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Tourette syndrome

“This is truly of a tremendous importance. Any 
understanding of such a syndrome must vastly 
broaden our understanding of human nature in 
general… [I] know of no other syndrome of 
comparable interest.”

Letter from A. Lurija to O. Sacks, 1975
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1885‘The cursing marquise’       
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A. Brouillet, Une Leçon Clinique à la Salpêtrière (1887)
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GILLES DE LA TOURETTE

(1857-1904)
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Henry Meige

(1866-1940)
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Henry Meige

(1866-1940)
Meige:

The psychogenic 

origin of tics is 

not Freud’s 

hysteria, but 

‘hereditary 

weakness of the 

will’ (akrasia)
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Sandor Ferenczi (1873-1933)



Many Central European psychoanalysts fled in the wake
of Nazism to the United States, where they joined forces
with an increasing number of native-born American
psychoanalysts. Among this group of emigré
psychoanalysts was Hungarian-born pediatrician
Margaret Schoenberger Mahler, who worked in New
York and refined the psychoanalytic view of tics,
updating Ferenczi’s explanations for a new generation of
psychiatrists.

Margaret Mahler (1897-1985)

His symptoms—involuntary tics, echolalia, echokinesia and uncontrollable inarticulate expressions of dysfunction of the system of

expressional motility—developed at the age of seven. Mental coprolalia reflected the patient's conflict between sadistic impulses and their

repression. Thirty months of intensive psychotherapy have ameliorated the patient's condition without fundamentally changing it. The authors

assume that the organic basis of this 'incontinence of emotions' makes the condition only partly accessible to psychotherapy.



Arthur Shapiro (1923-1995) and

Elaine Shapiro (1925-2014)
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Danish girls troop up to the hospital with

mysterious tics. They have watched the same

videos online

Is it Tourette syndrome? Or just the internet?
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BMJ 1992;305:1563-1567

DID MOZART HAVE TOURETTE SYNDROME?









“In the intervals of articulating he made various sounds

with his mouth, sometimes as if ruminating, or what is

called chewing the cud, sometimes giving a half

whistle, sometimes making his tongue play backwards

from the roof of his mouth, as if clucking like a hen…”

James Boswell, Life of Samuel Johnson (1791)

BOSWELL’S LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON











“I was lately considering, among other objects of

speculation, the new attempt of an universal register

[…] in which every man may lodge an account of his

superfluities and wants, of whatever he desires to

purchase or to sell […] A place where every exuberance

may be discharged, and every deficiency supplied;

where every lawful passion may find its

gratifications, and every honest curiosity receive

satisfaction; where the stock of a nation, pecuniary

and intellectual, may be brought together, and where

all conditions of humanity may hope to find relief,

pleasure, and accommodation; must equally deserve the

attention of the merchant and philosopher, of him who

mingles in the tumult of business, and him who only

lives to amuse himself with the various employments

and pursuits of others […] Of every art there were a

hundred professors for a single pupil…”

Samuel Johnson, The Rambler (1751)

SAMUEL JOHNSON’S UNIVERSAL REGISTER
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