



Date:

	RE: Landowner Notification Letter if the Rice Grower is not the Landowner

Dear Landowner,

You have been identified as an owner of land where rice is grown. 

On March 27, 2014, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board), a state agency, adopted new water quality regulatory requirements for all rice growers located in the nine Sacramento Valley rice-growing counties.[footnoteRef:1] The regulatory requirements are contained in Waste Discharge Requirements General Order for Sacramento Valley Rice Growers, Order No. R5-2014-0032-03 (hereafter referred to as “Rice WDR Order”). The terms of the Rice WDR Order apply to rice growers that are producers of rice, and by extension, landowners that lease, rent or otherwise own land that is used by a producer of rice, and that discharge waste from rice fields to waters of the State (i.e., tailwater discharges). [1:  Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Placer, Sacramento, Sutter, Tehama, Yolo and Yuba] 


Under the terms of the Rice WDR Order, I am required to notify you, the landowner, of the Order’s existence and its provisions. In general, as the rice grower, I am required to, in part, provide information to the California Rice Commission when requested, to implement water quality practices as necessary to protect water quality, prepare and submit a Farm Evaluation, and implement practices that minimize excess nutrient application to relative crop consumption.  I am also required to prepare and implement a rice-specific nitrogen management plan and participate in California Rice Commission outreach events under certain circumstances.

Further, the Rice WDR Order gives the Central Valley Water Board the right to inspect my rice growing operation facilities, at reasonable hours, as long as consent is given by I, you the landowner, or an authorized representative. If consent is withheld, then the Central Valley Water Board must obtain a warrant to inspect the rice growing facilities, unless it is an emergency affecting public health and safety.

By virtue of providing you this letter, I am meeting my obligations under the Rice WDR Order to notify you of the Order and its provisions. The full Rice WDR Order may be downloaded from the Central Valley Water Board’s website. The link below can be either clicked on or copied and pasted into the browser menu window.
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/general_orders/r5-2014-0032-03.pdf

I encourage you to download and review the full Rice WDR Order. Should you have questions with respect to any of the requirements contained in the Rice WDR Order, and your obligations as the landowner, please contact the Central Valley Water Board staff rice liaison, Ashley Peters at (916) 464-4857.

Sincerely,



______________________________



