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In The Best of Technique you’ll

discover the top playing tips of the

world’s leading string players and

teachers. It’s packed full of exercises

for students, plus examples from the

standard repertoire to show you how

to integrate the technique into your

playing.

Teaching

In the second volume of The Strad’s

Masterclass series, soloists including

James Ehnes, Jennifer Koh, Philippe

Graffin, Daniel Hope and Arabella

Steinbacher give their thoughts on

some of the greatest works in the

string repertoire. Each has annotated

the sheet music with their own

bowings, fingerings and comments.

Calendars

The Strad Calendar 2026 showcases

twelve of the finest instruments in the

collection of Canimex, one of Canada’s

leading arts supporters. They include

masterpieces by Stradivari, Guarneri

‘del Gesù’, Guadagnini and Gagliano.

Dear Lara will be presented at numerous film festivals throughout September, with screenings available
to educational and cultural institutions across North America

Read more news stories here 

Dear Lara, the award-winning documentary directed by violinist Lara St John, has added more screenings
in the midst of its festival run, with a commercial release planned for 2027.

In addition, the filmmakers have launched a campus and impact campaign, with screenings available to
universities, conservatories, plus other educational and cultural institutions throughout North America.

The film came about after St John publicly disclosed the abuse she experienced while attending the Curtis
Institute of Music. This prompted correspondence from other survivors who shared their own stories,
which led St John across North America and Europe, where she encountered disturbing patterns of
grooming, exploitation, silence and institutional failure.

Since its premiere at the Santa Barbara Film Festival in February 2026, Dear Lara has been screened at
the Cascadia Women’s Film Festival, the Berkshire International Film Festival, the Middlebury New
Filmmakers Festival, Cinema d’iDEA in Rome, and the Brittany International Film Festival.

At Cinema d’iDEA, it received a Courage Award, and it was named Best International Documentary at the
festival in Brittany. In August, it received an award for Best First Time Filmmaker at the LA Independent
Women Film Awards. 

In September, Dear Lara will be presented at a number of film festivals, including the Imagine This
Women’s International Film Festival in New York, the Arpa International Film Festival in Los Angeles and
the Lady Filmmakers Festival in Beverly Hills.

’Making the film was definitely not about highlighting my own story,’ said St John. ’It was about listening to
people who had been silenced and asking them what needs to change. What can we do to keep another
generation of young musicians from experiencing what we did?

’We want to spark a noisy conversation with our audience that will trigger meaningful change at these
schools.’

Watch the trailer here:

Read: Airlines break Darlington Quartet’s 200-year-old cello

Read: Annapolis Symphony Orchestra and Vadim Repin mutually agree to cancel planned
performances
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Producer Patrick Hamm with Lara St John at the premiere of Dear Lara
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