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	ENRICHMENT
           FRAMEWORK

	The Department for Education published the Enrichment Framework for Schools and Colleges in June 2026. The framework is designed to help schools plan, evaluate and strengthen their enrichment offer so that every child can access high-quality opportunities beyond the classroom. From September 2026, Ofsted will consider how schools' enrichment provision aligns with the framework during inspection.

	What is Enrichment?

	Enrichment refers to the wider experiences provided by schools that support pupils' personal development, character, wellbeing, skills, interests and future aspirations. It should be accessible to all pupils, not just those who actively seek opportunities.

	The 8 Enrichment Benchmarks

	1. Belonging: Pupils feel included, valued and connected to their school community.
2. Participation: All pupils have opportunities to engage regularly in enrichment activities.
3. Responsive Enrichment: Provision reflects pupil voice, interests, needs and local context.
4. Wider Skills: Activities develop communication, teamwork, leadership,  resilience and problem-solving.
5. Community and Civic Engagement: Pupils contribute positively to their local community and understand their role in society.
6. Culture, Creativity and Arts: Access to music, performing arts, visual arts, literature and cultural experiences.
7. Sports, Physical Activity and Wellbeing: Opportunities to participate in sport, physical activity, outdoor learning and healthy lifestyles.
8. Nature, Outdoor Learning and Adventure: Experiences that build confidence, resilience and connection with the natural environment. 



	What Will Ofsted Look For?

	Schools should be able to demonstrate that:
· Enrichment is purposeful and planned.
· Opportunities are available to all pupils.
· Disadvantaged and SEND pupils are actively engaged.
· Provision is broad and balanced across the benchmarks.
· Participation is monitored and evaluated.
· Pupil voice influences the offer.
· Enrichment contributes to personal development and wellbeing. 

	What This Means for Primary Schools

	A strong enrichment offer may include:
· Sports clubs and competitions
· Outdoor learning and Forest School
· Leadership opportunities (sports leaders, school council)
· Arts, music and performance events
· Community projects and volunteering
· Educational visits and residential experiences
· Health and wellbeing programmes
· Cultural celebrations and themed events

	How Edstart Supports Schools

	· Curriculum PE
· Extra-curricular clubs
· Sports competitions and festivals
· Leadership programmes
· Active lunchtimes and play leaders
· Wellbeing and mentoring programmes
· Outdoor and adventure experiences
· Community engagement projects



	The Enrichment Framework signals a significant shift towards ensuring every child has access to meaningful experiences beyond the curriculum. Schools should begin auditing their current provision against the 8 benchmarks and identifying groups of pupils who may not currently be accessing enrichment opportunities.
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