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Signed, Sealed, Gwinnett: The signature that shaped a community 
 
As our nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, Americans across 
the country are reflecting on the individuals whose courage helped launch an unprecedented 
experiment in self-government. Here in Gwinnett County, we have a unique connection to that story. 
 
Our community bears the name of Button Gwinnett, one of the 56 signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. Yet despite seeing his name every day on our schools, businesses, roads, and public 
buildings, many know little about the man behind it. 
 
Button Gwinnett was not born a statesman. He was an entrepreneur, a risk-taker, and, like many 
business leaders today, someone who experienced both success and failure. He left England in search 
of opportunity, built businesses, pursued public service, and ultimately found himself at the center of one 
of the most consequential moments in human history. 
 
When Gwinnett signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776, there was no guarantee of success. 
The colonies were challenging the most powerful empire in the world, and failure could have cost him 
everything. Yet he chose to act anyway. That willingness to move forward amid uncertainty remains just 
as relevant today. Every day, entrepreneurs launch businesses without knowing the outcome. 
Employers invest in new markets and emerging technologies. Community leaders take on challenges 
without the benefit of guarantees. Progress has always depended on individuals willing to step forward 
before the path ahead is fully visible. It is driven by people who choose courage over comfort and action 
over hesitation. 
 
As we look toward America's next 250 years, that lesson feels especially relevant. Our nation's strength 
has never been rooted in perfection, but in our ability to keep building, innovating, and expanding 
opportunity for future generations. The promise of America has always rested in the belief that tomorrow 
can be better than today. 
 
That same spirit is alive in Gwinnett. The community that bears Button Gwinnett's name has grown into 
one of the most dynamic, diverse, and economically vibrant counties in the nation. People from around 
the world have chosen to build their future here. Businesses have invested here. Families have put 
down roots here. Together, they have created a community defined by opportunity, resilience, and a 
shared belief in what is possible. 
 
I often wonder what Button Gwinnett would think if he could see the county that bears his name today. I 
believe he would recognize something familiar: people willing to take risks, pursue opportunities, and 
work together to build something greater than themselves. He would see a community continuing to 
write its own chapter in the American story. 
 
As we commemorate the 250th anniversary of our nation's founding, let us remember that the 
Declaration of Independence was more than a document. It was a commitment to possibility. Button 
Gwinnett added his signature to that promise 250 years ago. The responsibility for carrying it forward 
now belongs to all of us. 
 
 
 
Nick Masino 
President & CEO, Gwinnett Chamber 


