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ORGANIZATIONAL PROFILE

Arkansas Colleges of Health Education  

(ACHE) was founded in 2014 with the mission 

of transforming healthcare in Arkansas and  

beyond by training competent and compassion-

ate healthcare professionals. Located on 573 

acres in Fort Smith, Arkansas, ACHE is home to 

the Arkansas College of Osteopathic Medicine 

(ARCOM), and the Master of Science in 

Biomedicine program. ACHE School of Physical 

ACHE School of Occupational Therapy is  

 

The ACHE campus also includes the Residents 

student apartments, and the Village at Heritage, 

a walkable neighborhood development com-

plete with shops and restaurants. Campus proj-

ects under development include the Celebration 

Garden and Wellness Park and the expansion  

of on-campus biking and walking trails. 

Off-campus, ACHE is developing the ACHE 

Research Institute Health & Wellness Center, 

a 317,850 square-foot facility. After renova-

tions are completed, the facility will contain a 

biomedical research laboratory and space for 

transformational initiatives in Art, Nutrition, 

institution in Arkansas that is dedicated solely 

to healthcare and wellness.

To educate and train a diverse group of highly 
competent and compassionate healthcare 
professionals; to create health and research 
support facilities; and to provide healthy living 
environments to improve the lives of others. 

MISSION STATEMENT
PROCESSIONAL

INVOCATION
Louay Nassri, MD, Chair of Pediatrics

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Ben Keating, Trumpet

WELCOME
Kyle D. Parker, JD, CEO

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
John Taylor, Board Chair

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT
Brian Kim, JD, President

GREETINGS FROM JASENG HOSPITAL 
Joon-Shik Shin, KMD, PhD 

 Founder and CEO of Jaseng Hospital of Korean Medicine

TRADITIONS
  Donald Sefcik, DO, Vice Provost and

 Vice President of Academic A�airs

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
Brian Kim, JD, President

ADMINISTRATION OF OSTEOPATHIC OATH

US MILITARY PROMOTION CEREMONY
Afternoon Ceremony Only*

ALUMNI WELCOME
Wonda Montgomery, Director of External/

Alumni Relations

RECESSIONAL

CONTENTS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Joseph A. Giaimo, DO, President-elect 

American Osteopathic Association
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TRADITIONS

The Ceremonial Mace 
Ceremonial maces have long been used  

in academic ceremonies as a symbol of  

authority and importance. ACHE honors  

this tradition with the ACHE Ceremonial 

Mace. This beautiful, mahogany mace 

includes traditional gold accents and is 

adorned with the ACHE seal. 

Gonfalons
 

from a crossbar to represent each of the 

ACHE degree programs.  

The Hooding Ceremony 
This special recognition ceremony is for 

master and doctoral degree candidates. 

During the ceremony, the hood is placed 

over the head of the graduate, signifying 

their success in completing the program.

Military Promotion Ceremony 
This special ceremony is to honor our 

graduates who will receive a promotional  

in rank from the US Military as a result of 

their graduation. 

Note from CEO

On this special occasion, 

I’m reminded what a privilege it is to hold 

today’s ceremony. It brings me joy that you 

are able to celebrate your achievements 

today with friends and family. 

 

Through the COVID-19 pandemic, you 

have become uniquely adaptive to change. 

During a time when you could have allowed 

the overwhelming state of our world to 

discourage you or hold you back, you  

have not only persevered to complete  

your degree, but have done so with the  

motivation to serve others. 

 

Whether you are graduating from our 

Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine program 

and will continue your training to care for 

future patients, or you are completing our 

Master of Science in Biomedicine program 

and plan to pursue a career in the  

healthcare industry, I know you are  

prepared to do so. 

 

As you take your next step, remember that 

a life of service to others is a successful life.  

Congratulations! 

Master of Science in Biomedicine 
Graduate regalia includes a black mortarboard with tassel, 

a black master’s robe and a hood. The yellow trim color on 

the hood represents the science discipline. 

Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
Graduate regalia includes a black doctoral robe with  

three green velvet stripes on each sleeve indicating the  

terminal degree. Graduates will also wear an eight-sided 

black tam with a gold tassel. The green trim color on the 

hood represents the medical discipline. 

Faculty & Administration 
Faculty and administration wear a multitude of regalia 

colors indicating the discipline and institution from which 

they earned their highest degree. The CEO and President  

each have four stripes on their sleeves indicating their 

institutional positions. 

Chains of O�ce

Maroon and 
Gold  

signify the 

graduate is 

a member of 

Sigma Sigma 

Phi Honor 

Society, the 

Osteopathic 

Service 

Fraternity.

Red, White, 
and Blue  

signify the 

graduate is a  

member of 

the military 

and will 

receive a 

promotion 

upon their 

graduation.

Academic Robing & Regalia
The uniform of a graduate is perhaps the most iconic  

graduation tradition. The robes and caps are inseparably 

tied to the event. The length of the hood, sleeves, and 

velvet trim indicate the academic achievement level of 

the wearer. The hood trim color indicates the discipline in 

which the degree was earned. The color of the hood’s satin 

CORDS
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Today is the end of one remarkable journey and the start 

of a new one. Your time at the Arkansas Colleges of 

Health Education, whether in the Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine program or Master of Science in Biomedicine 

program, has been spent with one mission in mind - “to 

educate and train a diverse group of highly competent 

and compassionate healthcare professionals.”  

 

of that mission. 

 

I wish you much success as you take the next step in your 

journey. Congratulations on your many accomplishments! 

Note from President KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Joseph Giaimo, DO, FACOI, FCCP, is the 

President-elect of the American Osteopathic 

Association and an AOA board-certified 

osteopathic internal and pulmonary medicine 

physician in private practice in Palm Beach 

Gardens, Florida. In addition to his work in 

pulmonology, Dr. Giaimo specializes in various 

forms of sleep medicine, including treatment 

of insomnia and hypersomnia.

He is a fellow of the American College of 

Osteopathic Internists and the American 

College of Chest Physicians.

Dr. Giaimo has served the AOA in several  

capacities, including chair of the Department 

of Affiliate Affairs, Department of Business 

Affairs, Department of Education and 

Department of Research. He is also a past 

president of the Florida Osteopathic Medical 

Association (FOMA) and the American  

Lung Association.

A health policy fellow of the AOA,  

Dr. Giaimo served on the Centers for  

Medicare & Medicaid Services’ (CMS) 

Practicing Physicians Advisory Council 

(PPAC), which, before being disbanded,  

provided input to the federal government on 

how CMS rules affect practicing physicians.
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CANDIDATES

A

B

C

D

F
G

H

I
J
K

L

Qamar Abbas

Catey Ashlyn Abbott

Dania Ammar  

Musa Ammar  

Rashad Adil

Mohamed Mohamoud 
Ahmed

Ricardo Albarran-Anguiano

Carla R. Antypas

Austin Anzivino 

Bryce Alexander 
Armstrong

Maninder S Aulakh

Stephen Trey Bastible

Daniel Gordon Chilcote

Kiana Marie Clem

Reid Matthew Cline

Devin Wayne Cook

Bethany Correa

Caroline Ann Cosner

Caitlin Marie Daab

Trent Matthew DeLong

Nikita Deval

Aaron Downey

Bridgette Michelle  
Farris

Victoria Ferriman

Brady Zane Floyd

Erron B. Fritchman Palmer

Meghan Audra Gibson

Cassidy Paige Goff

Shanell Ann Gray

Chand Grewal

Rachel Grider Cook

Henry Daniel  
Gutierrez

Conor Lee Haas

Garrett Hadley

Khadija Hamid

Yea Eun Han

Addie Lysbeth  
Moore Hancock

Christopher Hancock

Kelley Marie Harris

Shane Metoyer Harrison

Amber Lynn Hatley

Michelle Ann Heitmann

Bryce A. Hendrix

Zachary Burton Hocott

Grace Hoss

Alexis Brooke House

Kevin Rojeh Ismair

Elena Ivanova

Sana Khadri

Caroline Kim

Paul Kim

Kortney Alisha LaCombe

Ashish Lalani

Matthew Millard Landeen

Sarah Lantz

Aivy Thi Le

Thu Nhi Le

DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
CANDIDATES

Amanda Nichole Lemp

Abigail Deen Long

Brendan Calvert 
Lushbough

Bhavik Mukesh Magan

Noor X Mahmood

Brandee Cathleen Main

Ratna Melanie Malkan

Devin Sean McDonald

Daniel McPike

Nikki Ann Reyes  
Medina

Brian Christopher Monk

Syed Faizan Munir

Madhu Bharathi Murali

Nhi Nai

Brenda Mao Nguyen

Melissa Nichole Olcott

Michael G. Page

Anthony Pasarin

Roshani Vipul Patel

Brandon Scott Petree

Alisa Pham

Andrew Matthew Phillpott

Luke Gibson Renner

Kali Alexandra Riley

Ashley Nicole Roberts

Rylan Russell

Victoria Helen Ryherd

Bryce Kumar Sarcar

Sajan Sarker

Swarna Sarker

Ryan Edward Schultz

Megan Marie Sharrow

Saad Rab Siddiqui

Samantha Drake Skinner

Daniel Scott Spector

Daniel Lee Stacy

Samuel Lory Stahly

Alan William Steube

Madelyn Marie Strickling

Riley Renee Taubert

Courtney Thrower

Anh Quoc Kim To

Tyler Torina

Matthew Ryan Turner

Delli Rae Tyler

Morena Leticia Valdizon

Kostadinos Peter Vergos

Taylor Alexandra 
Wejkszner

Benjamin Michael 
Westerhoff

Kevin Edward Woodhams

Vance Ashley Woodward

Tiffany Lynn Wyatt

R

M

N

O
P

S

T

V
W

Y
*A student’s participation in any ACHE commencement ceremony or the listing of their name in 
any commencement program or document is not a record of degree awarded from ACHE.*

DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

*A student’s participation in any ACHE commencement ceremony or the listing of their name in 
any commencement program or document is not a record of degree awarded from ACHE.*

Sigma Sigma Phi Military Sigma Sigma Phi Military
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The Osteopathic Oath

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve 

and respect both as a physician and a friend who will guard their 

my professional duties, to employ only those recognized methods 

of treatment consistent with good judgment and with my skill 

and ability, keeping in mind always nature’s laws and the body’s 

inherent capacity for recovery.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the 

community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in 

those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit upon 

myself or my profession. I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to 

any person, though it be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit 

of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act cast 

imputations upon them or their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have taught 

me my art. To my college I will be loyal and strive always for its 

best interests and for the interests of the students who will come 

after me. I will be ever alert to further the application of basic 

biologic truths to the healing arts and to develop the principles of 

Alexis Paige Alexander

Karman Leigh Biggs

Dalton Keagan Black

Cortlyn Macall Boyd

Rosa María De  
La Cerda-Blanc

Rachel Frances Doering

I’Raunce Ellis 

Trenton Wesley  
Allen Ellis

Hillary Rae French

Victoria Agbeke George

Logan Anthony Graf

Thomas Andrew Green 

Emily Paige Hamilton

DeIvory Nikole Howard

Katherine Laurel  

Kamish Branisha Langston

Vi Phuong Le

Christian C. Mackley

Emily Mae Malak

Victoria S. Manning

 
Mendez Avila

Stephen Thomas  
Moore

Kashun Madhushan 
Morawakkoralage

Anthony Lin Moseley

Christina Ricci

Claire Marie Shipp

Talha Umar 

Sravani Vallabhaneni

Allison Vaught 

Debbie Charlene Watts

Amanda Nicole Weakley

Wyndom Layne  
Westcott Ferguson

Kynnedy Beth Willson

Hannah Michelle Wooten

Alexus Kaye Yarbrough

CANDIDATES

*A student’s participation in any ACHE commencement ceremony or the listing of their name in 
any commencement program or document is not a record of degree awarded from ACHE.*

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOMEDICINE
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BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES
 
John Taylor

Chair

Cole Goodman, MD

Vice Chair

Judy Boreham, PhD

Secretary

Mike Rappeport

Treasurer

Mike Barr

Je� Beauchamp

John Brown, III

Mike Carroll

David Craig

Ron Darbeau, PhD

Christopher Greer, DO

William Hanna

Ronnie Hawkins

Jason Hill, DO

Tom Holland, PhD

Lavon Morton

Jim Patridge, JD

Karen Pharis

PLATFORM 
PARTY

Kyle D. Parker, JD  

CEO 

Brian Kim, JD  

President 

Joseph Giaimo, DO  

AOA President-elect 

John Taylor  

ACHE Board Chair

Cole Goodman, MD 

ACHE Board Vice Chair

Donald Sefcik, DO 

Vice-Provost and

VP Academic A�airs

Rance McClain, DO

Dean of ARCOM

Kenneth Hensley, PhD

MSB Program Director

Louay Nassri, MD 

Chair of Pediatrics 

Wonda Montgomery

Director of External/

Alumni Relations
 

CLASS 
MARSHALS
 
David McWhorter, PhD

Chair of Anatomy 

Lance Bridges, PhD

Chair of Biochemistry, 

Molecular & Cell Science 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
You are now part of the ACHE alumni community! Wherever 
you end up, stay in touch with your ACHE network. We look 

forward to seeing all the amazing things you accomplish!

ALUMNI MESSAGE

ACHEEDU.ORG/ALUMNI  |  ACHEEDU.ORG/GIVING  |  ALUMNI@ACHEEDU.ORG

SPECIAL 
THANKS

 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Kremers

Captain Lindsay Sterling, Army Band Trumpet

Lori Fay, Violin

Christopher Pinkston, Violin

Curtis Hansen, Viola

Barbara Godette, Violoncello

Ben Keating, Trumpet, National Anthem

UAFS Color Guard

ACHE Ambassador and Student Volunteers

Commencement Committee 2021

ACHE Advancement Advisory Council

Arkansas Osteopathic Medical Association

ARCOM Advisory Board

*We have made every attempt to include in this program all persons 
of recognition. If there have been errors or omissions, please accept 

our sincerest apologies.
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