
History Overview 
 

Year group Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery Aspects of History fit into the EYFS area of Understanding the World. Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world 
and their community.  
In Nursery children: 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 
Show interest in different occupations  
These goals are achieved through:  

• Daily chats about what they have done at home and other memories 

• Looking at photos of themselves at different stages in their lives 

• Looking at photos of things from the past 

• Exploring the past through a range of fiction and non-fiction books 

• Being introduced to vocabulary connected to the past 

• Explore different occupations through visits and visitors 

• Explore different occupations through fiction and non-fiction books 

Reception In Reception children will:   

• Talk about members of their own family and community 

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them 

• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past  

• Compare and contrast characters from stories including those from the past 
 
ELG: Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling; 

Year 1 Who were Queen Elizabeth 1 and Queen Victoria? Why was Grace Darling famous? Were toys better in the past? 

Year 2 How have Explorers changed our Lives? Why did the Great Fire of London happen? Who are Rosa Parks and Greta Thunberg? 

Year3 What was Life like in the Stone Age and Iron Age? Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 
 
 

Who were the Shang Dynasty? 

Year 4 Who were the Romans and where did they come from? What were the successes and legacy of the 
Ancient Greeks? 

What was Life like in Tudor Times? 

Year 5 Who were the Anglo Saxons and why did they come to 
Britain? 

What impact did the Vikings have on The 
British Isles? 

What are the achievements of Early Islam and 
Britain?  

Year 6 Who were involved in conflict through time? Did the Victorian Empire benefit everyone? 

 


