Fairbuild

Educational Quote Review

Helping homeowners understand contractor quotes before signing

PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Type: Kitchen [JBathroom [JADU [JRemodel []JOther
Location (ZIP): _ 94301
Quote Date: __ 01/11/2026
Quoted Total (as stated in quote): $__ 65,800

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This review provides a neutral, educational overview of the uploaded contractor quote. The goal is
to help clarify what is included, identify items that may be missing or unclear, and highlight areas
that are commonly confirmed before signing. While the quote may be generally aligned with typical
project scopes, several details are worth clarifying to avoid misunderstandings during construction.
Reviewing these items in advance can help set expectations, reduce the likelihood of change

orders, and support a smoother project experience.

Overall Quote Clarity: [JHigh Medium [JLow

Educational review only. This is not an estimate, bid, legal opinion, or engineering assessment.

PLAIN-ENGLISH BREAKDOWN

Below is a simplified explanation of the major components included in the quote.

Item: Demolition

What the quote says:

Remove existing fixtures and prepare space.

What this usually means:

This typically includes removing existing finishes, fixtures, and materials necessary to prepare
the area for new work. It may or may not include disposal, protection of adjacent areas, or
unforeseen conditions.

Why it matters:

Demolition scope affects timeline, cleanup responsibilities, and potential additional costs if
conditions differ from expectations.

Item: Plumbing

What the quote says:

Upgrade plumbing and bring it up to code.
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What this usually means:

The contractor will update the plumbing only in the areas being worked on so it meets today’s
building rules. This usually means adjusting pipes connected to new fixtures or visible plumbing
— not replacing all the plumbing in the house.

Why it matters:

Many people think this means all plumbing will be replaced or upgraded. If that’s not what’s
included, extra plumbing work may cost more later.

Item: Electrical

What the quote says:

Upgrade electrical and bring it up to code. Install GFCI outlets, switches, and new recessed lights
per approved design.

What this usually means:

The electrician will update wiring and outlets only in the areas being remodeled so they meet
current safety rules. This typically includes adding required GFCI outlets, replacing existing
switches, and installing the recessed lights shown in the plans — not rewiring the entire home or
upgrading the main electrical panel unless stated.

Why it matters:

“Bring it up to code” is often misunderstood as a full electrical upgrade. If the limits aren’t clear,
homeowners may be surprised by additional costs if older wiring or the main panel needs work later.
Item: Structural (if applicable)

What the quote says:

Remove non bearing wall between kitchen and living area and haul away

What this usually means:

The contractor will remove the specified wall that is believed to be non-structural, patch the
surrounding areas, and dispose of the debris. This does not typically include structural
reinforcement, ceiling re-framing, relocating electrical or plumbing inside the wall, or repairs beyond
the immediate area unless listed separately.

Why it matters:

If the wall is later found to be load-bearing or contains utilities, additional work, permits, and costs
may be required. Clarifying this upfront helps avoid delays and unexpected change orders.

Item: Finishes

What the quote says:

Finish materials provided by the homeowner. Contractor provides labor and rough materials.

What this usually means:

The homeowner is responsible for purchasing all visible finish materials such as tile, flooring,
fixtures, cabinetry, and paint. The contractor’s price includes labor and basic installation

materials like thinset, grout, fasteners, adhesives, backing, and other necessary rough supplies.
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Why it matters:
Homeowners often assume finishes are included in the price. If this isn’t clearly understood, final
project costs can be much higher than expected. In addition, delays or incorrect material orders can

affect the schedule and may result in added labor costs.

MISSING OR UNCLEAR ITEMS

The following items are commonly involved in this type of project and are worth confirming

before signing.

Item: Permit Handling
Why it matters: Permits and inspections can impact both project timeline and cost.

What to ask: “Are permits included, and who is responsible for handling inspections?”

Item: Allowances
Why it matters: Allowance amounts can significantly affect the final price if selections exceed
budgeted figures.

What to ask: “Which items are allowances, and how are overages handled?”

Item: Cleanup & Disposal
Why it matters: Cleanup expectations vary and can affect project completion and final
walkthrough.

What to ask: “What cleanup and disposal is included at the end of the project?”

Item: Project Timeline Expectations
Why it matters: Timelines are often optimistic without penalties for delays.

What to ask: “Is the timeline estimated or guaranteed, and what causes extensions?”

Item: Payment Triggers
Why it matters: Confusion around when payments are due leads to tension.

What to ask: “What milestones trigger payments, and how are they verified?”
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ITEMS WORTH CLARIFYING

O Timeline not clearly defined
What to clarify:
“What is the estimated start date and completion timeline for this project?”
Why it matters:
If the timeline is not clearly defined, the project may take longer than expected, which can
affect living arrangements, coordination with other trades, and overall costs.
O Allowances lack detail
What to clarify:
“What items are covered by allowances, what are the dollar amounts for each, and what
happens if selections exceed those amounts?”
Why it matters:
Allowances that lack detail can lead to unexpected out-of-pocket costs once final selections
are made.
O Change-order process not specified
What to clarify:
“How are change orders requested, approved, priced, and documented before work
proceeds?”
Why it matters:
If the change-order process isn’t clearly defined, costs can increase without clear approval,
leading to confusion and disputes later.
O Cleanup and disposal unclear
What to clarify:
“What cleanup is included during the project and at final completion, and does this include
all debris removal and dump fees?”
Why it matters:
Cleanup expectations vary. If not clearly defined, homeowners may be left with unexpected
mess, additional charges, or incomplete disposal at the end of the project.
O Warranty details missing
What to clarify:
“What workmanship warranty is included, what is the duration, and what issues are covered

or excluded?”
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Why it matters:
If warranty details are not clearly stated, homeowners may have limited protection if issues
arise after the project is completed.

O Panel Capacity
What to clarify:
“Can my existing electrical panel handle the new outlets, lighting, and appliances included in
this remodel, or will a panel upgrade be required?”
Why it matters:
If the panel cannot support the added electrical load, a panel upgrade may be required. This
work is often not included in standard remodel quotes and can add significant cost and time

if discovered later.

Clarifying these items early helps avoid misunderstandings during construction.

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR CONTRACTOR

Can you confirm what permits and inspections are included?

What is the estimated start date and completion timeline for this project?
What items are allowances, and how are overages handled?

How are change orders approved and priced?

What is included in the cleanup and the final walkthrough?

2L

What warranty applies to labor and materials?
7. Can my existing electrical panel handle the new outlets, lighting, and appliances

included in this remodel, or will a panel upgrade be required?

Asking these questions does not indicate distrust — it helps ensure alignment.

LIMITATIONS
This review is based solely on the information provided in the uploaded quote. If pages,
specifications, or details are missing or unclear, those limitations are noted above. This review does

not verify pricing accuracy, site conditions, or contractor performance.

DISCLAIMER

This report is provided for educational purposes only. It does not constitute a construction
estimate, bid, legal advice, or engineering assessment. All details should be confirmed with

licensed professionals before proceeding.

Reviewed by: FAIRBUILD
Date: 01/11/2026
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