
Coprolalia functional?

Elia Abi-Jaoude MD PhD FRCPC
Tics and Tourette Clinic

Hospital for Sick Children
University of Toronto 

WTF?!



functional coprolalia increased… particularly over the last decade, 
owing, we believe, to raised awareness concerning GTS, as a result of 
media coverage



FTLB
n=9

Tic disorders
n=24

Coprolalia 67% 4% p=0.0004

Pringsheim & Martino, 2021





swearing ≠ coprolalia



Swearing – possible explanations

• Upset
• Learned behaviour
• Emotional emphasizer
• Social bonding
• Coprolalia
• Functional
• Malingering
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Marquise de Dampierre – Jean-Gaspard Itard, 1825

“…interrupts what she is saying or hearing with bizarre cries and 

words that are even more extraordinary and contrast deplorably 

with her intellect and her distinguished manners. These words are 

mostly vulgar curses, obscene epithets, and, what is no less 

embarrassing for her and others listening, blunt expressions of 

judgment or unfavorable opinions of those present in society.”

Walusinsky, 2026





This is the remarkable phenomenon, among all the others, that 

Gilles de la Tourette, in his interesting work on the tic disease, 

ingeniously designated using the term ‘coprolalia’

   Jean-Martin Charcot, October 23, 1888

        Walusinsky, 2026



Coprolalia – Gilles de la Tourette, 1885

• "shit-talking"

• the obscene expression that their upbringing and mental state 

should have protected them against

• not found in all subjects

• Hysteria?

Kushner, 1998; Walusinsky, 2026



Teive et al, 2025

FUNCTIONAL!

KEEP IT 
CLEAN!!

TICS!



The Rise and Fall of Psychoanalysis – Freud
• uncorrected infantile habits in a population with hereditary 

weakness – Meige and Feindel 1902

• eruptive cursing a symbolic and linguistic substitute for 

masturbation – Ferenczi 1921

• repressed childhood sexual conflicts – Mahler 1944

• last ‘desperate defense against psychosis’

• haloperidol – Seignot 1961, Shapiro and Shapiro 1968

Kushner, 1998, 2000



Related phenomena

• Intrusive egodystonic obsessions
• L’appel du vide



Rachman & de Silva, 1978



Continuum?

intrusive
obsessions

l’appel
du vide

coprolalia
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