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ISN Career Support Committee (CSC) – Interruption Re-Entry Grant (IRG) Application Form

The CSC Interruption Re-Entry Grant is designed to empower and support experienced researchers returning to active research after a significant career interruption. This funding is intended for established scientists in neurochemistry who have experienced disruptions due to childbirth, major illness, or extended caregiving responsibilities.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: 
Applicants must be active ISN Full Members with a minimum of 24 months of continuous membership at the time of application.
Applicants must be established researchers with a strong track record.
Applicants must have experienced career interruption due to childbirth, major illness, or extended caregiving responsibilities.

SUBMISSION AND COMPLETION OF APPLICATION:
All applications must fulfil the stated criteria to ensure they are eligible. Applications that do not meet all criteria will not be considered.

Applications must be submitted as a SINGLE pdf file that includes the appendices described in point 2b and has the following naming format (CSC_IRG_2026_Last Name_First Name).

Application must be organised as follows:
Completed application form
Appendices:
Section 10: Description of career interruption(s)
Section 11: Description of current and future research plans
Section 12: Letter from the applicant’s Departmental Chair during the career interruption.
Section 13: Letter from the applicant’s Departmental Chair where the research activities will be performed.


The application form should be returned to Constanze Seidenbecher, Chair of the ISN CSC, with a copy to the ISN Office by email at constanze.seidenbecher@lin-magdeburg.de & secretariat@neurochemistry.org.









1. General applicant information:
	ISN member
	Postdoc member
	
	Full member
	

	Continuous ISN active membership since (MM/YYYY):
	

	Regional Society Membership
	[bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]APSN |_|         ASN |_|          ESN  |_|          

	Academic title
	

	Last name 
	

	Middle name
	

	First name
	

	Email address
	

	Institutional address: 

	· Department
	

	· Institution
	

	· City
	

	· Country
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Gender
	

	Nationality
	




2. Career information:
	Doctoral degree obtained:

	· Degree
	

	· University
	

	· Month/Year
	

	Postgraduate qualifications:

	Date (from to)
	Subject
	Institution

	
	
	

	
	
	




3. Current position:
	Position
	

	Since (MM/YYYY) 
	

	Name of your research group, website link  
	

	Research topic 
	

	Number of co-workers in the lab
	






4. Publications:
	ORCID # (if applicable)
	

	Total number of peer-reviewed publications
	

	Please list up to 5 publications including authors, title, journal name, and DOI 

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	




5. Current and previous awards:
(please list up to 5 awards you received from other organizations, e.g. travel awards, fellowships, own project funding)
	Year(s)
	Award/Awarding organization
	Amount (USD)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Please state below any previous support that you have received from ISN, e.g. travel support, school attendance, or CAEN support
	Year(s)
	ISN Award
	Amount (USD)

	
	
	

	
	
	





6. Other professional activities:
	Academic teaching
	

	Supervision of students 
	

	Editorships (books, journals)
	

	Membership in boards/committees
	

	Public Outreach activities
	

	Other
	




7. Detailed budget describing how the requested funds will be spent 
The budget is USD 10,000 max, for one year.
	
	Costs
	Total (USD)

	1
	
	

	
	
	

	2
	
	

	
	
	

	3
	
	

	
	
	

	4
	
	

	
	
	

	5
	
	

	
	
	

	Total costs of the project:
	

	Total CSC application sum:
	




8. Contact details of the institute’s financial officer:
	Academic title
	

	Last name 
	

	Middle name
	

	First name
	

	Email address
	

	Institutional address: 

	· Department
	

	· Institution
	

	· City
	

	· Country
	





9. Declaration of the Use of Artificial Intelligence tools:
Please declare if any AI tools were used in drafting this grant proposal.

|_|   I declare that no AI tools were used.

|_|   I declare that all AI programs used for this work have been carefully cited in the text
and in the bibliography.

|_|   I declare that for this document AI assistance was undertaken solely for grammatical
improvements. No citations were provided for text generated by an AI, as no content
was created or significantly modified.

|_|   I have reviewed all the inclusions and modifications made with the assistance of AI in this document and take full responsibility for the accuracy of the content.


Sections 10-13 to be provided as ATTACHMENTS in the Appendices only!

10. Description of career interruption(s) 
(max 2 pages, including references, with a font size of at least 10)

Please use the following sub-headings
9.1. Nature of career interruption
9.2. Dates and length of time 
9.3. Research activities leading up to and just prior to the career interruption
9.4. Impact on career (i.e. loss of funding, loss of position/lab members, significant decrease in productivity, etc.)
9.5. Other information (if applicable)

Please note: Official documentation (medical records, birth certificates, employment records etc.) will need to be provided to the Committee Chair and ISN Office to verify the career interruption before any funds are made available. All documents will be treated confidentially and deleted after grant completion.


11. Description of current and future research plans and research capabilities (position, lab space, lab members and current funding) and how the Career Interruption Re-entry Grant will assist the applicant’s research. If the applicant is not currently research-active they need to explain how they will recommence their research activities and the feasibility of success. 
(max 2 pages, including references, with a font size of at least 10)


12. Letter from the applicant’s Departmental Chair during the career interruption, to confirm the details and impact upon the applicant’s career.


13. Letter from the applicant’s Departmental Chair where the research activities will be performed, to confirm their support for the applicant’s position in the department and that the necessary laboratory space and infrastructure support will be provided to the applicant. 

Note: if the Departmental Chair is the same person in items 10 and 11 then a single letter can be provided.

Upon approval of an application:
The institution must agree that no indirect costs/overheads will be charged.
80% of the amount granted will be transferred to a bank account of the applicant's institution.
The remaining 20% will be released by submitting a full research and financial report that is approved by the ISN CSC Chair and the ISN Treasurer.


I agree that I will submit financial and research (including a photograph) reports within twelve months of receiving the funds.

I agree that my report can be published (after approval) on the ISN homepage to inform ISN members of this ISN-supported activity. 

I am aware that failure on my side in delivering an acceptable report in time may have severe consequences on my future access to the benefits available for active ISN members.



Name of applicant:


Signature of applicant:          
                                                     

Date: 



ISN Secretariat c/o Bostrom
Email: secretariat@neurochemistry.org 
Visit our website at www.neurochemistry.org
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