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Applicable to Rice Breeding, Genetic, Seed Increase and Varietal Evaluation Programs 


Section 1 – Disclosure of location and type of research

A research plan shall be provided to the committee and include: 

A. Locations and types of research including, but not limited to conventional, hybrid and colored bran of all research shall be provided to the Committee. The entity conducting the research may request that all or part of the information provided be kept confidential.  The Committee shall evaluate the request and determine which information, if any, shall be kept confidential.

B. A detailed standard operating procedure regarding sourcing, modification, handling, processing, and disposal of plants and seed shall be provided to the Committee. The entity conducting the research may request that all or part of the information provided be kept confidential.  The Committee shall evaluate the request and determine which information, if any, shall be kept confidential. 


Section 2 – Requirements for seed for research originating from California and outside California 

A. In California
Seed propagated in California for at least one generation may be planted for research without restriction, except for the following:

1. Commercial impact types including, but not limited to colored bran, premium short grain and sweet rice, aromatic, bold grain. 

2. Seed determined to be contaminated by but not limited to diseases, pests, weedy types such as red rice, colored bran, and unregistered pesticides. 

The entity conducting the research shall ensure compliance with the requirements of this subsection through the monitoring and inspection of the crop and seed by plant breeders and plant pathologists, or other experts approved by the Committee. 

B. Outside California 
Seed originating outside California shall be grown in a greenhouse for one generation and comply with attached tissue culture methods consistent with the attached APHIS Brown Rice Protocol, as modified by the committee. Certification of compliance with these protocols may be provided by USDA.
1. Seed originating from commercial rice producing regions including, but not limited to Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, Missouri, Florida, Tennessee, South Carolina, and Puerto Rico shall be grown in a greenhouse for one generation and comply with attached tissue culture method consistent with the APHIS Brown Rice Protocol, as modified by the committee. 

2. Seed  originating  from the USDA–ARS National Small Grains Collection shall be grown in a greenhouse for one generation and comply with APHIS Brown Rice Protocol, as modified by the committee.

3. Seed from Hawaii which is the direct result of breeding material produced in California for one generation may be planted for continued research in a greenhouse or outside nursery in California. The entity conducting the research shall ensure compliance with the requirements of this subsection through monitoring and inspection of the seed grow out by plant breeders, plant pathologists, or other experts approved by the Committee. 

4. Seed originating from greenhouse grow outs (including APHIS Permitted Quarantine Introductions) may be grown in the first year only by the entity conducting the research at a single field location at the research entity. 


Section 3 – Disease Protocol

A. If a pest or disease is observed in any generation of seed, the entity conducting the research shall immediately notify the county agricultural commissioner. 

B. All seed, plant material and planting medium infected with pests or diseases not currently present in California maybe be subject to destruction or other mitigation as determined by the Committee or county agricultural commissioner with input from experts. 


Section 4 – Colored bran research 
Colored bran rice research shall be separated from non-colored bran rice research by a minimum of 10 feet.  All outlets from any field involving colored bran research shall be screened to prevent the movement of seed from the field.  Fields removed from colored bran research shall be fallowed for 1 year, flushed three times to promote germination of rice seeds  and all volunteers removed or destroyed by mechanical or chemical treatment. 


Section 5 – Equipment Cleanout
A. All equipment used in seeding and seed handling shall be cleaned and inspected at the field site and determined to be free of any seed between lines upon completion of seeding and seed handling activities. 

B. Cleanout logs specifying date of cleaning and operator shall be maintained. 


Section 6 – Production of seed 
Seed produced from research in California intended for sale or used to produce commercial rice in the state shall be enrolled in the California Crop Improvement Association or a program approved by the Committee to verify field eligibility and adequate isolation and field inspection for off-type, weeds and diseases and subject to audit. 


Section 7 – Disposition of rice as a product of research
Rice that is a product of research or experimental germplasm can be accepted for processing under the following conditions:

1. Harvest sites must be inspected by the research entity and found free of weedy rice.
2. Rice must be classified under California market types: medium grain, long grain, short grain, aromatic, waxy, colored bran or mixed type.

Research material under USDA APHIS permit or subject to an Experimental Use Permit for a non-registered pesticide may not be accepted for processing. 

Section 8 – Definitions
A.   Generation – means one complete life cycle including both the vegetative and reproductive cycles

B. Weedy types – varieties with observed 1) levels of dormancy significantly higher than standard California market class varieties and 2) levels of shattering significantly higher than standard California market class varieties.


