves reads as ollaws;

Cloe ul 1l g Jdays amep our foople was, when a fuze-al was Teld,
A persun [rean Mew Jomssy who was ood acoua-nied wizl oot eusoms,
beard it anmnuasel] thae: Maexl Sowlop vwo owecks the Eareral of Janet
Anderson will T pogiched . “Well " waid 1he swraoger, how du they
Ernrw that she will Faeocleed * The Ezes wily, she owas nlro.ar|_1_," :1.:'.'|.||:, sl
harl Laen Ewr some tine. R, ._=||.'\-.'\-::-1'-!Ei1'.|=.r s anir rusinmm, 3 rnsknm ;;T\-:‘:-u'inﬁ;'
cut of ororssy, we did hoo bold the Faneral when <o operson way
turied. The celatives—are] Trierds —confd ned leave cheir work 13 ats
1ensd §unerals THien prosons weuld be boried 31 might aiter working
houts. [E the decrased was s free pesson. and the immediare famly
could artend a week-day foncral, there miplidl be cahers, bodh Triende
and relatives who could 224 ateeind, henee, che ceslons wocame goscral 1+®

That (he qustom, noted likewise hy Pocke!l int recent ¢imes, '™
has Ty 1w aneanss died oot 3z illuseralesd by el cocpnl exprerience, in
bwn instabces, of having Megzoey leore pols B retarn <ot arder
to attend delayek fonerals, in one in:tance, "of oy mither whe died
last cprng.” Az i earlier dave, ¢he explanation of the prmanals was
in terms of the need to neake proper preparatians, ani the difficolty
of gathering the family rn shnrt natice. Yol ote may well a5k wiy
such delayed Tuneeals are nob Folnd among ot ourerprivilegesd
groups i Lhe populatino—irmernigramts, for exzmople, wlose nesd
{lor dzlay in 1ertns of their inakility 1o leave jobs on short notice is
fuits 3t preat as that of the Neproes. Thiz is made the more evi-
dent when it 3¢ pointed owut that the explanation for this enatnm
given by Negroes, while in Tine wicle the peaciical eequirementy of
their Iifc, happens o he vory sirmilar b the explimziion given by
Dahcancans Tor theie alngiginal Torm of the imstitaticn. For when
asked why [hey peremil timee to elapse between the “partial” snd the
“defipitave” Turial of their dead, they likewizse point out theic aesd
for timz to effert necessary preparations i the sites avg In b cac-
ned out in proper style. Whatever the rationalization, the proveni-
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ence of the tradition 25 frwnd in the United States js clear; the
Light it throws a sdtinades tovard death and busiat among Negroes
i tlhis ocoupdey s merely fucther testimony of the vitaticy of the
entire complex uf attitudes an:d ritueals sowasd deach that iave ear-
rizil over i however changed oacee fonn ™!

blore Africanisme are foagul nosmee nf she delails of Megro
funceal procedure. Here, as elsewchere, it is to e regrenied 1hat ne
eroseculbive acemaot of the ritsals of death are t2 be nad for anakby-
sis, "™yt such data as have been pablished unambiguously include
many AITican curcespuncences. Le impertance nf pToper mour-
ing. by which is meant pohlc voral expeeasion of grial, fds many
el cepRatls e e ancestral rosndinen VM Cripe is wearn by mems
bers nf the Tarily, and not only placed on the door of the honse
where the dead lived, but 35 oven reparted as beag tied on Mevery
living thing that comes i the bowse &l e hody Tas heen 1aken
mut—ever bo dags and chickens™ Ao an athompl o pacify an
avenping spirit whicl: was e curse o7 Qe ™ his likewiwe pe-
Fecrs Adrican procedwse and belicf, The extension of separating
burial and funeral extes inmto the howding of muoliple funerals for a
porson of stabes in he several communities or several crganizations
S s wpc] VY gy 5'i1'|'.i|;|r|_'!.- nlm-]".l.lrl}]"r:_"a:'.. Fli= LT riencd tliar 4 fumeral
presored smacthly, as shown in the belied g " the proocession
thould stop another death will sowm Tollese, wishap on the way
profalte indiwcatzng dhat 1he cerpee is deqatiched and regrec: having
0 beave Uhis woshL"™ can Le eeadily matched in Africa.

Paasoos gives further hingg of dirset Africanisms o connection
willt the Fuveral itsell:

Wilen an Odd-Feliow dfes, "z bredw crwer up, nnbrady nns’ tooch,
Six nen oo ta basde an' dress de Lade” Himvarley, an the death of
a Uoed Samaritan, “de body eever ol nooone ran teach de body Cril
ale Sislers snme Sen' woode Woedy [Weathy} Cloel. Foo Sasters come
wash de body an™ Jay cut. Mobcdy can ok a¢ dv Zace wideo de Suster
sayv e Say. 'Can 1 lonk at e Tare?—'"Yes” Farh Sislet has to walch
de Lody To” one hawr,” 33

The correspendence of Uhis enztplex 1o other New World Negro
costoms and those o West Africa is anmedliate, especaally that
pact wherein @ is torbilden for an¥one to touch the body wntil the
menters of the soezety to which the dead betenged have prepated
it—to say nothing of the Torfher secret rites which focore reseaech
thay porhaps reveal Too reier again to Dahomey, the biddy of &
member of a religicus <ylt proyp there may not be touched hy
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relatives unbil the priest and the swrviving members, employing
elahorate scerer rites, cocne and “take e spirit’ from the head of
e |.|l.‘:-|'|_g,r.|” [n Trnukul, seet sﬂtigt}r :|'.|'|||,':|1'|||:||;r1;I mnsl 1'||::||:a'|}1:,r 1 the
tivse ©of Masuns, gather in the rom where the lely of a dead
“broher'’ Lies to perform secret rites and prepace 1 for burial In
Haiti, a person wiath a “spkrit o s head™ muse have it removed
bofore the more sammog rituals are periormed 2

Otler Adricin aeperts nof e funeral appeat a5 we canfange aur
search, At the junceal of one Jesse Harding as described Ty Juhae-
san, 11 owias hard to aronse the congregation; he bad beso a0 geod
man, hut nor a type sympachetic with the casygoing wavs of the
group armoby whinet e lived, (ne af hose preseat, called upon to
apeak, deel el Tieat Te eomli]

Tlhe chill of 1he audience bore down wpon him, and ke admiteed,
altmse lareaizwise: "Dreotier Jease lacd his faolls, Like wou @nd e
I 1alkeead wiele hin: @1 horse anel an Lhe hospaeal™ He eacosed  baoaselE
Fer mnt viﬂi'li:!lE: al the ]l-:’&-'-.'|1il.'|'| rllp-Ler: "T'hr_:.r had 4o ar% me Tk tn
crme 10 the hospilal 52 moch, 'causs theee was so many sick folks just
like Brcther Jesse ™ Dverybedy knew the deceased's Sortorightness and
it comld Le mentioned again =

To evalwate {rankly at a Euncral the characieristics of the de=ad, to
expost 0 direct address the differencea e mar have had wah those
in contact with him dwring his Bfe, as thoogh the spirit conll hear
what 12 22id; all these characeerize Weal Afeiean rifunlz At the
feeral of a Eilerian Ben in Chicago seane yeass agn, altended by
the rner of the Afocan "onlimy™ of that iy, all o them spoke m
this manner W the bo<dy of the dead, so that the corpse would bear
them no resentrent that would intecfere with the trangoilliy of his
spirar existenae and cause his return to teouble e,

Tuckett 15 of the elief that “in 3 peneral sort of way chese prac-
fwes wp o owdnal bocial are Focgpean, while grave decnration and
swoidanee of che spirit are more African in bype'™ 1y docs nol
geem likely, however, that this analysis will be proved vahd when
full aneaums ace weitten nf the entive cvcle af death rites per Formed
in a considerable number af Wese Adrican tribes, in various Nepro
caomnunities vwer the New World, and particularly in the Umnited
Seatcs, capeeially LE thede accounts are presemted with ooherent
analvses of ponceptions as to the causes of death snd the role of the
dead in the warld, Ts has already been indicated how, in the Megro
funeeal aa fould i the United Seates, oot only many of the ele-
ments in its ritual bet also its underlving motivations and its setting



AERIoAWILME 14 ERcrLak Lire abg

in the matrie of costom reflect an bmpressive Tetention of African
Iraits.

The fyuclinn of nature deities in West African panthecdns ia o
punigh those who have transgressed accepted codes, and of these
forms of punishment deatle by lighening i one oF the most widely
reoognized. Ome nf the elderly infnrmants queried by Johnson as
1 canditinas of slavery, saud this s

BIy aoaster's breaher's wife was soomean wl b Lomd seat 3 peal of
ligheeoiol aosd poc her 1o deatl. Bhe was tnnonaan et b voy go ter the
will aocl |'.'_'i1. o clkink of water, amiel Gnﬁ LIIcrie '|.|11'||; :|r|-:|. I':5|_]|_|.',|.5,|'|t'-;]." h:r
head open b2

Furkeit al=i |'|l.'!-i|11.5 out that aller hebiels o ro {he 1'|"|3.I:i11r|5||i]'| Tapa
lween lighteiog and cdeath are aperikive when be states thar “IE it
calns wihide 4 rmam is dyving, oc 19 the Lightmnp strikes neac Tias house,
the devil has come for his soul." 7=

VWhat may he regarded as a generalized pattern nf fngmal 2eave-
ra]-:ing o e dead h:.' all s :-:'|.:|1E1.'Ie"-1 ] el I'ril.'1'|l.|'\»:I 1.-.i|:1'| 1.'5.|'ri1_'r|.
ﬁ1|:'_t. |_|1:|:ri|'|E_; ‘le |'|T-:'||:'-e"'ﬁﬂ__ i:»: dl.'{'l:ll}' erwalan ]l 11 Weab A rTii_'i_l.l'l ‘I-l_lnt'r:ﬂ
ri'|_|_|."||=_a. T]:lu Cslemn |_‘:-1- pﬂﬁhirlﬂ }'l_n:u:lg |._"||i'||.‘||‘|.'1| 12FEr I:||:- cr'-Fl'-m ]]':l.'.-i
not been reporsed Bor West Afcica. but something clesely related to
il has beon witnessed among e Bush Negroes of Lutch Daaana '™
Parsons, ior the 5ea Tsiands, quotes an informant as Bollows:

"Dead mexder will Fant e batw, warry lomosn his sleep. Dat's de
reazon, when mofer d e, ey will han® a liitle Baby ‘cross de bos ac-
cardenr ta others. acise: the graved same sime dey figiol o leave de
Louse, Lefo' dey put um in de wagon "t

Puckeit zays:

Im aritdes came 13 Scath Caraling e chil2een srerch armnel the
father's ca<ket snging o ey alee whish e womngest 1w pasyesd
ficst aver and then ooder 1he caske: aml e visker is agken ot om
and oo upot 1Le shoulders of ows mer,'™

We alse learn itom this same souree thal Tt trees 1m0 an okchard
are sametimes notticd ol e deat of eir ogovmer. et all
decay™ M7 aml that al wakes the dody, Iying onoa Voochin-board,
1= adolredsed h_l.-' the rmgoirness az they take theie farewell of the
drad ¥ The wake 15 s ir.':lu'trl;a:l.t i Mdeicn as it Qs in the MWest
Indics and the L'nited States, Ftois cepamtahibe, Tuowevee, 1o sapppze
ihat as Enund in the Mew World it 1= an exanple 08 the presess of
gl reinforeciment experzenced when ziuilar coltuzal impulees
from two coucees cowe acthe contact.
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The importance of cxercizing cawtion when dealing with the apieita
of tha dead 12 Tundanieseal alao in Wast Adeican belef. The aeate-
nment i Pockett that, "'t 55 thovght o be had for any one oo wark
arcund a dead person untit be is tired, i, in a weakened condition
where spirttual harm might result™'*® is to be met with everiwhere
in West Africa and among New World Negross. Amonp the Bush
Megroes. to dtg a grave toquoires several days, becaose of the dan-
fer that o warker might perepire and allow a drop of swecat 1o fzll
in the excavation. The ghost could fhen utilize chis o take with
himy the soul of the one who had labored too hard. The concepiion
that a man has "iwo ghosts. an cvil phost, derived Sfrom the body
and a “Floly Ghost’ derived "frum de insides’ " 12 g0 be referred
to the muliipls sounl concept of Weet Africa, which clsewhere in the
HNew World 1akes the form of ascribing ta a person a dual soul, one
inside the body and che other manifested 25 the shadow.

The spirits of the desd are held to be dangerouz if death oo-
curred in some stranpe or tercible manner. They are headstrong
if wishes they exprecsed while living are oot followed, vonpeful if
theic refatives are not respectful or i spouses marry eno saon; and
varmus Jeviets must be oemploved tooensure that taeir bedies will
remain quigt, such as fasteniug their feet topgesher or weighting
thern deewn 1 The déwl Ty oo eeciesion reburn o the scenes they
koew when alive, aml in such iostances o feast may Lo provided for
Heeans !+ (1, :'I.Eﬂiﬂ, :‘:-EErirlgx LY | p'l:'l.l.'e;'rl in the mathn, or in the
foem of coins oa a plate near ihe cofe 1 T wsed by the Tamily
ol the dead, o an the grave ™ Ao while all These cosleas, as Faund
i ehe United S1ates, probably cepresem syoeretizme ab Alricen and
European belicf, they are ¢o be enecuntered i many pare. of West
Adrica, and everywhere amony e Neproes o the New Woarld oot-
gide this couniry.
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THE CONTEMIMIRARY SCENE: AFRICANISMS
IN RILGTOUS LiFE

The prominent place held by retigion 3 the Tide af the Wegen in
the |_'I'Ii1.|:'l:l '."i‘.:'l[-'_':-'. arul <l =.|_||_-|,'i:|| [earrin snsnarrerl :':'.-' :‘\E-.l_-"'r-:n VRIS
of ';.-\:.Iﬂ'i:'\-‘l:h'.ﬂ: |.|:l',_’|'|‘:ﬁ sl |i||:|:l|. dre |.'1:|.x'|-:l.'||.:|ri|:.-' |_.-c'|'||.:|i11| -:] A% -
F{'HS-:I.[E-F'_'.' v iees o 22eer the seetad sl cenzozzmne Tzakralion L1
pecinesd by Seproes dureing slavery amd after erzancipation. Soch
t.'ll'.p|.:l.l'|.3!i||n5 Tave tle |'.l:1|:'1i:l| valulitv wr hilwe :|.|r|':4-;,'._'!.' seen hem
g helld [or variears phgses of Xepro secular fe lut. as oust Te
eroprasized againe camet e orepgarded as eedling e eniere cuzal
tale. Far anderlying the lite of the Amcrican ™egre is @ decp rel-
girnzs ent thal iz Tl ehe mazilestacne keee of the similas drive
that. everywhese ‘o Mewrn societies, makes the supernaiutal 2 mador
iocus ni ilercst.

The teaabiy af this pasicin is arporent whea it 15 considersd
T, amL ann mpn sk ||1. ‘-.1:1.':-1l| it Il ."-.'tf,:_"r'l.': Tax belid fasc 44
behef. Eelgion iz wmal, nw-unn*[ul an:d unelesstandable to the
Nég:c’&rﬁ-c r'-r '.||'it. i:{'ll_lrll':l' 1w [ L E LI L L thee Whesr lasclies and VWeck
Africa, it i¥ not rempoved from lide, bot has twen devply imtegrated
tribip Flas |]."|||l.. 'r-:|||1'|,|;! [ 9u Derzause o7 Lia. II'|I.‘[|:L"I.'| ihat -|‘.".'1'.“:I':,-t'r|'|i.‘rl:
commgesadina in 1eTms af the supernatural is soomimediaiely accept-
abile brs qhis omderprivileged folk—and causes chem. m cencrase to
her underprivileged proups clsewhere in the watld, re farn W e
Frgiva rather tham 1 prsioical aclion ar otler outlets for cheir ires-
tration. [1 muse therefere be assumed that nat oxly in pazticolar
Aspecs rof Mg religines life Lo be peinted oot in s his chapter, but
in the very Enendationg of Megro eeligion, e Ahiran past plas
full part. And we most hald tis inoeind s we twrn booa Teview
of those manifestations of Negro religion witich, Bke its fundamen-
tal sanclions, can be traced fo a pee-Aanerican past.

aoT
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We may begin by tremting fhe orgamzations thal compiise the
institutianalized forms of Wegro cehigon, From e earliest fimes
of slavery, it has been the less imhibiled, mare liamble Jeswrnimations
which have attracted Neproes in the Unated States, Terhaps becavse
this is 50 striking, & formuln which explaing ic in terms ni snphicity,
naivete, and emotionaliemn higs aktiined @ eestiin mtreecy sy
sterrlenls, Thaes:

Thr w—urshi‘p il 4w :"I-P.E:'ll 1ol l.'ie xir|'|||'.E.~|! skl He s affrc-
ciatron nf alabuocale ciluals, nb seevices cosiating ol Teoems el fere-
momnies. Heoce the peoat nass nf erlomes] races bave nriet with either
the Methodist or Hagdist Churches. Thess churchies hasve re simplest,
least complicated formis af church services, and the Negra naturally
pravitaied woward Lher?

The simplicicy assumed o this ciation. hewever. 15 Tl one o thoze
questicnzble peneralizations cncooncersd apai ard again in Lhis
analysis. Acfually, Megro propensity Eor ritual, as evedeneed in sho-
rigimal colures wiere fie ermcack with whites has o he taken inln
account. is gquite the equal in intricacy af any serics of Coropean
rites. Pear must it be forgoten that when the Mew Warld is consid-
cred as a whole, the Negroes who adhere to Catholicism. with its
slalimate cepemenialtsiet, Far outrumber those who aec afiilialed wilth
Prolostant sects having simeler ritwals.
Dedlard fues (oo an Ristoeweal and paycholapgical eaplamition

It & dmpnsstble to zav from censuz materials what perccotare of
Newreds aocl wlites are sembess of eeligions boodacs T due eominiboitsy.
We by kmow Toc the cvowtsly thar abeazl half the adinl Mopooes are
church membiers and nk thess, Toar-fiftle ace Bapatases, Woe doonne koo
how Far thew propoetinns beld (o Soatherntowr onad raomty b
Srptherntowners zay thae af @ Negm s not a Bapbist snmeons has been
dampering wilth hira. Agparently the Baptists and Methodists wore most
enerpedic an ket cacly measures 10 caplute Wegro allegiance by means
oF their winerant preachors. Furthermare, the relipeons belmvinr of Lhess
dAencstmations was less Tormaliqed and swercetyped am thar of e
Frealiytecian or Etascapal conaceties, ared the cvangelival made al peeac-
ing seemar] b0 lave 2 spontuneous appeal o Ihe Negroes ) perbaps hey
wero chieposed tnwacd emectiomally forerl geoap mesgioges e 1heac A§ri-
can backgronnd. They seemad to bave o marked selectivity Tz 1he Jensity
and emecticnalism of 1he Baptist and bethodist preactong. -, 2

The question of why '"less fotmalized and sterectypd” nipals
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should appral to the KNegrocs anay be put aside for the meomeot
That the zocial and cconomie status of the commumcants was an
cffective cause that operated in the case of Megroes and whites alike
is apparend, however, and must be taken into full consideration.

dackzon, informing ws that in Wirginia, "'m every instance we
note that the churckh estabiished [by Wegraes] was a Baptist chuceh,”
oz om ko sav, it is to be nated also that theoaph Yisginia gener-
ally the servant elass leaned tno the Baptise eonncerion rather ihan
ter e ctler chueches™ He ariesepts to aecount Bas 1he lack ol ap-
peal of the mere sober secee in the Ballowing terms:

T grestest Tuchicap in the tinrations of 1the Fstablished Chacch,
fowerwver, was s lack of emotinmihism Ao & sparie 4 fire the noses,
The duzwlinzmz of 1hie bwdv, clicging e Socopean conueplioba of
ealigiuz, were uialle o osenzs e nozcent avanrclizn of the Aomerican
'|||:||5:|.|' witl

i insisiezice un Lhe sinhduess amd |]l:'|:-ru1.':i!_'." nl msun, a
swanlivion whicl iz twen zalled Eer tles thoersoph revensranica. To
tevclar L sew Teelnpg a special sechagque was meeded, Soclh a oeel-
e wns Towmct i the revivad A

Members of o= denanimation themselas reropnizal the need For
arlaptation g mume congemial saticen

Fpiscopaliang in Mirginia under Lishops Meades, Jolins and o:hecs
Cwene e e arprelical oo Segres apprrecsing Hanrea s andd Mathesljzts,
They thew aoreped the revad gl '|:-r|-':|:'|'||'rl [{{EE P B § A1 lsprame
-:El-'-.'i]'-'lzlu,r}' on Taliers of amiccrient and ]:-1|.I:-|'.|' PEIrTAmETLs?

Ao covrerns the pattienlar deiees which made Bnr Negro afha-
tion i 1he Hapbist Church, this seoiofomal explanation 1z offered :

Tro Papiist cherch by teasom of e el wopar escelence 1he
clhur b thie snasses, 10 0s e rokpious wizanication e wlich 1l ander-
privilerzed rlass, more s Ahan noany rdber denizmimidann, s hkely w50
turc, Thes cheeeh i exireancly slemocrabe amd s characieeized T A
lical auteany whicl eakes sl choech sractically a law enon Saell,
e riun wlas 5:1, thers]oTe, Paszed mweT in uVLTY ﬂ:l.:.-' sorutar adBaes
frns o 3 orgameration i which he can Apd thar very cxpressann
1.-.'|'|ii:|1 1a bl e cJeaned Biae B

FI_IFI]H:'FIIIL":-FI:. wee learn LIL:‘LI;

CAlere was & sncRE attraclion of the Slaves foc the Baciist churgh
broanes thew wers givan prearer Fli-lrl".d_'i|'|.:l1il:l1l. in Teluzigs emerciaes,
.+ . There wat also greater Lilerality amorm the Naptiscs o gving
Megross pormissian 8o preaclh while also i addition fe Daprist niechod
of administering communion vas nH raleulated to discriminate agaiat

¥
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them. Finally 1he moede of haphsm arseng the Bapusts satisied e
desize al the Megro faor the spectacaiar)?

Certainly some of the reasuns why Negrues werce sne aloeaceed to
the Established Chorech are amplisd i the fallewing <ralernen

A5 a gereral rale, the BEpisrncal mintaler weath 10 the fumly 1nansinn,
e Mechedist mimistes preached to the Regroes and <ivad with che
cyerseer at his 1iguse?

There 15 no guestinn of the pugmslariey of the Bapdise aml Miethe-
dist chuarche: among Neprns ar the present ome, Tudingon’™ cesu-
ity todayr s “predominandly Tapist” witl Slethedists next in
tuziher—of “Gre familes, 339 were Daprizls and 147 Methodisis"™"
o Jrea!™ and Jackson' give rkata which clenely show bow the
sitiom ey 3 mwerely the comtialen of aoeacier Bueknon, The
el 7 their religion For senaoliomasl relcase woas andeesisnl by 1he
RNegroee, a« s appatent o this comenent of Tones whese congern
with the cenversien of the slaves makes s wriings especially to
tlee oint:

True celagion ey are achined in plage mm nmefassiar, in fnems and
ordinances, and i excited slases of Tecling Amd true conversion, i
dreams, visiens, frances, wnicks—a’l bearing o perkeco ot steiking resem-
blastee to ot form oo vepe Wwhich has beer Fsonded v [or penena-
nazna, ob whieh has Teo urigionaimd o the wils] laoey o sone melipusng
PETR TR HEFHEIETLS thewz, Thase drewws aod visons th.'_'." will edbeer b clinrei-
aetaiunid, as eriemees il ceevessia, 10 encomrgzed tooo sn, o oal heas
lerlzer nstTction L nepg pegend, ! =

Inolependent testimrmy regacding the Takes of 15 deive Tor eena-
ticnal -E.'-l.Flr{'RHjI'E-r'l wLrniclg 1Tte alaves = conlaan®l] 10w geeent g_iwm
:'_:-_'.-' i ea-alzve @F cobditions kanwn e her -

Leferring 10 3 plamtation Lwcatsed i Lowsiana, Mra Clumned sage-
a0 s pleaczrion slare wede gt e arelred andd ﬁ‘EI_}' £ aves, (1N
thiz bambzr, only abeol wew were Chrisiams, ¥We can easily account Sor
This, Jor rehginus selvices among the slaves werr stricly iorlelden,
Bar the shoees wimald sieal away ot jhe woods at nophe and fald sere-
icrs. They would form a ci=cle o their knees around the speaker who
wrnld also b on his boees, 1le would bened [nrwarnd acd speak inlo oe
ower 2 wesse] of water th drown e sousl, [T azyne Secatne aodenad ed
and cried out. the oliers would quickly stng 1he notse Ty placiog their
hands ovee ehe afeodes’s sweanh, "t

The z’n‘r.-nﬂan-:c af the Negre preacter in Masthering this paiterned
emotionalizn las aiten beet podled cut,'* while cases have been
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recorded where Wis infloenee has been Eelt by whited, even during
the period of slavery.?® The fact that diferences between denomina-
tions are vnimporant in the minds of eeembers of the vwarious
churches in the town studied by Powdermaker would Tureher indi-
cate that dt in the expressicn ni religious Fecling thar is egsentiak,
g lag Talelt®

In anslyzing Megro meligious instemtivns, thest  autonemoos
gproups aut afilbuted with deapminations whese primary member-
ship iz drawn from whites nst alsn ceecive aderuate treatment.
These ace the "shouting™ sects, which play 2 large part in Negro
religinus life, Such sects, termed “onlrs® inoche passage which fal-
lerws, are in 3% cmmopage] 10 gl liMeenifsged Eooan the evanpelislie
charches ;

. o . the following poneral chazactoristics secnl ccdminoe w4 both groups:
(17 prinary ensphiasis wpon Mpeaching e Ward' ") (2] sabvarica by
faith; fal worr-leip s Tellivwsha; and (4] weroieolor singing. Inoadidi-
cion to thess, cortiin wiher featre: oleervid particntarly in conoection
with the culis appear snate or legs somnen o evanaeliztic ¢larches also,
They ate (17 ieaglhy exhortalions and sercne ponecioaled by stereo-
typed phrazes soch as, CAmen ™ MGy 1o daed Y M Trraise Elis Name!"
“Hallelwjah '™ and »a Torth, {2] sevmons ieaturing polemics apainst the
seevalled Vsing f the flesh,”™ o ocomras o Lhe Uhlessingy of the Spieil”’
anid the "cewan:hy of 1l bercalter™ ;s lf.'!,'l tl:e l.|l.:|.:1r'|u.|:5t LT LT RN h:p'
eark af s menfndy o the "only troe ppuspelt b Jesoss Alhoogh ele
cules el pvanpelisti chosches seem o laeee He alove feataces e come-
mon, cerie otters appeat by e more especialle distinetve of the eelis
giouz culis only. TThese may be Bsted as follows-

1A leadership 1hat is magnebc o an almas hepnotic degree and
wirtuallr dictatzrial 0 icz contrsd over the cult devodoes.

2 Trerzied sttt emoronal e=pression, such as showling, cunning,
Jurnpizrg, sreeancng. &id Cerkioe a5 onooopular Jesrzre of che
woTali | BE1 v I,

4. Freqent copetinnen of hymons tratizTormed izln juzey swinglime
anel peenmoanie] wigh hand-clyg:ng, tappng of feet and sway-
'in;_r rnk Yenlies,

4 Testimomee given in tagad sargession and certifring to the re-
copticn of “miracles,” healings, messages, visions, oo T

Within the cules this aylhor distimpueshies grosips whose “entire pra-
gram seemed desipned to magnify the personality of the feader of
the culs™ ) those marked by ' 'spirit-posscssion,” a cype of highly
etodinaialiped veligions and costatic expericnce commonly desipioneed
Ly =och tormws as Blod with the Holy Ghost,” "Tast in the sparit,’
‘apeaking in tongues,” awd ‘rolling' ™ and these o e constdered as
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“utopian, communal or fratemmal.” However, despite the distined iong
Betwern these cults, they are sofficcencly alike that 1they may be dill-
lesentiacred "'from all other iwstitutions, relirious, fratermal, civic,
o1 alerwise.'” The sseenlid frairs thae define ibhem all are, "first
Tsparit-possesdion’; and second, the mass bypoalic efect of the group
gatherings.''t*

The emotional displays to be wiinessed i MNegro churches have
heen recounted 5o often that it iz hardly necessacy to cquote any of
the tumernes detailed accconts that bave been published. An carly
repet, which shows how firmly the pattorn had set 2t e time af
ity wriliztp, las bernn given by Heemer!® B T. Jones deserilies al
saarre lenipth a nenhier ol relipious meatings whoee e quoasi-bipaters
il qualite was proaminent,™ Myniels,™ elling of his visits 0 the
Dosten Caurch of God, Saints of Christ, gives details of services
where possession hysteria ocoerred. Okdem®® presents o pereralized
verginn ol typival hchaviar at “shnuting' scrvices; while Pockete,®
Dollard® znul Povwrlernapker™ flesecibe virdogs sims gmd anculenes
at services witngssedd ot oreconrded o the lirerature, One examiply,
Eron: vet ancther source, will e sofhcient 10 indicase detacls of the
pattern .

Tie [ag ) BT Nax |r|:|]: Tisseern SWRITIE havk and Farth in e rh:,':hm
ol the preachec’s chant, arel pew and ooen there has come a shout of
asseint e e 28t repeated bed, LscR time 1be greacher's almost ince-
avrert talk heromies amticnla-e in g ok, M) Fave 1l Aeowine-press,”
there are cres of =%V es ™ “Trase de Lawd!™ and “Ulnre T Trom 1he
A corner, whees s e "praviagr Brethren,” ad Trem e Halles
Tuph vonmwe?s wises sl thie "aeonizive 2aeren." In the corlier Jdenwm-
sttt the meo metler dead, boe Teoun Ces B owbion Ao el
cries el NSl el ol wone Tk ! :'-'[:." ol 'y ':la'.'t-':'&-:.r! [—T.'|||r|'.|jr||1!"
ard leapx imin ke air, the e are ledt behind, Women g0 0 into
FTanCss, rell nmcer Tomeies, or 1n !'i'.::IrII'.iI:L: cleawrn 1hie pixle with EVES
coosedl ol with armes entgretchal Fack cheat nf the preacher §: 8
sipnal Lzr svnenne elze to #tari; and. <trange to zay, tiough Lhere ane
Lo pogs e Kl aise, guel Lhe wiamen o spinming ffown The Lops, T
Mewer saw citt Siride & post. 1 hawve zeen the paclor oo o cay whos the
beazie werzdd nil concain the molitude capse the seals i be foreed and
e his ez fosition an e dooe with o 1hied ofF 1he audienre ingmide
aril the Test witlaot, o . T lowve seen the matizler o geawe danger of
Teing drigreed one ol the puluce by scene uf e shogeers who i thear
eretasy il hold npem him, §lavs seen an old man stand in the aizle and
jurmp {'ight}'-n'-nr._- timws afier T hegan 1 cenant, angd wethaut I ing a
mugcle of ais Thim, parchment Eave, and witlenat disturbing 1he mestng 25

This aocount may be comparsd with sl another description of a
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service at dhe Damascos Baplist Chuech in Macon County given
by Jolotsraa Mose of this g devoted] 10 exorrpis foom 1he sermca
and the reprealuction of pravers; yet throupl e Tragaazz ane cn
semize the emotional stresses that play on the audience ostil thay
point wn the seryices is reached when,

Ther shanlivg s Tepun witl sudden -=|1:|r|| Eony ol gpamiiaal por-
biTe eerr arenans af exalcation. Three ot Eoaarc THTHEIIE GIT F eI
Fherveselwes warn shrtz: accontpacicd by a varety o plvacal dGemon-

stratyons, while mo:s of w aodicoee sosponds e low ancenls ¥

For the preat majority of Megroes in the Tnited Stases, there-
Eare, whether 1they worship in chorcles bt aee part of nrgariza-
thonz including whiee eonp regntions: oo well e tleie ownome e orede
or predominantly Negro depeminatioms of hgmbfer phocadeal e
sorrees, the evserme af their belied s it intmate solatien 12 Dile,
the Eall paritcipaticen of e commnnicants, and e eaeciann relyase
that firtde cxpression in the Tnsteria of posdcssion. lo s parely in-
siratioanalizedd aipects, Neg oo redipieonn ek T lisproperiiens
ate impoctancs of s TeulesaTap o orpareson with s hites, el o
the wxeern I which cach unit—each chwrch greup— poesorees s
ARLONOMY.

It 15 o2 Te moced fhal bis sununary excepls sack demoaioacions
as Lae Cathaliz, [piscopalion, med Proests teran. which Teome an ah-
Srite fsoanl ol view [oeae noomconscloeadce razziher ed SNeara garmes
rreernseen s, aen] wlere the belacior of XNegr worstipers, moso fac
as prosenk Juta perrnit zny geaerabization, s aolizsgueballe frem
that of heir white felfnw wezzbers. wither & oswuddy oo che celi-
gious life of Cathalic Meprocs w the Uiniied Seanes clsew here 1han
in Lewssiana aould eveal syncretiszs il i accond with odficial
thvalegr and ritual cannot be szl vetl sucle 3 stode Las been sale,
Stmbiarly, lifteremces betwers Negoews aned wliles who belong e
these more restrained chucches i the minutiae of helics and ritaal
practices arc not know n—and need not he stadied, wndeed, onel far
more materiaks aee m hanl rencemmng e chincekes 1had represent
greaicr deviatieng leaen eng joviky Qoactic.

3

At thic point it is eseemtial to sumenarize in greater dedail than
iy aue earlier diseassion 1he [oems of belied aad ritual that exise in
West Alricn, sl 10 Fllow fhis sommary with @ Swici nuchie af
the tramsmutation hese fortos Have expegisheed in the Maw VWorld.
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It will be well to bear twa points meomind when coosidering this
suimmary. o tle Rrse place, the generghzzations made coneeroing
the essential aspects of the religion of most Megroes of the Tnited
States are wsed as points of cenparative reference. Secundly, slress
t4 laid oo the cuter forms of TL'1]E:'I£II.15 expressinn ranher than om
inner valees and belieds. For, as will be seon, while Christian doc-
teine by o theans escaped change az it passed into Negro hands.
the st striking and recognizable survivals of Afvican selipion are
1 these behavioristic aspects that, given avert cxpression, are sus-
eeptible o Teimterpretation io terms of a new Uwology while sclain-
g their clder established farms.

In ihe region of Afrca feom whieh the shoves swere pmncipally
drawn, the outstanding aspect of celigion, pored by every writer
whoe has deall wilh liwse peoples, @5 3 inlimate reladion b the
daily routd. The Eocoes of the aniverse, whether they werk gocd
or evil, are ever ar Tand w be consulted in time of doubt, 10 be
tnformed when crocial steps are to be taken. and te be asked for
help when protection or aid is needed. Lhas, while it i cuite in-
forreet oo deserile the celigion uf the African as essentially hased
om Bear, a3 has altew been done. the very nearness of the spirits
means that theic reguirements must be carcd {or as continanusly
abtid a5 enascigotiongy as the other practical necds of Tife. Coll prae-
ticea, erelore, Tigve thedr hombleet expression in indisideal wor-
ship., Sacred tocalities do exist, and pricsts hawe their social and
religiows functions to perform, but in the final analysis the sapqoe
betwesn & perscn and the invisible powers of the waeld are Lis
awi ielinle copgern, to be given over into the hands of an
mutsider otly i tmes of special need.

These less furmal modes of worship are, howeter, 20 mnre than
& hepinning, Inr everywhere organized groups cxist which, lecase
i the spkcial triming given their members, are regaridel as wowed
toe dbe service of particolar spiits or deities. Such groops ordi-
narily inchile leaders—privets. that iz—aml followers, whose com-
petohce varies with the degree to which they ane permoitced ac-
quiuntahee wirh the czoterie knowledpe necded o give arleqguate
service b fhe poed who is the chjecl of devolion. The group may
e & farmily affair, and the pod may in reality be 3m ancestor o
important . bis worship has been waken over by the community
at large. Ritnal mar be strictly followed o mav be more or
less prnprovised @ the priest may cxercise the ¢losest control over
his folfowers or hig position may depend on their pleasure ; membee-
ship tself may be fixed or foctusting; 3 given devoter may be
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vowtil 10 HLe -e"'!-u']l.l.'ii'.'{' -5.{'1".1-:: i_'.-f h! Einglq_' 5'|:|ir'i1_ CL TRl wnr:ﬂ'ﬁl}
a mamher of thee Bot evergwhere the proop s essendially Jocal

character, gl che organizatinn of relicion oo biile 5 aever
sov LUy kenin it alie concral nd 1he prmcipal, or ehles, i spurit-
ually mnst podent gricsl swkogwlelpel as the bead of 2 pgiven cult
ehlemds leyaenl e roash o s '|;||"|'~1:|1'.:|.| il ey ; 'r.'l.rl_'|_'.'I ey,
Lewvand conlyal ol Tis o |_|;|,'r1i|_"|,;|i|.r LTI

Bagnal 1z i) on wiersiip that expressey ibself 3 gong anrd dance.
with peessegtinn by the pod pi the supreme celigious cxperience.
Uipler poesession the woeibiper, wlio 33 eitier ore of che inilatc
ar iz pessesaed byoa deily wha 1hs 38 Gelicved to cxpress a desire
bor Jawe ehis ielisithazd as o serevioz, merges his slenliey in el of
the gred, Tesing rantre]l af hee consCome facslies el knawiog
reifling ol what e des undil Te cemes te himselEs This pbaaaon-
SR .||1' catstandings manifesration of West Alrican relsrion, iz,
For all irs Lyiterical guafice. Ty an mcans andizeplined. On tite
comirary. 10 cvery et definise Tales gavern the sioacious mader
whivh e is e b experieree], the Teleevior of Uhe fusis i puerscn
shile nztler Ahe sqell, vl mzminer 110 wehich he s oventzollod Ty eleose
i autharity while peesessed, aned Tew S 32 10 be caren] Tor oas L
carnes dcf o1 His welruTe.

Brosvession i< evervwhere 3 social phenomenon; il is io this,
imdes]. thar it difers mesl sinaingly Tress the possesssen ol 15mn-
renu hody mon, whose visicotion by Ty spicitas o Cetivacl™ and
Mg sl iing matahile conman tehginess esperience. osinmaily
et wlen ey wre aliowe, Aneeng Ahe Alvvass, soch privaee™
prmsdssion s uokncown. Ao piven cloct o ad the deann, 1the e o
A rtle, simgtings andd Tugrodelagpings o woekinmas aee aliest vaeahly
eseenlia! a8 peessescion o te omene ancl the cdevndes ol unstatile
emntianal quiities whoo by lamseld. may become unsctiled and o
intn A oaesskien Presents an whiusual case. A5 a eile, osieision
cates ool osome coremaeny where a follewer of 4 gond 3w wnsed
by the singoaeys, cdateing, and drmeming of 4 gronp af whickh be s
a thoenlier ) ahe god “romes tn his head,” e inagy copmcinsness,
Twcnrres {ha -:']E-il,:.r, apd owrnal Es relense clamaeaes gr ]:-|,'1'1'|;r|111 wlker
the Ewsnivn of the gpitit whe has Laben possession of Tem.

Im these parts nf the cliving ares where possesswen has heen
studicid, the motor behasior of these possessed ic consistent e 3
refifarkalle degree, Whether o perean is merely o dewstec whio las
Do expeerbencing a goeneralaed fecing nf restlesamess Tor soeme 13cte
precerling the certmony and is thus ripe Boe e Vwisn ol e god”
ar has heen designated by the leader of s geoup as the oecipient
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of thrs attention from the deity, the worshiper te be possesaed he-
ginz by clapping lia lands, nodding hic head. and patting his Tee
i time bt the ehvelen of ehe drums. In B his hehavior resembles
that of 1he athery pregent, but Le scon 35 e be distinguished by
the 'l.'igl.':lr uf s mievements ans] the: :":.'-;.51}' aml sernalencas af lus
gaze, Hes motions become mose ool rpoce emphatie, waiol, still
in his place. his bead 35 thrown [rom sle to side and by anns
thresh shout him. Finally ke dashes into the cemter of the cleared
space, where he gives way to the call af bis god s the most vinlent
mnveeticnes conecivable—running, eollizg, falling, Junping, spin-
ning, chimbing, awd Tater "Malkivg o lengees" and groche sving.
As time paes on snd b Jesls the ministrations of ffe one inocarge
of the ritval take effect, be subsides and jvirs the dincers. who
always move about (he Jdancing eirele i 2 counsercinckwise diree-
tina. [m 1hiz case, his release Tro the spell 46 grachsd; sumliws,
Boweser, lus fenzy contitues unalabed undil Be Tals inoa Tione, s
remaver] by thase alean himy and evenlally refurns g the danging
space 0 resume his role as spectacor. Enoevery case, howeser, e
drumeoets most cordinme 1 ead the chvthen uf the gox] nnal all
thoze onder the spell Twve enme tn themselves; ctaemwize, heiz own
spitits might not petumm aod toe consequences would be diszsirens,
FI:I.I.'”IEFI:HII'.ITE;'_ T ||r||1'|'|rr|ir|g L} 5.|-f‘:-[| :|.|'|'r|:|'|_:-||_',.'. the allen r]:lrlgl.'rlms
positions o which those possessed find thersselves, high i a tree
of atap a ruel, Tor @eample, wogld cigee them e smfer harm,

Lo all 1his eegion, persans worahip oz they have inheriod, o
te whom ther have been vowwed at birch, or wha have expressed a
desire It thetn i o alecann ae by ozt peesessiime Tocall roses,
however, it §5 necessary e ave acdequate Itaining in order properely
toe wurehip @ spirit, The perenn vnder pozsessien Bar e f2:t 1ime
maves awkwacdly in onzipanisnae Dy fhe o] kg of the
imitiate ; the novice 15 overwlelined by Tz ematiooal aypoeticns and
efly Wil tine altaing the complete release that oreves to the
seasoned cult member. Correct P_r-u:n:cdun:n al all kind:, sl o ko
ing the soags L sipg Tor une's wod and the damees ta dance in his
limnr, aaurd dwnw to gape with ofhers possesssd by the god, as well
a5 more esoteric facls concermng the desy and s asaocaned divine
ities are taught a candide in the training he receives befare he
ran boeome an active member aF loeal religings groups. It 15 during
thiz initiation pérind that he also learns the meaning of e strange
syllables, akin tie “speaking in fompgnes,” that 2 devoree uvicers undar
possesgion and which, when interpreced, furn out to be 8 prophecy,
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Lr A mrra aTe, ar I tia o 1.||."i1|1 T"i'Ei*-'. aroany n'|- t'hn-:.{' nt'htr
eatters wlneh cungern the pods when 1hey come o eartl.

In some pattz ol 1he area—in Thaotoey, amonz she Yoraha and
oflize Migeran irdes and, 1o ceradn stza<ure. on e Gold L nest—
e new alevorze undergoes aegoal acelusion Curtig his eraduing.
Wilnaler I20a as Pree e 11 ke |'4|.'||:|-:'| awred Ly e nceesh eovnen b
sarl ap e haegs of gvailible data, Yer weaching ghoere magap b,
wlgcher Eommad nroinfermal, Gor ic i as diangenens for @oinan
Acrica o booeme pugacsanl I Tea ped weithout proper keos edge
af b Lo cope wild ienas i i chdelt b lee a Jull-Aedzed wendher
af & “Frinidad “zheating™ cliaech wilbout havay gone thaouell 1he
'_-'nu-._r'-".'!:'u-_"']-fwinrl sl el Tibe ol Twymism

Crrigim jredapeores o prsEesanenn may e el ot ol fiesthand es-
pericnes —<ee cf o as wet unpo®icshed. and &l comgaradide @
it ey tepresent sl feadivgs of the sz observers, The st con-
crrns Al wlienc s ooy 1he AsTants cf che Condel ek, 5er-
lerrnenl gov caazinnen the groels e discove e cestain evil agic izonliling
1 peeple ef the remete vilage where it wos hehl The ool ag<ern-
Bl b wonch (e corenpmy was o large that it a'miosn coaneletely
eniu=e che tectinzular Sdarcing sproe whomeinn hse whe were [1115-
Avsevtl vl az Lhe spoails alirccosl, 2 one sile were e drinmssers
atul sabipezss Tl aeven s, vattles, and wler percos-izn levices
avp v se steseele Bt Ahon s the [e'rll|l|‘l LEER I A L TR R L

1 owalliend
mar, whe abse acvempmmied Sheie sasging T Taoelelasping that
warchu] the Lisic rhvtline Froan nisse a0 vy, ose posaan o an-
ot er wenld eet e woal” oo frean Ty et seal renta the cenler
cil b circle, O woeman aeed 1he cripeste, gt she cnisct mweoving with
e createst Gibeuliy, et alwenns in tiime wilh the heat of the
arms A cthe aftorewer wome e er ability 1o @l abean priduasly
i:|:'.||1'-:|1.'-.'||—'l_|rh'. with v gt ol 3 cralele tieeel vitsy o osliele, matil, as
e i Bz cooome ool e sl s theew ovew this away,
el wily q e, dinereed 'l.'i-\..ll':".ll.l}' willienad Ahy spcs.

Varione PUTENTS Came 10 tlisn 5‘:-:'-&‘-11"-.‘-1._1]. |-:||r;'|:'|'i1'.|; Swosnre thearn
In =inree r3=os miante weore Tl rhor I|1|:-u'|'|i'r'it:-: whhee honl eewne= to
the heatls of the damcer: eoiphe blese them. The atteodie ol the spec-
tators was af coocernal intercst—bul a5 alwars Juzimgy ritwals @
Advcivan ponlz, e sanctiwations hehavior that is assoeiaded with
Enrvgemt seligioar caetelos was quile ahzent. Thee was a 1agk to
h: m.'l_'l:1||[:-'||h'|||.|| .;|||-'_= I:||t' ;_ul-:h T '::-'."il:l.E hl:IrII111I'I11L:i| ||_'.-' 'I||-E' |'|1'-:'||:|HT
syecialisty 1o perlenn teir wock Sqeciagors were 1lierefore free o
enjew themizves nr, where che appartiunity effered, 1o prodt 71om the
preseses ab a spinz by havingg 2 cequest transmitted bo i
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Tenzion heightened ; wagre persnng joaom)l 1he entps of singers,
mnre nsseised uacers were in the circde Tezerved foe them. Fhe
chiel praest himsel] Tacame possescanl, and stallosd alout spenking
whitdelligilly, Suddenty, afier several hoors. a sumbser of 1Te pac-
trpnts. including the prmcipal figure. dashod at full speed throagi
the crewd and througi the viliage wntil they reached a point o the
bunk of a stecam a shont distance oocside it. There they bepan to
g, and, suom after, o oshaur went up fram those watcling them,
The evil Maat hac been degpring the commun®ty [iad heen clisgoverod ;
now stop cunbil he faken segainsl i especially sinee e geaver fal
grals that had Jecated it cenld be cailed on 1o solEEy 11 capaciny o
wark harm. As these who had made the discovery rurned 10 the
dancing ciecly, thie pesszzsed devotees danesd even micre vigucoasly;
a stgn that ahe spirits were pleased a1 what had heen accompiisied,
The dromming and zinging continoed, bt the climax bad been
reacked ; ore after another the gods “degarted™ a5 their devotees
suhsided, coning o themaclves gradually as their rarcing stopped,
nT going inte the pacterned Eaint which siacked the cml of theic
EETEHATE - '

We Ty nnw v e the Sew VWasld 1o Bl i the seepy by whiach
thas waraldn of the Alreian pods, with drame aenl ralhle s well a3
suang, andd withmat e vivgal peeonterrments of Christian charches,
wrre transmled into the forms of Megro relgimes gractice jound
Enlay in the TTnved State: We may Arst comsuler Dutch Suians,
where worship doth ameng the more African Bush Negroes and

son g the el grroup, leng in coatact with FBuropean culture, has
Teen described, Belerenos mar be made o the published descoipticne
of waorship by the former people®™ withoot repeating tinee descrip-
tions here, sance che ghysiead sortang of the hwsh, and the freedom
of the people wo indalge their religious emotinns withowt imner lerence
from 1he whites whenover the occasinn calls for i, makes their
practice essentially that to ke encountered i3 AW est Afraca iescif.

In ltaramaribo, howvever, regulatinns af the colonial gosvae nasene
have made Sfacultics for the ioflowers of non-Christian cols.
African-lke ecremosics are oo be wirncasol, hougl 1his is perzailded
wille soane tclwclance and s pasahle ooly ab eetladn seasous, A
deseriprion of the manner of pesscssion by one of the gods win
“came'’ 1o such a ceremony miay be quoted:

Uhe mext zeanfi callsd was {he desy ai the cronss-tads, Lede As the
drume pla_:,-{'r'l an:l 1he singing liegan anry, wrveral [T rans, wla were
seatel, began 2o treimbic Uheir erembling began with the agitation of
the luwer limbs, wlter which the koees Tegun o shiake, This wan fol-
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lawed T 1T wpuiverie e i Lhe liceals, 2l PwectrTiagy o Ll =hcnlelers, ool
e hesl The fieval l.':'-:|'-ll.'.‘\..-\.i-|:| was Umb af g [=rsan in o 1Rnee. Ther
eyes were Ditlier shul of they stared Blankly, and 1l muscles were set
ara lense. As the drwmong and singing conctued, e Tewls af dese
W wete exZ00enring prssession bogan b shake apitnecly aml 1 roll
From side wosides and inoalis st ey maies] themsslves Srom Sheir
aearts, and sank back azaing Ag ebe ewitching anel ieembilinge and roling
af the Tt lwcame mare amel georc witaleatl, i Trien:] gt pe'asive seated
frsirly Eagonnes wha were heenming peeseseer] sraighened the head-
kerrlizebs whicl. were Ly now askew, 1f 1he rerwoms were wonsen, snd
helped tlarm back 40 Uiy seas, Froan time to tme a0 exclamacion issued
fromy thsir lipgs. & shout, o groan, ot werds spoker. rapidlr and onintel-
iy, They were speakg the secrer nguxe af the wiwtl. Ay sheir
mvemenls inereased inoanlenee, 1he arms wers thaown alooe ao that
anwoie SiRbing cexl fan presossed man ot wonssn wan sloack. The jeeb-
i mesvensends of the head were sepealed witl preater an:d p-cater foes
ety natil the ek wcemwed o e otelinge alent nn tae sl mrs.
Whear the one whnowas going Theoust thess swvesnent: of prssession
with 1t 13 the froim T, reeail was norle = ihat teere wguld he no
ubsticle i Fis way wien he coshe] Sorward we the datce-cleasing

Ian el comnstal area of Cuiana, e Tehavine af the dromrmers and
sigers Wi accinupany e pesst saed aleeers s alsost lentical wich
thied witnessol o West Alrica, The sarse selaxed maovemenes of 1he
faigers as the droswmers sormetimes even ples rhytims identizal with
Wiest Sfrican beats oo 1L alrmeheisls, e came swaging nf 1he
beeadies B the singers thal makes of ther singing itseli o Jdaoce, and
the zame zupped hands wille which the clapping a5 dene, 2B 0238y b
the mmanner in which tlese deecondarts ol Abriea are L ropuaing
mator habis carreed 3 1he homeland o their ancestors. There s
likowise it Elerenve Terweer 1o tw regacds—ir, Tor that mats
Per, T swen 1 1 Copser 1o el wlial is Tovmed bl 1T niated States 'srout-
i choeches—in e meaning o suel arike Tor Lhe pacticipants.
Tming, the solution of practiczl sdiileeuliie., proetecton from the
Tiages ol evil gperative Tere and wow s e wmediacy of he eads
Telfeqten] 1 the wurds of sonps anad du ke sapnlications 19 the gods
nnrln be dhe atsitwdes shown b prayees and sermons leard i Megrno
churches of thiz cowntry.

Yer in Taramaribo, where the fasce deccribed in et ple pms
eerpt quntsd was observed, Chiisibeoity s 3 functiznitg #leasient ib
the life nf e Xegeacs, & faree proporticn of Hese who were inoat-
tendanee al elis cercoumy were professing Chedstions, baprized
members ol the Morgvian or [atheran or ofher sects, and as often
as het, Frequem alteodants at cliarch, The Mepzoe: of Maramaribo
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recogmime that it is impertant to hive such an afiliation. sincd a
baptizmal cedificate is often requested when a joub s sought, while
it s casier for a chilil wha has been baptized to be arcegded o a
schoal than ane whn has 1ol thos cbraced lristianig,. We shall
encounlet the saame phenomenon eleewhere n the New World o
raler inatasees of the pialalite shown by the Negro in the face of
situations beyond his control are given: a plialidiuy which, as we
have seen, 5 manifested mm Africa self when the gods of ather
trethes are taken cvcr and incorporated into a system alrearly anon-
tegrated whesle, In Parswacbo his traditon s teady at hand
wliereby fol% corifinae 40 worghip ancestral pods while kelonging to
Clirialing charches Bor oproctical repinns. In other Frotestann New
World conntrive where tle proselvlzeing drive as been maee in-
sistenit, Christianity has prevatled to a preater extent; Buanl even im
siach loca'icies only at a cost of substantial concessions to Adrican
P nf warship and ni ceincerprelztions af belief within the frame-
wirrk of CTirializan thenlngy apsd mitgal,

The eccomcilialinm ol pagan African amd Cheslaan Belie! ap-
proaches eqnality by in Cartholie counbrigs, m thase oakes, such a3
the caeem o Haati, carried on wtside the church, Catholic theoligy
and retual are too fixed to give Tise to the vaciztion characteristic of
the type of Negro Christiamty eogendered by Frotestantism; in so
far az Megroes participate in the activities of the Cathaolie Ohareh,
they st eenform e standard praceice. But in those Cathobie cnun-
tries where adequate tepocts ace availohle ™ eaperiaily Hani, Cuba,
aodd Hrazl, it is plain ghae oMeial Catholivagan anly pactinlly subinhes
the beritnes wf Afraem religiogs tradiions, gust as the tpe of
Frotestantism peactice:d hy the whites in Duech Guisina or the West
[nelies e the United States has regqoired adaptation te serve theic
gevd: ¥ The Jifecence recognized by the peosle themeelves berwern
the Cathehic Cligrch and theze sects i=, however, not marched in the
Llnited  Stater and other Protestant countries, where Baptise or
Metbirlist churches. whatewer fheir Tocal Iabits ol wieship, aes
Baptist or Methedist, 20 that not until a genep gaves avet e pame
ttzel b does it become something distinee.

The numerous rezemblances v be discerned Letween Brazilian
practices and thoze of all cihes parves of the Wew World and Wes
Africa are exemplified in the phagrapks eeprodemead by Tamns ol
a filha do sawde, a Tilavghtes o the szint,™ as an initiate of 1he
Tetish ¢ull is ealled. The vecy term uzed 1n Brazil for such a person
eonsiitules an imporeant cartespondence with West Adrica, on the
otie hand, as ellusirated by the designation voduxm, "wiie of (he
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god " applied Lo 2 cult inibiate in Dabomey, and with the Uniged
Sreples, on the ollier, ag seen in relatiomship between the ~sanctified™
and ther Ged inmosuch a seot as the Choech of Ged in Cheist. The
women depcted in these pholegrapha, an physual type and manner
of dress, sv closely resemble perzons 40 e socrontered 0 United
States “shoating” churches that they musd be 2eeny Lo ohitaim the full
cffect of the comparison. The motor behayior depicted i thege cepeo.
ductions, jurchermore, links YWest Afcica, oo the ane hand, am] spirit
praiossion in Marth Ameoican MNegee chorches, omoalie other, in
ytntliztakable fashuon.

Berause of the owerwbelming adherence to Protestancism of
Megries in this coantey, hivwever, the sigeificance of what iz found
an these Catholic connitries 35 1nd as preat Jor comparative urposes
where Nepro celigions belavice wn tie Tnited States is 1o be as-
sesscd as are the date from mach Prodeatent cegaons as Dhaeeh Grojang
or Jamaica o Trinidad Trmolad i especially impaoreant ao this vons
nection, sinee o this island the garmst eung Eeoms culls a5 African in
their forn: of wirshap and theology 23 anything to be cnoouncered
in (ioiara or Ifaxi or Brasl to a foamed Predealactsm among the
Wegeoes that iz 15 “enrrect” in its observances as Negro Eniscopal
or F'resbyterian or other more cestrined churches i the Thhaled
Rapes. Ciratinns to Lnese datn in published form eannot de made at
this lime, inasmuch as the field malerial was only gatlered i 10309
Spueeifieally, religions cestom in Lrinidas varies Trom the conmpletely
African Shungo cult thrumgh the Baptist "slamtees™ [(whe are, 1na
sense, au “underpround” movement, since they are proscribed by
governerent orcdinance . gl Fernpreas-like grogos afiliated with
Moravian, reshyterian, Seventh-Day Adventsst, Chorch of Ling-
Tand, and Carkolic dennmicbalaring

It t2 unnecessary to deseribe the Shanga colt procedores o 2y
deta], since, esvept For certain celatively aminge aspects, ter dupii-
cart eorrespandingg ites that have boenw shetched as found in Acrica,
i, Hadl and Braxil, The smpottance of the [ucal growp iz as
apparent in thiz cult as in these ather areas, snd the rate of the priest
12 1Taae af ehe leader oo Adrict. 1Mtz aod eagifes aml somg Lring on
violent possezsinn of the classtcal twpe, scoompanied by the same
neagndent dancing thal ciarks the woralip of Afcicon guds wlier-
ever ey “roeanat” theic devotees, Tn one respect this cole leans more
Lrewatd Lhe Megro practices in Catholic coyndeies thap i Prevestant,
for these folk make the same identifcations between African gods
znd Cathelic saints that occor elsewhere in regions where the Church
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hicrarchy of zpiritnal beings is remterpreted in terms of African
‘nature pods.

The maost revealing scgment of Trnidad Negro religooms 1ife is
that of the Baptist “showters" who, on casual mspection, wonld be
regarded merely as more imlividualistic adherents of that Christiam
gect, The "ahonters” thernselves distinguish owo types of Laptists,
howewver, the “catnal™ group, wheeein 'shouting™ s oot counte-
nanced and a greater depees of decomram exizts, it enay be 2aid, 1than
in Megro Baptist churches in the UTnived States : and their awn group,
the “spiritual” Daprists. They were outlawed By an ordinance in
1917, astersibly becayse af the disturbances these groups creaced in
(heic fervor, bt probally 9nomnre reliseic terns bocause of the
understandable need felt by ¢he more coventinnl deneminations ta
counteract the incuads these 'shouters™ were raling inin fheie fol-
lowing. They stnkingly resemble the carly Christians m their oo
munal ceoperativeness. in the measures they rake to exact dizceplins
and mnrality witkin theic nwe groups, and in the gentle nonmesistance
with which they gersisl ibcarrping o despiea 1he cdicts amainst them
and wlit they repard az constane (orsecutioon eesulting from enforce-
ment wl the law which makes them wubject o Erequent raids and
fires ur jail sesenced,

When nitially wisited, mestings cf (s sect weem w difler bl
little frem services in chuceles of the mere decorons dennminativns,
the ooistanding thing akout their ritwal being the devotion of the
oommunieants (o the " Rankeye,” as they term songs fram the Sankey
and Mopoady bymnal, which they koow in enccmoos numbers, with
every verse 1n each somg memnotized. el cven at frsc sighe certain
aspecls al theiv lumble mecting places are apparent that, differing
froem wlhal i fowndd i moee snvetional Christian clhiuecles, gl anoe
strike the eve of the Afeicatise. Markings in while ¢halk oa the Aoor,
at the duoes, and aroumd 1he eenger pole are remimisoent of
the so-called “verver™ designs found in Haitlan wadun cicua’s. The
presence of 4 large bell, the ritual impertance of the central peost, and
other elements i the boilding complex comprise furiher of these
deviations {rom costomary practice in the direction of West Afriean
ritual.

Ag ane becomes better koown to the membesship, more variants
are petrnitbed toocome to light. A period of initoacion e nooplices,
talled “tararning” hate a2 dn 1he Negra chotches ol the United
Skates, sappcsls the gechesicn of novatiates i Adricand e period
af peolaling tdekpone by candidates foe metnbership in 3 Haitian
vedun ult group,. The incidence and character of the nisions "seen'
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by these people are as eeminiacent of Abrican 25 nf Furopean tradi-
uon, but the manoer i which baptizmal citvals. bepun ax decnrous
Baptist mestings, twrn wota shouts” is not at all Furopean, The
soquence characierizing chis process of tojecting legally tabooed
Africanism: nte approved Christian peocedore iz condensed in 3
eecording, nuads in Teanidad, al the singing nf the “Sankey™: " Jesos,
Tewer 0d sty Soul™ The sony Teging in s eonventional form, sung,
if snsthing, with accent en the Jupubrions medsured quality that
marks hymns of 1his type. Adter cwo or thres repetitions, hoewever,
(he tcmpo qoickens, tac rhytim chanpes, and the tune is convested
nto A 2oy brpically Adrican in s aecompaniment of clapping fands
and Bunt-patting, sud in ets singing svle. AL ghan s Je s ol the
ociginil hymn s the basic el wlaied, ag @ ronstant gwlerogrrent
to the variztions that pla aboot e, comstdules e anidvimg element
in iz amazingly ilominaring muse.

The chamge 2o Blaplisn zitnad to the Ariean-live shot™ doting
4 giwen servier s rradual, lor as is often the caze in Africa itseld,
gven he Jeader daes nat Lnow when the spicit wilt cumie and posses-
s1on will oorur. Bestramd, m e Furengean <ease, iy roign For g
bhok- or Two after che begioming of a Sunday night coremooy, as
actually was thee cise ot least <eveeal services visibal Bl gnonee
or lder e vescraint is hroken—anless, hat iz, 1he serviee is nne
where no “shontine™ can be indnfped in because of danger Trom the
Frl:ll]n:-q_'—un-;] Hiem the scene qurns dnte one entioedy comganalily o
lnse wwitoessad i West Afriea ot o e New World wherever
Aricam patterns af woership have Teen preser ek, Tivems amd raoles,
Faarbiadlen o Cledstian ee. are watacelly absent, ot the defcicney is
compenrated fae by handcapping and e imgrovisatiens of thythm
[.‘Iki!l'h: thir Tieeem el g vewend ' |:|11:|-;1-I"|l._[|,'|:.'-'_;1:||:|:|-_|'|1:||:'|:'|" sbfeT 3 1he hass
by men who have the power necdad te make theic canteibotion heard
alave the blanket of choral singiog. Possesson i3 pregent in foll
vigar, with mmly the African clenzenr of the Jance lacking, thowgh on
pccisina even this i represented 1 che manner i wlich “patting'
the et isoalane by the perant possessed. Shoes are cemnved Tecause
af Dibleal preeepe ; quite unrealized By those who praecice this ous-
tom, e alsooio oocordazoe weilh the Adrican eaneng of pond Eaon
tn daneing. Neemegons ather detasts which indicate how this sect
afferds msipht into the way i which Adrican and Forvpezn pracs
tices Tiaws Lien reconciled eauld he pavan were spaes 1 et These,
Buwever, mast await the publication of the coplets data, when it
will be demnnsteated how this Eaptict “shouting™ sect in o direct
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reinterpretation of the Shango onlt, and thos leads immedintely into
relafingsbp with a ull-blown Afrcan religivus costum,

4

Ar manifestations of African recligion nre thus systematically
traced, the nepleet of 3¢ many students b allow Tor the Adrican past
in the explacatieny they offer nE aberram element< in Mogee religions
behaviar tn the Uniterd States is seen to make & sorry chapter in the
history o zchelarly prscedure, Mot all students have refrained from
taking Africa into eonsideration, kowever, and Puckett's analysis of
Megro rehgious beliefs is outstanding in this respect.™ It is pozsible
that the difftculty has in many cases been a semantic one for, as this
author remarks:

The mere faue 1thit a people frafesr to be Christians does oot neces-
garily mean that ther Christianity s of the same 4ype as our own. The
wiy i which a protle interpror Cheislisnt dacerizies desenda larpely
upan Cheir scealat cunams and theic dradieaona of the post. There ie an
iofinite difercoce Retween the Christiavity al the MNarch and Zawls i
Anterica, Telween thar cf cily atnl country, belwden thal ol whates aoud
ca'nred. dge in the mina b their diferent meeles of Tife anrl serial
backgmiwmds, Most of ket the Wepre ontwardly arcepis the dos.
rines of Chrigtianity and ws on living accerdirg to his own conflicr-
ing secular mores. Lot sometimes he enlarges opon the activitics of God

1o explain certain phenomena not specihcally deslt wich in the Hely
Seriptuves

This cunfsicn, when added o 5 eelactunde to admit the presence
aof Alrcan elements in Negro befavior in the United States. has
made bor the uncritical acceplanc: of a lal=l as a zubstitute for
investigatian, and hac resulied eilber i a tendeney to overlook the
deviant rypes of behavior marifest in Negre chucches or to refer
them tn wkite influence. That the African past muost ke facluded
wnder Lhe rubric "teaditinns of the past,” whether these fcaditions
are held avertly er net, berames appareat when the religious halits
ol Nﬂgf{lﬁ's i the Caftibhran 2nd Sauith Armerica ace puchered to
both =znd: of the scale whose oecdtal poction they comprize—to
Adrica, the aborignal hrme ab all 1hese vatieties of religious experi-
ence, un the one hand. and to the UTndded States, oo the other, whers
the greatest degree of accollumsiion to Buropean norms hae aken
place.

The impartance of extending oot conception of the traditional
synchions of Negro behavior o as to include the African past tuay
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be docemented by indicating ane ar (wo points where ascriptions af
origin arc open 1o serion s challenge, just hpeaose of Tadiure to realize
the strength of tlos tradiven, Inoour fiest notanee, indecd, oot only
hivwe Megry patterns frum Africa been perpeinated, et ere s a
stromg prolability that these pattesns were themselves o imporiange
m grving 1 the whites just that traditien winch, armang Nepenes, s
customarly aseribed o white nflocnce?! The protlem of desivalen
referredd to concerns Amerieac revivalisel, Are Besmo Vshoues™ dus
tn the capindtire of thewe penple 10 the white cevivalist movement 2
O i while cewdvalizn o elles nd those Alricaszisms in 2egro he-
havioe whicl in & particnlir kind of soeial setting, lake the Eorm of
hyeleriaf

A reservation of some importznce most be male inoear peesent
ertsileralinn, While the impulacs of a traditional past play their
pact in anflucneing such & phenpmenon a: revivalism, the special
arietilaci:n of 1de Tosal scere s likewise important in developing
aspects if the inaigzion which, sesulting from conoact, are onlike
anelnge imothe srginal coliores, Henee, whether Megeoes horsowed
from wiilcs or wonites faoam wegrnas, in dhis aor =iy ather aspecl of
calture, it ust 2l avs he sernctolere] lat e horcowmg was aeser
achicvi] wrhond resolam chiazoe s o hiteves was oo e, ool
ek Btion, withmgs incpirsding elesies w hich caiganane] mohe
new habieat thate as mech as aopthing el give the sew Torme 35
distinclave ety

We may newy turn b the amalysis af cetrain statenents mmade to
cxplaan the reigioes hyseeria of Negroes in the Tnited State:, Arse
covscleringe the ennclesors ol KB lavesn, wlhaze dat: an Serro
cnles Bivee slready Teen ke ab scome emplle o prrociding pases

Taea snzifrant Gheervatioms seem Lorly drbfnitely estaldished as
resuh of Urs stody Toew are first, religioue el Tehavier, commonty
Jesizne gl o= |'|;|rl|i:|1|ar|_1_,' ,“'\.’r;rr-.-urlI conril Lo comslmienl w1 nabure
ar funclim, ‘nogpite o b presalenze. g oz anal clararierstic. And
sacanil. as long as any proup of peop's. irrcspechive of Tace, ronsinues
e la'ne wieler conditions of cooaomnic, =acial, and cuctbural dicadrvaniage,
suffwiernly aonte Lo fecessilale coumionndly cornpensabery Eorses of re-
aclicm on A conparalively leepe seale, manifestztions of velipous cult
lwhavior, as bave beon cewealed :nothas seedy, well contionse v esisg oy
|'||:r'|'.;|'|'\-=_. h nt';;:-ll::i'l.'l.' alernicwl o the sonte%l ol aur COnlEm iy Arer-
ican cullare 8

The hrat priganeitine in 1his quetation is 1 pood example af 1hat con-
Tesion conwcerning biological awd coltwral cavzatiem whach, os Ty
heen printesd aat ot /e aperitg of this woel Y Tas serichly bandi-
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capped investigaiions inta the derivation of American Wegrn be-
Yavier, The validiy of thes propogilice s obyvicus in anyone whoesy
gragp on the mdvee of cultore 15 lised o aenmainanze with the
many Juta demonstrating the independence o tagion from plysieal
type, and 1he rezoltingr wntenzbabity of anve wssuvmotion of & causal
cennccticn berween the two., The second proposilion. 3 opaas-
Freodian interpretation nd the sotio-cconomiz situation of she Negro,
1% by pow familiar g% ome of e ceplanaseng whieh, something
le<s thim che whole trotl, wid has soffcient yalidivy 15 be peesmasive
by an<d uf irselE,
Proceeding with hiz argoment, this samse student conbreoes:

Mubtwithelngding the renzmrmas analopgien peanked sut, tlis cortem-
prcary relipious cult beluvicr caot justly be ermsilered 28 a survival
n{ '|'|ri'rn'i|:|1.'|- r-:':igir_r.l'r. M1 S esk n= |_'il_|'|::r aming T':I'ﬂ Ot NI any ntlier
peonz. Fre whatever may he ead peparding the colturql carryaver which
the Adrican elaves nrehs Pave hrovght awng with thew s rooaniry
over ‘hree cenforics ago, they have, int the mnst part, e sghmerged
camziecely, i1 nor viroaliy climinated Tiom MNepro e as a result of She
long and thocougl-going pricesses of acculturatwon and A mericaniza-
fiun oo which oy Tave Teen sulaecln] znee Lheir wevisal nn the Anier-
wan vorlingul, Ioosecms Bardly possible, shescfores o pezit any s0i0R-
caed dired conzgeion helwesn the coTbenifarary frizmitiviem and ihe
CORLMMKTATY weEne FE

The asszmption here that the “Negroes” have been in the Tinited
Srares Tor theee condutics 35 ane nf tose points whics, in faer, 5 anly
as true 3 ks relatedl b omcenatle wsplication et oo inpalses from
Africa have Leen regeavarll gnce [arge numbaees ol Toegpows
Erom Adriza were legally recerwed motes country tothe ficat decode of
the ninetesith cantury, and litee 3z contraband untl the outhreak
of the Civil War. That the African elerment had at least 2 mechanizm
for seevival in this constand recruiiment rom the Ol Woreld a5
eomrpleiety lost sipht of in statements sueke as e abose. Bur cven
Mty sefious objectiond are o be registered againgt the conehasions
af the sludy Jecan wlicl hese two Qiuotuacng hawe Been aken, For
the methesd, tepieal oF mnst nd those who discess Africanisms o
Muegee Tife in the United States, 3 ased on what may almost be
termed & postive discepard of matenals from Adrica 1self. w0 say
nothing of materials from other Mepro communitics o the MNow
Warld. What Jones dees ic lo compare the hysterin 20 the Armerican
PepTo cull proups with similar religicng plumomena actang waris
primitive Eolk aver the worll, with pacticolar reférence 1o the Es.
kitua! Tl 'r-q_':'l.:tl.'&ﬂ'lirlg = clear. 11 hax heern charg‘r_d ihat the r:l:linl'-'1'|3|_15
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behavier of the Nepro in the United States is proimitive. The
Africans frame whom the Megrovs are descepded are primitoves.
Esliarng are als g pramitave peeple, The Fskinos aiamfesd religins
lpaterin, Bal this hyateria is unfike that of the Awmerican Meproos
Hence the Amertican Nepro relipious exctement is nob primisve,
Ylence it s oot Adrican.

Frum where, then, Ras this intense emotionabzm come? With
Afriran tradifine raled ot as o causal Tactor, the search mse he
Leat inward finding “mere divect secial and salloral infueoces ghat
might Y respoosable™ And thiy, it orns ot s the camnp nieeting af
the whites. The ematser is pot in these terms, which comprise as gowd
an example as any cther thac mizht be adducec™ te indicate the con-
wentiunal, simplistic cxplanation of Megro religion:

Ciranced that the American Nepro, as 2 frrmer slave, recerved ennogh
ef a basic pactern Lrougl 1he ohservaroe of while cams meroags to
e and inteocduce . wath elig?r mnelifications, inon Tis plantation
charel assoring tiae s owas detmeely adnesed Froem the whates, it
cannel by rlenzes] <l 1he siustiuon wnler whach e Bepro was braogTe
fram Afnca b dhis vty 2 the corclizicass o il teowis vepacel
atier R arrival, el 2k baesis Lo s Teicg parttendo: iy paselalpacd Ty
5|_1:-'.|:i:|'||:'|h|{' ko “Tar Tq':_'r"rﬂi:'-n ani] esarErTdnmn aof rerkiun TAaterns ol Te-
ligious Liekavior be absereed ameng the white majorie ™

Here we apmin meet the famihar tlease—ihe Xegre as a0 naked
savare, whose exposure to Taorngean patterns destroyed albat Gelle
ericlowment of culure he bremaght with Fims the Negro as 3 calture-
lezs man. with kis entire trad tional bagrage imiterd tnthe ftagments
be: tas beer ahle 1o pck up from his white masiers and, becaust of
innale lemperamendal quahties, tn exagaerate’’ them into exuberant
arn] exalic couhlerpiris.

1% lezaa ke 1+ snanewhboar manre reliseie and Tacoes 3z ore {rpr e
i her aperoach whes she considers e peoBlern o derivsdzoms She
abserves:

Blany frature: now comnon i Negro meelings, especially s rural
districts—" jerks,” the “singing ecstasy,” e “ialing exercise,” sisions
—wirre exhibicedl o white religions ravivala oF The eighreanth ccztory,
soed ace soall o Y Botndd ooday, thuagh ar Jess ponerally, among cer-
taim WlHes, Bor jual as the ]"-.'t-'j;ru lis ml’.‘!uml.rr:':l-::-se:ﬂ while !l:.rmng
and inlk Lumes e :-:|-iri'||.1:||-: thit ate difesent Foggeh Ao he consicdered
eccations rather than mesliheatione. so has he made of Christianity
someching wery moch his cwn. 2y against the historical backproond
wlich has Teen zketched can it be appreciatedd ke much bs own, in
cantenl as in adwanisiracion, the chweeh Tas become®?
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What arc the differences between Mepro and white cevivals as ob-
seevedd by tag stuient # They are indignted pa follows:

In confrast fo colored revivals, a large portion i thiz anlience re.
mains unaffected thronghout. merely Iooking cumous. Partivipalion was
coniinel 1o che Eew most active. Among the Negress also there are a
few who come just o iook on. bot the general feeline is (hat the awdi-
ence are alas aclors. There is also a contrast in appeal: the fear of
datmulion as opposel o the hope of salvacion leld owt before. A fuc-
th'-?n lays delnahly dilTerenee seems e 16 an impre.ﬂaﬁi.ﬁn ol greatt—r
rh}rl;'hm ang xs,:r_ml.am;:l.r}' in tle ]'\-.'Eg'rl'tl cewvavgl, oot '.1.'|:||.'|!|:.r acembibed Eer
by the preater gactwcepation of the awdieace. The thythm ol el white
minister's spech was mote halting than 1hat nf the Mepro miniser,
and shaped to a less vigomous melodic line, The movements of the white
cgropaton were mare convielsive and jerky than thase af the WNegries.
This gencral concrast corresponrls to the popufar ferling thas Megroes
have prealer sense of ehychm and preater Ereedem in bodily mevement
than wlhite feopke. Soch toolos diffcrences de ot ecesearily arise f2am
differewses do pliysisal ciakeup, bot way be 10 a large extent socially
conelilinneel >

The explanation of these differences 35 fownd ta e diffic sit—and s
Jiffenln 5E Ihedr haalonric depth is neglected except for the shover his-
toric past ngually ponceded Xegroes, The quandary is well degeribed
by Powderrmaser herself;

Coone can analy speculare about why el Megoors respond with such
itk 1oadiness 1o ahe oppotienicy for this form of dasplay. Tlwere
i toech we T shnd Sorothe Lhoory thal the cepressions coused by tle
imtermcid simation Ao celzel imowneestramesd eelipions behaaor. Such
an exdslindlion i furtial, howevet, Chher [aeecrs, vobravealad by by

shsdy, are st e Y spophd M

The piluer af (hese ather "unrevesled” faonars 34 mace appirent
when i ey recalled ehar e work Trom which tleds seoleoce. am
taben s entitled Afier Freedem; Bor vne Gimnod, ndesd. explain
decp-rooted phenemena of this order by reicrence to the last mo-
ments of Megro experience. Bat it may be suggested, in the hght of
the preceding discuszion of African and New ¥World Negro celigtous
eonventions, that their cavses are not as mysterions a9 i5 inplied.
[ ompatative storly does reveal them as the manifestacions of African
tradrion; a tradition which was strong encupgh not only to hold jts
awn in eoicact with white relipious custon, but alzo in 211 likelidoesd
to make its concrkbution to white religing a5 well.

Certaln forms of white revivalism had vndoubeed independent
arigin, Daveaport, whose work of severa] decades ago o perhapa still
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ithe best discoszion of this queddion, pomts aul that as early as 1734
the "Great Awakening!'' begun in New Foplind under Jonahan
Edwards, spread irvm Malne to Ceorgia during the decade bedween
17ga and 1750, and was the inspiration of the Seatch-Trish seviyal
tn Ulster of a shghtly later perimd. The presence of a soot wf
“jumpers' in Wales in 1740, and the appearance in Bogland of a
sect 0f Fronch Prophers in the carly eighieentn century, afrer they
"had been driven oot of France and had already spread e well-
knewn phenomena of nervowd instahility throwgh Germany anml Hel-
land,"” likewise testifics to e presence of revivalism and hystemia in
reginns remaved feom African infuesece® But these earlier re-
vivalist movemetls alse differed i many respecls foom the camp-
meeting Trenzies ui a fater perivd which, prubaldy more Lan the
Great Awakeniog. laid the foundacions for the mevivals that plawed
sa charzcieristic and colorful 2 part in the cariy history of the Lnired
Mates.

Brefure cnagidering the possibality of an Alrican coolritiiin to
this movement, one element in s selting that has been consalently
overlocked when derivations ace diecuseed mus be mentioned—ghe
tnflucnce of Amertcan Indian custom. The many revivalist™ meve-
ments among the Indians chat have occurred in historic times, at
least indicate the meed 40 Bear i mind the fact ihat amonzs these
pergle o pre-Columbian mcssianie compdex ewicted that facilitated
the rise of the various mcwenients recceded <ince witibe eontack.
That these lalter movements, such as the CGhost Daoce, bave many
Christian elements it to be papected ** Yet the hoterical coirumes
that mark many Iondian cult practices, and the dancing znd singinp
that are imegral parts of thiz worship, make it permisaible to ask
whether a relationship does not exist betwees the e itibgenieu: meve-
tents and bolh white and Megro reiigious developaseats in 1his
country. The fact that this is a msdeer for Botare analesis does not
in any way leasen the importance of he prablemn; thal ic bas hoen
ncglocted by students of MNegro religion is merely another point to
I regacded as diwumeenting e prevalenl altibnle concermng e
sources of anything distinctive in present-day >epen costnm, samely,
that such traits must be referred to the inAvence of white practice.

The Pater, ntost characreristic form of Aamerican revivadian, the
camp meeting, dates from the beginning of the winctecnth cenrory.
Ce of ats most Tamans early manifestations was in Kentocky about
1800, Dhunng the five days of this ""asper Biver'™ meeting

The préaching, praying and sinping contineed almost withaut cedan-
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tign save for 3 Few hours in the carly moring. I was ool until Satuc-
day evening, however, that any special stehteadk of gverwreougle satore
manmdested itself. Then vwo wobien Became greatly sxeitel, aoil ther
fervor was commuaticated Ty eottagion through the whele mobeiiode.
The camp became o hatt lergronnd o] sobs and cries, and ministers spent
acarly the whole niglit in passing Tmo group to group of the “slain

This type of evangeliam hegan four years provious 10 the eeting,
“with the Fev. James Cravford amd others from the Carolinas and
Virginia." It stressed the nawure of the conversion experience and
the need of kunwing when and where the "new binth" had taken
place. At one of the meetings descobed, the hysteria was sn incense
and wilespread that some of the participants Jay wnable 10 speak ar
mwe  sume spubke though they could oot move;, snme Teat (e Noor
with their heels; some, “sheicking in agmmy, bounded about ke 3
Tive fish out of water™®; while sone eolled ower and over for hours,
and others plunged ineo (he forenl 37

A pumber of dtens in the preceding description have dmpretant
bearing on our prollem, For one thing. it s sigoilicant Lhar hege
whe stimulated this oew rmovemnent, which was characterized hy 3
tar greater incicénie of hysteria than s precersor, came Trarm suath-
ern of boeder staies where contact with Mepenes wiag continuous.
The soeial serting of the bysieria that we have seem 10 be sp funda-
mettil in African and hew World Negeo praclice s equally impoe-
bant in the pozscssion bysweria ni hese whites, widle the rolling,
beunding, shrieking, and eurmiog ab<l are all commaon to prasgession
by the gods i Africa. Pocker! gives numerons examples of sdengical
behavior of whilcs al MNegroes under possessine of religious
seizure,*® though in 2 later paper he comes nearer tn the aonventional
point of view by laying emphasiz an white infuence in shapiog its
forme.*®

The contragt drawn by Davenport Tielween 1he seizzres character-
batie of the Tfnited States and the Scotch Trish revivalist patlco i
ehlightesting 1n chat ic indicates that the two forms, theoaph of a
gingle histurical orgin, represented decivatians from dissirnilar hahit
padl lerns

I with io closing to vall attention ko the difference in type ol the
autarnalisng of Kenturky and Ulster. In Keoturky the molor aotema-
Wisneg, the volwintaoy muscles in viclonl action, were the prevailing (e,
allrugh thete were many of the sensory, On dhe atler band, in Ulster
he densery autoentisms, teanet, vision, the physical disaldlity and the
siking of muscular energy were the prevailing type, alrboggh there
were many of the mator. 1 do not mean that I ean explain it 1 may be
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tliae o i Clirern ot Ha!lf:r' arluee]s aal 'I'.:,-'pnrmi.g 'In'r:'nj:hr 1lat h'_'.'
change, cach s own Rell d:ffezent kancle nl Sepinalc plweierngna
wlich, whe known, spread B anatation a1 STe rezpeccive Tocalioes and
wider he zesmeeslivg infhitoes, ~oan Keoluckys el Vie ogarii ol ares
Tanil b chenee sheze apiwce-cd chifferene eypes of pliy <ical manifestaticn
which wuere then unisared ot pespoctive cowng e

Yot thut here, as in an eaclier ciinnon, the pre-Amencan Lraditon
nf Lt Meprncs is anarlbinoma Feirn soems nol anlikaly, 11 is just
o thie Tores of oot behaeior reendarcked oo as charactersic af the
“aterntishs™ oF the [whited FKemmaeky vevivals thar aloriginal
modes =1 Adricio weership are 10 be measkol 0T Eoo e o7 Fo-
rpe. [nothe ow World, exposure of o wihites 1o Mepra proclices
a will a5 ol Negroes to Furapean 1omms of wosslap coald ang Lo
Tave had an inflaenoe co leth geeops, hovwever prome stodents maz
Lo 4 aserile o single divcelaey 10 the process [rm wiites o Xermes
alone, Cerajn dewdls oF Negene velipiens behavior taken over by
whies Tave acloally been remarked. ac wlen Pusken™ comclodes
I:'|1:'|.r rr|-'h||-:-_'5 ol |_'3:|.||E:-i11;; 1|11;~ |1:|.r|-:1r; in4d |_'|ﬁ'||i:l|: e Toer e wng
whitez are to b aseritrl o Negoy inflaence. Whites lad oppur-
Bty 10 learg olzer yodog babits Erom the Megrnes:

Tler shives apzender] these [aecby while canepd wiectanes o Lope aoam-
Ters. o .o The Lime ol meeeimg was the qoeeeal Qi G e =aaimer
Tetween (he laving by aml mdbenng of the i ereces (esactly de
peritul rsl b uae ey Seooakal wite atd polvred cesieal peckngs
arul 1hr monerat walkern al service, rven g Ahe amonerner's Lol o tlie
Freaw of il audilorieny, was renarkebly live tbar Jolloiwcl by aneddern
el Ncgn:n:-:_ Al mennkiin whises s

What, then, are che reasons e jueti Oy eapport {or an hyeothesis
tizat the swehite camp euiiog wad infwereo Ty wrnnact with Xepra
tuliares practices # For onc 1hing, as aae been sawd, che camp
meeting-rewiaiist tracditivn st chatacteristic of thas coanly wrigi-
tated aend had Ws preacest vogue inthe sonthern and bosder seates,
where NI_'grm's ],1:'|1'I,i-:_'i|_|i'|.l:{'|_'| [ngﬂlner wirh i whilpey, .-".E:lin_ 1hia era-
diicn of violent possession azssociaied with these neelnps is far
:oTe M [ricu_n rhiln '|:.'.|:r|:]:-e;':_|.r|. .urn:l |1|:‘|1|:{' 1||-e':rr_' 55 rEi=n kea h-:l|-:] 1||.11.
m parl at least. it was inspired in othe whites Ty his encact with
megroes. Finally, im so 8ar & Segooes are concerned. the diferenees
betwren thér revival mectings and those oF ghe whites dmlay in 1he
WarelEiation of costasy and hysceria, i 1he form of e secvices,
ard 1o The annbules of fommigticants tnward these riles underscore
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!hg__giﬁ't_t:m:gs_ between the worship characteristic of the culiutes
frem winch the ageestors of these twa groups were derived.

Thus we ser how, in assessang the forces that have given Megre
religious hysteria its present-day {orms, and the exient to which
these forges bave shaped corrcaponding medes of behavier anuag
whites, a prollem st Be faced thac is far more complex thin 15
ordinarily recognized, The sarme cancluzion st be reached when
another problem of derivation ying in e Reld of zeligion is con-
sidered. This has to do wih the popularity amorp Megroes of the
Baptist Chureh, which has besn stressend by all stodests af MNeprn
religion. Explaontinns of this fact, it will ke remembered. are
couchend] in teroms of 1he greater demaeracy of e Baptist Crucch
N7 gamiciticd, {he geeater etnotionalism permitied intac scovices of
thix churchy, and 1hat the services af s denamaration are closer to
the requiremenis of hombler folk tran those nd alber meehes. That
the frst two of these reazons iz congenial v ATcan religaoes pat-
terns has already been pointed ozt ¥et neither this fact nor an exe-
planaticn in terms of the socio-cconomic situation of the Negroes
undar slavery 2nd in postslavery davs is of moch a1d in belping the
sripdene understand wiy the Daptist Churech, rataer than autcnosios
“euls,” should bave had such a preat appeal 1o Megroes, or why
devmetinaiinns orler than U Bapeist did so! atieact comparidle
nymmbicrs af iellnwers.

For an answer 1o this question we musl born b baptism by total
immersion, indispensable for affiliation with the Baptist Crorck. It
will te remembered how, earlier in our dizcossion of the religious
patterns of West Afries, the importance af the river cults was
stresaed. Jo was pointed out chat che river soirits are among the most
powerlul of those lnhabitieg ehe supernatural world, and that pricats
of this eult are among the mest power B0l members of tribal proestly
groups. It will he Further recalled linw, in e process nd conniest
wlial a-:‘:crm:p:‘ll:l.il:'l.‘l the .i[l'rc.‘uj 0i the Dabccnean l-ci'rlgiln:_'urll. b mgst
(there being no data on s particulor quont Erem any strer inlk of
Vi'eat Airieal], the 'inlr:Lrl.iige:l.n:: ni the ]:anL-'gl:z il the piver e was
=0 marked that, mare thin any cther proup of haly men, they were
zold into slavery to id the conquerors of eroublesome Jeadera. Ia all
thuse parts of the New World where African relipioos beliefs have
persisoed, mereover, the river eulr or, in broader terins, the coit ol
water spirits, holds an imporiant place, Al this testidies o the vitnlity
af thia element in African eeligiods, and suppores the fonclesion, 10
be drawn Eromy the hint in the Dalosteesa dara, as i the podsilibe
influsnce sueh priests wielded aven s slaves,
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D Al MNew Wersld, where the a*grra:.w [vs eivtizing aclivities
of Protestancism meade e retemsioe of the imer fares n Aoiviean

""-I-Ti”"L as Miffaczlt as e culer manidesndions. the zoes kagical wlap-
tativn fer Ut £Taves 1o o the new situation, ausd g |'||'|"|'§.'---
war b prive their adherener oo thr CheisiZen woct wlhich in its
rilealism miost reserzhled 1he Iy e enE wersip kv e theen, As
we have soen. fie lapter churches Tsol oo swlememseas ormmieseion
thal was o B with the fraditen pd local self=dircetien cempenial
foe A Cracam pracizee. [nochese chareches the slaves ey alwo permirted
Tess restraimen] ehavior a3 e meee seslae denoeinstions, &b
such favtors only ceadel o reindore . imidad predizpositoen of
these Africans wwanl o ocult which, it enphasizing Laglem Ly
traal aarmersion, inade posalle the worsLip ol ehe new seporsilers)
frwnrs in wirs that ot least conlaized eigonrls oot entitely un-
fumiliar.

The importance af e wesoctation, nf water wild vfrican ricoal
may b farthe: decommanted to nelicate its eedama atal claracier In
resemany Afrer cerearngy witnessel amwng 1he Yomla, che Achand,
anl in Dghamey, cne ivzriaile clemenl wies a visit o 1he river ar
geome wiher Teely nf UTiing™ water. soel as the ocean, Tor 1he pur-
peane U elataining the Tignid lispensalte Bor the rites, C3Men ic was
necessary 1 go s alislanee 10 reach 1the particuias «tream Erpn
which water Tiasing the necessary sacred grality muse T dewwn; in
fele atgtaned al Abeolukn, o betdecaed procession of wersbhipers Teft
av sheaoe ot o gl bl fellowel a leng parly to the oiverside nver
two miles away. and ceteened befme e ceremanies coold he caziied
out L 1he shring of the ol Oosne coecpsion, Dalmey, ee Ted
of a sacred strear tow ey was UGRed” Trom neac-by wells so ghat
this water cruld B 1i||_|.'||1_l,' reclrawn far use 11 oan l.'\l:-;iﬁl"i;_“}' im;rur-
tant cozcmonmy.

Ay e Acleandi, nlgprneages 1o Lake Beaoniowe and other
aeranl bnpedes of water regniashy ocour, And 3 0s on such pecasions
e e ewipit on 1he rives or lalae or sea rmaniiests itsell, Iy “erilet=
ing the head” of a devotee and causing Wm o Alng Dimsel 1, pos
gesseil, 1mbo the wiler The same Lipd r:i' [rassaasinn arenTs- i e
Guiana busk, where the rites of variews Alrican tribes for theie
waler spTits el Al oy prssessed to Ieap inin the tiver wich the
strengih neressaty 10 swim cyen againat the swift currents of 1he
raqibils. Passwssien By the river seivits in Maild, or by spizis nd sookes
that imdtaln: the water, Bring the devater threching inta 1he stream
pear which the rituals are held, and where 1he deity is thonght to
reside.
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Bu 1 the Tnieed States. where nedher Boserndwe nor walra
manre nor Dambatla is worshiped, Negro Baptists do o v inta
the watet under possession by African gods. Thelr water rituals are
those of haptisie, Yer it 1 significant tho, as che novitiate whose
revelatiom his brovght him ot the maming stream ror the tidal ecove
is immersed. the spicit descends on him at that moment 7 at afl,
anil a possesaion hysteria devetops that I its ootwarcd appearanee, it
least, is glmnat indisfinguishable from the possersion brought on by
the Alrican water deities.™ The importance of the Biblizat concept.
af “crossing the river Toplaw’™ in the religions amageey of the
Meproes. and as g symlol of what fooes aller death, is a Further pael
ot ihis complex. For, ke baptisen, the river Jorfan embodies & con-
cefd am Chriztianity thar any African wonld find readily understand-
alle. Tr e feansmmucadion af belief and behaviar under accultura-
firm, W Tyroishel e nd The lease difficult transiions noa new Eorm
of belief.

The slaves, then, came to the Tnited States with a tradition which
fragnel wu‘rihi]:- vl '.'i.r'l_g Ler:_!EﬂmL_m_ajnd.!{ ool walee uneleryean -
able, and encountered this belief among those whose chorches and
manner af w-:'ll:'.‘ihi[_l- were [epsl 5.1:':'l|:|.gq' in elen. 1'."'."1|Pr|, in a.d-;]il:i-:un,
they {cund in this prawp those whites who tended 4o be dosest to
thi lepely, 2l ehus eeaded Lo T the Jeasl doegwdalle persans o thaar
now setting. they vnderstandably affiliaced with it ond nitiated a
tradition which halds to the present time. The favoerable infuence of
the traditional past. and the new soclo-connomic Setiing were fot,
however, the only forces thar furthered this particutar process of
reirlerpreiation. Te is anl gewetally recopitized that the Cherokee
Intians. a fribe with whom Megroes were perhaps more im contact
Anring the days ni slavéry than with any other excepd the Seminoles
and Creeks. themselves had o owell-develnped eaver clt™ It wag
pedther Afengm nor Christian, bt i1s mere presence would act to
screngthen any eiver cult forecign 1o [be mewly arsgved Adricans, This
Indisn e included total immersion at cach cecorcinp now moon. IE
required facting before irtersion, gemetling which in spicit is not
tou far eemncved from the restraints 1aid oo the navitiaee of any cull
in Africa, or in 1he fites uf certain “shouking” sects where new
members “go ta mournin®* before baptism. Cordainly ita preseace in
the Megro milieo reemphusizes. iF this 1= now necessaty, the com-
pleacity of the elemnents that decesmined the present-day forme of
Beogriy veligion whergin baptism plays 62 prominent 2 part, and the
fact that membership in the choreh which gives the rité of immer-
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sinh &0 large a place inics roal 35 the most pepular single denem-
inalagm Arlcig Nl‘g‘rﬂl".‘g,

5

Litele is kmown o the theory of mapic beld by Kesroes in the
United States. Dollatd hag defined it as "'a means of accommiodating
o Jife when it is nog areacgen] according to ome's wishes,"™ which in
bruad renus places these formez in rle catepary nf magis as gencrally
drawn, His farther discussiom 15 pre specifically e 1he pnane -

C1E viurse, ome can thiok of magical practices among the Negnees as
lagping ruEur..u'I pAsterns, whicl: tley are, it sue con alas thiak of ethem
a5 formnz of action in reference 1o carrent sueial |jBe. Magmic acepis e
starps g it takes the place of political activity, agitatiun, otganmieation,
galidarty, or anw teal moves o3 cloanee slatus, 1t is aereshng amil
lakrless Eron e standpoint of e caste system and it proballr bas
grear privale vadae i those wha peactioe il Thess payrlalogeenl satis-
faceions are imzoreant, even of they do ast slter the secial <oraceere wnd
ire mare s lsdiaees fg7 eFBechive ellurs alLl:'lr il ..o Mamico oy brich,
i5 1 control gposture, & comfore pa the incdividwal. an accommmlation att
1zde tn ]1|;'|'|'||¢'=5|'||:5.,=. Thers is no chabie it 1|:|a|,:i.|.' i il.'.‘l.:.'l-'l.'l.}' Lasliwaeel a0
and prazoiced i Soutlemtows and county today.*®

The problem uf the derivation of Megro magic and falk belicd in
the United Ztates involves reference to the concept af e Ol Waorld
'|'|r|:‘:-\'5||:|.|_'|;'“ rerchaps owre thao any clher aspect of Xegen enloara, The
impociance wn magkc of the chatm. or “{etich." praperly =peaking, 1%
antstandieg:, sk all fhese wlur bave bl neeasina o !-'-1.|:|-:!:.' Aobeiran
magic o Adrice or is mamfestatiozs in the Rew World wil ar
anee :I'{'I_'r:ain?i_' the .;'|]'||1|i1_':|.||'i1it_'.-' ti it oo ehe IIT.iI."b" aned o Faope aindd a
hank ai haie " farmula, resreseniative of Eucopean masic. This 15 why
oAy parks ol g Bew World Caol, omler caplagl in Wesn
Mdrica itselT) sach printed “meagic hooks' a8 the medisval Affertae
Mugnes have s0 wide an appeal, or 1that in these areas Chicage and
Mew York mad-order concesns specializing in Cmagic™ do a0 onosid-
erable a buziness. It 15 out sirange, therefore. that amalgamation be-
tween mapic and ber eyres af fnck helel af 1l Lao comtiment s ae-
ceeerer] o I 3 necessary, howewer, Gret o rocognize that the procese
wag one in whick both parties partcipated, aned e e seek oot {he
#lemients essentially Afrcan in the magic practices aciually {cond
among Negroes o thas countey ol the poosete [

Puckeit holds that must Megro belieis of this order are African
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but that Eurapzan parallels can be discovered for many of them. Ie
cites such knstances as horying a bag comtaining parings of a dead
man's naila and hair ynder e threshold of a acighbor 0 order 10
affict by with apue, or the belief that 1o sleep in the moonlight will
reseclt an oinganmy, or that going to berl hungry «ill cawse 2 man to
gn. These European cxamgles are to the point, even thaugl the
materials that go inin the Negro conjure placed under 2 ducrsiep
Ace npeetfen] o achieve far mare sinister ends, i bodle Africa and
the Mew World, than the Burapean parallel given by Puckete. Again,
Hew World Megroes bulieve that to sleep in the mounlight resuliz in
paralvsis af one side of the face. not inzamity. and thiz stems dis
recily frorm West Abeiea, while in West Africa and the Sew World
wherse gipdies Yave heen made, the belief which holds that i is harm-
ful to go o bed hongry goes on teosay that s 1 Tecabge & person
will lie awake, and thus give an aoiriendly spiril an opportumity to
take awiay Tns soul, rather than because he will sin, wiach s the
European coneept,

Cther foelk belicfs may be noted which are gpecifzally African,
Cable iz cited by Puckert ac mentioning in several places. the pouring
ant of “ablatiens of champagne and the casting wpen the Aoor a Titte
of whadever & persnn wis eating ar drinkitg b propitiaie M, Ag.
souguer | Lhe vemodau imp ol goud furlube " This coilom previils
i 2l Wifest Afreca; am Hacti, Treendad, and Guiana what falls o the
ground during a meal i3 not swept up that day, smee the spirits
{naezedimes ancestors) mwit he pernicted to comse sad cat what 1hey
have thus indicated they desire, Cable alse points out that in Hew
Orlean: a red Albom was worn alaut 1he meck af 2 devates "in hunr
af Munsieur Agoussow."* In the pantheons of the Wese Adeican
tribes, various colurs are favored by the several gods, of which red
i5 alwave ohe. The reusen bor weacisg the red pibben given by
Puackett, namely, the similaeity of this enlor to Blood, o%tais an enn-
Rrmation in the comparative data. The name of the “demon'’ honored
by this enbnt cames direglly Fromse Dohomey atd s found in the
voodoo cult of Haiti as well as in that of Hew Orleans.

In ane af her prgls, [ulbi Peterkin speaks of this beliet among
the Gullah Neproes:

Al Eabdee s 13l T2 had betird that to =it 1he =arth on Green Thurs-
day was a Jradly sin. Ficlds plowed, or even hoed do-day would he
struck by ligldming and kidled so they couldn't bear life again. God
wionld sepd fire down from heaven to putiish e whe didn™ respect
this day,®
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With thiy passage the Eallowing may be compared:

Mot every day of the Dahomean four-day week 15 ilewesied to work
im the Aelds. for on Mioxi mo farmiing is done. Wiglators of this custem
imeur e wrath of ehe Thunder gods wha kill ofenders wath Tighiming,
The aecry i3 1old of & man whose house way 560l B seen in Abomey
whe, being ambeizous, was cullivatnge his Gelds on this dar, wlhen a
bolu nl Baphovng strack abel kalled baee®

The historic cobesticn hetwecn tless Lwen would seem bo be ines-
capable. (Mher Twfirls ohowe lighmeng prescat aimilar corcespond.
eres, 7 he reluctamee of Negroes i this coomtry o buaen the wood o
a tree struck by hightning™ would seem to be a survival 0f the cull
of the Adrican thunder-pods, the mast {oared af all in those Adricar
pantheons where they fipure. Whatever liphtninge strikes in Africa
may na longer Be the proporty of meen. tan is taken by the avenging
deity who has thus grimly cluimed il for hiz own.

The mzny roferences o heliefs involviag the crosstoads given by
Pruackee™ andicate tlut s greal inymetdwee in West Afrira bas heen
cnotwgel in this ceantry Amang West Tndian Negenoes, e eross-
rialy b the Brverite lnale for operitions i black magic; aod this is
a Mew World development comparabile to the fact that 16 a person
the United =2ates wisles to become a practitioner of black magc, he
must e to e crossroads and pray 1o the Dewil for nine days and
e tiphes™ [n Wese Africa, the rricksler-gnd who puarils the en-
Teamces B villages, Tinmseholds, et soererl shrines o sedecrod o by
hatves wiien speakiog ta Fuenpeaos as the Tl Tae impeciamee,
as Tepbo in Daemey, of Flepbar in e Yorgla cosenlty, or o4
Taebba or Leglba in Guaana and Hai anel Trinidad, 15 poramoont, In
these Wew World remions e @ conceived os the god of the crusss
roard:z: that his American equivalent. the Devil, must be nropiciated
ab the crossconds miecely mears thar bere, a5 elsewhere among the
Megeoes, be coabinues 1n comeeal supernatsesal iraffie

In Alanta, Mrs. Cameron was infermed. ™if 2 foizzled e s
kerd in the vared she will seeatels wpoand deslraoy a1l eonjuralen wlieh
will vawye discomfort for the fammly.™®* The ascripion of this fonc-
Livire f Lhese prcaliar fowl bas been recrnled several gimes from 1he
South;™ hens of this kind are to ke foun:d performing the same task
n West [ndian Megro wards no iess than In West African com-
pounids. The helicf that hadr gt nail parings most ke ratefoily
watched lest they fall into stranpge Lawds is widely spread in thas
cogtiey, Eor in the most general terme of sympathetic magic 11 k-
lows that what is o part of 2 persan represents that pesson, and tlhat
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should such parta be obtained by an enemy he conld and wenld
make the muat of them. Yel (he following passage has 3 somewhat
diferent reerence;

Some . . . old . .. people trv 43 save every strand of hair and every
htigar and L oall, beause Lhey say thal when they dic dhey witl have
to shiew them lefure they can get zole lweaven. Thees hair combings are
somwtimes kept in o4 peper sack ancd he lesth ared oadls noa sall Lox,
both af which are buried with the indindual when be diesT

In West Afric, and smong at Lleast the Regroes of thw Guigoa kash,
hait and sall chppings are eonployed mm place of the body ewsell when
oitcemstances make 3 impossible to bring back 3 corpse to s famuily
for burial An instance of this Africen practice was had when on
the death of the member of the K tribe resident in Chicago alneady
meanicioned, cutlings of Lhe hair of bis head, and his Onget- aed 1ne-
nilil paripgs, were returped to Liherid ta he intereed and s ehgure
that Dies 2on] woull cemain al peace,

A final example can b taken JTom an acoount of the wealth of
MNegro belichz concerning snakes:

The moct clabarate sod encertzining of these snake belieds coneern
macvels which the marratnr genecally has heard aliat {rem others bt
which are relawed with all guate apd velish of the epc-withess, Thos the
coackwhip (comatirmes assested] Tar its mate) wraps tself aroond its
wictim and Aogs ot Lo deacl widh 3t tail, wlbeh 15 s8id oo be plaed
fowr strands like a whip {the arvangement of scabes actually resembles
# whipl, sticking its tungnae wp the persen's pose ta zee 3f he 15 breath-
ing. The hoopsnake. whicls can luee its victim with its human wlisile,
seizes 1t il in s mowth and rofls over and ower bke 3 koop wntil i
overtakes the persea and kills haeo with a thruae of Lhe poiscisoos stinger
gt the ond of its tail {which has a termunal spine) The plass snake or
joint shake (meally a cegenerate lizaed which Gn volumanly smap off
part or afl of ite taif and prow 3 new ane] can come tapether atter
being broken up (unless one huries its Bead or fastens ¥ im & split
sapling]. The milk snake sucks cows dry or makes them give blacely
melk, porsonous 63 homan beings, and the cow Foerms an attachment forc
it and clies of peiel of e snakie 13 killed, The black soabe chacoms <hil-
dren—in fact, all smakes can charm birds, animals. and human beings
with their gaze. The green snake [3 ke dector asake and elee clartng-
ncedle is the snake-doctor, both of which core injured snakes and even
bring the dead Tack tn Hfe. A horse hadr deposited oz watering trough
will suen inte 2 snake iE Teit undisterbed for a period of ax weeks (a
belief originating, neg Jeobe, in e Tace that a parasidic wnem, speoding
patts of i1s Life cyele in a grasahopper, ia often Fousd in Borse Leaughs] 4
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It is possible that not 2 single one of these natore tales conld be
duplicated in West Afvien, ot even in the West ndics, of for oo
surther reasom thian leecans= of e diferetiess in Lhe .'\.[Il?‘\i".'il?ﬁ- al
snakes there and 111 the snutlern I':q."lrl: Nt Elee Tlaatel Siates. Yoo Lhe
propocupetion with makes on the part of Amepiean Negrogs s sge
nificand. In West Afriea, and in those pasts of the New Werll]
where abariginel religious beliefs kave been retzined in relatively
prare Eocw, fle serpent is o meper figure amonyg supermatural beings.
This is fllneteated by the importance of the Dahomean rainbow-
serpents, Aide Hweedo and Damballa Flwedo, conccived as having
been present at the creation of the world, sl by [heie counterparts,
e Dangbe serpem-spint of Guiana amd the Haitian Dembalts. The
richness zad variety of Megro beliefs concerning snakes are thgs
eaedy-ovits af African religiows coneept: =afvaged in the face of che
adopriem el Christianity.

The prineipal Tortme af Bepen Tolk helicf Tounel 20 e 17 nited
States are differentizted Ty Thackett dole "2ipns™ ol “ondne™ .

WLhile lenla i3 possildy e most picioresque fonm 1 Megea occwl-
i, et an esa? keowndge o7 g wsgaes s festrieted beoaorelzowely
sl voamiher OF feaons, chicly mon. a'thoaeh wamen are oos cnnrelyr
earhicled “Suycnm,'” wnothe orher bard, constctbote 1he larpeat baaly ol
Moo reqprid Tehels and mombier amoage their devotees mainly weaznen,
althwngl men ate Ty ne means coantbed ot "Segns” are gererally what
a puevsarl v (hipking of when he cpeaks ol :"-.'fg'rr,l supgrstckinns, althnggl
e merm as gsed Ty the depra 35 sonewbar nyore aclwzive than 1he Lng-
Tl teorm I'|.-|:|||-|'.‘r'|5." Iﬂ.kil:lp: el ewsl -::-1'.|:.l caoens Bud wicrioras smaall r|1:|.|.:il_=!
[rEastes armcl 1@Awms as well. The dhcbiocion wetwosen Bbeagodon armid
"sigrns” i5 woL slear ot eoen o oa Wegre. Pechaps o Nies ovore in §he
numler of adherents than in any inherept qoaley  (hoedon being (T

more exclusiwve ), though as a peneral role tie boodoo chiarm is more
compples.™

This, in turm, accords with the diztinction made by M1 Cameron
ropardinr the kinds of specialists whe adwzinister folk remedies :

v W promags 0f practitamera @re kaswn il eecogoizsd oot oonly
Iy Temselves bt alao by eeie particular chenkeles, e diinet Srom each
walier, Cine <Beals in what may be termed medicine, ' that is. eoots. herls,
Tark= and Leas. welaile the acier i copgpesed of oo w hoowerk Te g of
magic. Suoedar cus is chis Sotliog ol (bfeience between te neenabens
ol 1 1w BT thiut there 2 eemsin e chees -l il g '|'-r.-||.'li1ir||:|-rr nf
I:EL-;; meilicy! I}'|:¢ 1A nsdabien Fr_lT Clner |:|'i I_|1|:|:-;|' l.'|'|‘||_1 '|'|r.;|i:l_ii:|_'5 n11gic_7't'

These 1w I!_ﬂ_li"ﬁ |'_|i I’&-rﬂ.l‘!iliﬁnl'rx T di'tl:iugui:‘:]u:-ﬂ '|:|_'9.' {hetr dn:gs..
vepecially since. despite the Tact that theee is no hard and fast rule,
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“medical praclinonera are predominantly women, while those who
practice by magical means are, Ear the sangd pasd, men'’; a geatement
that agam is remnscent of Puckat's Andings, Even diszegarding
the sex ling, the dress of a practitionsr is oot that of erdinary per-
aons, thowg h this 1endeney is becomang less pronoonced.

The ways ih which perscts attain these callings, decailed in thia
unpublished account, have for ceceived the atletiinm they deserve,
While “thers are, of couree, noo established inzdaogions ., do
which these aovices may o for a definite persesd of vime m which
thew sy enmplers ¢ defined amount of work,” the metheds of ob-
Lairimy statns as competent prackilioners arc toncrheless well reoog-
nized. Ameng the Ysvecdical group” statns may be achieed i three

WaYys!

The Aret ., 5 1o he espemalfy ancowed with surernatural powesr,
This most ofter: takes the form of scizores simitar in type te catalepic
cazes, This. az s cxplained, ccanes "like o thounderbalt from & clear shy ™

.. H}' whitlewer mians 1he MPESLEE S LTPs it :ir|:<‘.:1'.|||=_,r eriihe » Elie Ter
-;;i]'-ii.-nt |'|1L.'|]'F|n-c5 - gl I:a.xk:_ ane] Tae [riassL s e Al the I:-e':'|'|7|.i-'|1||':i af the
craft These hexlers so srropphy beliove in their ghelity to prrform cures
that they notl o’y becoine deenly vranlied when one expresses dislelief
b therr naehexl ol diapeosiz and tocaleosit, bot may say Tl 1his dis-
believer tan capect o 1 chasweaed by Abe saperzemaral power, © C .
Human seleciion Ty gersohal imitiative 35 zaacther means. . ., In such
casrs 4 Tovikiahe is appreatisel to a practitwner. AR ooldler cdoctar takes
this nevice under T care and gives him goidance, and i ez way T
learns v chimical contacl with aclual cases In some instances the novier
maay posseas & blecd-nic with che sraned pracidicaer, while in athers
there enay e nching mere han a Eremd:slan swhich wxses betweeen the
faniily of 1he Eormer and that of the lactee. o . . Tl dhird manner of
enlering 1he peolession ay he a comlanasion of the other 1wo That
ia, one may setoour of his own voliticn and then, a: opportomeics pers
mi.l:__ he serves, Toach ke H;:.".'I'.".i axt:lecl r.'-:'::-tr[utl-:ﬂ: it p g'u;n;n;l n_-|;||,||;:|_|;i|:|r|
iz obtained. . . . Many practiticners state that in cecasional crises 1hey
receive direct help from a woice which gives ditections and ells of rene-
ics Lhae bBrizp marvebous results which gain fov 1the poactitioner dhs-
tinction and Eame.?!

The diffetence between the two types of healers goes deeper than
mete putwacd appearance, i can by seen when the following paszage
ix ermpaced with the preceding one

TInhike the meahen |'|::|.-.-r1l:'i|||:|Ie‘.rI thers 15 3 preat feal o secrrcy sur-
rounding both the preparation and she techrinue of e mugician.
Though it appears that the position may descend by inheritancs, in
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5o Inxizoces it 15 not only weluntary, bt mandatery that the son
fallow the Ezotsteps of his Father, and 3 reluzzl to do 5o Qs punishable
by Bad luck or sickness. Jo camnot B painsaid that the oraic v iree to
all, far one may enter by choice o b seleceed by older enagickais, pro-
vided, howeser, thal the choscn one is 2 “sevenlh-aanth™ ehild or if
he o seeenth aoc e oo fathor s whiche Tamily e pirl hos been
Yoro, we a0 1o 3s Linen witle 2 vaol over s [ace. . - . As coacleasted waith
e anberilanes: al TermAs e Bl thal nne nmay lae 1mat 121 L .l'|:-'|:-1'vP.n|:5|.'t:-
.Elli':'r lic Iraimiens, ||1|1|,:|g]'r LE aweTIrs very r.;|1'\-e'|.!.". Fvea them 1he niove-
fiale nuast have exhahiied spweial atalitg tn manipalate magie. The map-
cian apenis ro e rere deserdent upon the spirins of she dead ancestry
1hat upen Gred, as is e caze wilh the herl-doctars. and ther emphasis
i prircpally upder mivaal ard ceremenal [noall probakility all newices
af Loch peneral geoups ceccive same ecchracal tratning Trom alder prac-
Liticmeers, o otbicrwiae L -f'||.:|.'=L'i|.lr| wriadd s o o 1.|'|l:_'.I could abicai
Al ke henewleelpe ol their pralession which tley mose Lave, We norely
hn: raees wlzeme T are panid Tor ansioaction ouless seevices renalered
durnng the tece n wharh the mowtie s m -uanizg are eonssdered in
lh's light1-

The=e cilpliens pive nnigie afarmation cnsccening a cridicat aa-
pect of zhe mociee-siadical complex ef the Awmerican Nogne, iwhi-
cating paint after poime at which Adrican tradiiion Tus helill fast. Tn
Wose Adrica those wio deal in Terbs, cacts, and other curatoces ate
mvitezAbly dlitheecneiated Trom those wlwse cures Bar illness ansd siher
Pe<: mrcline ewals eomre [raen Loar supernataral poweres. Precisely
e s Tl iy oeely sn Eineke G, while in Hang the
ehiflerence between the Mreritemeert and the vee of o woem ot arrét
mukes e same point. That these swe tepes of practitioncrs hiawve
Toen hnevw o simee e edavs af slavery—ir is nnt necessaty 1o docu-
muent the well-recegaizerl face 1thit magic dn snme Toem oe other g
chirrackeeized) Wogree Bie sinee 1he carliest davs of 1thair presence in
this countty—is 1o B deduced {rom the many msiances afarred in
comemporary wriltimges, Thus one may compare a case Invelving a
texler, cited by Carterall™ with a passage jrom Deowglass™ wheroin
T clescribes how, inoa fellow sTave named Randy, he foond a “pen-
vine SAfrican” who had inberiled "sctne of the sn-called magical
powers' uf his bornelod, which ke ofFfecad o call imfo uee o belp
prostect Progeloss fooem the wrath of his masters

Tt iz b5 only o kesinning of the correspondences hetween
Adricam arel Amerizun Megro practices 40 be found sn Ales. Cam-
et s anaiysiz, Tle importanee of eeselacion in giviag romedics o
cianfind i~ a furndamencal West African fenee, the fole of the azemru,
ar fotest epirks, or of Legba, the teickster, i giving 1o qualified
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petsons in Dahomey the information {hat makes of them healers™
corresponds in many points with the more peneralized concept of
spiritual inspiration given the healer in this country. The faet that
practitioners of magic are “dependent wpon the spirits of the dead
ancestry™ is likewise purely Adrican, and in accordance with the gen-
eral pattern of the cult of the dead. The mandatory natare of the
magician's calling, and (he fact that ciccumstance of Larth moay deters
mine his selectiom, are again Familiar Africanizms. as is the fact that
the iz of Terhy involves supernatural sanction no lezs than does the
pracrice ni magic.

The pragmatic 1est which a1l faith must mect las, of course, heen
contimacusty applied by the Kepraes to toagie aod (ol belief over
the years, aud this meany thal the Jevices empleyed by chese spe-
ciabists have fulfilled theic function to the satisiaciun of thair cherts,
That beliei has held fast even in the Light of the relative imapplica-
bilicy of these magical devices where whites are concerned is (e o
a process of reasoning which itself came to the New World Trom
Adrica. The tradition that a cercain kind of magic is only cfficient in
the case of a certain type of people is te be met with widely. ""White
men's magic st t black man's magic,” a succinet statement of this
principle, was heard on a number of cccasions e the interior of
Duteh {uianma. For the Negroes realize that, lacking bolick, super-
mafural powerd cannot work effcctively. Where beficf is held, how-
tver—and the peatter af beliel (s nod the result of ndividus] voli-
ticar, bt i early traiing and affliatinn—the pnwet of these focoes
cank aperate it all s alrengtl. I Bos ventained Tor o novelist (o des
pigt the puychology of magic a1 # operates in the wind of 4 man
againsl whony it power has becn turned. [ Willigin BMarch™s Come
in of the Door, the teaction of the imulattn teacher tn the charm set
againal lim gnes Ear, as deacribed, ta explaan how powerbul magic
can be ot one whose der expecience coall not erase the sense of
inevitabilily that seizes him when he Teliewes himself assailed by
thege illt:ll'lg!ih'lt: LTCEs

The eonviction held by Anwerican Megeoes that no dichotomy £x-
w5t bestween poad and evil in the cealm of the supernatural, but that
both are atteibutes of 1he same powers in terms of predisposition
aod conrral, 3s characteristically African, As concecns the type af
- trgie fomnd i thts conamery, the tnaiter his been well put by Puckett ;

It is @ [ong Tane Trom heart-2inning oo "oow amfs™ bot 3n aboost every
precncal episnde of life ajong the wey conjure is opecative. Exidendy
we have here a force, second in wtility enly o West Alriean r¢ligion
itseli, by which mavking can (or thivks e can) achieve almast CYETY
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desired end— a Jorce which iz cnsely inberwicren wath it daoly Tite and
ane which deserves his carnest attention. Bor this power, ke African
religion, s not moral, bot ic capable of sndiferently wocking harm as
well a5 bencfic. Thos it behooves tts tzaopers to Tnok to ther arnsor as well
as tn their gm0 L Foecewwnely thia matler of armament is sim-
plified 1n that fer the minst part one andd the same sobstance seeves alike
for chicld and sword ™

O similar impost s what Tackett tecms "taroin® de trick,™ & “eeick”
heing the charm that kas been 1zid apainst an cnemy:

I b pergon alevres, the trick ey mow Le 1otoed against the person
whe planted it Ed Murphy «£id chiz by Tayiog she trick Te had diseows
ered in a piese ol paper, speinkling squicksilver ower it. and seiting the
paper on dire, The trck expfoded and made 3 hole in the geoond 3 Fock
ey as il burned op—Dbis enemy soan &ied. "1 iz said that »f any oos
trcks yoo o Fow disereres the inick anel poae e o the Ge, you busm
your sosnay, w13 you thouw e oo the Toiing water you drown
him "7

Tle irnaediaee Afeicon patalled 1n this prast of view, striking be-
cagsee d eordeasds vivwlly widk dee uasopean aha nf sepacacing good
atiel gxil s sltamgly that she congesd of the two as obvetse and re-
wverse of the sare oran is almost nonexastent, 15 ta be seen o the

{illuwing Krenscian af atetudes hedd by the Dahomeans wward theio
y&n, 1 clhigrmas -

Ce poine wlnett ermerges Brom a eorsulerpting of the gha L 33
1l 4.:'|.l:.l|] a1 Tl |:||:|.|_:i-:: are :rll.-rPl}' rl‘ﬂ!!l‘hlll:l.ﬁ. r_IE kv 3.5||Err5 ul the
gaoe vriviple. . 0 The claracter of the gho s sueh bt wlule oze ol

theer chmtens Lelps (s nwaer, vz its aid 1o protect mim Erom the
evil anenlicns o derds af eneaees, it alsn possesses the power to do
T 15 the nne who weguddd do sl evil tooss possessor Thus when a
man leaves a Togse bor 3 few daye, he places 2 rounemee chatm—sa come-
mer as hardly ewen 10 be thonght of as a gha—ta protect Liz belonzings.
.o The mewer o this .. iz such as 1o Tarm ciose whe violawe it
. -« [t belevesd that one who did vialate propeery guarded by such a
Tead, if a rean, wenld become magselesl, of, 30 o wiman, wnoold Teooome
harren. while ciidren of swuch vaolaters wodild meer early deagh. . ..
Thos it can 1< soen that the Daboenegan is reliving whar 15, to him, an
ubviaata fast when be saya that gessd awt barl mane are hasically the
Lok, T

Snme reets ape dMiss Aavy {ween divided magic charms inlo [edr
rateguries—greon tricks, had tricks, all that persaing ba the iy, sl
rommanded things conzisting al “such things 25 sund, ar wax Eenm
a new beehive—things neithet laeky nor anlucky in themselyes, bt
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made so by commands " Puckett's reservations to this systern, taken
on the geoiitw] that (he clssifications so merge with one another it
the ¢haems nsed by the Mississipp Megroes stydied by him as to be
indistinguishable, are o the point. Tt perhapa sncerely refect the
generat process of Blurring which seems tu be 2 comgomitant of ae-
enlturation among New World Negroes™ Certainly the fact thal
charms of Miszouri Negroes can be claszified in this wiy dres neg
vitiate the principle enuncizted by Pockett concerning the dual faenc-
tich nf magic 2mong the Negroc.

Mg systermabic freatment af the categorica of charms wsed by
Adrican folk has been made except for Paharney, baar this aaal vais,
based on detailed materials regarding the manufacture anrd rm]ﬂ:}ya
ment of a scries of aver forty charms, pives a comparative basis ot
garls elassifieations.® Tn Dahomey gbe are clazsed both according to
function amil 38 1o the mitecials that oo snco thetn, These clagsea cot
acrnss each ather just as do the first and the last twe items n Wy
Orvwven's set of catepories, sinoe o Dhahomey eighteen types of phe
atc distinpuizhed on functional lines, while six cateporics are couched
it terind of the materials employed in their making. Hence both in
whal tmay he tecrred the theory af 1he aperation af magic charms
arel o wavs OF daffecentinbig them, imetedinke coemegjwirnietioes 1o
data found 1w at least one tribal group in West Africa are discernible,

It woutd be impussihie to pive in anv detanl the bewildering va-
ricty of Merro mapical devices employed to achiewe ends desired for
oneself. or to bring harm to oihers, ar as preventatives when the
neeeds of one person bring him into conflict with andeher. Forto-
mately, it is quite unaeosssary o Eive auch 4 catalogue here, sinee fhia
aopect 0f Wepro 1fe has been treated mere exhawstively than alknest
aty nfher. Aaide Tromn the inngmerable "eicks™ famed and described
by Puckett, and the Mafl-eaegth works of Owen gnd Hurston, ™ one
hods grent wealth of materials in the appropriate Meototrr ai the
American Folk-Lore Secetty and 1n che fowrwal of Ameoricax Folk-
Lore. Especially in the carlier numbers of this Journal, one enisex
on detailed zigned ceports of various cases involving magic and de-
seriptions of the charms sed ™ while the editors af rhar parind were
alsg alert Lo abstract accounis appearing in othey scholarly journals
and newspapers bearing on Che subfect. ™

These numerons data demonstrate that (he berad peinciples of
sympathetic magic that function in Airicd and the Wese Indies have
lagt mete of Weir appeal in Negroes af the Dnited States. Instance
after instance proves again that ihe congepd i magic applies to ce-
tufts obtained Erom what i seiettifc parlance would be bermeed
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“physical causation” no dess than supernatumal; that identifcativn of
poison with biack magic exists in the United States as it does an the
Wezt Indies or West Africa. There are cven suggestions of carry-
overs i specific details of Adfeican Lile, veinterpreted but nevertlieless.
immediately recogmzable a5, For exatmple, & remedy, ciled in the first
of Misg Meore's papess listed abaove, which incloaded drawing o the
samcl a dezign similae to that used everywheee by Hoe Yorala 35 3
decaoralive and quasi-relipious matif.

d

Mgt af e materinls eonaidered in e preceding section mcfer to
Negeo ootinunilies it the souilwern sepfes #2308 the Mississipg,
arcd o those aarthecn cnmemgnilies whose Wegre populiions are
derived from this area The part of the South that lies west of 1he
Mississippt Fiver, respecially Lowoisiana and Missowuri, represents
snmething of a =preial case. Particularly s this true of the region
aboul New Orleans, which 33 the localiey wlhire nse anpocts of
African tradition peculiat 1o Ihis epecialized vegion have teached
Their grealest develupmeent, The repsan Tor e disbimcliveness ny i1s
costornd, and For the degree toowlich pariicslae kitils of ATracamisis
fict Juund elsewhere hove been preserved, s 1o T2 fuund inoite bis-
torical backaround and the kind of FEuropean caltume to which the
Ieproes of the region had to accommodate themsebves, The white
population was Irench and Catholic, the early afhihations of this area
pointed to the Frencl eather than to the Trnish West Indics. and
later impelses resulted froin the miprateon of Elaitian planters with
their slaves to Loonisiana. These circomstances kave given to s
peesetit-day Negro popuelalion, ne less tham in its whiile, e qualioes
which set off the region Qoo rdbeer pares of the Liiba] States,

The vutstandig aspeet of 1be Xegrg cullare in this ated is zule
sumed ander the term “veoden” The utigueness of ¢he cult as
found in Mew Ocleans in earlier days, at least, i= doe eo those cir-
cumetances that have been mentivned- -the differences in e ¥ rench
as agamst the Enplizh planiativn system. and the fact thal exposure
Lex Catholiclsm cauzed accommaodation to take on di¥event [ocms
than contact with Frotestantism. To what exeent ihe yoodon cult—
in the patoiz of the area, woduse. sz in Ilaiti—has persicted to dhe
presett Lime cannne be gaid. The testimany of Hotstna, wlo has pe-
pl::-rtléd LKl hle;:r Frell-wutk :Lrnm:g thoe cale-Fusarls m e w ";-_.l'r|-q_':|.|'|5I At
aomie Jength, would seemt 1o indicate that the former well-inegyated
gysters of vittal and belief hag degenerated eonsiderably, and taken
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the protective cloak of spicitvalism,* although many direct corre-
spondences wil be Eouni to exist between the spirit-possesson danees
desecibed in the Anal pages of anather diseussion by this author,*
Haitian redur practices, and Dahommean eult vieaals. The descriprion
given by Saxon oi a voodoo rite, 2 despate the heightened 1ome of its
treatment, likewise suggeats elements in accord with Hadtaae and
Dabomenn procedures, TTmtil these customs and hebiefs are studied
in such 3 manner as to presenl the like of the people withour undoe
weighting of the sensaliomal apd esnteric phases of their life, honw-
ever, any discussion of Negro cultare it this area must Le ltag-
RLETIRAry.

The survivel of Africanisms to wery recent times 35 apparcnt in
practically every work dealing with the region, and this comment is
the more impressive becomse e writers 0 most cases were enijrely
innocent either of concern with corceapindenses or uf kronwledgs of
Adrican Iife. It was customanly taken for pranied that those traits
ol Mew (rleans and Loulsiana folk life that could not be aecounted
for by telerence to Frenel ttadicions ewst have eome feom simes
wheee gtae, and that that somewhere wag Africe; Bae LRis 39 dmcis
detind i aeech writings, wliel coatomarily attemgpted anly bo descrile
the "quasnt”™ suslning that characterized their sabjects

Ong of the richest steces of datn pectainitg to Kegre custom is
the writing of Ceorge Cable, whose articles on New Drleans life,
and partirulacly whose novel deserilbiing this life in preslavery dags,
The Grandisrimes, hold zpecial signifcance for rescarch into the
ethnography of United States Megroes. Based on intimare kaewledge
of the Incality and s histery, it must be aceepeed as & valid doce-
ment if only on the hasia of eomparative Awndings. 1t iz thys 3 real
gomieibatian to our kaowledge of 1ife in (his area daring the time of
slavery, and a hook which investigntiong wite present day custom
shaald take inla careiyl acemant.

The names of several deities which hgare in the wedun cults of
Hawi and Dihemey are mentioned in Cabde's novel. Paps Lebat™
“whao keeps the aavisible keys of all the doors that admit suitors,' is
the Fapa Legla oi Haitl and the Dahomean trickster of this same
name, who has already been referced ¢0. Danne®™ is the Dahomean
serpent-gud Diam, the Haitian Dambally, who in his West Afriean
manifestation 15 e goe of goed fortune, Agonesou,® whose calor is
red, has alceady been considers] B M, Assougquoer™ 15 a deity whose
patme would seetn 1o be 3 copglomerae of the Jesignations of several
West Afbrican geeds, unidertifiable o Lhis form because so litle 35 told
of hic functions +xcepd that he s “an imp of good fortune,” The fa-
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miline pouring of a khation, whose place in a wider patiern in con-
nection with migic has already been mentioned, @5 encomitersd, as
where we read how one character, in disteess, “'has reconran fo 3 very
familiar, we may say tme-lomured preseriprion— rose. e Jid not
qse it alter e vodou Sashion; the vodous pear 31 on the ground.
Agricoly was anti-veden.""* The cuncept of the sombi as mpicit,™ of
the magic charm embodied in the term “eagngee”™ (tevrga) and the
impartanee. in the syncretiam of e region, of the e Alher®—
that book of medivwal Meecqean magic so frared in Elaiti that ies
itmportation is probibited Ly (be law af the country—all these are
famtrliar aspects of Haitian terminufogy and impastant eletmeily ig
Haian nea lexs than West African Lfe. As fur Gruader aspects of
cuwstom, the desenptions of the manner in whicl the charms Lo be set
against various characiers al various points m the action of this noyel
are made, and of theip eMeel on (hose against whom they have feen
"t give vivid fnsighl inea the working of magic in this area.

One ol the Tast recorded odaw coternanicg was thay of Junes 24,
1B, which has been given in abstract™ A more complete acconnt,
of an earlier cite, waz taken from a tepoct of the toaf, Twld in
August, 18643, of some of the important dignitacies of the o' ™
The reremony wag af 4 {vpe held onoe annually. The aceoont speaks
af o "witeles’ heew' in o vase at the penter of the cleared space
where 1be cecemony oreareed; more sipnificantly, it alao mentions
threr snakes thas “"Tifted their heads sonchalamly™ when the palice
entered, and hundreds of lighted camlles alsngl the cenital sacred
spHat.

The rale of the secpent in the Haitian vodae colt and in Dahomey
pointa o o eertain validity Bor the claims of thuze who give secpent
winkship a prominent place in the cult of Mew Crleans. flurston,
telling the starty of Marie Lavesu, the vodun pricstess, as recownted
to her by tlee "bnooedus doetar™ Tarner, gives an impartant place o
the Tattlesnalee that! "eatme to ber hedroom and spoke 1o Jer,” pre-
summably calling duer o memberslip in the ealt. This serpent temained
with her—"the rattlexnake that had coane [o Tee a biefle one whoo she
wasz alsa voung was very hugs."” Turer's 1ale comfinpes:

He piled geeat upor lis altar and took nething fromn che foad set
before hio. Chae mighe he sang and Marie lawvcaw called me fronm mey
steep 1o ek at hitn arl see. "Look woll, Turner,” she told e Mo
one £hall hear and see such as 1this Eor many cewlomes" She wenl 1o
her Cireat Aliar and made a great ceremwny. The snake Aoisleed his
song end seemed to sleep. She drowe me hack o my tedd and went
again to her Altar. The noxt moming, the snake vas pot at hoy gliar.
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Hi: hala was lefure the Great Al sintfed aath sili'm e thing'.: of
power, Mever did § know what became of his Aech. It iz said that the
siake went alf w the woods alone afiey che death of Blarie Laveau, buat
they don't know. Thia 35 Lis skan tha [ wear aliooe iy shoulders wlien-
cver I reack Tor power ™

Tt woold he toveading 1kt mmnte ol Alarie Lavean's slnry, L
cially the price she pain Enr Ahe power her serpent heangle Ter, For
in West African and Haition and G and TErazilion am] [a.
madcan and TFrinidard Negra belief, nothivg bs oo I had withaur
IH!I.TJI.I:II:A' [_I-Til_'l:. and c||r|1|1i|r1i|1§_[ witl k- surccTatuTal I Q'!ll:[lt'l'lxi'n'{" in
any lerme. The tale of 1his serpent resembles other seocics of men
and women who alzo had a serpent or 2 spitit as fsilinr. and wha
oot the years paid again and again warh the souls of those hilowod
bar them urtil ar Tast there were i nre souls, aud 1hey Themalves
paid the altimaee price. The weezians nf sael affai-= inoall these ce-
|:'|l-q_'|| reel Lubes Arce Ri.rrlﬂar [ £3] 1hi5 ange 1] o |T|.;II\.'I_' r:-'[ tk o |1r:-i111 in
L '|||.‘|'|-'|,:|-|:-:[ 'h-}' sivmie slodent wehe, |'-:'|:1,1i'|1|||.'-|‘| wiil] 1he r¢'r|'_1i:='i1|: ol -
parative knowledgee of tlese phases of Africzn eclizion, may in the
fature wock among the belivvers ol the louisiana cedwn cnles,
where the traditions centerinp about the name of thes nssd fwmons
of priestesses are stilt Tiving.

Tlwre is ek el quhm 3 -:']r:.rrqn:mm. 1] Bl a2l o
pn:rn:nwr] i1 vasiauz ruli grmmﬁ that can he relerred o e rene
]_'.r;l,l_'“l,l':s m Weat A Trwa, el a0 e oot e Mewe Worl] cenintries
where pagan bebefs of Afrcn have peraisterd]. The stress she lays on
certam gspects ui the wmitiation seclpsiom as 3 nocitiate, Fasting,
weating of special clothing, dancing and pessession. sacrfices—all
theze wonld e given promiment mention i deseribing (e industion
of a novitiate into 2 Dahomean relipiows cult or inte a Llakian #sden
group. An arresting cotrespomdence concerns che socrrfice of ninc
thickens, the uncven oomber itself betng cheractersstic of Beyoo
saered rites:

The tercihe] rharkens H-’I]:-]'H!ﬂ and flargere ‘rilﬂrit-'l-”_‘_.' in the Jdim
fredight T haul been 15ld to keep apa the chant of the viztam'zs name in
rhythm and to beat the grownd wich a stick. This | did wicls fervar and
Turner danord sa. One by one the clickens were aeiced anel Eilled by
having their Twads pulled off. .. ¥

This ritual method ot kalling chickens has been witnessed in mony
rites attended in West Africa and the Mew Wiarkl; sl il sbwwl)
have been contmued in present-day woodon of Mew Oebrans is on-
ather itdication of how miftiline can perdist afeer the broader lines
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of rwal proocdure and their enderlying rationalizatipns have besn
lost,

Durtng ber initialion toto this same groop, ITorston is tald she
miust come “to the spinc aceoss cunminp water''; she is given o now
tiaite Bocanse the priest secs her “oomguering aond aceomplishing
with 1he hghtning and smaking her enad with Qwodee.™™ The
Afrivan celeeence ni these allugions will be cicar in the light of ue
earlier dizscussions af the religions signifcance al running streams
and of lightning, and are further consistent with the tradition of
renuming nevitiates subsequent to the mitiatory experience. e
mwh possession experience’ ds likewise stricthy in African farm,
especilly the ciabcer o whicls, when taken i charge by the priestess,
the sparit was incoediage]y Leastgenilted o her:

When the fourth dancer had finished and lay upon the fioor retching
e cwety ahuscle, Birty wis whken, The call e coaoe Boe Ter, 1 could
wl pet e the Aeer gquickly enough Tur ehe othecs amd wad hotled
Beminre the altaz. Tr pet me there aoct T dovweed, T ocdom’t knese boaw, e

at any rate, when we zat about the rable fater, all agreed that Mother
Eitty had done well ta take me 3™

Thes riay be compared with an aceonnt of hew Arst g wosfee prigse
anii Jater a posreszed worman brogght en possession to others taking
part in the roroie procedwyz o Haitian ceremony'™ or how posses-
singy is regeiated in Dahomey and the nature of the possession ex-
[orivnes "™ sacl a cormpariscd will cetahlish idenlseiea ni the maost
'|_|'r¢;'|,"'|-={' LEL T

Dutianding in the manner i wliach leais af ATrican relipien are
carresd over i thase MNew World cociries wheee Cathalirigm s
predominant are the synerelisrmns Betweon Alrican and Christian
sacred beings, especially the maoner in which Cathelic pracrices wre
incompmmade ] anta e Advican itoals of the Begen eult groupa. The
exidence of 1his phenomenon bias been proved for Brand by Bameos.
whe i numeruws wiotk: Tas prnl.-ilh;'d Tl ey rnenlatien, 1:|:'|.|:|:|i1"|g
the zaines fhae carrespond 1o African gods. and depicting and ana-
byziag the riwal allaes on whickh croeifis and shemnolinkngsaphs nf
the saints jostic African afferinps and wood carvings in the African
manner. ™™ The Culan Enrm nf (s syneredism his been descriled
By Ortiz™® and has been reporked seweral times from 1ait. ™

The same phenuroenon: has been coported for the Mew Orleans
culis; thougl as tught Te expectied, the coctespondences are Jess
speciiic and fess oumerous bhan in these other countties, The [al.
Towing ey be analyzed:
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In the first sfdanre che icls of a white girl calling opon a Negme
voodno-wanam b utuen Telp o woncieg the man she loves. At the
enccting, the gl s allve] 4900 weaz oething black, acd i fofoed o oee-
awve U Ddrpins Teee o ces Danie, Dol smiee ook Erere e aegisleanlally
creszesl, thos spalng the <harm. T ihe room wers pantings of the
varinms Catyole sainns, ot an a'tar Telare wnich was 2 sascer conlaio-
g white sandd, quicksilver, and malasses. arexed with a Bue candlé
burping Bor Saibd [eeple [Yerogquene i, A0 ATe way throcaghe there 35 1his
S rape sxlure ol Lo Fobwisad aed wopnbaocenz, Tl "hdadacn’™ keeela
zt the pirl's Teet gadd -mtcuaes (e "Elail H:tr_'!."' af he Chuacch. there s
a swone ba Lile [voodlono tere Tor = L'eter] and anather to Siasme Ooni
(5t Michacil. The weaey colleerod ab e séance i putl in frone of
Al adear with the sign ol e coons 1™

In this passzge certain Bdemibeations of §isL ingeortance ase an-
conpleced, The wlenliey of Legha (Liha ool ats=ved gl 5. Peter
Follrens a0t przoesphe ehee wynerciisu o Haitn, here, aedeed . this wden-
eiheniamy i tlee e kzical, szoee Tala, gnantas of gate aml coozs-
roaele, b5 cerceives] as S e, pnanhan of the kevs. It 15 likesise
siznifhcant that he 5 ibe Grat af che two veodon spicies called ofoer
the “Hail Mary,” for this confirms aur a<somprion ni his ideaeify
werh the Legha of Flai and West Adzica, where 1Ris god i likewrise
the Nz callecdd Wy Rlame Dazd, Calile®s ez’ and the coonter-
part af the Dahonwan sorperd-deity Lan, whese color 15 white, 1s
wlentihed] with BE Alichived cangor T =aidd; 1t 15 apparent chat the
principle of idemtincation iz the ame as that wsich in Llaid idenlifies
the serperrs-dzrte with 510 Tatrick 1 {or underscamdable reasans, ap-
parently averlonked 1w dew Deicans ). Ccher instarecs nf 1he work-
ity ol ke princple ol svaeretisin given by Pocket'™ peed mnt Lie
trpetnl oo, it i ol aeresr thar, aecotding b ATiss Clwen's ag-
riranl cilenl ||j_.' livi, '™ the gg0e [IECH S 1% Tond AT the vouedoos
of hliszoori.

T e |_|1'-.'!|I'|l::-l:|1'||"l.‘*1'] Alvean charweter OF yowaglensism makes 7 the
Tecalitic: an o wloch o cwccnrs soge ol e et protiizing Amds in
which g sevk other ez dramatic but enually deep-zcated survivals.
Fer there is a0 mare reazan fo Twelisve thar other, oonreligioes
Adrcamsnsg bave dieldl oo 1han there 1z, in the light of Saxon and
Hurslot's aecounes, 1o credse 1he agzectinng nf thoese whoo stide that
the last wouctoo perlermree 1oz lace 2 18GF. Sar, on the alher
hand, i 1 ta be suppnsed ehat vordon is by any mesime restricted to
ihe remon about Xew Crleans. Tes infloence bas traceled far, and
the wvarchon doetar, s diseingminlied Frorn the huodes dector I:a_ suh-
jeee Tikewise 3 matter dor foture ditailed feld amalysia) is foutd
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practicing hic trade well ontside the limits af the Caullwitie, smuedime
Fresuel, area ol Leoniviana, Poederraker reports 'Togr Tamouws
voadon dueters” Tiving and practicing wilin & radus of Rity miles
ai the community ghe stedied,"™ whabe Tackserr, whao rives inozome
detail the distribution of ehe cult. states that in 1B25 it was csei-
mated that periiaps a hundred old men and women foliowed it as a
prideaaina Gn Atlanta, @l thar similar onlts, eeinderoed by VWest
In<dian miigration, Tave faken gremn ol e zerenn tinws inthe Xegra
disarict o New Yorlg 17

To view el the manner in which 1l type of worship and magical
eontrol represtoted by voodoo drives deep into the traditional belizis
of the: Nepra, it showld not be serprzing if future stusde shows that
rauel eofe of the cole has persizsted an s enscomarily Twld, Ler-
tainly, oy analysis of ATocan znvials in the el Siaees,
this Leamsiang emelavr, where sperial Listaomical oirgumstances have
made for the perpetuntion of ins Adrican cole aad {oc the prescrva-
tion of moere sumervns avd mere spechic A frcam proctices tham im
any plher porteon af the country excepling 1he Sen Islands, slinuld
eeeeive far greater and sesteasnonic attention thao bas heen given i,

7

Coertain Megro behels which cannet he s_-,-:.telnmi.'-:e:rj m terms af
even eon Fough 5 Aot nf categorics as has been empleyed in marshaling
the facts thus far poesented in this chapier, remain 10 be diecozssed.
In a wellantegrated svetem nf helief and rilual 1his wonld Wl be
toure, Tad whers vanlact bas olstarted values ancd chanmed mades of
expression, plemomeni of Hue kingd now Do T discassce] T conlact
wilh such frma nd efie? and belawvior a: have heen previowsly con-
sidered. They are no less important for the stody o Adncan sur-
vivale Lecauae 0f e position they tabee n the ordering of Negro
lile, hnwever. and requoire careful expositivn and adegquate zoalysis.

The conception of the Dewil held Ty Kegrses in the Ulnied S1aLes
tray be anken as the firse of these points, In the religons system aof
the whitez, this character hields secondacy stymreanre, vscest pers
haps o those evanpclizal ebucches where 1he ponisluncm of the
damned as focwsed in the prrsonality of Sakas is sicessed. Yet the
Drvil as cnawesived hy $he BMegroes 35 o diffcrent Saean, even Trom
ihag el the Frotestant proups that preach che doctrine oi damnaticn
moct \ljguruuﬁl}l; wlicls roean: that the Flff.lh!l:"l'l'l :'!g::li.rl aciesy of
analyzing 1he elements gonteibuting to a belief which, differing in its
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present form from its gonnterpard among whiles, represents a com-
Linativz oF celbugal impalses
The maiter has hevn puat 1o 1he [n]Lc:lerl._g [erms :

The Alricans cling o ‘heere fendency to worship the malewlent oren
alter Lhey bave bemrd af Chmstiatoty, Chte Lishop sebond eleeem why they
peesisted in warshiping the Avvid iasteanl F God. Tl roply wees, "God
o, God s love and don’t hurr anylasdy: -dn oas won slease, Gad
clom™ liert you; Gul do bad and ele deviE will gel yon eere? We neecd
not Laiher asaut Ciad, b woe by to keepon 1he good side of the dewil.”
The Soutlieen Megre Likewise gives he devil as 8 gporsenaes comsiders
ably more aflection Mo is pand hing 3w the present w hites, thougl in
1l |1:u.| |:|:.-I|1 ir, n.':itil.in u.nd n 1|1|.' E:Lrl}' {_-.l:l:.::-nit:i as owell wx o cdlier
paris o b oworld thes pereovage was rreatly feared of il aciually
respechsl, seemiing 4o shows 1hat thee Abricaes were nop aloane e thaire
ermphasic af ¢he malevelent element it cedieion, !

il vomments o Megse comeepts af the 32eal may Tie ol Ba
clariiy e prsilaim Enrlber

Salan .. Lis o Tagnbiat Retee 1 meane s oo o T a-:od Ahat
while he is a wery ceal and eerrille pecsonape;, there 5 alwavs o leely,
almioel meeraiul sy pestaon e atention @2 ia bwoee. . 0 The par-
\.-::-1'.:||i|}' b S s, therefoce, groovwee i t=epor o anel o osiaTee o |'|'j-:_l,'-
merg bt the nepre, The place be holds i segro theedogy b= not unlike
that which he rcoygpred in che nuracke plavs of 3w meddle ages Thers
wrerns A jrhersat tendency 1o insincetity in o pereo demionolopy Satan
is 3 decicod convenzener. 1Y e aiways possilde o load spon Tim what
elxe memel Teoa woipln ape dhe conzcience, TTa4 Satan TolOs e sinner
reseonnilde [ot Lhas has s eompendatie asain i e Taer elsn Saan
himseli 35 tu e oeebioan ] 14

Fluretog, whe discosses the Negro posnc af wiew wath the infimacy
of amsile knowledgre, deseribes e claracter of e 1oyl an cun-
ceiverd by Flomida Negroes in thess bers.

ThE I]I."a'il. i‘- Tk tl'l'!'! Ee'rrinr I;I.1a: ]'H: 3 N EI.ITI'.I-I'_E:'ITI FQ‘II-'.'-I".-F{ ]rt‘ |5 o
powerful tricksier wha eilen compeses succeseiully with od. There
is a zlrang sespicion 1hat the devil iz @ extension of the slory-makers
whale God is che supposedly insprepnable white masters, wlo are never-
thelese cefented by thie MNeproes 18

Tl this Tewil 3 far from the fallen angel of Furepean dogima,
Hee avenper who presides over the tereors of hell and Lenlels the souls
of the damned to their pepallies, is apparent. 5o o lifferest 8 1bis
tricksterlike ereature Erom Satans ag genetally conesived, e, 1lat
he is almost a differsut being. To account Jur the diffecence, there-
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fore, we Jurn agains be-thet charpoler in Dehomear=-Yoruha mythal-
opy, the divine irackster and the god of accident known as Legtm"'
the deity whi wields his great power bewause of his ability Lo autwit
kis fllmw gods, His importance in the daily Tifs ofthee Weg
Alricans has already been discussed. W know beyond dispute tha
it has carried over into the Mew World in the evidence citml from
Brazil, Guiana, Trinidad, }aiti, and New {rleans. Heee under
varinms names—[ebha, Legha, Fleplara, Tihi—he pules the cross-
roads andd, as an exlensicon nd his poewers ancd dutes o West Africa,
“npens the gate”™ Bar the ofler goads af all ritpals. Tt of some im-
partance boopate that, in Weet Africa, this deity is identiied with
the Thwil Ty miszionaries ; and cenzidered tom the point of view of
their warkd concepe, tuned a5 it is to 2 dichotemy Between pond and
bad. this celeshial trickster who balks the pods with Tes cuaning
could easily be interpreted in this Eashion. It s thos understandable
how, in tise New World, where Protestantism placcet spoeial ctn-
phasis npon the difference between pond and ovil, th teioierpreta-
ticin of thiz cdealy as the Pevil was ezpecially lagical,

Ter raaberprotation was were vechal thar wiliecwise ;) o no sense
did e swvlve a whalchearted acrcplame eithee of Hie Doevil’s pers
sonaldy as Jdemcled o Christian theelogy or s function as the
representative uf ewil in the umiverse. Tie trwdidivnm im Adrican
thought which holds pothing o be endicely gocdd o7 entire™ had roes
5o deep that & i= hard to =ee how it could be given vrer {or the less
rcalistic European penchant for concepts phrazed in terms af blacks
and whites, We have already seen this Afcican point of view opera-
tive in the Ulnited States in such maiters as as=sigoing to charms or
cther supermatoral deviees powers at once good zod evil. This is of
a peyeholagical picee with the pliancy of the Megroe in social sitea-
timd thiar makes if hit e diplounae whio hag been able to weather
gaarne of the haedeal Hiioes known enany proup of Tenman essgs,

How much cleier 1he Dewil of American Naproes 15 oo e chiar-
acter of the African inckseregrd 1han Ao the heazes of [0 noose
amonp non-Negro peoples Gin be seen Ttam the Eallowing Juseripe
tion of one of the Devil's West AlTncan counterparts;

Lephba 15 ezsentially a trickster: butl Tike all soperwaioeal Pahomean
Furces, he van be benchicend a5 well as malevolent. Wore chan any other
deitr . . . he st Be worsllined by all cegacdless of cult affilZation,
for as mesmeoger of all the gecls 2wl hete spokestoar, be s e ooe (o
be propititer] o reguest 15 W T2 granted Ly 4 supertataral Soroe; he
alone has the power to &t .'I.'E.'ililt_" 4::-713'i:r|. m'irql.l!'l.'rnl:l,rrﬂ; i'p. th= -:lﬂ:il!'in:,r -:ld'
a person, and the power, alao, to sdd to themiM
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It §s thus apparent ehat, while Christioniby gave oo the MNegroes i
the New Waorld muck of s own world view, in the United Scates,
where the perpetuation nf Afncan gads ynder their nwn fames was
impoztible, the process of eeadjustmont permitted the deity do sur-
wive under & difTeremt designation. Thar he survived thus disguised
dres nor matter, for dizguise, Mzelf a technique of survival, in highly
conpenial b the Africac hahies of thougld 1hat, as we can see, were
nevct entirely given over by the Negenes in their now setling.

Another Megra belief that may well be the suerival of a ecnecpt
having wide distrsboeion in West Alrica concern: what may in
broadest 1ecm: he calied “letle poople’ 1t hos never been formn-
lated carefully Iy thinge weho have studicd the Tolic-belefs af Megroes
in this country, buc here and there a sentence o 2 paragraph in the
Titerarure is highly suppestive of the poszibilities of systematic in-
quiry inte the nature and foncticmng of such beings.

(e aof the earlicst aeconnes in which creatures of this tvpe Gure
iz & diseussion of the Tolk-teies of Georpia, wherein 2 versien of the
weoll Rt tat-bahy stoey iz heing diseozeed :

Ag T leaxnl i th sate of the sovthecomust cautitigs ol the Sears, the
I!:l.r-'hil.h}' Wil h}' FIZI FIIELAS i J0erd m:Ltufal.'.'l:er]., Tfelens HTATE, Tdat &
Nwing crvele whess tody, thranagh sune wmystecinms nak of natace,
wis reznpadg] ol . and wlase hlack lips were ewec parted a0 ao ugly
grir. Tz roongter dar-baby, whbich baoated the wonds anel lomely placey
abeaat wue plancation. was bopreaczbed as wholly vicioozs inoclhatactes, ever
beil upon casnaeing lictle Jolks anls ie: yiekhog, thewgh wire-like em-
bzace. Wl du 1 remermbar the dread cof lt“:nl.'-::unl;l.-.ring thi: Qpre H!ﬂ_‘:
crealre o aoce rendsle spol, where T slhoold he wnalide tnowithsiand
ite Eascinations; [ar ot was said o be abiposaible to poss the tac-Taby
without striking it, so provoking was s grin mud s insolting it Des
havior generaliy,—and whea cpze you Bad steouck 0, yooo wese o, T
wat always oo the luckom foc 3, bul, ¥ s oeedless inosay, T never
cneouedered at. exeepl i Jecatn-land, woere again and again was suf-
fered Lhe whspeakable hosenr of being catght and held stuck fast o it
larty ebrace?”

Ths dnegenent s interesting far many reasonz other than the
Adfrian fraditivn mircered in 3t, and may firse he cronparal oy datn
gatherad amang the Negeees of the town of Paramacitas, Duaich
Criaaa, whece 1he belied i the dwaris called bakew causes mothers
ta arstill in their children much the zame fear that is espressed
the laes gueted alnwe These dwarfz, half wood, half fesh, are
Tgivea' by aopead:itiooer oF evil mapgic to a client who withes wealth.
They "work™ Eor tikit owner; should somecne try to secike them,
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they present the wooden side and then kil the one who has tried to
hartn them. Evendoally

Afbter the cwner of a pair of deéry dies, and Jhere js mo ane 9 care
§or them, they dizappear ta live on the road, A javorne diversion of
theirs ic o mingle with elalgeen who are on theis way honee Trom
school. They 1ey 1o pewch the cluldren, w lease ooy, amd 1@ alTer e
aolrinks B as deatk Yor o child 1o deimk irona the e Lotole sacie eedes
carcies im his pocket | .. A woman whose own uung bad hag twe
guch <reatures, losked wnder the Bed after ber aunt died, caught &
glimpee af the drekru, and Hed, They were very black, —hbiack T, black
skin, black eyes. . . . like Lush-Mepma childrent!

Several points of cesembianee between the ar-baby of Gerrgia
and the Fagre of Cuizna are 4a be discerned al ance—reheie black-
ness, the append they lave for clildren, and e danger 1hat anines
when children come inta theie power. The differences must also be
considered. the ot important Tor our sorpess Setag thit she fars
bahy is reprcted as o hoage hgure, wlale the &xerd arg amall aod
child size.

TWe miy turn next tu certann Ster cilstians winel oell of wlat,
on the surface, may zecm to be beliefe apoeriaining o =omewhat
dafferent Isminps, For the follewing citations we are imleliedd 10
Puckerl s thrrauel search of the Icerature ancd his painziaking ree-
oreds Hﬂiﬂtﬂj al1er |:-e;':r'5.-:_:|n,:|| i||-:'|_|,1ir_',.' i the el The Tosr, Traen 1hea
ltcratuee, siates:

Ty ane Gullab cistiact, Sabey, whoom the Kegeoes Ieasod becadse of
his abilaty o throw soelle. was o “gueer, misskapen anlatez, zlmast an
albissz, with preen cees and yeliow woool Liginine atel thaeoching a slnewd
and twisted, though good-nacwred rsnker e "

An informant it Mizsissippe reporied thal

CHheis sayv that hoodoomen, wha aiways Bave [ong hair amd beards.

alwayrs carry a Laded cane wack which ciey Wil whether you are honest
oF toe 12

Im Boally these cibatinag we encounter conoepls thal may T expressed
it most gencralized form as the assoeiation of abnoesality with
supernatural powers—=in the caze of the Zea Telawl] creatore, dwurf-
sett and albindstn i dhat of (e Broelhwman, [neg Anie and heard,
physical traits not eamoonly encountered among Megrocs. Twa
miare qualations gré grelinect at this pomee. Chte seads

A Georpia convert told of God beinp a little white man twa fect high



.14 TrHe Myre ar THE Mecwo Pa=T

with pretly haar, ending ber restitnetty by mourning and singing, “Ain’
{ETS preeLy haic ¥ Ain' clat pretty hair 2 1=t

The otlet, fecim a Coluttbus, Missisaippd, informant, in as Iollows:

Fsrape trom an embarrassing predicament is another favorite theme,
iuziraced by the cccape of “de widder-woman {eum de 1laicy Man.
D 1laicy Man had coiched ber 0 de woods an” was fisin' ter ®ill Twer.”
but she asks For 2 Eew moments in which to pray. The "Hairy Man"
didun'e know whal prayer was, o tlee wonnan took acdvaniags ul thes spir-
tual ignocanee 13 call ber dogs, whi ate ups her 1sansticns asdallaog 23

We may noar torn to West Atfrica for comparative materials
which will bring these ctranda togetlaer. Baflray speaks of wvarinusg
kinds of zvpernatural brings which among the Ashanti empower
magic charms. Of the susten, or charm, he glates:

The muwer nb suman comes from muwcatie (Fairies), SartEanzam
[iorest monster of 1hat name], sancan fafee [ghows of henters]. and
aheyifo {witches) 12

Tllustrations ace given o wood carvings made by Ashanti arcists of
the Arst 1wo {vpes o cocatares named above?™ The Snrchapsawe is
latge in contrast to the two mmoars, the Tarpes creaiure heing gis.
tigoished by its long hair on heal, fave, sl a0 e pulde qepion.
The rext implements the allosteations. OF e seconfn, desceiled
by Harray somrewhat unfortanably ol U citalion alowe  as-
"Takcies,"" b gaps

The most chamacteristic Teature of these Ashanti “lirtie olk™—rle
woril wumasta pralahly means "the litte animais'—is ther §eet, which
pount backwards They are said to be abow a foou in stalore, amd 1o be
vl fheoe distinct varietes: black, red, aw? wlite, arl ey coocerse by
whistling. The black fairica are more oc less moocaos, Tt the white
armed et red momedtae ace upoee all kimds of mischisf, sach as stealing
Boavwmave s’ palm-wine sl Lhe Boas! left over Erom the previons Jay.
The hil-relnres? weoatia are alsn verssd in the mabking of al neaaner
of symen which they mayg at times he perssaded to barter 1o moctals by
means of the “sbend grade,” | 052

The Srqbansam, o which Rattray oies a parallet ar to the east in
the Miger Prelta region Erom Mus Macr Kingsley's irst A fricas
Sradics '™ are dezcribed as follows

The Srsafanzam of the Gold Coasd au] Ashanii iz 2 monster whick
3 sairl tg inbabil pans of i Jdense vicpin fnrests. It §s coverel with
long haic, has large Boml-shat eyes, long leps, and feet pantiag Toth
ways [t sits on hugh branches of an ednsm or onyrag iree and dangles s
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lags, with which at times it hooks up 1he ufwary huneee, It 3% hosoibe
to miak, aocl g .1.1.1|'||:||'|5|:d. ik b Esi:ﬂ_:iall:.r at fnm'il::.r vwri*h the raal 'Fll'it:stlf
clats. Humters whn go imta the forest and sre never heard of again—
as sometimes happens—are suppostd to have been caught by Sestbans
ram. Al of them are in lcague with abayite (witchesy, and with 1he
mkeatid, in other words, with el wozkers in black inagic. As we hawve
oen, however, and will see agao farther o, their power L& sonserinmes
solicied e anled [t 1n the sermen {[eti-:h], A rlr«‘rExH:Lri]:,- wilh a

riew 1o rmpinving that power for puepases of witrherast, but rather the
reverse, 12

Dir{ﬂl}' carnparibtdi aith wese "Talle peaple™ of the Ashant are
the {ffmeerr 0 1he Yrroba and the asizen of Thahomey.'** These ace
creatures which, in the Porest, accost hunters aned give W them the
knoewlede of medicines and ef mapic that makes those who follow
the cccepation of hunter se power ful. Simatarly comparable to the
Achanti Soshonsaee are the Dabomean yehizee coghans, the borest-
dwelling, many-harned, fre-heeathing mansters who are the subject
ol mutneros tales e which ehe Tunders, like the Blssizeippd woman
cilyghe in the Cembarrassing prodicamene,” ane saved by some occor-
renee plieaacil in terms of the UFlight op the Tree” metif, wherein
the e anaglee] rleviwez warme ttick whaeh enables hiny fn eall his
dops ancd 1hne caewin his puesaces,

The Epsriratiiom wlhiclh creatores afb fig woaz baldd o7 A ircamd
canant be owderestimaeed Teey Bpure in the thought and interests
of the peaple, 3¢ refected both in thoir evervday convecsstion and
i their tales and myths, Their livinp quality can ooly be realized
by those whe have had firsthand contact with a functioning fare,
thal is nat mersy a collecion of old wives' tales, representing hap-
petnpgs of the long apo. Tn the disintepration accompanying the
scrnlieeative protess, these Gpomes with their misshapen bodics, thear
bairiness, thear supernatoral powers, their whisthng, and theie fond-
ness Eor brickery and destroying wman lkfe have unde standahly
merred inte one another, eeoming blurred e easthne and confused
in attribrte and Eanctinn. Yot they are uemistakable in the quota-
ticesa that have been cited. The menoedia have lost their chacacteristic
of backward-tursed Lecl—ar leagt, tiee such “litnle Eofle™ have as yeot
beem reporiee from the Mew World—b5ue trarts of the “white” and
“red" vaneties of sinaatie are 1o Ta discerncd o the magie ende
assigned thi %ea Island dwarf and the concept of God that came to
Lhe Gmmia converl. while 1T hal Fawnewlen dwaeficlh bofra and the
huge tar-baby lkewize partake of ather claracterstips ateributed to
these Achanti figuces, Greater detall frome other triles of YWest
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Africa 35 necessary 7 ihe variation e these creatures as envizaged
weer e entite area is 10 be grasped; in the New World, too, further
search needs to e made Jor their survieals, When such daea are in
hand, howewer, we will be able to A1 % pur present roupgh oullines
with precise km:-wl:rlgc of how, onder accultoration, the mecging of
traits Trorn warivus Adrvican feibes represented By e slaves wrrked
nut intoe geacralized belief of the 1ype cmbodied in these manifesta-
ticns of the "httle Eolk'™ conespd.

Ghnsiy, witchas, and vampires are as well knoswen in Africa ns n
Ewrope, so that in this caze the probiem is 10 indtcate the Adlrican
asperte of the Golief in these Lemps Toumd among Negross of e
United Sepres. Parsons speaks of ofd women eing regarded as
witches in the Sca 1:tand:, and tells the preventive measures 1o b
taken when they aec honght Ie he abogt:

v . There s ihe famihar b=hes ahout hags-wogmen whn shed jheir
skina anel wortsnua Hll.'l!'[&ll’.‘:rh—“-:l'.' bivi#s wlil rice |rli'-.|1't-|r: i de E:IIJCI.I."
And the peecautiogs ta T raken are kewize Familiar. " Say if yoo want
to ketch dat haig, vou scatter mostard-seed Bo' de do', ‘canse musiand-
sem:l w0 N, '|'|ii.'|: it g2 L 15|.-:Lrni1:||.:." War u.].:u'i:l. yuL EEsk aal sillt g
peppr i the discarded skin.'®

Y dcsrriptiﬂn nE the pawers of these nld wocken as enatreival Tiy
Mizsourrs Neproes, thwuph perhaps cverdramatized, may Likewise
Iz om0l rloawn

lr:r:ulr'l}' .2 korw o charmserd bl whim she saw oo, and was re-
sowved 10 do what she could to relieve the wnconscious vieoim. £3h! She
knew Annt Mymew, and o old the others. Although chey wisited and re-
ceived her an wirn, althougl she hiad laved i the calao 5 (ew rods Erom
Granny's for vears. oot one of them cver went oo bed at night without
Ieigimyg wp A horee-shag and 3 pait of wool-rards at the bed's Bead. Mot
one of them failed 10 porr a cup ol owstard or fgrnipe seal on the door-
step and hearth, so that she woold bave oo cnoatk all thise seecls before
she conld o vt the door, or down the chimney 1o e their hair into
knod=_ o Awist the Ecathers io tlex beds o halks e sclal as stone ; to
pinch them with cramps and chewmatism ; Lo ride un tleir clests, holds
g T thear therals as by a bridle, while she spit fice at Meca 1] cock-
crow Mot one of them had any doubt as to hee alnlisy tn jump oor of
her skin wheasver she pleased, and take e Tarsn of uwl, blark dog, cat,
wall, horae, or cow. Mot ome of them merely suspocied, she knee
Mymer conld appear i owo places aL uooe, ride a broomstick oF 2 bar

like a charger, ard briog sickness and bad luek of al| sneta off whomever
she pleased 130
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Wampiras alsa have théic describable habnts:

WempdTes are nol fsnmoao, bul oma Megre lells oF 4 potang pirl eon-
slantly declining whil= an ol wurcam goo beeter and beses. This was

bacauce the harridao sucked woutp folks’ blood while they slepr. “De
chillun dies, 31" she keeps an abivin'.”

Ancther Missoori “wilelet-onman has Blood sueking childeen
There are several ways of keeping these creatiires Trom one's hodse

Zalt eprinkied thorcughly about the house and ezrecially o the fire-
place : blark pepper o o knife about the person ; or matches it the hair,
all bresyr dire pestochanicns o 1bese ambrigeous siaiters, o . 0 Ha'nts,
like witches, may also be kept away by planting mostace] seed under
ynaT -;j.l':l:-r:n:rr'|:-I oT |'|:|.' kecmaing i tifter under your b=ad while a.=|-EE?.
Some say that ghosis will not budge Erom a foor with fern seed im the
hatlew, thawrl cdee alfocrsant recdanzotgnls fery weed oF selphur ko keep
SpIFIE away,

Thic same student gives atteation 1o the African derivation of
certan af these metharls:

T|'||: ETed ek vilriirlr\c Amnng T|1: Nfgrn:lr—s, 'is [ (4] I‘H;' E-:_:-1|n|:| n ﬂ'll:' gﬂ::l
numbwr of methorl: 3sed in avoding or driving o witches, The most
comman legene in 1hiz regacd is that of an old witch who took off her
ckin, hoog it on 4te wall and weon off 10 ode seme one. While she
wit gone a man slippee in aod sorinkled eod peppes in the skin. The
witch care Lk ane tried b sl i on, "What e rmatlah, shin® Skanny,
dna yiau koo me? MNaan’ v krnnw ™™, n'l-rinn}'.r Tkan' yipe koo
me " she cried 10 agany, hopping up and down ontil she sas finally
discrverad and killed In varinus 1orms 1his came plot exists a1l threugh
the Scuth —in Greorgia, Missouri, Yiegima, Toosiana, Morth Carcolina
and the =ea Tslands, a9 well as a0 the Bahomas. The belicf is oo wide-
spread oo be an milepeodent develapaonent; 1 1le hess a1 by koowledge
ibis ot Joocct in Farepe; Tl an Weal Africa tsere is the wicespread
wdea that she witch leaves her sken behind on gring e, and amang the
Yaic ¢ is thought chat calt and pepper will poevent her getting back
into hrr Ride

et these methode of discovering, halding, and punishing witches
and vampites are preaent nof only en the two parts of West Africa
indicaied by the references, but they have alse been fownd. in the
conrse af feld-work, i Migeria, Dahnmey, and ameong the Ashanti,
an<d, ik the New World, in Guima, Haitl, Jaimaica, Barkados, and
Teinidad. Tn Dalmey, there arg Thnse wha will wars one to beware
the old wotnen with Wandsbar ewes whie 26l in the noarket, since
hagpling with them will anger them and bnng on thair venpgeance ;
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or, in Migeria, to be on guard against old men and women, becuise
they are capable of translating theie love of eviladaing apta aetion.
What weems to b -Furapean in the citalinmg given alyeee—hecom-
stick riding, 1he alafiey fip 1urn oneself anog an andmal—is, however,
African s well, asul reprezents the strenpihening of belief when
eompatable phenomena in the ewo cultures come into eontact. Tiow
elose Eoropean belied is to Adrican, where such characieristics are
concerned, 15 made plain by Fattray's tal= of how wiiches were cun.
cetved by his Asbante infermmang ;

“The majority of wikcles are women,' he comlinoed, Yot they need
o necessaply be very ol weomen, 8 an 1d witch wishes her daughier
ta Twecgme g wikch she vl Bathe her rl,'[lm',f:rﬂ}' with 'imelirine' p1 1he

. . kibcken-michilem. The frreit desize nf o wilch s e et 5:-1.-.::-|||-e'I bt
she will nae Ao this sa tha: aoy ane may sees they suck hloast Each
witch has o part 0l Whe Teely ol wilneh sl 3 parvtcalatdy forcd. - L
The fersan, am awakerng, will ceooplan of hacss aaed ol Tac[ode
eiphbEabl. . . . Wisches alwaws try o elwdio sione ol3eer Thik Taeleaapged
b Ll Eorsm w !.I'E\ with to kil soel: as bees, ooml- l.'l:ll:'i:IIH;"i o
weanst-heads ; warches ear rranzform themsclees imto bords, chiclly owls,
erews, viltures and pazracs: soes house-flies and fiee-Hies, into Tyeiss,
beapards, hoans, clephancs, fewga and all seia anamals, acd alss alo
sniakes, "t

Tr is apparent that ehis leaves swele patent transformatinns 1o be
accounted v as are dictated by life in the teperate sone—enws,
horses, wolves, and the like—ansd inehcates that che concept of the
bruomstick as a means af kwomation iz Foropean. T, by the same
token. thiz passage sipnihcantly documents the manner in which
]Jt"l'ifEE. I:I.‘l'Ti'-.'I.'IJ {T\IIII.'I.'I \'HTiIII.I.N 'IH'JTHTH'IH. II!- 1|:I1" "._:lll.l 1||:|I|'-IZZII'I.II I:Iil.'l.':' T-I:in-
foreed egch eaber, and indicales ohee again the caution neederll when
disenssions e congcled] i ferms that aserli=w e ATIY AIME HTLA the
role nf absnlule soweee o presenicnce Lo traits [ound I<nh
Eyrope and in Africa.
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THE CONTEMI"ORARY S ENE: LANGUAGE
AND TIIE ALRTH

It has Lo beenn held that the principal contribution of the Megro
Ler Bl eeuMure af the Americas, aned roost particulatly to the calbees
of the United =tates, Vs tn the t;':-:p'rq'sg'i-:_'un ol his rogwical gift.’
Since the "di.El:l:I'l.'E‘l:':.-" R LTY e-:]:-irih:l'..l:x ﬂ'lll:_:-rr'l}' aler thie Cavil War,
and markedly in roeent vaars witl M spoeu] of the "blues' apd the
dewvelopment of jaze aml swil:l.j;, mriusitians have deswn fl.‘tﬂEl:.' rirk
Negro folk meladies and ehovthms. Ino somse instances the haerawing
has been direct, 3s wheee Negro rebygiowns songs have found eheir
wity tnte the hrmnals of the white cherches. “Swing Low, Sweet
Clhariat,™ Foc e=ample, is as fanvliar to whites 3t to Neproes, and
am | Tkeelibeandd 1 sung maore fregquently by the {ormer than by the
Luder, The fewrlenery af whie sonp wnilers ta take wver the stylistc
values and meladic progressions nd Noprn music. as accnrs 7 stch
popular songs as Ol Blan River™ and “That's Why Darkics Were
Barn,™ @5 anciher case in point. A third infueoee of Negeo music
finds expression in the more sericus works, Dvotak's symphony
“From the Hew World" has s a2 fashion that hag been increas-
ingly fellowed. until teedar 1ts mamebestations ranee from imtmediate
applications of Megro mosical liom, a4 in Gershwin's opera Forgy
ard Renr, thraueh 1he reworkiog ol this wcdivcan inosiccl eompositions
as Powell's "Sumthern Bligealy,” no s lews comscious transTation
m recent works by such yoanlger wlite Aanerican sfooreers as Ry
Hoeris atd Aacon {Coplad.

Tn the Tghd nd the wide populary of Neogrn Tolk mdsie, and the
ingpiritin L hax been ot campodces, o33 seeange Whar it hog not
been subjected 10 2 morc extensive musicological analysis. Such
stinlies a5 are Eound are too often marked by the vadocumented
assertion that has hecome familiat im the preceding chapters as
characterizing Megro studies in general, <o that. oy in regacd o
pther aspects of Megra calture, comtroversy as v decivations ypi-

abx
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cally takes the form of mere statemeént and coonterstatement. To the
main, these discussions turm wpon the extent o which Megro mosic
eefleces African patierng oc is merely 1 eevatiping of European
thetiztic taterials boerowed From te whites, The supporting C¥h-
detce 35 largely conhted to #udies of Nepra religious songs—
spiritials—as these are related to white religivus music, Eare, -
dezd, are 1he availlable comparisons belween the egro music of ghe
United States and Afriea while, morsover, students have almust
compietely failed 40 econpnize that ehe Negro songs of the United
Statca are bur part of & Jarger hody of Mew World Mepro music.
Wet thas larger bowly of song, a3 foeod i the Casibhean and Lacin
America, offers not vnly a sure approach 40 an woderstanding of
the processes that have brought into beiopg the variows Torme of
siepro music we know today. but also aferds 4 race appertunily e
study, under the unusual conditions of historic control already com-
mented on, @ problemn of wide implications for an understanding of
thange in musical sryle whesever this ooours.

Tt is of snme mtercst 10 trace the changes in point of view as to
Mhe qrigiss oF Megro owsic it Tave Taken plase i the Lindted
Statea. It was Or3l aseumcd thai, i essence, the songs af 1he
Megrews tepresented 3 welhng forth of the anguish expetienced
under slavery # In time, however, opinion prew that, since this music
diffeced from other forms of mosical expression. Africa was to be
looked to for an cxplanation of its essential characteristics; this
point of ricw was most clearly and vigoroosly expressed in 2 vol-
umie bey the musicnlrgist and mneic ceitic, I . Erehbicl® Freh-
hael's special concerty with Nepra songs stentmed Eram hia Ericndship
with Lafcadin Hearn and Genrge W. Cable, whose interesl in the
Merrees of Lowisiana had resalted o the collectian uf 2 ennsaderalile
number of voodoo calt sunps from New Orleans, wherein pon-
Eurvpean elements are proncunce). Krehbigl had heard some =img-
ing by Afriesn MNegroes at the World's Fair in Chicapo in 1893,
and this andontwedly influeeed his approach. ¥Wet, as warh all later
writers who teeated of Negrn aongs, he made no detailed scody of
Afeican shycical stvle, bt relied smainly om owhat he oontd glean
Erom travelees” acennnts and edher gonmpsical waorks,

Mo gerions aeilique of Krelbiel's mareeinls hag ever been unders
taken. bt in 1926 3 paper by e late Erich M, won Hembostel, 1he
distinpuished musicolopist of the Cniversity of Beclin, soppested a
newr lize af thoagle' and initiated a2 countercureent that bas Loday
berame dominant among aedentz. According to von Homnbostsl,
who based his conclysions on ampeessions of Negro singing during
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a briei wisit to the United States, the outstanding aspects of the
Mgt spitituals are European, such characieristics ag dhe pontatonic
scale, the “Scotch zmap,” and a tendency 1o hatimses in ghicds all
being weil-knuwn traits of white folk music. Only ome sach featiare
15 held to be of African derivalion—"Tepding Jacs sung by i single
voire, aliernating with o pefrain sung by the chorus” Horphostel
coneluded 1hat in the United Seafes the Nepraes have evolved o repl
Falke musig which, while neither European nor A Cricam, i5 an express
#ion o the Adrican myseca] pemius for adaptation that has come oot
upder contacd with Eaceipgn musical values, Y Had the Negey slaves
ke dpken tn Ching instead of to America. they would have Jevel-
oped Iolk-zongs in Chinese stle'; as it was, they devized songs
made . . . in Eoropean style'" The purcly Afcican clement in this
musac is the manner of singing ese songs; i motor behavior alone
has abaripinal habil pereisied:

Waot what he sings 1= s0 characteristic of his race, hot the way he
gings. This way nf ¢he Megros identical 10 Africa and in America and
is totalky dificrent fram the way of any other rece, bt it is difficolt,
if nat impassible. 1o deacribe or analyze itd

Plase stwdents todaw lay emphasts opos the imporlance of what
the Negroes borrowed Erom Evuropean melcdies, a position typifed
by tke analyses of Newman White® George Pollen Jackson,'! and
(:. B. Johoson® “Their position holds thas whatewer African cle-
trems rnay he presenl b the spiritoali—they Tave nof considered
to any extent the musical steuchaee nf clher 1v0es nd Negeo snlg
iownd i the United States—tehe roceespomdence between [boo ynd
the reiipious sonps of the whites are o clew zmd 5o ogmeraus that
one el search wma juether. Some retention of African elements is
admitted tn have been possible. but these are held to e of such <hight
imticheice a5 1o be almust nepligible ®

Yet, we ask once again concerming this clement of MNegra lide,
cutt aty analvsis of affliatons bassd om the soroting 0F enly one of
two possible sources be regarded as walid from 1he point of mosico-
Iewical smd historical scholarship® Thers is, indeed, 3 cettain 8ig-
mificant malaise concecning o poinl, 1lerzng who smphasizes the
absence of Afrcan eiements in the spirituals, bat who has wsorked
in Liheria (the mousic he collecesd thers has wol been paehlishoed, nor
hat any analysiz of the relationship between it and the songs of the
'I“"It'_g'n:'-l;"s in the Lokl Stades lween made available), stresses ihe
nead for considering the African clement in the eguation when
reviewing works by Juhnson and Jackson'® “All discussions of the
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Megea Sparituals have suffered, and still suffer. through insofcient
kwowledgs af Afrean musical material,”" he writes; and ke under-
seoces the caution later it the zame review when be states that, “it
s defimitely necessary to wtilize the avaitable fimdings on African
music more sceinmsly and peinstakingly than las been done s
far." Johnaon, in his 1031 paper aleeady cied, alwo mentions e
matter @ I poay be ohjceted that T have started az the wroog end of
the wvestigativn of the relation of the spirituabs to African and w
Enplish music, that the African side shoold have come first.'' The
reseryvation, however, is cxplained in ierms of the speeial technigoes
aceded for analysiz of tribal music, and the paveity of the compara-
tive African materials.

It in vndeniolle that alave anything elie more data are weeded,
Toe ihe wia o s lige @l problecs af Negpren sohgs cm be solved
ooy By nttensive somly of an adegeate beady of transcriptions aof
recorded melelics and thythms The range o varation o Svegro
music In &cale vatoe, general form, and ehyihmic steuciore ;) whether
the sonprs of a griven 1l of Africa have 1 stvle restricted 1o the
group or are a part of & more widespread pattern: what las hap-
pened to these various tribal and regional styles wwdes eontacl witly
Luropean music in the 2ew World when W ifFereaces and sirmi-
larities fonnd Tetween the generalived characierisics of 0 World
Furopean and Adrican musie are considerm]—all thess must await
systemalic cecorrding. careful teanscription, and eancent ratedd analysis.
Far geeater attention muszt be given to nonreligious folk neusie ai
United States Begroes than has hitherto becn pecorded songs of
1his kind 'TIM;'}' Ty avbracke] o cetiom |||'£_:r|.'|' el aflerding Seman
thowe conecrhed wille avalyxing theie wards, But the actual melodies
gad rhyehims of witk zougs, of songs of secrimmation and rdioulr,
of prison songs, are needed to sopplement the rather exiensive col-
lectivms o spiritmals available for sudy 1

In the Wesr Imelies, except for Cuba, W, Jamaica, and in
Guiana, almost no published materials ean be fcund ;' pven when un-
publiched recordings are taken tnto accoont, cur resources Fepresent
anly a Eragmemt of the mateczals. Braziliam recordings are almost
nomexistent, while but little has been published of Negra muosic Trom
that couniry X' and thas is the enore troe Eng those porlines of
Latin America whetein Negro popolations may have retained some-
thing of their muysical pahies fromn Africa™ awd therehy mifueneed
the snags of theic Eutogean and [hdion oneapatsioes '®

It 13 egsdeblal e n-"\-i'l.'lgn_ii'.e:l hevaewar, thal I!r."l.rl.;.-:":':i]:-lil.mﬁ and
analyses of recordings, no mabier how carsfully and minately done,
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car for alt theie importance never tell the entire sbory of the rela-
tignghip of MNew World ro African musical styles, nor of (e differ-
shees between the music of various parts of the Mew World. For,
as vom Hurnlostel obeerved, the problems alio inenlves the oon-
sideration of the intangibles of singing techmiques and moter Rabil
accampanytng song quite ag moeck as the agual pougressions that
may he capied down from recordings” The matter has itz amalogy
in the playing of jarz and swing; in the diffeculties which the Hew
York Symphony Socicty and Walter Damrosch, itz condocor,
foond in mastecing Cershwin's “Bhapsody in Bloe' or in the
trials of European bands wlen they arioempe to iootabe the swing
rhytbroa af the Americgs, Kven the siyle of white hands in the
Yertern Hemisphere is noticeally dilferent from that of he Negro
organaztions,

Arnotig these intanpeibles is the close mtegraticn between sonp and
dJance foond everywhere in Advica. Motron pictures of African
choruses arcompanying thor soloists show that cven handclapping
can becomic a danee, while in the Mew Waorld 1his tendency to “dance
the song,'' whether 3 is religious or secular, 39 a commonplace. [m-
provization s suhilarly a deeply ronted deswe 0F Alrigo singing.
Wilk Trna scaral weplications, eepecially in the sungs of récotina-
10m s wadely dwtcibuted in Xegeo culiomes. s efect as o rmecTie-
wm makeoyg For variation in the musc of different peoples and in
developing individual style czlls for careful soady.

The pattern whereby the statement of a theme by a Yeader is re-
peated by a chorus, or a short ehoral phrase is balaneed as a refrain
againgt a langee cholic Line sung by the anlaist, 35 Twndamental,
andd has been commented an by all who have hieard Negroes sing in
Afrien or eleewlkere. The relationship of the meelody o an aecom-
panyivg thylbm—catried o by droms, tateles, sticks beaten one
agarnst the other, handslappiog, o sl noascowsical ¢ries—s also
af the clagest. S0 prominerd i3 the rliyehmic element io Negra music
that this mesic 3z ordinarily conceiwed eelepates the eletnent of
miclody ta second place. This, to be sure, 1= only pactically valbd, as
15 demonstraeed by the periurmances of the TTahomean chotuses
of chiefa’ wives when they sing songe of the royal ancestral cult,
or by ehe long melodic fine of some of the Shange cult songs Erom
the island of Teinidad, ov by some of the Brazilian Negro melodies,
Yt the need o atastineol a0 undesTying rhythmic stoocture a5 funda-
mental, and wlils Negro s as 2 whaole ia considered this trait
must recerve chisest abletbicd.

The beoad approach conceived here as casential is b be thought
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oof as part of the program of study, detailed in oor opemng chap-
ler.'® In its musicological phase, Whis peogram has resolted in the
systematic collecting of o Targe series of eelorerd Megeo songs Trom
waricus historically fnked portions of the Megeo waozld, The 1wo
figl-trips 1o Dhaech Gaiava yiehded @ on'lection of 255 «anes frosn
the Bush Negroes and those of the coastal city of Taramarily, o
gether with zome Haitian melodies obtaired en renge. These sungs
bawe been transeribed and aralyzed by Tir. M. Kolin<k1. and in 1935
were made available au patdaled Toom ™ During Geld-work i West
Africa. 464 mwlodies were recorded, pronopally [rom  Dahomey
ael 1he Aslomg of by Geld Coase, gl a Tewe sengs Frome 1
Yoarula ol teageria el the oeaalal repian nf Togalnd weres ol-
taized. Thew wongs bave beere transeribel and analyzed by D1
Kalinski, but as yet base nod been pablished. A further collection
vi 300 songs, mads 0 Haib, bas alse meen stuchied by U, 3clinski.
Al the above were reensded an cvlinders. since the condicions of feld
work did not make the employment of the types of clecteiral appa-
ratus cevelaped to that time deasible™" Uhe lipheening of electrical
ficld recordigr equipment in weight, and che availalle Eactlities o
Trinwiad oid make it possible, however, fo nblain sk roconlings
af the tosic of the Negroes af thag islam] Juoep Aold worke there,
ancd gorre 125 melodien were adeleE 1o the cellection,

These sangs have hoen gathered with the constant objective of
threawing as mush Trgle 2 possilble on the pro®lems of the resolts
of culloral contact that are the focus of our discussicn. [noevery
cast, all effort has been made to assure a faic oross section of the
musizal reseerces nf each people sudied; to gatler, thar 35, as anech
informaticn as could be obtained regarding the range ol variaticn
in their song tvpes. For African tribes, this meant reeoeling secuabae
as well as religious songs, sneial as will as oeub mcdedlics, Tllalies
ag well ay dance [unes. Armeng Mew World ok, it aeant mul only
':“”"":'!i"l-: ag oy deflcrenr kinds af O Erom the wame '|'_|-|_'r_'r|'||-q_' as
pessible, Taat mchicdicg a sampling of thest enlate repertery. without
regard b derrwtion. Thos v Dhotch Gomiana, Furopean norsesy
thymes =2t to music sere recorded as well 3z wivdl soaps: in Elain
2 French macchongr song used in the vodien oult was as weleome as
African melodies in praise of Ogne or Aida Wedo: in Trinidad
“Eankevs'—Daptist hymns—ae well as poccession sonps of the
Shaage eoll, which were accompanied by a Dol gomglement of
Adfrican drums. [0 was, indecd, heeanse of i asistence o the
comprebeasive approach that ihe representative recordings af these
“Hankays™ ace At hand fod only to throw gl on the developmmient
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of the spintoals, but 10 clatily the entire guestion of the derivation
of swing.

Lertnin rewmles of the work diee tnas Taz wndder 310 penerecam of
reseitrch may be indicated. In wusic, the prineiple operative in other
aspects of culture makes i1 Impurtant b recopnize 1hat in this spe-
cial case few New Wntll Nepro songs. whether in Goiana or Haitd
ot Lrazil o the United States, are withont some mark of T ropean
infwence, Io dhe music of the Suriname bush, or in some Hatizn
cult songs, pure African melodics and Tydlons sy be encnuntered,
but these are excepiion:. Cln he otkor Tand, i is rare o fod &
Megen anng which, thaugl quite Furopean inomeladic line, is not
tiged Ly zame Afrianlike mudulation, or is oot given 2 subtle
tern by the manner of its stngimg. In Trinidad and DPraz:l and Cuba,
Iterian and African rhythms have combined with particolar Eclicity,
pethaps because af an carlies infuenes of African bBlooeish melodies
o the amusic of Spain and Portupgal, 1o Ghaosoa and Jaeaiea aond
the Unifed Staces, other combimatians are poeseal; Lo e must e
realized thal they are combinations. ali componencs of which must
be weiphted if we are 10 sweose the developments that macked the
syneretizing process. Cerraindy the conclusion 1hat the African musi-
cal readilicn hax in ownoease heen entieely sobmerped 32 of prirmary
siomiificance ) that no matier how antense o how g was 118 oofs
tact witfL E.url_li:-e;'a.n mitlechies, 0 hias g seame nwasme 1:-|‘.'1':1i.-\.|:l:"ﬂ.

It has alsa become apparent that we ean speak o “ATHeum’™ magsic
in abowt he seme depree as we <an o “Earopean” musico Just as
there are certain undeslving pacterns of folk musizal stele chag can
ke dizcerned i tle asalvsiz of Western European songs, so there
are sirrmlae leas] comitton demnnunators i the nuse of West Africa
amd the Cragn Zame nf 1hese lateer have been mezaboned, while
those o Furope bave received sufieienn atlenting snothat i is 1me
necessary ta restate them bere Inosome nstanees these genera] pats
terns approach each other. which conmlicates the prollene wheee
cebeain similaricies of 1 narute s ihe tveo traditions hayve coalesced
ahdd reinlocger] gae ancther in New World Kegro music. Thos the
tendeney tu sing mo Lkirds, which wan lornbostel aszamed bo he 2
European trait, is rather widespread in Wesl Alrica irgell The
Asharti of the Gold Coast, fnr example. carely sing mherwise, and
instances of melodies were reconlod where o Teginmngr wag mule
avew whew one member of 2 grevw of singers weis s of key, Nor
is 1his Arndency to harmonize attributable 1o the relagieelr shght
contacly these poople have had with the Enghsh; o assame tus s
to fall ifto fhe same grecc commitied when im the United States
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only Eurgpean snurces are taken inle account 1 studying the nrigins
o Megro songs.

Dr. Kelinski's analyses of the groops of rolated materials he has
studied may he skerehen] 1n dnemment the difficolties with which re-
seaech inta he prablems of Negen mmaie briatle. The songs of the
CGlianas, when Arse investigated, were found tr wary Erom alrost
pureh Aisican ta altuost completely Farpean: vt when the reterrdl-
ings from Africa were available, it became necessary to revise this
simplified conclusina i the light of the variations found in the wrge
amaount of Afrisan dag o hawl. A nomber of traits mark off
Ashanti mgsic Teom el of Dahnmey, and 1hese charactersstics, in
turn. Jiffer from certain clements 3 the musical styles of MNigeria
and Topuland. The Guiana Negroes. who ace derived Troem all
these territories, combined znd rocombareed therr local Adoican sivles
in vaciows wavs while at the samc time retaining examples of coch
in relatively owdisturbed form. Tt is understandable how, when
apiginals Trom the Uniled Seates ave coonparer] with Wese Airican
saMpE, tliid complexiey becomes matertally greater. For liere nae anly
gl 1he et combinaniong nd varierl West Afvican types af music
be tikem inio accound, but @ more far-reachig mfuence of varions
Toarapean stvfes zx aell, Yet evern when the only available {ranscrip-
tins, those published Enr gemeral use, 3me erepluved, many Arensin-
1sms are tie he recognized. From the sonps appearing in several such
volumes of spirituals, ® thirty-six were foond to have 1he same scales
(tonal structures} as specific songs in the West African collection,
wlile identical correspondences in melodic fine were cven found
A Bew inatanecs, Vs ly-foar epiviosales had the scame rhythmic stroc-
Bere s some of e West Alrican sclodics. while the Formal scrue-
ture of Ay spiritaals—1tbeir phrazing aod Gime—were Taygad o
have African counterparts.

Just how the sungs of the African prodvally tuek om more and
mnre Ewropean charactertstics. as the Meproes experienced ever
fmnre contact with whites—our fundamental problem o studving
this aspest af cullure—s far fenm solved, The objective natore of
the dadn ohtainzhle in this fcld, however, gives 3t speeial importance
for any atlemnpd da dbhenw light an the general inquicy af hnw (he
Kegrues wlapled theensebves bo the whice pateerns they enceunteresd
as slaver and as Tree oen o e Mew Weoeld, Tt i necessaty that
the work ta be dene in resording Nepro muste be courdidated and
extended ; that it Blanket the entire geographical cegivn and inchide
songs of all kinds sung by MNew World Negroes apd Herr Afeisan
forebears wherever found; and that it be so prosecuted that the
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tmysical resourced which have in the past stimulated {olk singers and
their more sophnsticated fellows, the wrained musicians. be made
oven more available to all those who are responsive 10 musical brauty,
in whatever Form met.

r

The tomparative study of African and New World Negeo danees
presents far more difficultics than docs the seady nf muge, For not
anly are Lhe a-aikihle data mau the dance foond in seanered literary
deseriptions of various occasions on which persoms, wsually onkrained
i the stedy of the dance, witiessed ceremomes of one ldnd or an-
other, but oo method has az yet been evolved to perme objective
study of the dance. What we are redoced to, therefore, are state-
thenis of opinicn of those who have witnessed Megro dancing it the
Mew Warld and hawe found eertain qualitica e i (hat (hey Teel
resermble the Adewan Dackgroond meore or less clnsely. Approaches
11 1he sludy nd the dance comparable 1o these worked out for smugic
by such muzicolngists as vom Hombostel or by such psweholopists
as Beathors and Merfeasel are entively bcking ; othee thah & genetal
recopmition Lhal motion paciurces should be wseful, almost no scien-
tifc appragch ks beem Lewised,

Thia dnes nat wean (hat 1 beginning, 2lhelt 2 small one, has not
been made in studyinpg the primicise dance. The maoner in which
the maaked ances of (he Dogon of French West Aitica has been
presended is one example of sech an atiempt® After first filming
the dances themsetves, outling drawings were made of ihe principak
figitea, yaken off a series of sinple frames. The movernents of the
dancers are thus presenterd n therr bare pssenlals, which makes it
simplér than any uiher frsans vet devised to compare these fipunes
with others zimiarly treated, or for thoge interegted 1 dancing 1o
reprodoce the dance figures. "The mothod is the more enterestangy be-
cagse of (e inclusion, at the back of the bock, of 8 small phana-
praph record, which has the appropriate scries of oulline drawings
af the danoe printed on 3ts face, and reproduces the drom rhythimg
emploved. Aa far as Africanisms in Mew World Negeo dances are
mhcerted, this patticolar stedy s too isolated, and deals with o
tribe sufticienily outside the area of inlensive slaving operations, to
hold any preat importancs excepl a3 concerns itz methodolopical
mgg:stmns Monctheless, «ven in thig case certain sketches of the
mre dancer®® are strikingly reminiscent of steps executed by Negro
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dancers in the United Stebes. particulzrly in oaotae of the miore
wigorons dances wheer “footwork” produces the dnaired efect.

An attempt to begin the comparative stody of daneing among
Sepro Julk of the Mew World was made during s by bias
Katharine Dunham in applying her training and experience as a
dancer g 1he cornparative stwdy of Megro dancing in Jamaica, Mar-
titigue, Trividad, aid Hail™ Wotion pictures of varicus dances
were taken by ler, to enake possible comparisons betereen these and
the maticn pivdured o dages ahbtained in Dahomey, the Gobd Coast,
Migeria, Guand and Haiti dueing the feld woek on wlirh hag Teen
baser] mucly ol the approach wo the comparagive ghudy af Nepro culs
tures and survivals of Adricanisms in the Mew Warll discusz=1 an
these papes. To the present time, the most important resall of Bliss
Dunham's tield investigations has been in her own ereative dancing.
The popular successes achiewved by her reproduction: of 1he dances
she studied add weight te the testimony of numerows dancers and
faymen as to the familarity of her dances to them in the Lght of
their own experience with Megre dancimg i this country. or of
these dance pabtterns as liffosed du the whites, Such reactions, de-
spiie theic itnpreszionistie nature, ace ool withont sigmfcaace o
terms of the search For Afeican survivals, ponlaoe o e mch e
tarna o be grained Fecar sysiematic scientilic analysis, o ihe basis
af comparstive studies, of the renacey of A{rican danee scyles and
the cffect of aceulturation on MNew World Megro dancing.

Thar in itz setting the dance presents the same kind of change in
terms o Tewer Abrican elements as one proceeds in the Mew Weorld
from those areas where A fricanisms have been peesersed mogreas-
eet imtensity imoother aspects of cultuee by otber Icalilies where
Afncamems are Teaamd i mnat o lilake barme 35 aprarent. In Guaana,
for vxample, aml in the Haitao conntevside the African character
of the dabcing 1% al ance apparetl Lo ab ohiserver wha s witbessed
Weat Aftican dances. &2 one approaches the United Stawes thecigh
the West Incddzes, Twrwower, Whe ineroloclios of 1saeopean dance pat-
terhis hecomes more and scnre evident, wetd an che United States,
as well a5 among the maore accolrurated wpper sociog-cconomic groups
in the islands renerally, pure African dancing is 2lmost entirely
lackinp, cxeeot in certain subtleties of motor bohavier.

Ir is interesting to noete, however, that European dances-- except
for so-called "social” dances—hawe been taken over most completety,
ot to the United Seates 3ant im the Weet Trlies, Tl reel and the
quadrille, for exumple, gre s ompantand in Teinidad 1hat glie fire
has become the dance fmr excellence which accompanies Aifncan
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types of healing ritoals, while (he quadnille has becume a favorite
among the repertory {u be witneseed at oites for the dead, 12kmg
equal place with the beage snd pther African-ivpe dances perforomed
et such occasinns. Whan is most Durupssn in the danoing of Me-
graes in the Umited States and clscwhere in the Newr World is when
a man and a woman danee with theie armg about cach adwr. In
Africa and amang those West Indinn Megroes who are less sophia-
ticated in termia of acquainiance with wlite Lehavioe, 1bis s ore-
garded aa nothig aherr of ammural. This reaction. i may be re-
narked, is exacily sirmilar v that of Buropeans shoe witness for the
frst time the mampulation o1 the muozcles of hips and bostecks that
art matks of pood African dancing, nt the simudlacon nf mcdions
of sexval intercourse also fownd v eevihen quasi-1itual Afeican
danees. Yoo fhese Ibicr ate mo more gl 1o Jess lasciviogs oo bie
Megrues than are urilimary “social dances” 10 white porsons, where
i it wned weanin lace douching eich other,

Becopmizable Afcican dances inm theie full context are probably
ertirely Tackivoe an the TUnined Seces. exoepd perhaps For the special
arca constiluled by Lowiziana; and they seem to have been absent
Tur pererations. AL the tme ol whicds Cable wrars, hovever | 1he
cilindr, {he podiee datwees, the congad, 1Te bambar’s were all 1n he
witneszed in Boew Orleans, The carzfol descriptions of these dances
given by this alserver are o nedale ensaribution o our knewledge
il now they wore performed. being espeoally wseful in lintong
them witl: melated dances foendd at the preseat time anohe West
Inefiv=® What 1emaing of s lonee tcadition cannot be said def-
nitely, but certain descriptions given by Tarsien®™ and Saxmr™ ins
cirate 1l summe ol Ahe davees deserlne] Toe Cabde and cther carlier
¥isitors to ehis scene S0l survive, despide their having been drisen
undergruened

Africam types of dancing elsavhere, as in Africa itself. are found
it conoeciiwon with vacwws relisions sl seealar sigoativos [n (he
churches, the forms of spiril poasession that have been described in
precoding pages are essentially Atoican especaally o0 far as these
imelude dancing a: well as those noere randon, less organized
motor expressiugis uf lyseera soch as v jerks™ ot beonding ng and
dnwn. In the Gulla Tslands. the serular danced wliere men and
wornen dance opposile each other withou! touching are guite Alri-
can ; but in the ain 1he marks af aberpmal hineage 1mosecunlar dance
Farms are essendially n tie dancing slyle 10 be seen in the move-
ments of Negra "jitterbug™ enthisiasts.
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More attention bps been pid o Iolklore than to any wther aspect
of Mew World Negro Iiie, Nor only is this troe in the zense of the
word in which it 15 interpreted to mean folk custeans, b alan
in the specinl sense of sipnifying the llerary aspects ol Tolk life.
Folk tales, peorverhs, riddles, jnkes, and pdhee Intmie ol Mepra bter-
ary expression have boem collectsd since the Civif War, Moereover,
vollectors have nat failed to remed these elements in the Negro
coltures of the YWest Indies and in West Africa as well as in the
Dlnited States. so that a large quantity of materials exise far com-
marave stedy ™

Thiugh sume writers have stressed Foqopean acd Indiam wfuo-
entes i Megro wales, there s Tigle rueshon of the retention of Alr-
canisms. Materials of this kind are particularly suscepible too ob-
jective anzlysis, because of the many independent componcats, which
render assumyptions ub correspondence almost inclispotabde. A Food
example o how this operates is 10 he seen i the case of what iz
perhaps the best-known Negpra story, The Tar Boby. It will he re-
called that in essence this tale tells how a trickstec-thied is himself
trickoed by Ale device nf erecting in 3 feld a figure made oul of far
or some other sticky substance, o discover who is stealing the pro-
duce. Coming im the dark. the brickster speaks eo the lgure, el whee
it §zils w reply, rebwhes it for the lack of good manners it shows
{a sipmificant Afncanism']. After an ineflectusl ceprmand. the
trickster strikes the Rgure with nne band, with lus ciber, kicks it
vwith one foot and then the other, and finally, in cezriain versiens,
butts the Apure with his head. in which position he is held unil
eventunlly diseovered.

The story s so characteristic of West Africa, that Africanists
have themselwvs long wsed Joel Chandler Hapris's version of this
Megro tale from the United States a= a point of comparative refer-
ence. There are scrne wico maacain that (he tale, oz Traand berds in 1his
country and in Africa, originated i India; thes s 3 matter af
specialized and somewhat acrid comtruverty, which 15 sa far frwn
sertled that it is still in the realm of conjecture and boed not cancern
113 here.™ The fact that surh a complex ceries of incidents showld
have bren combined imo this plat sequence, both amumg Adrican
and atong New Warld Neproes, brings the inescapzble conelusion
that, whatever s place of absolule oripin, the tale as found in the
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Mew Waorld represents a part of the cultural loggage breught by
Adfncans to this hemizphere.

Difficulties af ialklorists in #arch of provenience of New World
Negra tales are not dissimilas to those already discussed where the
underlving yoity aF 03 Waorld caliure muost be taken into considera-
tions, A5 has already been stated,® especially strong unity 35 found
in #nimal 1ales over the Old World, the imponant place of aninml
slories i the repectory of Negroes in all the Mew World thos being
a refection of the stimuli from Eocope as well as Adrica. The point
is best made if we agatn bricty summnarize the distrilution of such
tales. Tlee llnele Hemna, of Aot stories foomd mothe Oniced
Males, ar Jamaica, which pacallel animal tales all over the Ao
continend, alea resemble so clusely as to removwe the similaritics icom
the <dictates of chance the iables of Aesop, the Revnard crcie of
Europe, the Panchatantta of India, and the Jataka tales of China,
to name but 2 few of the best-known secies. Stories recorded in the
Philppines, i Pereia, and in Uiket, whersin animals are characiers,
exfiihic the same series of incidents combined into plots whencin
similar points are made. Uhe characters show the greatest variation,
as tmght T pxperted, Tl whether rabbae, 1ntinise, or spider figures
as the trickster in the New Woacld and African Negta tales, or
jackal amd crw fgore i tbe stories of [ndin and aeciene Creece,
the animals do similar things i similar sequence For similar reaacms.

Stories having human characiers show the same 1oedengy torward
wide distribution. The "Frao Hedle'™ moti€, that takes iks name [rone
the version in the German tales enllecied by the Brotlers Gomm,
affeee an esample of this. The story, found over all Entope and
Majn—an alanst pecfect parallel o the German form has Leen re-
condedd Trom Siherin—is likewize wadely spread in Africa. though
thic haz not been paitded oul uneil recently when, threugh compari-
sons with Dutch Guiaon Xegro seories, African correspondences
hitherta averlooked were revedled * Ancther tale, best entitled by
the catel phase “The BMagoc Flight,” that was long thoupht tn he
restricted g Asia and Europe and. hy diffusion, ba the abnraginal
Indian inhabitants af the Americas, twees oud bo be CHd W arld, with
a tonsiderable discribution in West Afcica and many correspond-
ences among Ametican Negroes® Students of Megre [ore in the
Lipited States, whe tened to refer the “John Herrr™ cvcle teo revens
events in the life of o definite Megro, may be freshly stimuolated by
consilecing the implications nf the “Intant Terrible™ oycles of
Africa For their study of derivanians.

The pullished materials in the Geid of folklore are so rich, indeed,
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that documettation here is neither possible nor necessary, Ad idea
of the extent to which retentions are found may be obtaned 16 the
gomparative notes to the collection of Dutch Tiviana folklore already
mentioned b¢ consulied Far the references 1o the mntifs in theze tales
that are also found in West Africa, on the one hand, and i the
United States and the West Todies, on the other.™ Some indication
of the nature of the acewlturative accommodation can, however, be
tlestrated by an example laken Tram the recent, ininramally repnsted
eoltection of Florida tales publighed by Furston® that have never
been subjected o comparative analysiz and are Trom am area wlets
my previong collecrions of any appreciable size have been made. The
tale explaine wlhy these jee whilecans on the water during o starm:

D wind 33 3 woman, sod e waser is a woman (2o They vseter talk
together o whale hsap, Mrs Wind uzcter o sct dawn by e oscean and
talk and patck and rrochet. They was jus' Tike ali lady people. They
lewved to talk al<at theiwr challin, aral Licag om eo. Aes. Warter oseler
say, “Look at my chillunt A% ot de biggest and de Tiglest in de world,
All kinds nf clullon. Every color in de world, and every shape!™ De
wind l1ady brageed louder than ce water woman: “Oh, but Ah et mn'
Aiffecent chilhmng thin anybody i de world. They Ries, they walky, Thy
swime, They sings, thew bz, thay craes. They por all de ealoes [rozo de
san. Lawd, my chillun £ho s & pleasure, “Lainl nobody got no bobies
ke mine' Mg Water ol tired of Toanm' "o MWrss Wandd's chathan
an sl el so she hated em. One day o whole mssle of her clillun
eorr vz Mrs, Wind and says: “Mama. wese thicste Kin we ga git us
a coodl drink of water ¥ Bl siops, "Wl ciuillan, Bun oo aver to Mg,
Water aael hurry right back =oon” YWhen them chillun went o aquinch
ehey thirst Mrs, Water pmliled 'em all a0l deowred 'em When her
chitlhun shdn't conee hoere, e wand wortin god wormed, 5o she wment
m owa b de waler and azt Tor her babaes, *"Cood eveoin’, Mis' Water,
vou see iy chillun torsy 7' D water woman tole her, “No-co-nn."
Mrs, Wind knew her clalioe ad vneee down o Mrs, Water's hoase,
s zle passed over de ocean callin® Ter challus, and gvery 1ime she call
de white feathers would come ap on top of de water. And lzt's how
rnme ae EIII whare (Y E v wives. I's e Fratlwrs i._'n|:1|'.'|_' up when de
winil waman calle her Tast Babies When yow dee o stniem gn de water,
il's de wind and de waier fighon' over dem ehillun 28

This story, in the essential similarity of it employement of person-
ified natural forces, its orgamzation of plot and its caplaptorey
point, tmay be eompieod with 2 tale aften heard among the Yomuba
and the Fonspeaking Folk of Dakomey and Topoland, wihich tn s-
sanee 15 as follovs;
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In the carly days atars shone duting the sbay ac well a5 at mght, Thoae
sgars int Lhe daylitne wece. the children of the sun, and those scen at mipht
were the children of the moon, One day, however, Moon spoke o Sun
and propausd that, since the children were trving to ootshine thets, sach
put his children in a sack and chrow them into dhe sea. Son apresd
be ficst, but when dke ourn of Moon came she 33d oot carey anat ber
part af the bargain. This s why, when obe Tooks ag the sea in the day-
Lt aned sees colored Galy, he a legking atb the sun’y chiadren, no longer
i 1l heawens: Znn is constanily seeking vengeance from woon, and
when they meet he swallnws her; 50 pecple come out when (here ic an
ectipse and beat the dmims and shout to foighien the sun and make him
disgocge the moon ¥

The malice af BMean's trickery bas been lost in the transmutation of
thts tale in the United States, yet the orher correspondences belwecn
the two fave no doubt of thesr historic afMiatian. CHber stories
eoncerning God and Erevil, of hanan croaninald chacacters, which
Rave samlar explanatary beat, likewise biave amany paraliels m West
Adrica, nutable examples of this beingr in the "'Bible 1ales™ irom the
Sea Islamds, where the process of ceinterpretation stands oul in stark
relie] ™

That soch eonnterparts as these are found dor explinatnre talss
ancl tvlls, as well ag Tor e lieteee-kaows Adriean ol eales,
weddld smero b indoeate thae Phe hedy af Afracan oy tinlngy and Tolk
tales Bas been carried over in even bezs digtorbed Tashiow than has
hitherto been considerad the caze. The chanzges that have occourred
understandally reflect the Aora, fauna, and otker elemenis n the
everyday cxpericnee of the Negroes io their new habatat. The stones
alsn aee champod, tho that (he sapernztoral Agures among the ehar-
acters are oo looper vestsd with the posver and forms of gods, as
they ane i Abrican mythologics. et im their hombler forms, they
have persizted 1o kesiify, here as im other aspects of Mew World
Mepra Life, ra the witalily of e African culoaral endovianent
heonaght by he Megrocs to this side of the Atlantic.

)

Just as folk tales are made up of the Quasi-independenl wonsiiy-
gnes ol plar, incident and characer, so language consists of separae
variahies termed “phonetics,” “wocabeliey,” and Cgrammar? In
this Redd, the approach to the soedy of African survivals in the New
World is to be made alonp two lines—an attack on phonetic and
semantic carcy-uverd, off the ong hatd, and on grammar and idiom,
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on the other. Mot of the work concerming sprech turvivals has
dealt with the Aest of these, effort being directed to discover those
sounds of African or European origin to be discerned in Megro dia-
bert and the related speech of white Sowtheroers. Grammatical
structure has bren given slmeost no attention at zll, since the ap-
pruach to this aspece of the prohlem has been dominated by the
almose axiomatic principle that "pidgin® diglects reflect the lack of
ability of inferior folk to take ower the mare complex spesch hahits
of "highee™ ¢ultures, That 1his assampticn 33 parchologicatly as
well as lingnistically untesable will he demnonstrated lader; for the
pregent, it may weerely he painled ot thal what any individual does
n learming a pew Lingoage is o mobilize bis new vocabolary re-
sources i acentdaoce with the speech patkerns ta which he bas been
canditioned, a5 is apparent when the phrasing of Foglish by Frenche
men or Germans is consicderod,

The most recent work on Negro speech in the United States &9
that of Dy, Lorenza D) Tamer, of Fisk University, Thiz research
has heen confined maialy to an anabysis of the diatectic peecolarities
of the 5ra lslend Megroes. This is the most distinetive lorm of
Wegen diction in (his country, while study of these speech conven-
tictis has the added attraction of hoilding oa earlier linguistic pe-
seatch in these tsbanda, D, Turner's greatest advantage over others
whe hawve stucdied (he same problerm i the same arca, howewver, i3
that he aleme T o baesxprogod of Testhand  seodly af MAEriear
tongues, which makes it possible for him o discern survivals (hat
wuuld by penmprebensible 4o thnge without such reaining, Sikce his
materials have nol e pohlshed, ahairacts deom Dia prelitmimary
reports and comtmuhications will be ciled tn srtensn. The eesalis nf

hiz own work may first ke omlped in lectos oF 2 seatenient fummashed
by him:

I’pe the present time I have found in the vocabulary of the Negroos
in coawal South Carpling and Grorgia approximately four 1lnosand
Wegt African words, besides maoy sorvivals in syntas, dnfectioms,
sounds, and inlonation . . . 1 have recorded in Oeargia 2 few aonps
the words ofF whiel are cotirely Adrican. In seme gongs both A fnan
and Dnglish wernls appete. This 35 erue alse of oy fodk-tales, Thers
are many comp=<aund words one pare af which 35 Alroan and the other
an'lish Sametictes whale A Eoican |_:|E11'.35t5- apsEAt wn Dulfah warhout
:hangc either of rnr':l.ning e il irimidncizeIne. FTEI_]IJEI'II‘!}' Adrican phrases
have been translated into Englicn, African given pames are numerows. ™

The preliminary st ta which reference has heeh made™ gives but
a portion of the mnaterials this scholar #ow has available, simee it



LAKCUACE alD THE AgTs 77

does oot include findings of (he two years that have elapsed since
ita preparation. Turnes, a1 the ootset, assesses certain handicaps in
the atudy of Afrean survivals in New World culture which the
hingnaigt, b3 the vibnologist, has to overcome. 1e the Arst place, the
corventionalized assurance of many authoritics that ere are e
Afntan survivals among Mow World Negroes figures in this lin-
guistic fzld no less than in fhe soudy of nther aspeces of culture,
This point i5 documented by reference to hia own materials, which
are called aon o refuee (b posilion taken by awost stuslems:

Aiabreas E. Gapaales, wloe editsd sevemul volumes of Collah auerees apd
whose interpretacions and reproductiens of Goblah bawve Been genecally
accepted as accurare, gays tluel, “the Afriean brought over ot relaued nnly
g [ew words o s jungle tengue, and even these Tew are by no neans
autheaticated as paet of the origing] acent begpage of the Negeo slaves. | | .
Ag the areall wocebulary of the jungle atroplbicd throwgh disuse and was
soon forgatlen, the conciibuotion to the language made by the Culiab
Meprods in insignificant, except theauah the teansfarrmetion wrowghe wpon
& large body of borrowed English words ™ (¥ ke Hlack Border, pp.o 17100

Then Canzales published whot wae taken 12 br a complele glossaty
of Gullah. This contains abowd 7720 wonds, mest of which are English
words oaisspelled to indicate 1he Megm’s mispronungiation. The other
words in the glassaty thot ere in reality Afcican have been interpreied g
Yoglish words which the Neges was unable to prosaunse. For instance, the
English phatese daug far fad ds gi.w-!n 2% breing vsed by e Gullaby ta mean
ercerszzely ol (the assymplien being that o the judgtment of the Gullah
Fegre when a jrerwa 18 very far e @ doae Jorf. Dut i Genzales bad Jad
envugh training in plemeetics b reproduce the word accouracely, it wouold
Yiave leen dila, wheeh s the Gullak word for £ak, and if e had leaked inte
g dictunaty o[ the WVai languape, spoken in Likeria, or consulted 4 Wai
icdarmant, he would have found that the Vai word dor fof s @6lfa (& _)
Nb., moutk fudl

Many sther words in Gonzales's glossary which, becaure of his ook of
acguaintance with the votabulary of cettain African languages, he iner-
preta aa English, are in mality Afmcan words, Amoag other Gullah woods
which he ar other American writers have intemqr. tad s Englnd, bt which
gre African, are the dMende swwangs + L) e e prowd eaplaaned b
Gonzales a5 a corrupdion of Lhe Fnglal aeogperd, the Walel e, smad
(taken by Ganzeles we be an rhbreviated foem of the English Bl in spice
of the fact thet the Gullah alsa oxes lfle when le wishes 1.1'|-:I; e Wodof
benj (banj, banil, faorh (explained Ly wie Acwticand =5 & corcuption of
bome; the Twi fa, fo dbrke ferplained by de Americans as a corruption of the
English for); the Walnf fut, fo bt pude (aszumed by the Englisn to be the
English foot); the Waolol dsogal, fo rire—u3ed in Gullab in fhe term dzogad
Board, rsd-ug bodrd, sediaw (esplained by the Amencens as juppfing hoard);
ihe Mepde lawx <_ _), stands, (1 powding (cxplained by the Americans ss o
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earvuptlen of the English alone, said of a child whe i3 beginning to walk—
Mends kaloti £77 .0 ], Ae i sheeding; Gulals Lang, & 5s standing, in Meade
dand {_ 7 _ 1 waeans & ik mol fanding etol

Apparently influenced by Conzalbes's intcrpretation of Gullah, the late
Frafessar Krapp of Columbia University, author of many publications on
the Ametican Janguage end covsidersd an authority in this field, withaot
going 0 the trouble to acquaint himself either with Gullah or with any of
the Adrican languapes spaken in thosr sections of the West Coal from
which the Megroes were brouphe to the Tnited tates a5 skaves, woites io
this fashion reparding CGwllah: *"The Gullab diabect,” be says, s a very
much simphfied form ol Epglish with russs, oumbec, gendecs, toosss
reduced almasy to che vanizhing paint, . . Very little of the dialect, o
ever, pechaps none of i, s derived from spurges other than Englisl:. In
voushulury, in syolax, and proounciadion, proctieslly all of the futiog of
Gullah cin b= explained cm due bagia ol Eoglish, and probubly unly a litde
deeper dehving would be necessary 1o accoend foc thoss charactereslics
Ehal alill seem slrang= und mystenews,” “Grecliclcng ane alwivs dan-
getmuy ' he vanlinoes, "“bul o s cessonably safe to say thal hod & sogle
detail of Wegts prununciation o Megn syncax can be proved b lave othee
thaw an Eoplish arigin.”” [""The Engluh ol use Segre,™ Amerian Meronry,
Jume, 19240

Mr, L L, ¥encken, 5o the 1035 edition of Dee dsericen Lagpnzge, s8p5
that tht Mcgroes have inherited e piven-oames from thelr Alrican ances-
lors and thet 1be native languages of the Blegro zlavey secm to hawe kefd
few matks upon the American language. fpp- 164, $:1) Un one Georgia
islicrd ademe, 5t Simons, neer Wrunswick, 1 hawe collected mocs 1hap 300
Alrican words that are gsed as given-nnmes, Mr Mencken wery probably
never mak any inguines of the Gullahs concecning Lheir given-nimes.
Dy Reed Samith, nf the Hnverdiy of South Carolina, aars: “Whae (he
Gullahs eer to have done was 1 Lake 4 siseshle pavt of che English yecab-
ularmy ac apaken on 1he cowst Ty 1be wlile mbabicants b abuol Lpoe on,
wIap their tongues apsund W, and cepesduce it with changes in ionelicy,
provunciation, cedence, and grapumar ta seit their gative phancric weed-
cocies, Bpd iheir existiog needs of expression and communication. The
retull has Leen called iy nne writer, 'the warsl Eoglish in tke world)!' Te
aoyld ceptainly seem to have a feir <Jaim to thal distinctisn,” "There ate
cutienialy,'” be centinuon, "fow durcivals of cotive Aleican worcds in Sollaly,
& fact thatl has slowck mest siudents of the longuage”; and he fists about
twenly wards which be thioks may be African o arigin, bol be cites no
parallels in e Alcican Tanguayges. (Gullah, pp. 23, 230

Ur. Guy B, Johnsen, contribating to one of the chaptersin T, ). Woofter's
Black Fromutry, i3 of praciically e smme opizion as Die. Kest Snoth.
He saya; "“"There ate older Negroes in the Sea (slands whe speak in such
a way that o stranger would bave to stay areund them several weeks befone
e cowdd wndersland them ool coowverse with them v b sabislasction.
Byt thin slrange dialect tarns gat to be little more than 1be pessent Eeglish
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qll Lwy penlusses e, maelified to suit she noeds of the sleves. From Midland
anck Sosthecn Fnglond came planters, artisans, shopkeepers, indentueed
servantls, all of wlomm Larll meme o1 less contac! with the slaves. and the
apemech of Cloese pooter white folk wns 5o mstic that their more coltured
cauntryenen Iail diffeculity @ ynderstanding them. From this peasant speech
and [raee the "baby talk’ used by mastars in whilvesding them, the Negroea
dE\'-E]I‘.‘lp-Ed. thal dialtn:t: aometicmes known ag Gl.l.ﬂ:l.l:l_. which temains 1he
Gl cacteriatie Bratoee of the adigre of the h'rgmt:l. of vawsbld Sraath Caralina
and Guaegia. . - . The gmmmar nl the diplsct o the simpii'ﬁ.ﬂr] ]'Z-rl-;giish
gracumar taken over frum the spesch af the peorer whites, . - The we
of many accheic Enghsh wonds oo Juu®t roptrbotied to the Beliet beld in
antire guartors that e Sea Island Megroes ose mony Afcican wends,"
(F'p. gan 51)

The reaction of Dir. Tarnee v a methodnlegy which i content to
study a problem of provenience without takinp all possible snprees
iy weoutt s familiac to the reader of these pages. For the assurs
anice with which those guite innocent of any knowledge of Aisican
speech habits tend to draw sweeping concinsions r:gar-:llng the pres-
cace of absence of African words (n this dialect, or in American
Negro speech in gencral, paralicls 2 similar éendency of the students
treating other aspects of Mepro coltwre. Dieo Turner's position in
this malier 1%, hoaweser, reinfnreed by a Tacther m-:LILnrl-nlﬂgii:al
coaricdet atiom -

. the Cllah Negro when talking tn strangers is Tikely to ose apeech
fhat is for the most pars Fnglish in varabufary, Tt when b talks to his
ausociates and w che members of hs Eamily, hie speech is differen,
My ficsl phonograph recordings of the speech of the Gullak Werrpes
cuenain Tewer African words by far than thase made when I was no
lunger o atrazger v them, Choe Tas o live among themn to kreow 1heir
.5'|:||-:i:h wall 12

The paind 35 well laken. Linguisis are ot customarily trained in
the techaiques of the social sciences, and any, white linguist must
be vrepsred te cucenonmt wany bareiers hefore Ieocan adain 1he
confidence of the peoud, free 01k of the Sea Ixlands.

That the candinns which ealightened sonsideratinos of scholarly
method dictase hawe not beea vibserved by students whose concern
Las hieen with tracing Adriean soreivals in the voecabwlary and pho-
netics af Mepro speech 15 thus apparent; that work based on closer
acyuirdanee with Afrienn tongues as well 2 with varions disleetzl
manifestations of English is needed belore aderuate anabvyes of
the Singuistie accoliveation oF the Megro are to be made iz ihe only
conclesion that can be drawn at this time. Peoding this future work,
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however, it would seemn that far more Alrican olemenis are to be
looked for at least in Cullah wocabulary and prongnoation than
has hithetto been realized.

The assumptions underlying the approach 1o the study nf syntax
and diom in Neow World Regreo speech 1w be given belpvw devel-
oped oul of 20 Intensive anabyses of tests recorded in Dmtch Giaisma
in 9z0,* and may te recapitulaied as fodfows : The Sodanic lans
guages of West Africa, despite theic mutual vninteligibiity and
apparent vaciety of frrm. ae fundamentilly sinsilar in those Ooaits
whick hnguists employ in classifying dialecrs, as is 1o be discerned
when the not inconsiderable namber of published grammars of
native langoages, spoken throughout the are from which the
slaves were taken, are cornpared. ' This being the case, and since
rrametiat A et are the Jast aspects of a new lanpuage tu be
leartied, the Negroes who reached the New World acqured az much
ot the yocabulary of their masters as they initially necded ot was
larer taught to vhem, pronounced these words as best tley were able,
but organmized then imia hetr alriginal speech paltesns Thus atose
the various ¥orms of Nepro-English, Megro-Feench, Megon-Hpanish
and Megro-Portugocse spoken in the Mow Woreld, theit Upeculiaci-
ties” being due ta the Fact that they cowprise Furepean words cast
e an Afoican grammatical mold, Buk this emphatically dues nuot
imply Hlear these dialectz are without grammar, oc that theyr repre-
gent an imability to master the {oreigo tongue. as is =o often claimed.

1 this hypotiesis is troe. cortasn tesults should Tollow when these
mudes of =peech are analvzed. In the Arst place, Negre lingoistic
expreszsion should everywhers manifest preater rescmblaness
structure and idiom than could e aecounted Bor I elanoe, Devis-
tions Broan the wspge of the Puropean languages, furethetmore,
should g1l eake the aarme direecion, thowgh e aroun nd dviatian
from accepted usape must be expecled bo wary witle He degroe of
accultpratinn experionced by a given grosp Fially, it only slcagld
these devialiong he i the same dicechion, Tat they shagld o in ace
cord with 1he oonveitkioona that aenck the 111'|r]-e3'1"|.:,-'ing patterns af Wesr
African languagrs,

Though this analygis was made some years ago, and therefore
docs not include Tefecence to sume of the more recent works oo
African laopuapes, nor the stodies of Elanian Creole that have ap-
pearcd since that time, it may be cited at length, sinee these Fresh
dati merely endsferam ita findings. Sinee thic analyzis was made Trom
the goittt of view af fake-fak, comparizons were made to modes of
Megra.English gpeech {ound elseerhere, bol not to dialects deriving
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their wocabylary feotn other European lanpuages. In quoting this
analysis. references in the orppinal discussion 0 the senlences n
the texts have been deleted, sinoe they can be casily checked in the
ariginal. Simalarly, transpositions into feki-taki af the phraser 1aken
irom ather SNegra dialects ate also omitted, being wnnecessary in
this presont context where they swould perhaps he confusing. The
phonetic svmbols employed are those costomarily used in linguistic
sludies "

The distussion opens with (hose reki-igke idiems winch do not
appear in Doropean [stgnsges, indicaling their aceuceshee glmewhere
in the Mew Worle The {'i:a1in1;.==, W ks painted cut, winclode tesdts
taken Froem Cenllnh 22 vweedl 3 From wariems Wosi Tmihan T<lands
where Merro-Enplish s spoken.

Wi mav name some: 9f 1he characterisiies tha stand out as forms Jorcign
to the idiem of Luropean lappueges, but which accur with a consteiency
that characierises grammatical §orms, Arvong these may be noted the
sbsence of cex-gender in pronownes, and 1he jailure 1o wtilise any methods
ef indicaling s0x except by emploving a5 poefr the word for "“mar’™ or
“weomnan,” o the use of telaticnshio terms, hke “EBther,” “mnther,”
"brother,” “sister”s the manner of indicating the possessive; of erpreszing
comparisen; o cmploving nouns for preposivions of place. 'The use oi 8
series of werhs to cxpress a single actinn, or the use of verbs to indicoie
hakituel and compieied actien alsn chactesises jhic speech, as dess the
rmployoaent of the verb "o give'' as o prepasition, the use of “to my”
ta introduce abeective chusrs, miking 1he only Fnglisk tranalitinn puass
sigle the word "thet,” 1he wse af "make” in the senwe of “let,™ nb "hack"
£ TNEATL "ggain_" "I_'rchmd:_" "in bagk," and "after.” Rt'l:-e:!ilil:m ol woeidy
Ear ﬂr.n'phn.s.is inm ruguLa'rl.'f empdrreld] meclanism, and Lhas orm as else uded
1o indicake 2 mare intense deprme nf the action, or ta chinge o veel ioloa
nown, while the werh in go™ aflen carcieq the signibcaoce ol "will,” =

Etylistic tmnits that appewir cegulasly ace the npeniog of maoy sentences
willi tle mnold “then,' Lthe claoge te e future rense voomark an explana-
Lisry anlécwal belween lwd actions whicl ave separated Trons cacls othet in
time, ol 1he use mf the irbvatl & b expeesa empbanic diskence, o efoet,
of erorion, f degree. Phooolically, also, deviatians from the prony nciatksn
ri Euyopeat words are quile regalar, gs, Tor example, the interchange of e
and 1" tee degpee of sogalisation, about which we bave already com-
meed: ar Hee tiseclicn of a Vy™ alber “e' i sech waords as "zar” and
"eorrp™ and V'can't''; or the tendency to cpd all werds with 2 voacl, B
that “eell”’ becames Rere or faff, ook becomes fufw, *muast” changes
to sk the uge of elision and the dropping of finad syvilables.

In soan becagoe spparent that the chemosenstics which could e singled
gt in the Wegre-English of Paramaciba were alsa manifestedd snoother
regions of the Mew World wheee Megroes epeak English, Qur Grst com-
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parison was made wilh the spesch of Tminaics, and in the following List
we give sHoe of e onfrespondenees b Suriame speech we Iound ?

ane greal hurgnr time (p. 2} wan bigh ping Jem

take cut the fishes, one onz 0. ¢) Frrl M Al saEn-wan

mak I ba'n 3o 0. ) LI TT L F S

Lielly [all £ g1 TR

I will carry youa g dp. 50 Hf 1y dyyrf yar gp

cul dline (2. r1d nuEm Rehir

Tiger study f= kim {p. £1) Tagre freadsers 3 e

knockew Tan' (. 0q) trubd hedy

mak me wring de neck t'row “way mik' we droku dla mEke frooe #s
inde bag (p. 16 prc A Tuda

Rungey tak kim {p, 73] bpirpri fek' D

50-50 dog-head [p. 73] seie degi-Nede

carry the cow comy (. 270 Iyerl /a kaie ki

it spnil (p. 53 & pari

hie witntled o eac him ane (p. 51) 0 LORE AYER JEM WIwTH

tell him muos' tuk out picce of reead  fo0dd o mws’ g’ wgn fis’ meel gl
21" kim (p. 48] 't b

Lut me lave one cock a yatd [eme ma mi fali oge kaga ma dyarc f§
wite (p, a5l ma wefh

whon dem setch a pass [ 44) de den Bort fa pasi

see one Tiele sione & civer-shle deh a3 wy' piRin silp o fohaied de
[0 r]-

m-:-.]n:rfl.m-n]'um laya [ g4] R - Te

ruL g . 55} Ia pa

rull in fth today-today (p. 56) Tole wo daE fide-lide

s afler de cat an” drisk dore Op 5206 dem oo 4 drprpe Raby
£l

ot edoar-ragut’ [p. T3] A dere mafo

an’ went away 1o groeml i g3l £ powe Hu ghd

kyzr me ga sell (. 151) T’ mi pu S

calrh Dalloway T Bl LI

aight carsl b an de wsy (p. 182) REjdE BuTi e pe pasi

In addaich we Tound corosipandences in sach prononcistions as “bwaoy'!
ip. &%, Bk “boy, " af kyant” (p. 1), Doc ran™,” Vkyan-crow” or Y catTion-
crow 4 p. &, Suriname yantore) of Ubuaha fut Taverssec (p. 8o, Suriname
baskd or eriiq), while the words “nyeaos” Tor et "Huchra" far Fakra,
"whiwe person” (g 470, 'conoe” Jor Yyou’ Cp 4o, Sunnume wa, 91 wnyl,
g5 well s the exclamation "Cho!”" which iz often heard in Sunrame, weee
further indicatinne ¢ lnguisiic similarity between the two reginng.

Hawever, thess correspondences in speech weee true st alune ol the
idiven ansd pronunciatem of Jamaica whers peeemblances could be ezplained
on defiuule hglorwal groundly, for in oor next comparison with the spesch
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eacarded '|:|_'r' Paring of the Andria Islandem in the Hahnm“,“ we Joond
Lhe [nﬂnwing L'nl‘rl:&[rﬂﬂd.&m.‘&&:

says iy Boukee, sava (o)

day cleat (. ad

dar vwoel Jp. &)

bul b'n' Bunkee wan beeg eve (. )

Ywlen he otacl iacabe hall way (p. og)

an' he went, ar' ke meel o RBGIL :.'tl I:J:. c1l
e ban® Faslen fp. o3h

gal, wou love me su il {p. g

birer, base poe Tpo 107

oezl day evening (pe. 10]

fiigh cal (p. 24]

Two-Toye (p. 18]

1 sk bud §p. 3o’

balhed lig shan tp. 53]

o . an killed cwo thonsand men dead one e Jp. 3 8%
cat Ber Beliptal spo 5yl

bibne be liear out, Joe gor wpoan’ call Lizaled, say . - . (p. 44]
they fry fowl ega many cake, give him (pe. £yl
yer only goin’ mest poppacne . (p G

torectly Babby cre . . [p. Bg)
v YA o deee pwiner (roa0g)
shiw ywou ACASEC (p. [40)

As in Jamaice, there were aloo correspondences W Surinome pronuncias
dion. Many of these have been given abeve, but others are “kramy™ (p. 8,
Suriname Iyeen ) Eor carcy,' Ckyacndget for Cencdage'’ (po 24}, uoman'
[ 163 bor woman, " ar “kyamp! for ramp” {p. g4l

"l":l a.m:|1|'||-'r mm[mri:mn witx hud w|1.-|:r| e nnn]:,f.r:m] Lh& r.a.rl.ﬁ_'l.l.l.EE of 1the
tales recarded Ty Purama'™ in Lhe Sea Islancy, Some of elie cocrespobhdesces
to Suriname Meprn apeech we foond on this aslection are a4 olloawa:

Kahhit tall Frz, said (p. g]

ar’ Jut mike Brer Rulibiat have shoce 1aill . . |:p. 1-!:|}
_an' de el came fo” wlile 'Ll 1"'-:'"".1-"' (] (2T

ele was loo happy aow™ fp. 240

1ell cle i B2’ lowe Buow {p. 250

.. - de ban® [asden [p. 24)

dey clean (. 28]

man, dat'e you sea 81l dig Treal meat™ aandia' s dis lobe (. 1320

Eabhbit Llie it de sun on bis <o” <kin (p. 44)

an’ all ber propde died out an” leave her one®™ (p. 460

B> he study o . (g, 7]

« oo Your rice too much better Jp. 104)

v+ o prople tell, say . . . (D L4}
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Some of the phﬂnel:iu; l;u;l[rﬁ.puﬂd-:nl;n ] “yl:dd]."' I:p. 1, Suriname _'|.'¢'r¢':l
for "hear,' “kyacl” for "rect,” "kyamy” for "y, Yhkoan't” for Ucan't”
{p. 1, and “shuen™ for "see him (oo them)™ (p. 13]. Simalar phmses and
phonetic shifta® at= to ke found o Lhe spmerh ol Lhe ialands as reported
h}" Pl.“tl:l'l:lii.l:l, Goozales, Sloney and Shedby, and Jnhnzan.

The romman character of the idinms in Wegra speech thranghoue
the English-apeaking New Warld thus demonstrated, the nex1 atep
was t1 make comparisons between the pidgin dialects of West
Mlrica, where matives have inherited the English of their fore-
bears, whe “picked wp” a knowledge of the lanpuage in earlier
tines in moch the same way as did New World Neproes:

Ax only Eewr dats on pidgin are available ™ it wes necessary 1o g0 Into
the figld to obtiin the requisite material bor such an investigation, and &
Exdd- irip 0o West ATrice made 1hiz passiBle, Duting 4 shart stry in MNipeeis
2 small callectinn o ales in pidgin wae mads* pnd though these num-
bared Lot d=ven, Lthe fn“n-.ring s'.gn.iﬁi:;nt phr;;:n rcruteed 1 lhem:

i no de’ . 4481
ey neck i pain nve ton mech (p. 44487
I be pocd man, ttut (. 1400
« all de white mab, dey e ba toake tren Ly desaedd
(p. a5E)
wrn Adjapa reach inside de bird . . . (p. 451]
an' her mather took ane give ta her pikin [p. 4c€)
he run come from nside de hale p. 4587
. ook de man {o' de howse . [p 4£R)
o if I salaie you two moae 1ime ., . g 46T)

In Africa, as in the Xew World, we lind The phooetaes ol Megres 9p=ech
produ:: ing "iIJL"h rhnng-:s in Englsh prononciation as “oyap™ for “oap”
“dyalt™ Tor “juc," “hyar' ber "hear.”

The wales tald ua in Migeria were given by infoytnanrs who bad soune
degeee of whooling, and whose pudgis Eeglish was herefore modibed by
whal 1ceching thiy had eeceiwed. The extracis Erom historical cales of
Dehomey which fellow weee beld us, howeweT, by an informant who bad
learned his English entitdy "by car,” This man, & eon of Jormer King
Behanzin, had beft Dahomey and had bved in the cosstal and intener
eeginns o Nigetia ior more than ten wears, whers, o the courss of his
everyday lile, he had leprned what English he knew.

‘Dhna |:|ri|.1:=ﬂ, whe [}a.lav:r b much. Il he marry da man 1oday, tomo-
tow b g1 way lca.u- um. He suffer Evrrrl."l:u:u!v He wver he fulder too much,
50 vt 3ell am go ‘way. He nncan kill he own Jaoghter, @ e 32l go 'way.
When he never 3ew he duughier o mo'. he sorey now, He say, "Who find
deughter, F give dash plenty, " aay, "'I give evered'iog."” BMow dey bring him
coene. Mow be siact owke lay again. He fadder sny, “"You be my proper
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bocd,” aay, I like you teo woch when you be qgoiet,” Dut e make too
much twubkle. 5l "amn again 1o Portuguese, White man take him go.
Dey 4’ {o' Whytah, They nn go o' sz8 wel. . . . Dis princess he was
ploud. He was fine 1oo much. He fie pats all woman. [here was hole in
Abladz. nobody muws' go. Pranceas be seeal be budder aandul ae night. fex'
dat ol' wardan see domenne wis tr hale, rome el king. Everybody g0 for
lonk, ge= kiljﬂ Frml. Khl.g VEX, Ly, ke f .28 Prncess be ]u.u;gl't, =Y. “Wha
HI:I:-" Lﬁﬂ‘:lk, leial Bst.” - . . He I:Hweginllja.} give dem nccler aga.in =¥
it ke gomebady gu put Filal v annde’ man hnose Ee' born anode' man
Tiwige, 3 sounelicie be gn like "=m, he bum licwss, iF be see, kit "wm, hrog
hirg lead eome, show, =y, "Dal man bam howse'' T see, 1 Lill *um. Then
U he telb dem se, den pval lave snemy, ke man who do aot'iog, cut
head and brirg, den i he Bo' man L, he gn kill ‘om de mme. Den he say,
if take spiall sewall gyal [gil) oo be big 'oough, o smoebady apoil “uos
dey po kil "umn. Make solody see people dey pass wic' load, go sell 'win.
If somielnely dn s, d e e ost, he kil 'om . © . Den de pesple who
de’ {a" adde’ king mwunbey de” lan cnm' n' Hwegbadja, aay, “TE o fadde’
die, you g bury ' me. To pou bo' stick e good ™ . . . So peaple Like it
oo muach,”

Many of 1he idiems and phanstic shifts of Surneme sperch, the West
Indies, and the Vaiwed Zraics appear iy thess execrprs: "eoao much' for
"w:r_!,' rr.l:l,'l'l," "l [ I'-!-'_‘I}l'" Tar "'sell and sencl uw.a.:,rl" "'I'J'ri.rqg him come"
dar "bring him [hert, " " take him go'’ for "take away,” “dey de” o' Whydahb™
far "“thay are ol VWhydal, "™ “dey ne go fa' 3ea pen " Lile2a) translation of the
Surinare T e oo S et Uplosd” For “proud,™ "he fine pass a1l wonen,”
the Alcicin comperative that Geds it Seeioame cquival®dt in a mof maroe
afa ey, "pyal” far Vgirl,” ' somebedy spoil 'em,” the Suriname sguives
lent ol poriin the significance of *'deflower,™ “make tobody see penple dey
[aaas - - . onek” mausg b suma dem peva, Clan com” lac € &am, and, finally,
the use of 1he terma “stick™ to mean ''trec, & usage which bas aea equivgbent
i3 Lhe Baramacca wse af the term pg, alsn U'stick,™ for "nee,

In Dahoméy, a proas=winn nf France, this was the anly English we beard.
French has litee pidgin, wet occasionally, in cantacl with a pative whe had
nol heon metocaesd in the schonds, we weuld hear ung fofr, the French 2guivas
kot of the Surinanse ©y 7, used cxactly a9 the peaple of the Sea [slapds
empley “ome time. " We wonll bear o native telling anather to go doucement,
dousemens,- sairl, saFl, a5 the Surname Wegts haa ik, - -while phonetic shifta
which caua= che Whils man to eat “lied potatoes” in Nigena and 0 Suo-
namae, make him cat pommees Bebes i0 the Freacch territory of Dahomey, or
v a outive bo pwint ool & YAuRg Womzn walking ulong the coud with
the remark "'Clest g fere, B Cest frmme, ehr'™

SUIl pursoing the subject of cotrespondences beiween New ‘il'r:-rld atd
West AfTican [\.l_-gru ]';.|'|E|1*I we cnlleried nwse kEades ik pldgm ) 1]y the
Ashanti of 1be Boilisb tetritocy of the Gnold Coasy,—aseong sone of these
very people to whom the Sufiname Megroes, in their lolk-lore, omve their
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tricksber-hero, Anansi. We give here some of 1he corrapondences in pheases
ologry which are to be found in thess stories;

if Keaku Anansi chop dat co'o he go dis ., - .

huoger po kill me

hungey kill him 1o much

w'y you big man mebi war, you ne wan’ gn war, 3en’ pikin gi?

£ kill 'em oqe gime

in de mawnin” time - . .

w'an ¥ gry, clon' g1 amall, ssrialk Liloe £'bef

he cun-ge and cot il

walonsam fur' clal be tail oo de

Wiy masl call my shesa cume

Wen Ewaku Avanc be canw do, i ho saiei. zay, "Tiger slesp for
de aheep place.™

He tell he huzband, say, *'I Gnich.”

den I Beat Low aousch

den ke sen’ all bim pikin one, one

Den himse F sy, moke be go see 'em

dey laugl, Jaugh, Jaogls te . . . make small dey &l two oL

abey Tun long te - . . he e calch Aduwa

he go coorer hi'sell someplace®

twn weeks catch

Eome uenabl, avalk man say, wan’ go bush, WWen e go, he meets
some big wate' 10 hush de.

Tten he eta’ 1o heah 1alk fo everyt'ing in de worl

While with the Ashanti, we were ales abule bo obtain some characteristin
expretasima fram o member of Lhe Aesa peaple Eovan e Barthem Cern-
raries af 1he Gald Ceast, whose pidgin was as oniutorsd and as cich in fow
ma any we hearl in West Afroea.

de chiel hesk deon say . L.

G0 you be chied pikin. Make you sing, make toe see. Wen you be
chicf pikin, me go kbnow.

he cover he aikan all=

wen dey pet up fo” dance, now danoe go' "bowt six ya'ds

he tun g boesh wll ki

dis Brs' time he de' fo' town

ralibits den chop all buab oezt™

=0 he cali & houte agoin, sar . . .

rabilban he prass &bl sencs Jor play iock

S1ill other examples are to he found in Cranise and Ward's Temne tales.
Thess are rendered D pidgio, and beside the idMmatic expressions and con-
sLcycions ciud by 1be authors In their “Intrxlyctinn,'® 1he fallgwing may
mlso be found:
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One ocman get giel-pickin (pickamnoyd, (p. 4p)
Hs i itaide oive hﬁﬁ: [raraan w'|1.-r::|.' all cle Tetrf club e -['|'|. .ql]-
Spider wake de Baroner wdBle [sodily]l, he il Lo one tem . . .
(p. did
TH ooman ax dc men: “'lar true?” (p. 470
dpider go oah putteh-puttah, be Joek sotay tuntil] o _ . (p. 4B)
"Ka play 1 duh play™ (p. 48]
Cme day me bin say Bowman Tong pass dis tick . . . (p. 48)
CJoe ner big rein fa' down . 55)
Prat make tay funtil} today ... . (p 6]
v oow en I mus' kees dis fizh go home g 94)
They all tow, dey dub sbeep [p 845
. 81l ren go (g 7ol
. - 'tan’ op nah e <o’-{lear) mowe' [p. 7l
Make 1 ti= um "mon ve' mogt', make I bole om, s w'en T duh
shake, shake, make L na &3 down (p. 71)
I :tene bring Trorkey come (3. 75)
Tiem Yesef all come, dep 1oy, cley oo alle (p. 840
v hene bin 'lon® ek [n-l‘].a.:,r L {[}. 3l
Humngri tem fnmine) lane= ketch diy Afrea . 2c5)
D brrs Taeed o9 Spow 3ay - . . LR, 124)
. - Neddcag Jemosahoche’ L (po1ze)
. - make we carne go; ef no an, f le meet ye', e go kil ye© {p, 1 55)
Epuder he srari man fo' true, tewe fp. 214)
Wien 'Frad keteh Lepped o - (p. 225)
- - . I g i ape (aloned Jp.o224)
Make yo' kare ol neh yard (p. 2a7)
D¢ grabe 'phit mo' (g, 177)
Stery done (p. 7%
He see white Jdaoves, oo mo' (. 294)
Vell, de debble pull one sing op. 182)

Among the Ashanti oF the Gotd Creasl, an interpreter of unosuel
gualifications made 1t pessible to push the ihvestigalion a sicf fur-
ther, by assesstng the literal meaning of Afercan idiomatic cxpres-
g1o05. As alwaws, working {rom the Guiana dialest, lista of cxpres-
siens which took espeoally striking form were analyzed:

Lhe following List gives some of the resulant Twi aluwms, with their
Literal meaning expressed in English wardss

Bring Ji bra® [ake come)

Take [away) 1 k' [rake god

Run away fdrydre £3° (run ga)

I am hungry A ot mi (hurger eat me} or 2kim ok mi

[bunger kil me}

(ive birth to & chibd oo apd abfrd {he caich child)
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Let us go
1 traveled for & Jong time

I went 1o ook for same-
therg, Tabid not Grd at

Farly in the rnl_:-rn'ing

Al 1l yon

She ia very nuee

Dol art cnee

Thal i w by

He 1:d me -

A dhice done ok a Lime

Lirlle Lay Litele

Nippzr

Iigme rf the road

I am amgry

In the rogel

He came Inn sloenm

5] o ns i

After Lhis

T cair o peraun

A eat” [Iar aki-mal)
Wild amimal

Ele is very donlish
Elc is~ery stronm
The tale is very nice
1 am afeaid

He wialkedd s share way

Thy vau unclersiand Foge
Tish?

He lireraghil it o me bowe

The Myt oF THe Necen PacT

mg o uytd' {make wé ga)

() gront, gren X, grgn f{ [§ walked, walked,
willked]

i ki el e bz gn fda (1 ge logk for ond,
T nao seeh

c:n:'.!iﬂlq: il {rn-e;l'rning J:nr]].'}

my II_'.,:.:HJ r'_i'l'll.'l iI.”.\:l

ro Bin w87 dweln' (he shin is oice much-much}t

IE mu prike [iln iy lime one)

aiFan iz [case head)

g feird afiE The el shawy e say)

Méprd [uhara fome, aned

Rl £dfea (sl smalll

P e et Chig Tass L)

kigdin A4 iroad-skind

w00 ekimd” piaen’ imy hearet burnsh

sod pu kosreenwey ([ am rrcal ing e

ke Niiza .r.-::i;.n' AL he-came med river some]

AT bRy fosz ake one pul top;

w s aeehied Chs lack]

Ay alE i eldmd eebng {recl he hearl gave
Iims

& Rk Mo [ I kall e )

soordhy mhiae Torese metl, - livsh et ]

wd ddeusiod dde” e i Sl Lee much,

e dey aodu’ Gin is sl Lo ok

SRS 2 e ol U5y O 1 Swoee Lan nzach)

i &G il lear 1ouched el of sind orlre o
[fenr cakch el

ks bakrd (he walked <mall;

wi ¢F draf (yau heat Fnglish}

o Bl el B {he woek come me seet

The byave lisy shows thal many of the idioms peooliar te Paremaribso,

Jamaic, Ancdros Bsbands, and the Sea Islands aee Jilerul teanslations of Twi
The presence ol sinular nliomatic expeossions in Yaruba, Iy, Bwe and Harsa
ap=ech, anad a3 reporled by Cronise and Ward and otherz, leads to the
{urther hypronlesia wbat 1hess idivms oee besic s many, ¥ nok all, of 1be
West Alriran Liomgues,

The discuszion of prammatieal constructions of oou-Eoglish char-
acter gave restlos equally enligliening:

Parsens? makes some cogent abservations oo pecvalent grammalical
foroma, and ollers 23 a possibility thatl These may derive from Adeican usage.
Available granmmars of West Mdrican Languapes theaw considerabde tight on
the perplexing conattuctionn, and, though it is oot pesaible heee Lo give &
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compdete dincussion, & f2or pxamples will make the point that o this, a8 1w
the inatance of ey of the idioma whose lieead translation e have given,
the pecullarilies of Megeo spsech are prleoaeily dwe to the fice that che
Megroes have been uaing words [bera Eurapeat lnguages ta pender Hterally
the underlying morpialegical palterng of Weat Africab tiulgues

Let w3 catigidet st the ezndency f Mew Wirld Neytoes to ose the verb
"to pive' Tor the Eaglish prepoaitaoa 'loe. ™ I Ewe™ ma, “w give”’ @ osed
in just 1hic manoer, and we read Ml 0 whal one does bo anesther i
dune bor i and 15, as L were, giw-.n ta bim, 2., - - - ke rond o werd [erd)
gaoe (U fe dhe persem, ik, he said 2 wocd to the person; ke foughd o korsr
wumd ) pzee (28] fe me, de, he Bowght me o hame ™

Ir cendering Ashanti 1ales, i1 is explained that mo, which is trunslaesd
Ly the preposition "Fer” 15 reafly the vetb o give,™

In Gy, ka. "ta give," is used 8s we would use "for” in English. wheg 2m.-
ovesl with persons™ The Fanie-Akan Janguage utilizes the verbk sz, “'to
geve” At an equivalent of the English prepoticion "Bar” ¥ while, Lecning
to 8 Yomba toat we God & phrase which, literally ieanslatbed, reads “'fis
grewmeed pord gopnent ad ret,” and ka3 the oecaning of “"They bring 1o 1be
king."®

In the matwer of proader, wa And o gramimara of Wesl African languapes
the explanatian of the séeoung Llack of Jdiffeventiation of seq in the wse of
promouns, We Tave hoted how "he™ and “she” are inlceebarged in West
Africa and Ruriname, o, in the West Indies and the CGellal Islapds,
“he'' B oemploped ta indicate both 2 wan and o wamas, Ewe, we find,
"haa mie gearmmalsal gender.’ ™ The dbe Ewe, chen, il o distinguish per-
gans wha difer i ae? Wer at all; ey cuast, however, soploy ooung, such
as itan," Mwoman,” yooth " taelen' Yather, 7 Ymoather,” ar they must
addl wilher -ru. “male or -n3, Vlemale,”! tna Fwen wnrd ux ooowalfiz ek
thiz Tatter muthedd is 1hat ol New Warl] Negre Fogtish, as, Eoc szample,
when the Suriname Negre speaks of 3 wen-préin—a bay,—as agilinal an
weng-pidar, wogiel. In Gg,"*asin Fwre, gender 15 designated by the prefising
ur suthaing of an element, io this case. yo fot a women and nx fot 3 man,
though 1hery are 8 Eow diffcrentiating words such as “husband,™ * wite,"
“father.” “mother,” ond the like, Similady. in the eelated Fante-Akan
speech,™ 16 15 by atfiaing patticles or utilaing different words, that the dii-
fecence of sex a5 indicated. OF Yoruba we read that “The Yorube Jenpeage
being non-inbective, genders cennot be distinguished by teir teroinal syl-
lables, but by prefxing the words ako, male, and sbo, ferate, 10 tle oEmmon
teom; .-

I'E:I‘lﬂpﬁ oy o her &ltmant i fzke-taka p-'rnl.-'ul] more difficul to trapslabe
Lthan these expresaions cantaining whal Westermann tecms 'substanlives
of place "' While fokedads fome nol have all the connotations given for £ach
ol the sordd Tsled in biw Ewe FI‘.I.I'rlI'rI.I:I',_“ ull the words he cites in Lhis
connection have their Laki-fokf squivalents, and many of tese equivalents
have retamed sevecal of their meaningt o Ewe. Thus, in foki-fokl, as in
Fwr wa mirwdel (the Far dowel ool anly meang 3 nlacs Teiween ™ Tal
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is alsa wsed with Lhe meanicg of “between,'" "among,' *in the midst ol."
Fapu, (Fwy ded], mears col only "ep” but also "he gy, and “over™
"on,'" and Mabove! FArig @ Suriname CEwe sl B3 oin Abrics, careies the
aigniferance ool oaly of “iczde™ but also of “the cortext of & word of
aptech.™ Mo doka g dificult 4o tronslare inte English until ils oquivalence
bo the Ewe epbe i perceived!, when it Beocomes clear that it notl only signd-
fies "'dhe bk Ll absa "Lebind ™ and "alter” and “again,” & Inst example
Cthaugh chis decs not exhaest the liet] shows the denvatinn of the numerous
cutious wses ol the 1aki-taki woed keay, “head. The Ewe sguivalent, fe,
beskles 1% inilial sigrikicance, means “paint’” ar “pek,” “on acenind of |t
“becaase,” therefore,'’ and “Tor that reassn," the fust heing the exact
teanzstalion o the “yriname ward in sech a pamss o5 % deli ede. For Ga
wre Angl similpr consirect ians :|'|:|:|nrlr-:|.."“ T|'|'|.|r:__ 1he G:} :J-F:I-E:-li: R, "“he lanked
al D face" far he leaded o Do ol bina™'; mey goedezn 13 3l Lie house's
hack ™ far "my gazden is belined tke ouae"; e went Lo Ol mided e foe
“he went amnng them''; “walk my back™ Ter “walk beloml me” Tn Fante
Lh# e canstrucluen is Eounel,™

I pwe woazdies tor kv the gratnmalizal bases of such usage oz 1he eflegee
prazioun, den Fon dez §eF 1he uedor in whirk those o a eampoond suliect
wevalving the spwaker are oamed, w2 dogpa 0 ibe caliarnive form, which
CEpIesses aly uevilikivn, as mek' 10/ po for “let us o™ lorms like me de po,
ek beab go; e wae ol a separate bormn |like the taXi-laki dada’ 1o deoste
completed actiaa, the use of the phease o feff. "'l sy, W ipdroduce shiec-
live phruzes; 1he use of ibe derm “more™ 4 serpass”™"™ e ooake 1he cam-
perative form of the sdjective, he &ill find all thees dizcuesed in pramehara
of Wesi Alrican lJanguweges Lel us heee only indiciie. fepm Westoemann,
srme okber Tules = Ewe that, as Jor othor Weel African tengues, sbill am
oprrateck 3af faki-tagd. When one says, ke s [eor weas old, " be says 'he
has coceivan ] dour veacs"—she Suminame o gof e yors Bofe; if one wishes
to say L know something,” he sars '] hawve come ta knaw something,'™
—aki-licks a0 /r Frm ool sar scan. In Ewe, far el the {aovernor,™ one
says, say 1t gpive Goveroar say,” oo ol gl Cramg LakGT the Ewe use
of the ducbly verby aconrs alsn in faki-fnts as krpipl o droip: ™

On the basis of this analysis, the {olluwing statenent was drawn;

Lt may be well ta testate 1he conclusings arrived a1 on 1he Gasis of com-
paring fatsdekl with Negr Foghsk in Lhe Bew Werd, pidlgin Frglish in
Africa. Ashanti ilioms, and West Alrean grammatical forms as illostrabed
im Ynruba, Fwe, Fj Gg, Twi, Mende, [lzusa and other West Africen
Languagrs.

1. PFatallels b dods-Teke were Toooel in Jamidcan !.]:rl'.l;!t['ll in the Hahamas,
anel im tha Sei Tulanela of the Uoirsd Sraces.

z. Simmlar parallels wees iwldn laned o padgin Foglish as spoken in Nigera
aod wn the Gald Coust, ax webl as i soch saecamens af Xegre Feench spoken
by nutives with ro selumliog aa were avaidable.

3- Phorelic p:cu]:i.a.r]l'.i:: which Htﬁ;ru chtl;h exhibats o the New World
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were met Wills in Adrzcan pidigin, and it was posaihle to trace theos to
African spesch®

Thercbore, it must be concluded that oot onky fake-fokd. bt the speech of
the wther regiona af 1he New World we heve cited, and the West African
pidgin dialectsz, ars all Janguages exhihiting, i varying degraea of intansity,
similar Afrian consructions and alems, though emplaying vorahulary
Lhat is predominantly Earopean.

Such rhalters &5 the fute 0 the MNew World of 1he tonal glements
i1 West Alrican speech. where, as has been indicated, tone has
semantie as well ga phonemic significanee, remain to ke stadied. Tt
15 a mast differult problem renquicing a lomgg-term and highly tecinical
analysin ol Negren speecl in varinss parts of the NMew Warld, That
the peeulinely "musical' quality of Kegru-Englizh as spoken i ihe
United Ztates and the same drat toond in the speech of white Seuth-
eraers™ represent a nonfonctioning sorvival of this tharacieristie of
African languages iz cntircly possible, especially since thiz same
“musical” quality a5 prommend i Megroelnglish and Nepro-French
everywhere. One Negre whn was Fazed with the practical task of
distingoishing the registers in (he tonal syatem nf 3 West African
latgnage hag stated™ 1han ke owas greatly aided anoeis fask by eef-
grence ta the eadences of Bepro speech e knew Srom Yiarlem. When
he was gonfeemtod witly te need of masiering e especially difficult
cormbamatians of tones in Tfek. the regmsters of such a please a3
"Yeah, boss,” =) preatly sionplined bis gzsk That such oan ex-
petiense Ay affer a wethodelogical nt for fulure ressarch on he
gurvival af tome in the speech of Mew World Negroes, and espe-
eially thoze nf 1he Lnite) Seanes, 2 mit aul aF e vange nf passibility.

The materials adduced above as regards wocabulary, phonetics,
grammar, and wliom in Negra speceh in this conatry are thes to
be prgarded as a mere beginning OF & gystémans research program,
They are, however, mote dessrable ool acceptaldle, if only from the
point of view of meehod, than are the many arhieracy siatements
comterming Megre speech bazed on no knowledge of even the pub-
tiched matcrials on Afriean languages. That it is necessary to men-
tinn this point again shows the state of metindalogical darkness in
which the scholarship af Mepro stedics has grojed its way, 11 only
hecawse ni this deficiency, the burden of peoof resis an those wha
elaim the descent of Negro speech from Elizabethan English™ or
from Norman Frepch™ T so Far oas the myth nif the Nepro past
hat heén accepted In the study of this aspect of culture, the stantita
of rhe African heritape poes unrealized here as clsewhere.
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COMNCEUSIONS
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The epaclusions e he drawn Tene 1he disewsgion in ghe preceding
chaplers may he suavmatize] nn heoad lines as follows :

T. The myth af fhe Megzo pst bas Tgen onatliged aand glie s bar-
pustate grasesuenccs Tor scholarstup wipde apparent where scholars
rely on assumplion eather than faed. Iy bhas heen scen hoow atwdent
after 21ademl hos been conlent o repeat peoposilinns concerning
Negro endewment and the Negro past wishont oritical analysis.
Those who have taken the Adncan Background inle aecount at all
have fatled 111 the methodedegical task of assessiog the Nerabure b
ascertain whether earlizr staiements retain validiy in the hight of
madern Andieys, Where concern has been to explain the divergence
of Meepro metibmnions Erum those of the white majuority, 1t has been
uncricically hefd that nothiag of Aicica could hawe remained as 2
unclivwing realny i the [ife of Megroes o this country, This his=
turicd DBmil speet Tas resalied m o3 geographical peovingialism, 50
that stgcdents v zgver pressed imbo eJective resyareh such recog-
ntian as ey biove shonn of the impostance of oneoparative stediss
armmg Nogrags Tiving oo gther parts af the Mew World,

2, The percpraneg of glax rpytholegy Tas been slonwn in be 58
seriags Foo the practival mam gs for schelars Jte DTanetinm ag o jas-
tification for projodice has operated to appravate the situation of
the Megro, providing deep-lyving sanctions Bor surtace ieritations
that have their roels in convictons regarding the qualicy of A frican
culture. The existence of a popular helief in the Alrican character
af corlain phases of Negeo mstam has bern seen ol fo viciole ihe
cuncepdual reality of the mythological system, =ince 3t 15 the agpects
of Moegro life costomareily decoed lepse desirglle that are keld 1o
e Adrican, nod aze thus reparded as vestiges of 3 “savage”™ past.
That 1he cxistence of survivals has been denied rather tham inves-
ligate] slenws that the implications of thig point of view have net
been missed by men of pood will, and this fact bet emphasizes the
failure of scholars to face the question of Abricanisms and apply to
theit sludy all the cesources of their disciplines,

93
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Il the component parts of the system are taken one by one, Lhe
gpecilic findings applirable to each may be reviewed in these terms:

1. Negroes are nalurally of cheldlehe choracter, and adpast vardy
b e most wnsahisfactory soaal sitwarions, which ey oocopl Fogdely
and even hagly, e conirest fa the American Indiars, whe preferred
extinciipn (o slavery.

The sophistication of the MNegrors in Africa and the New World
a3 ewomplified by the intricaey nd aboriginal world view expressed
it Mdrican relgious beliefs, regard for reality shown by a refusal
o interpret life am terms of a dichotomy between good and evil, and
the pliahility with wlach fhey adape too everyday sitwations af afl
sarts, indicates the invalidity of any aseription of childlize qealities
to the Megro. This means ihat zuch malad justments ta the Ameri-
can acenc 23 characeerize Neprn lie are 1o he ascribed [argcly tor
the aoctal and ccosomic handicaps these folk have suffered, rather
than to any inability to cope wich the realifics al life. This also means
(vl the customary mti:rprcta!iun of 'plian-:_'r' in terms of subeesyiciee
hares pee-Adnerican traditions which, tecause nf eheir consiatency
i all qhe Mew World as well as in Atfrica seself, canmat = ox-
clugively explainerd in terms of adustment ia slavery anrl pasgeslavery
cumdifpmg. '

Thay Kegrues refused to accepe slavery, amd careied nn ucteemits
Linig prodest ogh Eﬂdj'.-'iduallj and in groups, has been amply prave]
by preliminary sudies of MNegro discontent. In ita peraonpl mani
fesfarioma this ranged feom malingering o suicide, while Begro
slavery was alzn accompanied by revols. so endemic thin Fear od
slave aprisings wis an ﬂul.ﬂ::anding phase of white lhaoughy of 1he
perinsd, giving evidence that el ."'-.'L-gl nes euulld inplement Teseniment
with artion. The real reasons for the success of the Newro in adape-
ing 10 his New World life, 2 polot whic is beoaght i bigh reliel
in the rmpthaulegy by the stress Laid on the corresponding failure of
the Indiam to adjust to slavery, are found i two canses. The Regro
rrade & saislacinry slawe kecawse he cote Erom a sma] order wlose
econamy was sufhowentfy complex w permice him to mect the dis.
ciplinary demands o the plantation system withowt any great wiola-
tion of #arier habit patiemns. somethiop oot troe of the Twdian In
the second place, the Megro's powers af phvsical resistance weee
such that wicipny diseases which killed off the Iodians i large num-
bers subsequent to contactk wiel the whites, swch s measles, did not
affect the Negroes,

2, Qwly the poprer slock of Africa was anebpnad the mere dnvel-
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tgem! mpmbers of the African cammunities roided horing been
Clever enongh 1o elpdy the davery' nety

Tt has been shown that the Inglary oF slavery pives Tiltle evidesce
af any kind of selectivity in (he capiure of Megooes, The bwig rriost
impartant methads of procuring slaves, kidnaping aw] capture 0
war, were Clearly not such as (o handieap those of lesser melligence
or o give Lthose of higher abalily any advantaps in escaping the
slavers, This 15 especially true because kidnapers were more [ikely
te make off with young MNegroes than othees, white the fact that
in West Alrican warfare there was no category of noncombatane
operaked effectively zgainst cnslavement of selected elements in a
particular population. African tradiion ob the slave trade though
hecetofore piven but shight attention. indicates cather that certam
categories v the wpper classes of Alrwan secety, especially the
priests and rulers, were in some instances particularly Lliable to be
sold to the New World, That this tradition has validity is indicated
in the first place by ihe fact thar there was oo lack of leaders in
the New World who conld organize successful revelts and suecess-
fully administer the communities subseguently established. Mt =
likewize supported by the need to posit the presence of many priests
and other specialists tn manipulating the supernatzeal, iE the further
fact that recognizable Adricanisms in the Mew World arc more
numercus in the ield of religion than o any other aspect of culture
ia b be accounted for. There is v face, substantiating historical
cvidence in the firsthand aceounts of New World slavery that these
upper classes were represented among the slaves, where descriptions
are given of the deference padd by some slaves to others whe, for
them, represented thear mabers in Adrica.

2. Sigce the Negroes were bronght frowe ol parts of the African
Conlenent, spoke dreerse douguages, weprorenfed gremily difuring
bodies af custom, ond, as & mairer af policy, were desfrehuded in
the Mew World 10 or io lore trikal Adonbiry, #o loast comman Je-
uopinator of auderatsnding or Belamor conld haie paseedly beew
worked out By them.,

Mo element in thes system has heen more completely accepled
than (he assumptions that the Nepsoos af this ecuneey were decied
from the minst diverse ethoic stocks and Eaguisiic units over a1l of
Africa; that, as it 3s phrased, the slaves were bronght to the (ruding
getiters along the African epaat after o “thousand-mile long™ trek
adrasd {he wastes of the continene. Tle facts have Been seen ta in=
ditate thal tlna @9 far Feom e trpth, Io fhe light of pogulation
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distribution i Africa itsetf, with respect to the location of Furo-
pean slaving factories, as evidenced 1y the documents of the period,
and as proved by the suevivpls of Aldrican peraanal ngnwees, place
names, names af deities, and specifec wraies af culmre where thess
survived im the Mew World, the repion wlere slaving ok ks greats
est boll was a relatively small pant of Africa; while, of these slaves,
the major portivn was drawn from certain fawly restncted arcas
iving in 1he coastal belt of West Africa and the Congo.

When the proposition enmeeening the diversity of tanpwes aad
differemees ity custoans amnag e trihes providing slaves 5 analyzed,
a result similarly different froan the accepted veraico is B, in
classifying Alrican languages, linguisis ate seen 1o designate the
dialects of muost peoples of the slaving area as Sudacese, wlnch
means that, whatever the differences in vovabelary that remdersd
these mindes of specch mutvally uninteliigible. they had substantial
elemends of similarity im basic stroctuce. The Bantu fongues, spoken
in the Conge, are pencrally recognized as having o high depree of
hoanngeneiny ) when fhese are compaced with the Sudancse languages
in comtrast £ lowln-LEuropean tongues, many resemsblioses Tedween
the two fypes apear.

As i languape, oo with culture 1 general. The civilizations of the
forested coastal belt of West Africa and the Conro ace to e re-
garded as focnunp one of 1he major culiural areas of the cancinent;
which means that they resemble each ather to o far greater degree
fhan is recograzed if local differences alone are 1aken ihin acganmi,
Agamn, in contrast ¢ Furopean cusiom, the resemblance af thegs
eaiseal enliuees oo those nf Senegal and the peairie telt lyvinge notth
caf the Tnrested tegion of the wese caast, nroin the inlerior of the
Conge, 35 apprecialde. Tn nany cedpects 1he entire area of zlaving
may thus be thowpht of 3w preseuting a far greater degree af uniy
than is ardinarily conceived m the face of New World contact, in
the United States as elsewhere, with the lanpuage and customs ofF the
slave-onners.

M teexaminatinn of the facts eonecrning scparptinn in the New
Warld nf slzver enmiing from the same 1tile, in the hght of modemn
knowledge of African euliure diseributivns, shows that this was no
bacriec ta te relention of African customs in generalized form. or
of their underlving sanctivns and values, AL most, ic seems to have
operated to blur the sdges of destinctions sharply made v (ke home-
land; that is, to stress and thus cawvse the seentionn af Tinguisic anmd
cultural Icast common denominaiors such as are called] op when

clageifying [anguages or grouping ¢ivilizations. An adequate basis
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for cormmunication came inlo exisbence when the slaves learned
words from the Janguage of their masters and poured these into
Adrican speech molds, (hus egeating linguistic forng that in stroc-
lure not only eesgenble the aboriginal tongues, bot are alse similar
to one another no gnatier what the Eoropean vehigle—English or
French ov Spaniish or Porluguese. The gare devige 13 geen b have
peourted in ¢lbure; which would mean that dw ahe light of Andings
under the e(hno-hisiorical method employed in this gralvsiz, the rea-
gans most vlten advanced Ly aoecanl, For the suppression of A bri-
eanigmg in the Mew World trn out o be Ereroes that encouraged
their retention.

4- Evex greafog edongh MNegeaes 8 a gézﬂeu teiln Fepd thy ap-
Portunity fa five dagelher, eied el ey had e wfil gasd ubt'l'l'i_'p L
el inact thepr custautary modes gf bekardnr, e cullieres wf Africa
ity AT, (1o T orerd .rﬂn!'rul'f.rue-'.?}' o oy e B redie r.llf fewurn crpakiona
fam M e ulf-‘lf'.urrrlz.l' Sl:lfr.r'rj'-:'.'r:'l_'l.r ;.-j Eumprml cesfowr gr phaeraid
1:n- H:l.r bnz'.krjtn'n;.lr er_,F herr HLLE s '.',.l,.wun!'(.l' JeAazwe m':m.;t'd' remf rJn;'fﬂ.:;H}l .:ﬁ{.l'
reuge phem fp gele ap puck qearigieey Rdioes oF they may orber.
wedsd Roapy defred fo preserte,

This hag beert g2en b be poor ethpology and poerer psychology,
The gvalyafiom uf wewe colture in termd ol anmhbos Tas been given
evet by odern ethoulogists Bor maay yeacs, sipce 0 has become
inerrasitgly apparend that. lcking adequade oniteria, customs can
anly b subjectively compared in terms of better or weorse, higoer
of lower. Thrs means that schalars, drawing cuonparisuns of this na-
ture, have merely reacied o 1heir vwa conditiuning. which has given
them a predisposibion o bring i wvendicts ahich fivor their owa
custome and e place Jiffering culures un Tevels that are deemed less
advanced.

This reengnized, it inllows thae many of the terms applied to
African socivtivs, such as “sienple™ e Mraive,”" are o e discarded.
Examining the cultures of West Africa, Senegal, and the Congo it
Iias bt shinwe waw they maaifest a degree of catnplexity (hat an
this ground alane places them high i the raoks of the oonlitecate,
nonmachine socieries over the world, and makes them comparahle in
miany reaprcts ta Furape ab the Biddle Ages Some of the traits of
these West African civilizations are: well-organized, intricate eoo-
anmi; systems, whichh io many areas include the use of money to
facilitate exchange ; polinical systems which, thouph fowndsd on the
Incal group, were adequate to admisister widcspread kingdoma; o
complex social organization, regularized theovgh deviees such as the
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sanctions of the ancegtral cult in ity kinship aspects, and ineluding
-societies 0f all kinds, secret and nonseceel, performing funclions af
insurance, police, and other chacacter; invidved systems of religioas
belied and practicy, which comprise philosophically conceived world
vicws and sostained cult rituals; and a high development of e arts,
whether in folk literatume. the graphic and plasic torms, or music
and the dence.

Coming, then, from relatively complex and sophisticated cultures,
the Meproes, it has beeo geec, met 1he acculturative sitwalion in it
varins tanifestatinns over the Bew World Tar diffesently than is
custaomarily eavizaged Tnsteard af representiog iaolated calowees, their
cndowments, however difierent i dedail, possossed least common
denominators that permitted & consensus of experience 1o be drawn
on o fashioning aew, thoupgh still Africaniike, custvms. The pres-
ence of members af native ruling houses and pricsts and diviners
pnong the slaves ninde it possible o the ewhuoeal lifeblood 1o coagu-
late theaugh reinterprerarion instead of ebhing away inia che prol
of European culture. In some parts of the New World foll-Blown
African oivilizations resulied Eronse saccessfol revolts which permat-
ted the establishment of ndependent or yuasi-independent Nepro
communitics. Elsewhere the process of acculturation cesobted in
waried egrees of reinterpretation of African costom in the light of
the newr siluations.

The foree of aborigioal sanciions has been seen toe e gach, how-
ewer, that even where reinterpretation was st thoronghgong, as
ih the United Seates, African points of siew and Afreican funda-
mental dtives were mne entircty lose Slaves it differcat pares of the
Mew Worki| wees ¢apased o FEurapean cusine el Jiffering degrees
of intensity, In the wme region, slaves assigned 1 various types of
work had different kinds of oouact with theic masters. Yet even
where acculturatior, zlong speciabzed lines was preatest, as m the
case af mechames and those trained 1m other crafts, acceptance of
Futapean modes of 1ife by o meanc abways follvwed; in Brarzil,
Eor ssxzminple, this is seen to have resulted i the wie of the unsuper-
vised lejsnre of sucl spectalists to preserve and further the eeten-
tion of African tradilion:

A factor of importance, consistenlly wntecagmized in evaliading
the acculturative processes operative amang the Negrows, has been
found o be the African traditienal attitude foward what 15 new,
what 13 foreipn. Aboriginally manifested most scrongly in the feld
of religion, where both conquered and conguerors often ook over
the gods of their npponents, it has operated to endow the Afriean
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with a paychological resiience in Fating mew silyalions ihat Tas
proved of goodd stead in his New World experience, Tu et ag oid
deity by a new name is but one manilestatton of a devige wlach,
in the feld oi sucial organization, has made for dizregacd oi Egro-
pean sanctien: undsrlying family strocture while acoepting Furopean
tertnimulopy relating to the family; ot the adaptation of Adcicn
patlerns ol mudual self-help o matters pertainong to death foooal-
ward Myro-American conventions of ludges and funerals; for the
reworking of zonp and dance in accordance with the demands of
the new sotting. In inztance afcer instance that has beeo cited from
the hterature bearing oo the high'y acculturated Negroes of the
Unied States, it has been demonztrased how a proper aszessing of
these vestigial forms of African practice has bed 10 the recognition
of slightly modified ATncon sanctions supporting furms of a piven
insttution that are almust enticely Eurvpean, This principle of dis-
regard for outer Jorm while retalning imwr cadues. chacactertstic of
Acbrieans evecywhere, is thus reveabsd as e st importand singhe
factor making [or an underscanding o7 e asculiarative zituation.
That it reveals imtellectual sophisticacion rather tem savetd pegates
the prqusilion moahe mythplogy which balds e e foroe of su-
perior Buropean owstorn was su overwliclming that nhing of
Africa coild stand m the Tace of it

5 T J"a.-l:'ﬂ?'l::' cr Mer 2 oA meeMaed l|'=-.;|$|',

The imphcations of this Anal cubminating Tebicd comcerning the
Negru have beem sgen du be of the prestest jmpostance an shaping
attitudes tward Megrecr om e partd of whires and attitwdes of
Hq'gruq-s thwrere] theamselees. T ey hor: ezt eed |1r:-:.'l.'I = the pat-
teroed valyes oF ghas coardey, te past characieni=terally operates as
a perchological sapport For the preseat: that it is hedd as explanie-
tion and fustibication of any cultnral pecubaritcs 3 gronp nay mnoamsi-
Mese. Whers ehe ancestral vicduwinent oo caatler $inopaile, ghese
speciab oultursl traits are cegarded with pride; where the past 1s
Usavage” and 4o be forrotcen, specialized aspoees of cuslom eeguire
apnlugy where they camngr T conrealad. T recvgraiee that the past
af the Megro in slavery and he phyvsical differences thae mark off
Fis grimpe iecmm the Acherican magenty bhave ggrgrarated attitndes
toward the presumed savagery of thesr pre-American posl, is mneely
b vt &t explatabion i ferms of mmulliple causation tather than
to employ the simplistic approach of conventionally minded siudents.
Ta neplect any of these clements in Lhe siteation ooust Jisdor) pees
spective-—which neans that it is as necessary to cealize the foree al
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Adrican traditipn making for the special coltural traits that iack
off the Mepro as it s to bear tnomind the slave past er high pig-
tentating, T rephrase e matter. i is seen that the African pase
M e mare to be thaught ot as having Been thrown awny by these
of African descemt tham it is 10 agSaoe that e It that distin-
guish Italians o Cerasang or (0 Americars or Jews ar Irish or
Bexivans or Swedex jrom the entice population nf which ey form
& part can be wndersteod in thest presenr foems willhot a reference
b & procedang oultueal keritage.

In the evaluative processes of this counicy, then, the past couits
meec heavily than is realized, irotn which it Jollows that the vxtent
oo wlich e pasl of a people 35 regarded as prajseworthy, their
own sel{-esteem will be high and the opimien of others will be favor-
able. The tendency to deny the Nepra any such past as all other
minurity gronps ob this country own te s thus wonlortumate, espe-
cially since the truth eoncerning the nature af Negro aloriging] ene
dowment, and s lenaciousoess i coatact with other cultuces, 15
nor such as o make i suffer under comparisen. The reoognitinn by
the wvajiority OF v populating of ceetnin waloes i Negro dong and
Megro dance has already heighlened Bepro selfpride and has af-
fecier] white attitudes toward the Negro, For the Negeo to e sjm-
ilarly proad of s enlire pasl as rmanifested in his present customms
should carry facther these tendencivs,

[ ks Been seen that Eog ehe contrdhation o seientific knowledge
toe be gained from the study of Nepra cullares, o 3y enpually impor-
tant to consider the operational signifcance of the Mepro past, Only
in 1his wiy ¢an 1l laborataey that history has set wp {or the soientist
be Tect utilized Compatative studies, which reengrize the higtarienl
affiliations of Negroes in West Afnica and all the New World,
must, especially for simdends in 1he Tinited States, supplemend the
provineialism which refuses 10 louk beyond (he borders of 3 single
eopnley, The principlc of differing degrees of acculturation to be
discerned in the Lbehavior of Negroes in variows parts of the New
World, and in various satio-econamic strata of MWegme populacions
everywhere, can thus ke called on to implement the analvsis of
changes that have taken place during the historie adventure of the
Megrn poaple. Conventions which defy eaplanation sxeepe im 1erms
of devions manipidacion of logical possibilities woome straightened
intre plain histerical sequences when {his prineiple is used, so that as
concerns Lath acientific and practical considerations, t s possible ba
teazon with gregter cogeney and act with greacer assurance.
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Appendix

DIRECTIVES FOR FURTHER STUTYY

Cmce the Jocce of the mypth of the Wegre past i recopnizeld, and the
Tarmetatjony af .a:n.n'l].'s-:l“: mad= :p ferme i ks saoctns anddeeslonel, wew
cirectives in mvestigitian hecome apyarent, ared detalal cecarsidera-
tom o the publizhed soorces comes 5 ekl oew valoes when stopooyed
as part af a heaad Listerical, ethaglegival, a0 cengraphical sk, Tlat
the work ilune in acvusdance with this newer appeooach laes oerely
1::|.'|1||E'r| the surface of e Ach £l nf iliLkiL eloal awencks Tulinse r::r.l‘l}' lhas
bren emphasized zpain and apain in these pages and s poimted Syothe
fect that = many imposaat and nomersos Nepra commonctes, hath
in Afria aml the Bew Warll, are cor Kevaz at all, ar shad oo couaded
study of Megre Life in the Thiited $1ases sl on comgpeeent browledge
2 comparatve malerals has ever heen made

The prim::r'l.- rve'l:||.|'i:r-.~1'n"n1 of "".'l'p'm reseaced: arrscontel along: Lhe: Lihes
i thi= .||1r|rr|'|d._'|1 1hat hiay alreacy proved so {redul w the Tundumentia
one of amassing <ata swfirent for comprehrnsive ramparative stobes,
In spite af 1he mapniade o the feld, however, the nacare af 1l gral-
lern 15 siack Ahat fenm the pessarch prong nf v o may T regacided
as 3 maltiple nnit, earh preswect being sell comtaimed and ol soieneihe
gigni.ﬁi:ani:\c h_1_,-' aoe] o iself a5 well as |1'.|I:r;__rrating imta <l '|'\-|.'|.|.'| hEREY
whale, Thux, a maperaph rH,51:||1i|1g {rgm the slusdy il g AWasr Adeiran
grfie has the valoe nl any ehangraptic conimhution; anecisl fewanl
the analysis of Bepro acoalturation of Teromes of doulie vilug e that
it alsn gives [wrther ins gt dnin mber matemals eationge aa thes probe-
Irm The s:_h:u]}' ol '|:q]|.:,-'51i-:=] I¥pes rf the Bew Weorld sxieols qur %mowls
gilge nb race croanaang wnl the reaction of Hie hooin physiquae 4 new
pmwirnamont gb e wame tiane thar it ;;ivl.‘.'r. aclelir] imfotmiabinn as ta the
clampes m physacal vppe of the Wepsoes 0o aew Taliat and ausder
contict with pecsons of lifereo? moe Besrasch ito himposhc prakb-
]r:rn'r.. ot a slbocdy nl cbnteing o pavew ared, or 'i:l'.-'l':-;t'ig:l.hnn inte reli-
gioms bzhavier sianfarly docorncies the =tale f Weprn arcaligratnn,
a:d thruaph this nf swedleacat ve [ELLrssgs Ln ;;En-e,r.ll wrhile a.lldmp: to
the maerials aviulable Bar e atmly of Supoage as o whole, or o danc-
img, o of comcaratve tehgioo.

Trn ool o senes of fprojeens 10 be sewdierd, there Fare, the broadest
possifle attack, as W both geogprophical sprewd and interdiscplinacy

aid
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approach, will be envisaped. Local slhuches are conceved as :il,'l:'n:l_ir.g min
camnpacalive analyses; elmopraphic stokies are regarded as the Tasis
fer dowwled investigations of sngle facers of culiote: doconentary
and onlwee historical ceamarcles are ronceived as avhng 1be <earch doe
definite maberials cotcening 1the slave Irpcde o oraviding mere progige
i iormatin s 1o the srocal harkgrmmd withio the= 1earee of wlich
avcnlusilion procecdlen 1".11'.nngr:|_|_'d'|:|: cipdes, Brer 1 Adwwca antd 1hen
in ez Mew Werld, will e ootined. Suggestuns will e green for com-
parative testarch an speviie asweetts of culture, or intn langeape of
phvsical 1xne, over wader areas, aml 3 sevws of stoocal and payeho-
lngial iwvestagations will Ly inchraied.

In :Iflli-lll.;rlh' L= :-.u;.;;.;q'ytinns Ferr regearch 1hat Bellow. the c:-.:ign:-r_:icg
of orewwnt internalongl len-ons areigeored. This iz not done beesuse
nf any tetreat Trom realaye. bot Becnzwe, i cetlicing sciemilc propans,
ohijectves may he se1 own as ideal™s conceived withoor relercoce ea
the very real obstacles placed i fheir way a5 a cesih of these pcbesoos
cunsideratieons wlich, o opeace as well ax iowar, mwse Te ahen inee
groeount it realizing any considerahle pregiam of shadics, "ThereTare, af
pasrarel im ATrica is st duwn, of in Mvew Worldl colanies ol wairing
Eucupean malicais, this - cbete wiele @ To'l cealizanen of 1he d:fhraloes
nf aciiesiog thes projects at one ecent Aol thoogie voe ooy Eor
Vhe preaenat b capaesy the hofe oiab These daffealzies wall he cesolyveck
in gle omg e chistant Tatwee, tle laification of womy aml coeneeprs
1lat eomies when o pErig riem il animdies 1 '|m:|n|:1.-.r'| m hooad serokes will
in any ereent bave Toen aciueyerl.

4

1 FEthwagragiuy Stadi-; o oMewe [ hpz heen appareni iroen 1he
duseusgonn i the preceding paces that far o decaled kaow ledpe of
tribes inliatong the pegrinon from which STe <Taves were akea mus; be
had than is at presenc in baned Wirle such suvers a: ane (oyuinesd for
cepbuin partons af the Sew WornT are e peolel, since e major
authnes af Wese African culcere are Ypaosen, the looonae oy vaunded
accowalta Sl e panke aeapatant ieilss o e el ace cobaader able,
sl corslavalie a papoa s essertial we G Jo e atelies | 0 a0 eazvieaged
Aaint peertizidar winecioon will be paid wothiese places of caliooe thet hiore
most peraistes acne Bew Worll Weproes, especially noswh specibe
desails a5 aanes nf detiee, ot the eeganization aad fanclioving ol on-
apecakive grl1|,|l|:-i11.]__r:-;, e che samctincs 1:|1||-e;r|:,ri1'.-|L_rL F.‘I|TII|}" an:l sub
sleuciare,

The pexgraplical spread af these nvestpatinns ehonld ps e main e
canfined 1o the coastal §nrested areae of Ahe west coast ahaere Saving
WLk 1cudal ipeense, with esc studies fo be masde 0 ocerlaim eegians w hene
slavers may have deawn cnangh persons oo make 1her iafQoence felt
snmewlers o e SNew Wor[d.

a, Srmegal, Despide Lhe amporiance of operalions irom the mouth



328 THE MvTH oF THE [hEGRe 1°AST

af the Sevegal River durehg the early days of slavery, no modern
manded stody of 2 Senegalese Tolk exista It i herefore sugprested
that the cultores of some subgronps of each of the Lwe icillowing poo-
ples be carefully sewdied:

1. Wolof
2. Mandingo

b Seerra Leone. The exleodl o whichh 5ierra Leone was a cource of
alawits s & matier of ispure. Thae clavers calfed ar iz colony 1o Te-
]_:ull;'nish sticks ol Eood anrl waler s well Baown, aand dwreiage Lhe Latter
peciod of the trade sebstunril perchases ol hanso bedog s were made
Erom the region. Two groups oo this ane henld therelore e stadied
sn derail, so 34 ea put on recerd the patterns provalen: in she regann:

1. Tanane
2. At

¢, Liderig The “Crran Coase™ afl the earlict wwriders, thag aren is Sike-
wise nol thought ko iwee congrilaated 10 any pgroan extent 2o the peopling
o Megeo America, The enastal cemion was inlihiied by rribes whoe
Tiostility taward 1he siavers erovenoed cifoctive mnds on their popnla
ticms, Ty studies are needed Exr 1his area, to be male among 1he iolk
ey pfeen releried too Thigs will assoce & comlinuods deseriklion of
matecenls anl chieck possilde Kew Woeld rerentian: which atherwise
might be gwerlooked

b, Wai
2 Km

d. ferory Coed. The western part of 1his territory, live Tahena, cops
tributed Ltele to the slave poculation, but as we mave cazoward and
apprigcl e Gold Coact, eperaiions of the slayers were greater. {are-
Ful slody shoold be snade of the Aphic who aze of Asliani sk, Yl
whose developrnenl o ceceod wears, especiaily o bern of talalive <his-
tuchanre of earlier castoen, bas heen ifferent i this Foevch ealony from
rhat af the reloted Ashanti because of the jortuitous circumstance of
drawing boundary lines in the course of the particion of Adrica. Cac
af the other smalfer wnits, moce charactessstic of Ivory Coast edinic
differentiation, should also be given altentab, a3 a check stady, prefer-
ably where aurt: preeer latecialy van e coofdoved oz o Toonrlabgn:

I. M
2, Curo {or Cagu)

&, The Swidon. Fassing (oc the mameant to the mterior tribes of West
Albrca, it is impertant tkat rertain studies be made 1o Junher the evalua-
tion of New Waorld data in the light of matonala Erect these Tslamsiz aed
quasi-Tslamic cultures, which are known o have eontriluted i varying
degress 6o the peopling of the KNew Waoerld, Since 1he trilal uoits in this
area are oonprised it kingdoms of large dimsensions, exact lo@lities [or
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suely sty remil Tur later derermnaioen The wortks ol Fauxer in
the aes pive Lo omel wine's laell b ool elp o Coe oflnograpler !
the rezearche: ol pondossmal anbioe)s degste—amles of e Tallenm
By Aand =0 L ertes, od e Xoape D 2elel ol e 1T Ty Cereen-
Lery, ool ol the Jubwn by Meme shiceld, of codrse, Te fally aphzed:

1. Fula
a, Moz
3 TdaTzma

Pt Coast, A& =2l Esielation of (el cancesTiap the A=tanm,
the stz ling seaple etk e, 3 00 e had na b solanes w1 18005,
Fxvreay, bt wlhoed refvreaer B3 lowen -moee ngmy bines im these poges,
Howerr, 'r.:."\.ll.'1:|.'|l:i|' inlnrmaiien ja :.'Ii.'Lir‘::_{ rexrelpip e nosatgl jaeo-
[Hea, by sl reizted e Ceir cutturee Toocke inlaml Ashasn, owniiat
Lacad dliteremae: aliech -0y merin eestipalion, ipecidls oo wicw ol
ihe leazhivge note '|'-|:'.'.'|-| Lee 1w streen i o =Tasee seeele-

1. Fuisl:
24

o Tewedand acd Daleorer, Too e e, these twe presew day ool-
vziics, 2 A0 Desoas il i o dreveateed restonn e ciaowerne!, are 1
for ravanded e a7 il el oo v e samies o '.'I':_-:-.' aveE o '|'|'|!:1:|_=1_ii:
ure =eases ngode |.-:. Sepetl Teer il Elo-Lwer j_'i'.'-e' sy ol anel 1=
Diabmmwn= aave alrewly Deen ool 203 parl ol the progeane of
S perinme ™ Teingz oethizan ] Beme The nemiobale ooaesl area af the
Ve vt s ol Loy e Teece el et oo inm ;oo v
rE e im:'-' rimuee bl o e hieeratare ol o sorms af oy rwivals in the
Wleer Tochios, v stmly shooadi] Deoveaede vz o0 serake e lovaliny

1. T

T Neeerhs Tee reamts od rostmeh by Taenm i 3le aesd 1% Tlatris
oy Hhe [ wmanr pubdbinon oo ke ason'adle sncenials paoleered
i e ligke ol omoelern methuls anel wach e jngheatons of  feew
Workd Negra alndics i winele Blevwesee, alis waes azel ibensely fopio-
burcst mren neods Errther sbu-iv id e oatlines of ils echnoc2ragply are o
I'H_' L'l'lll".'-'l'l' .'|.|'|'I EllT'.I'.l'T fl"‘l.'ilT!.'I'l if" rlﬂ':'l.'hfil.r}' RN} EY s 1T.II||.'H il'l rl'lQ' ;l:ll'-
caren] Ll wlar as yet Lavec 9o been the sudject of antehisive trearooent @

(. Epba (Vorala of Abrukuta’
a, Wan
3. Lenin

t. Carperaans, The sbadies of “Teszmann, 1Tkough giving matersals on
which to bailel, g7 oee 1o theceelbees safiwmne o |.|'rl.|1.-'il.|¢‘. mdicmalinn
needel o assess 1he peesence or absence in 1he New Werld of influences
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fremn this ares. One teibal study would, however, provide this if hradl-
able to suppleinent the Jita aleedy pathored -

1. Yaeenge

jo Fronck FEquetoreal Africa (fraboon] {(Laasge) The impoctanoe
of this rerion, as a part of the Conge basin, 12 considecable, and one
study should be made hese do pive 2 mounded intensive poricayga] of 2
briie dypical of the region:

I Fu.1:||.:

k Hefowrn Conga. A pocd lead Tor i studics ao butly necded Erom
this ared iz piven ia the wicks nf Rinchen, where ribal desiphalions of
gertaim slaves are mentsnne] [nowiew of 1he impn-iance of the Coogn
Blepgraes in che Mew Werld, and asprcially hreause 50 stight a ournlier
af digcernible tratz seem to Tave beep lof1 by them s New World
Licpra culiures where many seevevals of the fuzems o ather t-ibes
are Lo he fnond, partiedlae aetentian showld e given this region, bath
coastal amd aoenos. A osoiewhal eslensive series ol siodics s there-
foure woclica*s] :

1. Mayombie

2. Fkunge

3 Bambala

4. Bam{umuogu

5. Bapende

G, Bapoto ¢ Mondongad

I Angiiz. This acea, texlay o Portagoese culoey, wae of speeial
impnstancr a5 2 seurce foc Roaxlion slaves, au:d s thus anether zegicd
frome which it is imperative to hawe detaibe] sainrmation onoar least one
or rwey 1r gl CEnL s, H;n‘n‘.:-'lr_'.-':-'. wirk on the Cleoglgmlg 5 asailalile
Eor 1he centra* portion. amd P-lermane’s parers Sop the soatneen, it
satce, aecarding 1o most ascoudits, slaves were pringipaly oblained from
the notthern reaches of the prosent onleny, 1he mest Likely sources of
aapstifcam datn woshl thus Le sepped da sludies of iriles Jiving in that
area.

1. Bambahga
Z. Balandla

1T. Furmoprepli: Stadier (v tee MNee Horld
a. Hrasfl. The importance of Brazil ooes wd need m he stresced
agaim bere, nor P sehstannal oeogeress made Ly MBraztian sechalars who
have stadied the Negro culiases of ihat cowntre, Their preoccupation wilh
ecligion and iolklors, heweyer, (cave: work oo be done in mak:ng awail-
able facts comcemning other phases of (e Lfe of these people, and
heace {urther rescarch is oeeded in lhe areas of priscipal Negro seiile-
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ment. As emvisaged, 1his research i to be devoted to obturing rounded
descriztions 1wl srpplement and provide a backpzound of secular
pract=ae [or the inll matesiais beanog an the religious liie oow ar aaod

[, Femambucs
z. Bahia
a4 R de Janewrg

h Guienz, Thoopgh soudies have hoen made of the Megro inlalitancs
of umch CGuiana. the spatetials o Le sliaized feom e Focneh and
el pati: of 1his sopiazt bisve aue been amalyeed, Topoetooe proaps
a1 Meprews are 1 Te Tonzel i e eodcries, 2ock the el clerk on
the dazs alrewly in Rand 1o e provaded Dyosuch cladivs wil e valiable
i Lhe exlreme:

. Honi Wu=ly Negiees (0ag0ene )
2 Ceastad Mepres, Hrinl Guiana

r The Lerxer Autitdes Tl [dth iy virr i o] '.'\:q-,i;n::- cistrum i These
vty shoahl le e fag sglcect af exbepsve researc’s, since fall daka
from 1hem are peeded Q0 1he methodalegical alvantzpes 19 T dermved
T el wse ol & weale ol antenaily wl Alricaoisrs 5 1 e gz ade-
amdely cagdoated, Mestcirech b 3@ lie Toen ciorzzed un o corliog: of
the slaneds slomhl ave s roweterpare i othees ga yed answdied ; and
white a ¢omplete coverape v nel desitzhle, & far preater proporsion of
then mtasr e pavestpgaied thar has Toen siasdiod o daze:

1. Tabaae
2. 5 Vincent

3 TNarladass

g Marmimque

£, Lhamizica

0. Lanacleioupe

7 Autipon

B Mpns |:F'H-I Ki‘.l'.]

il e Grmater Aetiides Taese peeak pelane]s have laroe }-.'l:g'r-:- Tpla-
fmiznre, amcl their slody ie of especal imperaace smeoe. cxcept for
Jarmaea, Lo vz fenls e enareyals with whic 1o chock e efeer: of
Spanish o as agiin=t Freneh ol FephaYc iefluenee on Seges Lfe oo ele
farhlwan Jamagira, Cualeg el Flaie havy been stusienl 10 varying
ceprees. bue af Negre Dle in Fanie Thnengn and Puerto [Rico [ da
known, Work in Cuba has been ahacz ennrely concerped wich teligioos
lite, amd especially the Tunceoning of eagic. 0 Jamasca, sludies haye
vither deslt with Tulkleee 5l Tuik vostoens s e peneral pozalioon,
or with the Marcoms; Tence the rounzted stuedy of an asdinacy Kegro
colnnutity in this island ig Jirtaied -

1. Puerio Fico



Jia Tre MyTe oF THE NIcRo PasT

4 Santn T:I'q;-m'i:ngﬂ
3 Jamaiza
4. Coaba

e. The Hatumos med Beropde, These copresent speoal cases, (e
first o wiolataon Troao wlites aml e second an cogstaer wilh them,
Stigchies in the Telklare o Aeetones Talace) werobi] s b ezt 1hs oz a
legical glarting priot for the stivly ol 1he Tamner, sspeoally siwer on the
smaller keys the populatwan iz nod large enowgh to give resulis nf
sipiilicance.

[. Bahzima Talunds (Aaedos To)
A Rermigda

Fodomeie cfuecrice Imoibus wast area, the terro incaguei F XMogrio hile,
projects wan Te shesched coly o cerms of e vagnesn Snoscanlge cm-
celing sk elementary Taels as the distzabarion agd nuanerizal screnglh
ol s Wepro popnlationts, Clue groaan, Taneewer, miay be se duwn ac he
mifksct as & priary r||.|j-|:'q.'1i'.-'ve'. 'Eil1l'|:" bl e ckabcl o gk et has hieen
pahlizte] 1medicates: sty great siomficance

1. Back Carils (Liriish Hondoeas) .

Azide [lorl Cnis group, Lowever, proposals Zor 2elinice projects, ex-
cepd e borris a0 e counirics whcrein e s koo than Sepre populalions
resizle, renuire the Jeoclings ol g surees that will gpove e necsssary pie-
bmivary nkermation. The nesd far such pgenerad Gacls onkes thia one
IZIIE i]!l.' sl |:|rg¢r||; T\{'I]I.1i1'\t'|'|'|l_'!'l1_5 ﬁ'i T‘:ﬂufl_l Tt_"s-l'il.rl'h -n tl'll.' :"‘-:I"'.‘-' "."."-;,:-r|-:],
and this prepect shculd be cnvisaped as an wirlereakeng 1hat will not
artempr oy ooteded sodies, el Te ool 20 a8 to durnish 3 peide
Lisr larer rescareh.

20 Syrvey o the Megre in Datir Aowrica, Iepemdent on vie resndea
IRINE sUrvey It $|||.'i.'i|".|.' lvcalitiog 13 Tam stuclieel, Hie E|-|||:|'|-.'i1||: eI
nf Aeli analyses shonfd b Jonked torward tooin ferme ol s Radings,
since all e couatsses imdicated are known oo Gave sibetanial Negro
pepalative

[l Blesaen Jeas=1 comsn ) .
I.h':l Rlewirn fwvr;! i:::q;*:l;]

e Iapglergs

[rl) Wicatapgua

(=1 F'anama

(I Veneracla

T Coluenna

|_|'|} Buliwiz

1] Peru

g. Lafeed Srates. In chis counéry, the greatest need is Tor research
in Megle cmniuaitics wlheaein the Llife will ke srudied o all s phases
gurl with ol rl';;:-i:rl fur 1lie i.m'[tl|'i|.1l5t|r|.;. of thes= madiional values thal‘_
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as hag heen poited nul, may e cumsidered in 1he light of cimilorities
in the Arican Tackgroond, Such studies should pot 5e orieneed wewaed
the mere antiquarian poine ol wiew ibplied o the pheage "otk puston,”
gince in mest cases this resuing o el collecting of an uncencreloed weoes
af folk odd-cies, ey should oot be oo sharply Tuowsed on e "race
prﬂbltm," since 1his sosalis m ehe kind o Fll.lr"!:lj-' stat1stical or sooige
Ingiral amalysis 0 whirh a great number are alicady o 1o had. Life
should Y drpicied 10 31 stz phases-—economic, pelitical, sacial, religicws,
artistic—as an integrased whole. to e estem dhal nlepgrvation s
achieved ; demograzhic and slaciatical cats should e Tuily ose? s as
tir ihihcare the place of the ooty o dis birper seltoy, Tal the
valuea o This larger seitiag st ool e peeratted 4o aleonme e drives
which may sck alf '|.lr.-|1l.|]:'|.li|:-n [riam Ater Lrops in 1he sine lacper
soCiety.

Alave all, the bistorical point of view cullined an the discussion of
Mbricawizas st e orade a primasy clesneer in o the melhodslogical
apreraach, since owly s wil permin iterpretations o be nosde on e
Tases af il Lackgorarnd o1 the peopla s well s Tzom their moeles of
Tebe sinee their arrival in s country. 12 1heir method, gwese Audies
should alee e in foll aceord witho the pricehzres smployed in sgudynz
e Vst Tichian, Seuth Arceracan. amd Woes Al sz conmansn®ies soen -
tioned in calier progects wul only sach mahfcations as are made
TIECessI T Freciczse ol e speecial cuzeclinions ubtaingng ne el rounisy.
Avcaz rapped 2okl Te represeprtative ol the cauntry as a wlole, 2nwce,
'I:.'nm 1he E:-n'.r|1 m owewe o .'.||.'-.-|:||I|.1::|.l'.|.-n_ ORI 'i|:|||::-.|'r'.:n1 1 -:1|:|r]1.' roin
maoatis where the process bas proceeded Saetlwst as well ag whee it
hae occasoned eddies and backwaters in the cultural stecam, T4 s
seareely neorszary 1o Incicate that wedk sircady publbshed sleald e
draws oae e the (nllest extent, 1bough o shauld alse T+ onade cleas
that, simeply hecancs wark has beer duze @ gieen coznrnumily, i
glici bl sten T veaanz either far stadying 1hat cnmouemty asain oz [of
avoisting o= Tavor ol oao wspzdos] e Work <healidl por Twe ore-
strictesd 1 orural poouges, somce 1hene is every reason 1o believe i Calk
sancticas are living Eactors an large wshan centees, Woeth ar Sngth,

Tl projecis which Tedlos are, in the anain, Tefo imleloise ax g exact
orile; where citive wre indicawed, the groops in the cigies mos1 impoe-
tanl 1o 5I:|'.;j}' are ot jreheatead #x Tl v the s ;;-:_'|1er.:|| lrmw=. The
prub'l:m of an |'||'|t'in1|,|1:|. llx':l.l'il!:.' anl e best ETFIps wirly w Tach ba wierk
an the Dlaiied Siaces, e less thaw anywhree clee, is aonaser always hest
determined by 3 felil wurker un the Basics ofF s gaclimnary anmpliog
r.|E a n-giun our i L'l:"!:rl:l't'l'l.l.l'li.l'_'.'.

St ier 1 Lie Saurh;

1. Sea [slands (o locality as yet unstudied, to check and expand
avinlalle ktowledge )
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2. Yirginia
(&} & Tural coTRMUNLEY
(b1 Rickmoond
I Leorgia
(al a rufal commuonity
{h] Eavatazh
. Aligsissippi {2 rorad commuonisy)
. Alabama
(2] 2 TurAl community
(27 Birmingham
&. Louisiana
(a} Mew Orleans
(1) s ewcoratenty in tte LThella sountry
Stwa'rer en Lhe Aorh:
Crowpr sf renlrdriiag sdcie-gcondinic riefas o !
=, ]"":l'i".a-:l.-e'.|.|||1L.'|
B. Tleirint
0, Cincannati
to. St Lowist
Tiler COMINIKNENRS:
tr. Mupcie, [ndiana
r2 Albany, New ok
£3. Spconghald, O
1y 2pvengfedl, Thinis
Studes m the H'erl aed Snwthacsl:
15 Daallag, Texas
15, EL Masn, Texas
17. Loo Angeles
18, Han Francisca
19, Porcland

(=1 By -]

IIT. Stadier an Seeceal Fields, Under ttus heacdingg aie Lo T nadicated
thl'.:lﬂ_'iﬂ fl!ﬂ:llilTﬁt'i\'t‘ quilrrhrrs. {nr 'l-‘u'l'lil:'h N:.{":Iﬂ. I;I!'li'I‘IT.il:lI:II"c aitr r{'r|l_|ir:d,
either for cedlecting or for aualvring the Jata nr ledh The anthropelo-
Eist, if at all coarmetene, iz equipped 1o a9iain i adequate ousline the
main [featuees of 1he colbures e nrist stwdv, oo amalees imodewad aoest
of ehewr insoiulionahaen] aspecta, anc o carry one sdeqguane dascazaas of
the cothpaealive analy seq oreguines] 1o peee s rescoel cosaoiog Mol
h:l.-:'kp:'rl.':ul'ld. [l :~'|J-r:|.'i.ul Melel s ezl eceed Tz, Rivvewer, [TETaul wih
p.'l.rl:'il'l.l'l:l.r r.-:l.ini|1|; are meedeed. The |_'||.'1|-e:|.'.1| '|'\-r.'\-'|'-|c~|11| trvwnre] winch iheer
stuslios are dirveto] soald he gl o forsfromt of dagir thick ng, am:d 1his,
and he culural mazriz g whicl ol mmieraals ol then iheeresta wre
lodped. slould sTape b drame of relereoce wrilin wiich tla detainls

P Mew York ard Chicazo are omitbed berause of the mumercas daca @derady
guailable, whirh will hecome of il uet when thess arher Aludies bave bres made
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of their work ave proiacted. This bring the case, theit coninbutions, if
anly tecarse ol 1he precise natwrs of the matemals with which they deal,
should e of the Lighest value as an a1d in assessing daia comrerning
aspecls of cudeere which do not cequire such epecialized treatmens,

a. Physicar Aalhrepeiigy. The problems arisme aut of the stody of
Megrae pliysical ryges hawe nnt boon given o great deal nfoattention an
Lthese pages, except tn welicats {lie mznner in which 5 .-=1|1|j_1_,l nf race-
E‘r’-|'.15.5.i|!||:'_' m e Hl.'p:n::- I:-cl]mhl:'inn ol the Lipded Slates roosddatel 41w
ratalyziog agent in LAnging inko Bring the research program onler dis-
ession here, The wmooriance of dadics in thes Aeld, however, for an
ncclecstabings of the reactina of physcal Lypes toones eovitewmental
cenrhitmng and, even more, o1 a comprenension @i 1he merhamsms of
Tacial crosmng. is ol the hichest oder ; 314 sueh malerials witl also con-
treebagse ronfirmalory matenial: in el sty of Megra proverionce, Twa
projecie Bar amassitg data wihh sbeathl msaee sucly contributions are
thercteae procused: bl ave desipoed o G2 i whae ace a2 Lhe present
tine almost corap’owe blan® s i oot Seeewledge of Megro physical Lves.

r. aleaaurenents wl ATvacan Segrucs, Thin restarch civisages 1he
sodshw ol wdeueate samples noal? e Avsun mmles menticied wheee
H'.IF:...:EH":II:IIVI wLrlt J:i'-li'rl nf rl::ll!": RN L "«‘-'|1|JI'I1 H'Hl.'il.l.".'h iri Ell:IT.i.IIILIH'_If
should be ciceiml on, The e hu'.rll;:"ll..-\- aleonld crclacle Tath wilule males
anel females, aml as mary enure Fanuly groups, incloding <hillren, as
it 35 pnsszhle 1o mcasure

2 Megzmiremerts ol Mew Warld Negross Ac jn the preceding case,
all he Mee Workd aceas nooatvanal o Forepoing projects should b
correred. Jlere adequare samples < Eanuly grosps a-e most important,
houph the funrbimzenal regnrerent ol Taevag alegoile moaoters of
adult males aml Temales shosthd oo e shighted. Granps representing
clifferran lepcees nl racial cnoxdore oot be meeasored, sintce Lhe esseadial
character cf el Bevwe World XNepos physral bepe s 1% he represents
tin A greal pxtent Elae resall nl Lo 10g.

Priaects in phazical a-nhropalegy slonld inclurde sfodies that enre
for one Egrgler emnrkant '|'|ri.'.-'I:-'||:'r'.1_ E e J_'rl:l'-l.'l:liL ol ]H'r-grn |'|'|:|l|’|':r1'.|,
crpeciatly i e Lighe ol wssedTwos 2epatding the absence or existence ef
tacial growth cursess shoald e carelally anvestigail. The inmaverhate
practical purpese i ke sereed Ty such a0 progect would be 10 estabhish
grovatl siafiia Ter MepTu cnbdsen, with the rwstaon i mingd ol dever-
mininy wiether or oot e are aecepuol sermes Ioe owliee <haldres, At
thu peesent e, all 1hat schanl mirses. pubhe healih cdfcials, ol oihers
hawe ta parle them are stwnlaad constants forogrowech ;s and much v -
culey is expstivhon] when deahng with Megre children wha, ot has been
elinerred, 1emdd or itlee Trow these white norms even where calnuirition
is TihsY el e 2 i;.-,n:'HI:Iq,' |:-:|'.|Irl.|'||:||;|;|r:,l facter. Flence as a Bl T.-rl.‘.'_:.l::‘:l ik
the Al of physical amlsopalogy, ta he catried out in the Lnitel States
cxeept where, as a cheel, eFeciive wock cum L ThrElS.-tl’.‘l.l.'IErJ it those fratts
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of the YWeet Tndies where child ren nll amiemi e Nt'gm AfaLLEry atd khown
age can be procured snopdeuate numbers, the Ballowing 35 iudicated -

3. Studies jm 1he Growth af Beegro Cluldren,

b. Hirtavfcal Stiwdees. The impoctance of Further rescaech into the
docuisentary bistary of slavery, ard of planiation Jile, Tas been snade
ampaly evalent 1 the liscuszian: of the pecooling pages.

i Stocdies an ATwe Tedhid Omagin of Sheves. Seudests sl an adrsiate
background of Afrwan cihnotogy awl Adriczn ganeraphy bkt qum
anew L the decumcsls nonl eozdempancy pablished won ks snoas woex-
tract from taem more informatwn rerprding Megro provemiener of the
ey that Do aleealy boen foobd ol soch prean waloe, Culleetions. in
patti of France efler 1hae Mantes shoohl be investigaled, eapecially in
Beiarsei|lies - in F'.n|;|.u:||:!, r-:]'\-m'iul'llf Frall za: ].i'.-e':'l'-:h':'!; arnd 1 Tl el
Pll:hl.l!.::l.]._ wnd Besanchinayia, 5:I]!|i|:'|.r|._'.-'. docizienta sodazle! Tee seirelose e
and nrealyeed o osuck callection: e the Sipxe Loy of eateral preseese] n
Aaigie will ekl areh baelly zeederl aborneasion coneernimge aomres
cef MeeTroes 3 will eftectively sup@lomene wi=r s abiewds ie Zand

e Stwlies i the Social lisory of Mantabon Megrocs, The aicnce
b cfeavnsdicons ul slave Life poesenta o gecak loanlicign o =nwly s 1he
Tislory of the Segra, Uhe natwre & the slave Tamily, sTe leisnoe-time
activitien af the shves, of anw, Svpes ol hehes eld oy sigves, slave diet,
i ank custams ol e sheoes—rhese e aote ul ol et on
which specihe infermation waogld e af grealest use Material al ihis
ratsere slould be cleaioed oz as cany sepicos of 1he New Warld as
possthle, snce knowledpe of these Torms of <% e in e West Todics
riy well Tearl enorcw il et tloe nale 02 oxieronce i siaves
the Lniger] Smares.

& Sbwdies in the Tlessery b Shave Rovalt, This sybject hias baeely
[ HC A 13';-|'.r|.'l:|. E'.'~||l:l.i:|.|'|3.- Jnowe T as reeolis pwotzide the Deinal Siies
are raneeene], Lis grreat imepoctanes o the inpheataons i hehls ne ate-
Bzl = taward e Waprrn mizkes ik [BLF T nt e el :|:'.|'||'.|'.I,-.'|.'.' -
cicakel, Tletpilecl cplics o nndivelgn] zescdz-, Toche oo gl wen !, a-e
il these b dneleety 2l ooee b cperanengs the cxnresaing o
crazuer, of L el b revocle s, onenee-liate colsey o e seweal, ained s
inles od Paeowlene: wnockese sitmons, Such detiled vescarch slhoedd
T Telliawecd T moore ceanqarelensive Tz,

4. Spirit Possession o Kaepe. Tris wsoa apecialized protdem sehich
mmazse by given aderzue giieqtion of the Tallest umlerstamleg uf e
inleracticn lelween w hiles ainl :"\:{“:_-::lll..-u vaerct] b the s avali-a [uit-
tern is b b wlerstmnl, 1t s essenlinlly a project far a spesialisl in
Eur::-].rta.rl liatoey, wln lay q'n-':1'.J__'_|| ||'5}'|;I|r_:'.n|__r_i|;r|_| Erymng e Ccomgre-
bend the dsives o Be andeteed Do tlwe sooavco materiols, -rh|'n:-:_i.1,||:,r
[rean descriptions oF possesesd mdividonls Kpew ledpe of Airican (ens
af religions hysteria 49 mnt ascessary, since the Tesnlte of this study will
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be of greater walue if a0 i eesleicted to European poceession, without
reference 10 any cotipmrative majeriale.

c. Lingwertee Studies. Ay in the Gee of physical anthranolory, 4 seriss
of projects eo West Africa aod the Mew Woild ae mcbicated gader s
Teealing:.

1. Kesearch in West Africa. Brecanre of the highly technical nature
of this reseatch, it is nor possible tooespes those corhsting ethnos
graphic cextarch to recarel requisior arvounts of Tingosstic dala, cope-
cially in view af e conplesinies of the Smlines trmppnes, [n e main,
a sitalles monbee nf such stigches are requsced than have been indicated
For the ind:visdual coltores Lo he soncteenl]l s =3 whode; e the pTE
ul vorgicalive analvay, nne lanpage i cact af ehe areas menticred as
I:'El.'|_l'|i|'i|'|!3 slel aluchies, slondl he :r|:|.|1r. witl: e :tr]-:liril:-n nk Twe |:'|:-|'||-;]
Coad], By (Dahomev ). and Hagu Yareba). Tecavse of the conoribu-
pianl ngeie by fleese peoles o the Bew Warld Megro ]:-::-'|:I|,:|!;|1i-'_:-1'.x an:d
ee Mew Work! Negro cubiore.

3 Trsarsh an the Xew Aot The problems here iffer snmewhat
Eraoe e coaverdivazal staly of prosiseee Tanpuases, siocs reseaacty
mest A coacenirated on vanans dialects of hvbmd nogn Wegrn speech
slhical:? Iwe stachienl by oocars ol aecoodinps, aml cf oacalvsis of wcawal
materile Fropn Bppril  Neprn-Tornpaese twee or three nf 1ke Tritish
aml Freweh West Tocliom asbinals [ Megro-Taoplizh woel Nepro-Frandkd,
Coragan £ Papamierta, a specialized barmo ol Wewen Spanish ) and Cuba,
TLiv aork sl T2 collaten] with woadeaes 0fF WNegra spezeh already
tade In ol Sl Ealabels (by Turnesd and selected samples of Negro
rminles ol ~.|||:-c;:_'|1 1 b siycfied eleewneee n Hie Sooth {."'.|ub:|.|!|:|a.. Wr-
gihi, an:? Aliasieipfal; while curnfazisons should beodrawn Tetween
the lozal spooch halita of white: and Kegroes of thews regions, Levisiana
Mewro speech ¢ Weprn Yrenel ] shonded elae e antalyaed. In sech research,
care For cdinpenic amd grammaccal oeculiaricies shenbd Like o peoroioene
pliee, whele the preblom ot the resolpenn of significant e, =2 impor-
tant it the sbmuctsne of Weat African specch, into nenfymtinmal special-
173 inrmis nl miedalabinn :n BExplish sheold be recopmized ag oie press-
itg Nebl Tur work 3L conshioees,

d. Sredies fr Iauae gud e Danee TRequisate cdmta [ur btk these
tyres of amilyzes van e ulitsined witloat seZoures ta spenal fiehd-wnck
preireis, FielSwanbers soelying cutlures nogeaenal, f providod wath
mutiue picture and phorographae teonmding appicilus, can ceadily obian
the arcessaty materials for furler Taboratory oy, 16 s nnly awecessary
thiat dield-workers be mpressed with 1khe need for carefully mob=g 1he
social sexting of fhe cungs vecorded and the dances photngraphed—momt
e naenes amd particfpanes, bt the meaning of e songs ot dances,
the oocacicms 1hat 1r|.':'|:-ir-e: 1hem, Aot sleir relaticrs o ather AN HI S ol
the culure, This heing done—and any gaod Aehl-workes whold do this
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az a malter al roatine mechod—comparative analyses caty he 50t up a:s
laboratory predects. That materials of this knd conziinaes o body of
data whose study froabiised sigpnihcant conteibocions to oot knewledge of
the processes af colioral change in general has been made evident by 1he
many speculations atoesa) wncep stuccals of the degro whe, o the
past, bave commented an Megre music awd dancing.

IV. Fiychalegiral Siadrer,

a. Comparative Studier in Mater Behawdor, Materiale onder t:is head-
ing githered by means of mation pictures, rn also be lakea by fGeld-
warkers, thoogh a rertain amoant of Arsthand experience inoone of bwo
Muegra culieres i3 desitable for students whn are 1o amdyee the Glos.
Bt nn'y shoahl aucl deamatic aspects of Megro hle a: dancing and
spiric postession: be olvestigared, Lo walking, the marmer of usng the
hontds and Eactal muscles when sprakaog, carrying bundeis, naoveencads
marcle m 1he couese of vanicns isdasirial oocepaticns, and siwlar mani-
Festations o behavsor. Lyivg under 1he level of ronscioweness, sueh pahe-
nomena piter aneerials hioeingg o peculiar obgeeovity i tle Tanre of daa
available o acculuratien tesarch, and skoald rffer sappleosntacy
testimny as tnoats process2soane resulis o Levms of warabon Toac
Adrican nooms when canelased with other aspects of e ehovior.

T, Ceparaliz Stwdier i Porsoralaty Trojocis wader this Itading
are ineuded sulaecr e the reserwazion that an asleguate methodslopy {ar
the stoily of the relatior beswren culiore o] pecsemadiny he deesedd.
Thal tle acc:husative =dpalicar ofizn Tava a =mrain o e pesenalites
of those whe experemre 11 in @ reasonilble hyoothesis to ba 1ested, anl
hne heen Joued e Tave slvikicg validicy as manmilesosd in 1he vepe of
socighizm| amsbivalence whael ciamertecizes 1he ETaiizn Tisants E]'ﬂ:cml
Bzl stucdies will be requires Joc such analyzes, though the aid o ke
Ei.'-l'l'.":I h}' an .'|11I:|'|1'\-:_:-'|:-c:-'|||g1|':|.||_1_,' arained F-c}':hnlr_.-gi-ﬂ ir SUgmeEsong orabieal
institwtisre and situationg 12 be parleedadly ooted inthe loeahtive alwre
generil ethnugzrapnic rescarch is being corried on avghs T msirumenscal
in the collestion af wsefol Jar fourn seore coltares than wnold orbeg-
wine be guasthle in Tw mamn, howeser, prajects in this fehl suoull be
executed by peychologiag et in congundtion with anthropoiopscal
feld-worker, or 1 cubores where a deoroeeh descoplion of e collure
has previonsly Teen made avialdale 1o hem. For whztever (e technigue
of such studies in persoral-ty. ot is apparent 1hat, uisless carried an with
a Tul! -ealization o eleir hstoocal and cultural setong, Lhey evaoorate
e muabjoctve svaloatons based v poitts ol wiew pecoliar 1o the sociely
i wlicls 1he studetd Saelongs, At the present slage of pour dmowledge,
tomparative research in this Fel?® can e made |:|n|_],' el o gim sy
Llirlugst himisel b slorlies & series of coltures; hence such projeets shoald
L= thovphe of as cach i:l-:'||:||;|:|r|g SVCAr rans, the wockers ¢ have the
advintage of feld experienes moil pecferably in Africa and the New
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Warld or, if Africa ia nat possibbe, in0 Mew World cultures reprosentiog
warying degeces of woculuration.

3

I1 in meedless to pr.'l:il:'l'.. iat that these data g:l.rhi.-ri.ng '|'|r|:|ji.-{!5 ar= hut
a step boward Lhe wider abjective of wndersiombiog the Nepno barke
ground and assessing i clanpes w the New Wirhl, Mok s it oeressary
o delait Lhe mackers wowhicl dicd workers will e mperted $u pay o
cial atzenzion im their research For owlhidewer the desimaliliiy, frm: a
methodolowical porne ol vicw, ol Diwiogr elnagsigahoe anvesnigativoe
moaded Tyoa series of guesicans, et i Hess sioclios cechion puanty,
-::u'-:]ih:'l.r“_-.' Warthe el |:l:.r nirTe i::_:-n'.-'un‘.ir_ln.s.l intrresks . st |'_u_- 'I.:-'r-::-1|.|_5|':|! 1w
e [oregrouncl 3 anzly beciase oF wwlid we xrovws coneerming the devians
fram white befnavior Coatmd i toe Jibicks of Tew YWorll Megroes.

Thoas, el ecunmrnie ek, feld werkers wonld pay ilentiog 1o viri-
s Tugra ol eogpezanive instabioaas, wed detaal the coanmer e wlicl
they [uncui-on They nodld gorber ua conceining the nahoer of pre-
pariy Taod, cbel cler aaoects €0 (he Dowl quest and eocaanaption gom-
pita aw @a o 1hrew Ll o the colame ial was wicresloced nag e
wialioba {2ris ol e Ssee Wodlil Se the Segoocs, T rele af o an-
coatzal culs in bermes o ove o0l sanctions iboompoays ;) the dvves ander-
fving asrodiation: of nne kind 20 anomer wo ke cncowneered in Yest
Afbrica, wherier secret oF med, and the junctions of Lese societies ; fhe
attitiedes breeween inlk and towamd the warld a1 large: Ericnd:hip in s
vatw: manfodations  all these word recove garticrlar attention an
the Lasis of the prefimmsty findings which, n AlTrica az n the New
World, have inficated therr nnprrtanre, The manogr in wingh cheldren
ate cramerd, anel the T\E'EI:IHiTlE abtrrades toward parens angd gther tela-
1i'.-'-:_'5r ar the rJ:!._'|1i-'_|:1§'!1i'_:5 l::':i!-ilil'lﬁ wathin r-:l:n'|:-c|1,|n||.=: iLTRanp r|.|!l.|1l5 ar
Tetwern <Tie megulecs: ab thffersol vempomals ;) sietal strabfication i
West MFrica anc the rele pd oskebos a0 cencliteering arnimcdas aod bee
Lawicr; tle Forms of recreiion and 1he wmanner o wark anel atiirudes
trwes] Izhor shese, apraan, woald ke a prominentl place atong with
the moTe casbriznary |'||.1'r:1l.|i!-=. ub antlropalogists i 1he [eldd, socle ax the
sl:l.l-:!:r' ek rlll:-e'n'.i-:r.l. Mt kinh||i.|1 11'.".-|:n'll1l.'||-:'&-g_'r. or el wd ril|:|:|.|. Droany
nf s ounzeroaus atler zstilatimd thac iv ia ol e buyghest aoperiance
ta Yrmew aced wacelerstaned GF 1 Tramewastk ol 1be coliom s to T crime-
prehendedl.

Cach stwlent ~oaals be able Lo compeund cxnerienee hy working in
32 rombier ol MWeprooculwires, 50 that e can peresive recermblasces which
wenndd ke luse 12ohe seweomer. Frem 4 purely practical coint ol wiew,
this 15 ampoztant 0ol because of the saving of bite has resolis when
a student Sacnliar with e aajor sarcbons ef one celwye carmes to
sady ancther ol samilar Lackground. 19eld-worsers will, again, prefer-
sbly build on tnatecials at Twand. jor the projecis indicated hawe besn
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aketched with the work already carried on in mind, Thus, it the Yirgin
Eslandt or the Marcens of lamaica or the peasamts of Haiti have oot
bheen anentigeed as subicers Boe arudy, oc o certain obviowna iribes of
West Africa Fave not been specified, it i5 becanse previows research
campeleted, 1thuogh n scane cses as vel unpubbshed, may laler be e=ll-
thprly hadweds o0 T planiing enwst be predicated en recogiition of Lhe
priaciple that, in o held as waei o5 this, duplication @i work means
prrans wass= ai bime ol eHoce, Foacthecoints, bn utihz= slocsn?s who
have had poier experithos, making i paasible foc (han Lo coneisioe wark
already withi the Beld of their compriencs and dnierest, @ith bt the
recrivnlaticn oovded o1 make puswble the cditect compacsen of theic
fibidiaps withy these ol shers—ilas, Ttom the paim of wiew of an
nrgs;nira*.inn. masl eHrient tn nhkrain the desiesl rexults, is the e amim,

Ay Uhese sosbien are coanplewed, oo aoacer wheres, ey will prowvirles
etk ialz thar will swepest Eaechey Teads and make bor Turther entighsen-
menr as i the cltnml adventures of the 'n'\.-ngrn in his Mew World
hahaar, That aawerational cemaplication: Snonld sequpire wbaiention Boe
a time from studies in Afipwa is thies iy of overshelming ansonanae
Foar i the Tlmb=d States aod in wonbelligerens Toalin America. more
than: eonuuph ceatoouanites are 1 be Fouod whiclh wall requeire the atien-
Lion = many wortke-s over 3 comsiderahle perind of lime. Ac Tor West
Mbrica, i ois @ lesl subhcienlly koowen 4o permit a rampacssnn with these
Clese W0k soienies acleyiate caagit o tirsew owre Lghi sm e process
of Mew World Megrn pccommorlateon than is now o e had, Mo chiz,
o turm, will stlomunate research 1 Adcees, its=lt whenew=r this can be
resucred,
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