
OneCast
A global film library for independent and international cinema

Role: 

UX Designer 

Scope:

 End-to-end concept  

Focus:

Discovery, cultural context, and community


Methods:

Research, user flows, wireframes, and prototyping



Project summary



OneCast is a self-initiated product concept 
exploring how streaming platforms could make 
independent and international cinema easier to 

discover, understand, and access.



Project Overview

Overview



Mainstream streaming platforms often make discovery 
convenient, but their catalogues can be difficult to 

navigate when users are looking for films outside familiar 
markets or genres.


OneCast explores a more culturally informed approach to 
film discovery. Instead of relying only on algorithmic 
recommendations, the platform combines curated 

collections, regional browsing, contextual information, 
and community discussion.

My role



I worked across the product concept from initial research 
and problem definition to user flows, information 
architecture, interface design, and prototyping.

Project focus
Discovering independent and international films


Providing useful cultural and production context

Supporting exploration without overwhelming users

Creating opportunities for meaningful film discussion



Problem and Opportunity

The opportunity The problem



Independent and international films can be difficult to 
discover, understand, and access across mainstream 

streaming platforms.



The challenge is not only finding a film. Users may also 
need to understand its cultural context, determine where it 

is available, and decide whether it is relevant to their 
interests.

OneCast creates a dedicated environment for discovering 
underrepresented cinema through:

Curated regional and thematic collections

Optional cultural and production context

Clear availability and access information

Community discussion around films and filmmakers

Key issues
Film catalogues are fragmented across regions and 

platforms.

Discovery is often driven by viewing history rather than 
cultural relevance.

Unfamiliar films may lack the context needed to attract 
new audiences.

Smaller distributors and filmmakers struggle to gain 
visibility.
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Film Library The Beekeeper Coming Jan. 12th

In rural Massachusetts, retired school teacher Eloise Parker lives alone but shares a warm friendship 
with Adam Clay, a quiet beekeeper who works in her barn. One day, Eloise falls for a phishing scam 
that steals her life savings, including over $2 million from a charity she runs; devastated and 
bankrupt, she commits suicide.

Laapataa Ladies Coming Jan. 5th
In 2001, in the fictional Nirmal Pradesh, Deepak, a farmer, is  travelling back to his village with his 
new bride, Phool Kumari. They  get into a crowded passenger train along with many other newlywed 
couples. The brides all wear the  same-coloured bridal attire with their faces completely covered 
with a ghoonghat (veil), as is the tradition. Deepak dozes off and wakes up in the night to realise that 
he has arrived at his destination.



Users and Research

Primary user groups



OneCast is designed around several 
overlapping audiences:

Cinephiles seeking independent 
and international films

Film students and researchers

Diaspora communities looking for 
culturally specific content

Independent filmmakers seeking 
greater global exposure

Key insights
Discovery is fragmented. Users may need 
to search across multiple platforms or rely 
on recommendations that do not reflect 
their cultural interests.



Context supports engagement. 
Information about a film’s background, 
production, and cultural significance can 
make unfamiliar content more 
approachable.



Depth should remain optional. Users 
should be able to watch quickly without 
being forced through extensive 
educational content.



Community can improve appreciation. 
Discussion and shared interpretation can 
help users engage more deeply with films.

Research approach



The concept was informed by:

Competitive analysis of existing 
streaming platforms

Informal conversations with film 
students and cinephiles

Secondary research into global 
film production and distribution

Review of existing discovery, 
metadata, and community 
patterns

Research limitation
These findings were used to guide a 
self-initiated concept. They were not 

validated through formal usability 
testing or a large quantitative study.



Goals and Design Objectives

User goals
Discover films by region, theme, or 
cultural movement

Understand unfamiliar films through 
relevant context

Compare and explore films across 
different categories

Participate in thoughtful discussion

Save films for later viewing

Product goals
Improve visibility for independent 
and international cinema

Encourage discovery beyond 
mainstream catalogues

Support curated collections and 
long-tail content

Create a stronger connection 
between films and their cultural 
context

Design objectives

Reduce discovery friction: Make it easier to move from broad exploration to a 
relevant film.



Provide context progressively: Offer cultural and production information without 
overwhelming first-time users.



Balance guidance and freedom: Use curation to support exploration while allowing 
users to browse independently.



Support meaningful engagement: Create structured spaces for discussion rather 
than relying only on unorganised comments.
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