Our Team at Haworth Church

Rev. Oliver Preston (Oli) became the Rector for the United Benefice of Haworth and Cross Roads in
2023. He trained as a youth and community worker before deciding to follow a ministry within the
Church of England. His interests include writing and performing poetry and music, as well as climate
and ecological issues.

Decisions about church work and life are
guided by the Parochial Parish Council
(PCC). This is the executive committee of
a Church of England parish and consists
of clergy and churchwardens of the
parish, together with representatives of
the laity. It has its origins in the vestry
committee, which looked after both
religious and secular matters in a parish.
It is a corporate charitable body.

Legally the council is responsible for the
financial affairs of the church parish and
the maintenance of its assets, such as
churches and church halls. It also assists
the clergy in the management of church
affairs in the parish and promoting the
mission of the church.

The powers and duties of PCCs are laid
down by the Parochial Church Councils
(Powers) Measure 1956. They include the
duty to co-operate with the minister
(rector, vicar or priestin charge) "in
promoting in the parish the whole
mission of the Church, pastoral,

J evangelistic, social and ecumenical.”

The PCCis responsible for the financial affairs of the church, and the care and maintenance of the
church fabric and its contents, including demanding chancel repair liability, if applicable, from local
property owners. These responsibilities are executed by churchwardens, paid staff or other volunteers.
The PCC also has a voice in the forms of service used by the church and may make representations to
the bishop and deanery synod on matters affecting the welfare and pastoral care of the parish.

Haworth Parish Church is part of the Diocese of Leeds: https://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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