
W H AT  A L U M N I  S AY

97% would recommend the program to a young person 
from a background like theirs

“The program helped me…”

succeed in school 95%

gain confidence in my abilities 91%

become a better person 89%

get a job 68%

71% say they probably would not have finished high school 
without it

“It was a way out.”
Alumnus with one parent incarcerated and the other addicted

Your gift pays tuition at a 
school that works.

$5,000 covers one child’s tuition for a year.

Source: Reid & Grant (2026), Johns Hopkins University, Center for Research and Reform in Education. Survey of 183 alumni (item n varies) and 
interviews with 16. Outcomes are self-reported and the study had no comparison group. ACE items from a modified eight-item questionnaire. U.S. and 
Rhode Island rates: CDC BRFSS.

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY EVALUATION of RISE and Star Kids 2026

92% graduated.

Graduated high school

Did not

Every 100 alumni of these programs, 
each with a parent who was 
incarcerated or addicted

RISE · Star Kids Providence · Newport · Fall River · New Bedford

Researchers at the Johns Hopkins University Center for Research and Reform 
in Education surveyed 183 alumni and interviewed 16 of them in depth.

“Growing up, I was surrounded by poverty and addiction and incarceration. 
I never really imagined a different path for myself until RISE showed me 
that there are other ways to build your life and your future.”

Alumnus, Johns Hopkins interview

high risk.
They faced

Kaitlin Della Grotta
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T H E  C H I L D R E N ,  T H E  A D U LT S J O H N S  H O P K I N S  F I N D I N G S

Severe adversity as children.

T H E  R I S K

What alumni lived through as children

Parents separated, or one left for a long time 65%

Lived with someone with a drug or alcohol problem 60%

Often yelled at, insulted or put down 58%

Parent or caregiver went to jail or prison 53%

Scared at home by adults fighting or hurting each other 48%

Lived with someone depressed, mentally ill or suicidal 46%

Hit, pushed or physically hurt by a caregiver 45%

Often lacked food, clean clothes or a safe place to live 38%

Number of these experiences per alum

0

9%

1

33%

2–3

53%

4 or more

Alumni 53%

U.S. adults 17%

Rhode Island 16%

T H E  O U T C O M E S

92%
finished high school

86%
went on to college 
or job training

67%
save regularly for 
the future

94%
never arrested

91%
never incarcerated

94%
never treated for 
addiction
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T H E  S C H O O L W H Y  I T  W O R K S

How alumni rated their scholarship school against the school they left

Much better Somewhat better No difference Worse Better

Teachers wanted every student to learn, not just the top 
ones 82%

Adults cared about me as a person 72%

Adults saw shaping students as people as part of their job 72%

Adults noticed quickly when I fell behind 71%

I felt physically and emotionally safe 69%

n = 155–161 alumni per item

R AT E D  B E T T E R  T H A N  T H E  S C H O O L  T H E Y  L E F T

79%
got feedback that 
helped them improve

78%
felt more like a 
community

78%
were expected to do 
challenging work

Alumnus, Johns Hopkins interview
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MORE RECENT RISE DATA

94%
of alumni with an incarcerated 
parent finished high school

RISE and Star Kids help them overcome it.
Alumni rated their scholarship schools better
than their old schools on all 13 measures.

5%

82%
teachers wanted every
student to learn

“With the smaller class size, I couldn’t easily fall through the cracks.”
RISE’s own records show high school graduation above 95% for recent graduates. An earlier study found RISE
students graduated at over 90%, against 59% for their siblings who did not attend. Over 90% of RISE students go
on to college. These figures cover RISE students only. The Hopkins figures above cover the survey sample of 183
alumni from RISE and Star Kids.

I got feedback that helped me improve my work 79%

The school felt like a community 78%

Teachers expected all students to do challenging work 78%

Help was there when I struggled 77%

The principal held teachers to a high standard 76%

Teachers stayed focused and did not waste time 76%

School leaders were present and knew the students 75%

Classrooms were orderly enough to learn 75%

Every child in RISE and Star Kids is low income, with a parent who was incarcerated or addicted.
Alumni averaged 4.1 of the eight adversities below. Johns Hopkins classifies four or more as “extreme risk.”

Four or more (“extreme risk”)
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