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RISE Mentor Program Scavenger Hunt 
Brown University, Providence



Dear Friends,

All of  us affiliated with RISE hope you and your loved ones are healthy and well during this 
unprecedented time in our history. Now, more than ever, your support has enabled RISE to assist 
our student community in a highly personal and meaningful way as our amazing students and their 
families have adjusted to the impact of  Covid-19 on their lives.

I hope you will join me in reflecting on the positive outcomes achieved by the students sponsored 
and mentored by Rhode Islanders Sponsoring Education in the past 18 months, but also in the past 
21 years. RISE saw seven high school scholars graduate in 2019, and all those students are now 
attending college. Thirty-six more are currently enrolled in transformational schools, and they have 
adjusted remarkably well to their new learning requirements. Fifty more currently benefit from RISE 
mentoring relationships. Over 400 children of  incarcerated parents graduated from our partner 
schools over the past 21 years. These young people not only change their trajectory in life, but they 
often positively impact family and friends around them. We are very proud of  all the students we 
support, who see hope as real and take responsibility for changing their own lives.

We cannot assist these hopeful young people without you. Your contributions to our life changing 
mission have tremendous direct impact on young Rhode Island students who face significant 
challenges, and we are so grateful.

Please have a look at this RISE Report to Donors & Stakeholders, highlighting our successes and 
activities from the 2018-2019 year.

Thank you for your continued confidence in RISE, and in the opportunity for change we provide 
to young Rhode Islanders seeking to break the intergenerational cycle of  incarceration through 
education.

With appreciation,

Robin Boss
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board president’s message





RISE provides scholarships and mentoring to children of  incarcerated parents in order to break the 
intergenerational cycle of  poverty, crime, and addiction that too often threatens them.
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our mission

our history

RISE Back to School Party
Roger Williams Park, Providence

The idea for RISE sprang from the medical practice of  two physicians from Brown University, Tim 
Flanigan and Kevin Vigilante. These physicians cared for addicted and incarcerated women, and 
wondered what would happen to their children – the next generation. Research showed that the 
children of  incarcerated parents often ended up in similar circumstances so they developed a 
concept which became RISE, a program that would provide mentors and educational opportunity 
for children of  incarcerated parents. In 1997, RISE wrapped its arms around the first group of  25 
students and became one of  the first organizations in the US to focus on children of  incarcerated 
parents. As a small community based organization, RISE has been able to remain nimble and 
responsive to the needs of  families and children and this quality remains its cornerstone of  care.



the rise model

RISE seeks to stop the intergenerational cycle of  poverty, addiction and crime by investing in 
children of  incarcerated parents over time. Our work builds access to the intellectual, social, 
and emotional supports young people need to thrive, particularly those who find themselves in 
challenging circumstances beyond their control. Through this long term investment we work to 
ensure high school graduation and the strongest possible foundation for productive, independent, 
and happy adult lives.
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mentoring

high-quality education

nadia

Mentoring is a structured and trusting relationship that brings young people together with caring adults. Mentors offer 
guidance, support and encouragement aimed at developing the competence and confidence of  their mentee. Through 
participation in the mentoring program, RISE mentees benefit from added individualized attention from a positive adult 
as well as exposure to new people, ideas, and experiences.

Research has found that schools with personalized learning environments which are rich in learning supports, 
enrichment opportunities, and high expectations provide the best opportunity for success for our students.  For some, 
these high quality learning environments can be found in public or charter schools.  For others, the best fit is in a 
private or parochial school.  To that end, RISE provides scholarships to students who otherwise would be unable to 
attend due to financial constraints.

I can honestly say that without the support from RISE I wouldn’t be where I am today. I became a
RISE student in elementary school. My father went to prison multiple times growing up and the
only stability I had was my school. I graduated from college with a double major in psychology
and sociology in 2016. My father went back to prison my freshman year of  college, one of  my

brothers was sentenced with life that year and the other a double life sentence the following year. I
felt like my world had been crushed for the 50th time, except it wasn’t. My foundation of  support
has molded me into the person I am today. My first mentor came from RISE, my first tutor and my

first job. RISE has literally helped me RISE, over and over. Thank you RISE!
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raisa

“ RISE!!!! RISE to me means Raising Individuals to Strive for Excellence. 

RISE means replace all excuses all circumstances and all struggles through education. As a parent who has 
been through so much, I am grateful for the opportunity to be part of  this organization. My pocket and bank will 
reflect that my income is below poverty level but my heart and my motivation will show you just how rich I really 
am.  I currently have one graduate of  the RISE program and another child currently involved. Can you imagine 
that? Two underprivileged black boys who come from a very diverse background, whose parents have been in 
the system, who are poor, were given the opportunity to RISE above all of  the negativity that I brought them into 
and go to a private school of  their choice. RISE is the gift that keeps giving!! As a former teen mom at 15 years 
old, I often wondered how I would accomplish the hope and goal of  sending my son to private school. A promise 
I made myself  while a sophomore in high school and a promise that RISE helped me accomplish 15 years later.  
Amazing!!! RISE helped me more than I can ever thank them for with my first child. He is a senior in college and 
when he graduates, my level of  poverty will RISE to wealthy. 

My second child who currently is in the program, loves and appreciates this program more than I thought he 
would. RISE means: elevate yourself, educate yourself  and become that person you want to be. My son Iryan de-
cided he wanted to RISE like his brother and wants to match his academics with his athletics so we enrolled him 
in private school as well. In the beginning it was tough. He went from 5 classes to 11 classes — talk about RISE! 
He was frustrated, angry, upset and wanted to go back to public school. After regrouping, he will now tell you, he 
will never go back to a public school and accepts the challenge of  being the best version of  himself. It’s amazing 
to see the transformation in such a short period. Thank you RISE for this opportunity. I have seen a change in 
my son’s confidence, academics and overall study habits. When he graduates, I will be RICH!!!!

I certainly would recommend this program to everyone and invite anyone and everyone to donate to RISE. This 
organization is all about Raising Successful Students and I am grateful they are helping me with mine.
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program stats
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partner schools

Over $4.2M dollars has been paid by RISE in tuition
for our students. While not all RISE students are
on scholarship, this program remains an essential
aspect of  our work to increase access to high
quality learning experiences.
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2018-2019 schools in bold

Barrington Christian Academy
Bishop Hendricken High School 
Bishop Keough Regional High School 
Bishop McVinney Catholic Elementary School
Blackstone Academy
Blessed Sacrament School 
Community Preparatory School 
CVS-Highlander Charter School 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Academy 
Good Shepherd School
The Gordon School
Holy Ghost School
Holy Name School
International Charter School
La Salle Academy
Lincoln School
Monsignor Gadoury School

Moses Brown School
Our Lady of  Fatima Regional High School 
Our Lady of  Mercy
The Penfield School
Portsmouth Abbey School
Providence Country Day School 
Sacred Heart Academy
San Miguel School
School One
Sophia Academy 
St. Andrew’s School
St. Ann School
St. Augustine School
St. Bartholomew School
St. Cecilia School
St. Joseph Catholic School
St. Kevin Elementary School 

St. Leo the Great Elementary School 
St. Mary’s Bay View Academy
St. Mary School
St. Matthew School
St. Patrick Academy
St. Paul School
St. Phillip School
St. Pius School
St. Raphael Academy
St. Rose of  Lima School
St. Therese Catholic Elementary School
St. Thomas School
Sunrise Academy
Textron Chamber of  Commerce Academy
West Bay Christian Academy
The Wheeler School 
Woodlawn Catholic Elementary School

318
2018 2019
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2
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4

8

1
year

1
year

2
years

2
years

3
years

3
years

4
years

4
years
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“ Outside people do not fully understand the importance of  RISE to families like mine. RISE changes lives. They give hope where 
there is none. They give light during the darkest moments and they never judge. They make you feel accepted and they do 
everything they can to uplift everyone they come in contact with. So many of  my family members are addicts and have been 
incarcerated. I didn’t want that for my daughters. I wanted better. I didn’t want to repeat all the wrong choices people in my family 
made but I didn’t know where to turn. Then I found RISE. I applied to the program and all three of  my girls were accepted on one 
of  the lowest days of  my life. It made all the difference in changing the direction of  their lives. They all graduated high school and 
went on to college. They are all doing amazing things and it’s all because RISE took a chance on us. They not only supported 
us financially, but also emotionally during the many ups and downs we encountered over the last several years. My children had 
wonderful mentors that turned into some of  my best friends and the staff  became my family. Their work inspired me to go back 
to school and a few years ago I was able to buy my first home, finally puttng roots down. RISE helped make that happen. They 
changed all of  our lives and I will forever be grateful.
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of  the lowest days of  my life. It made all the difference in changing the direction of  their lives. They all graduated high school and 
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=100% as compared to 75% (2018 non-RISE 
graduation rate for Providence and 84% 

non-RISE graduation rate for RI

RISE
high school

graduation rate 

rise impact



financial summary

books
tuition

supplies
technology

sports equipment
uniforms

lunch
tranportation

tutoring
etc.

$4k
$4.2M

typical support for RISE student/yr

typical student support entails:

tuition paid to date
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we thank our donors
Paper and Wheel

RI PBS

Citizens Bank

CVS Caremark Charitable Trust

Haffenreffer Family Fund

Providence Journal Charitable  
Legacy Fund

Sinapi, Formisano & Company, LTD.

Fidelity Investments

Mabel Woolley Trust

Pawtucket Credit Union

Taylor Interior Design

Corvias Group**

Padula Family Foundation

June Rockwell Levy Foundation

Coia & Lepore, Ltd.

Washington Trust Company

National Grid

Political Publicum

Taylor Box Co

Morgan Stanley

Brodney & Sons

The Hope Foundation

United Way of  Massachusetts Bay and 
Merrimack Valley

REMINC**

Phyllis Kimball Johnstone and H. Earle 
Kimball Foundation

Henry E. Niles Foundation

Meehan Foundation

Network for Good

Andrade/Faxon Charities for Children

Frederick C. Tanner Memorial Fund

AMICA Companies Foundation

Larry Allen**

Cathy Andreozzi**

Maria Barlow

Mary Barrett

Charles Barrett

Traci Barros

Irene Barrow

John Baxter

Nancy Hampton Beeley

Oliver H.L. and Martha Boss Bennett

Gayleen Beyers

Jeremy Bloomer

John Bojarski

Linda Borg

Brad and Julia Boss

Robin Boss†**

David Bowder and Janet Colantuono**

William Braden

Patricia Breslin

Jeffrey and Jessica Brier

Anna Browder

Elizabeth Bullock and Steve Jordan

Daniel C. Bryant and Elizabeth Burke 
Bryant

Len and Judy Cabral

Letitia Carter

Robert S. and Marjorie B. Catanzaro

Jenny Cavanagh

Susan Cerrone

Malcolm Chace, Jr.**

Johnnie C. Chace†**

Stephanie Chamberlin

David and Christina Chase

Dan Corley and Elizabeth Beach

Glenn M. and Mary Jane Creamer**

Morton Cross

Keith Crudgington

Kevin & Eileen Curtin

Anastasia Custer

Denise Dangremond

Robert C. and Bonilyn H. Deblois

Nathanael DeMoranville

Louis DeNino

Bradford S. and Kim Dimeo

Francis and Betty Ann Donahue

Mark and Amy Doorley

Robert and Carla Dowben

Charlie and Nancy Dunn**

Robert P. and Cindy P. Elder

Susan Emery

Patrick Ercole

Malcolm Farmer**

Heidi Farmer
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Amy Feather

Feibelman Family

Agatha B. Fiorenzano

Mary Jane Fiorenzano

Staci Fischer

Timothy† and Luba Flanigan**

Barbara Flinker Ruttenberg

John and Joan Flynn

Harley and Donna Frank

Nadine Frazier

Alison & Ryan Gainor

Pattie Garrahy**

Ted Garrahy**

Kimberly Getker

Emily Gilcreast

Peter Goldberg and Cherry Arnold

Stanley and Merle Goldstein

Andrew Goodale

Nicole† and Kenny Green**

Marilyn Greenberg

Jodi Greenberg

Elizabeth Grossman

Kristen Haffenreffer

David Haffenreffer, Jr.

David and Susan Haffenreffer

Debra Vasques Bruneau†

Julie Hamil

Jane G. Hawes

Derek Hayes

Marie Hennedy

David and Jacqueline Hersey

Mary Higgins

David and Hope Hirsch

John and Susanne Hoder**

Judith Hoechner

James A. Hopkins

James Houton

Sue Hutson

Russell and Carey Jeffrey

Marie Jenkins

Tyrene Jones

Susan Jones

Lawrence Katz

David Katzen and Barbara Binder

William L. and Linna Kite, Jr.

Steven and Kathleen Kloeblen†**

Emily Kloeblen**

Ken Knox and Marianne Holmes

Tracy Kreitel

Sandra Krupp

Katharine Lacouture

Jonathan Loerke and Marie Langlois**

Sally Lapides and Arthur Solomon

Dona Leboeuf

Christopher and Sarah Lee

Mayer and Judy Levitt

Stephen and Sharon Linder

John Lloyd

Domingos Lopes

Robert Mackay

David B. and Rosalind M. MacLean

Thomas Mahoney

William A. and Marcia Maloney

James and Camille Manchester

Matthew T. and Paula Marcello, III

John Marinatto

Hilary Markoe

Amy Mastalerz

Rebecca Mayer

Jamie and Mimi McCleary

Jennifer McGee†

Robert and Patricia McGreen

Felicia Meila-Predoviciu**

Josh B. Miller

David H. and Kara Milner

Daniel Murphy

Brian and Amy Murphy

Jim Myers

Joe and Janice Nagle**

George and Carolann Najarian

Michael and Lisa Nula

Timothy and Tricia O’Neil†**

Paula Olsiewski

Robert and Christine Padula

Todd Pantezzi

Peter and Susan Paolella

Donna Paolino

Lorraine Parent

Frank A. and Donna A. Pensa

Ellie Pitts and Chris Lynch

Thomas and Robin Portman**

Barry and Rebecca Preston**

Cristiana Quinn

Peter B. and Laura Ramsden

Thangam Ravindranathan and Timothy 
Bewes

Jason Resmini†

Edward W. and Stefanie Ricci, II

Craig and Sarah Beinecke Richardson

Roberta Richman

Christopher Langlois and Tina Rizack

Anonymous

John and Diane Rocchio

Sharon Rounds

Rebecca and Ken Rubin

Thomas M. and Cathy Ryan**

Dave and Kara Salit

Joseph J. Scanlan

Patricia Scola**

Priscilla Sena

Henry and Peggy Boyd Sharpe, Jr.**
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Ellen Shatter

Trina Sherer

Deming Sherman

Eric and Lisa Shorr

Frederick and Joan Slafsky

Tom and Barbara Slaight

April Smith

Jean F. Smith, M.D.**

John Paul Smith

Paul and Joan Sorensen**

Tony Spirito

Katherine Stark

Zachary Stolz

Maureen Strong

Paul and Mary Suttell

Susan Symonds†

Thomas J. Tobin

Ben Torpey

Sandra Trento

Mark Trumpbour

Kevin C†. and Sonia K. Vigilante

Chris and Jackie Vigilante

David and Ashley Haffenreffer Wagstaff, IV

Mary Wall

Jake Weaver†

Thomas Wemyss

Sheldon Whitehouse

Debbie Wiley

Ed† and Rena Wing**

Jonathan Wing

Richard D. and Mary M. Worrell

Cecily Ziegler

**sponsor
† board member
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