Antimicrobial PVC Cladding

vs Stainless Steel  Tiles ¢ Paint
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BEST VALUE FOR HYGIENE SP

WHY ANTIMICROBIAL PVC

Antimicrobial PVC cladding outperforms all common alternatives on the cost-per-clean-year metric. It is the only
material that combines built-in silver-ion or copper-alloy microbial inhibition, a wipe-clean non-porous surface,
and a 20-30 year lifespan — all at an installed cost that beats stainless steel by up to 75%. It is USDA, FDA,
and cGMP compliant, making it the default specification for healthcare, food processing, and commercial kitchen
environments.
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$700-$1,100 Up to 75%  0-1x 99.9%

Mid-range 2025-26 market Lower upfront installed cost Vs paint's 4-6 recoats Cu/Ag-ion hybrid coatings

INITIAL INSTALLED COST — 100 SQ FT

. . Antimicrobial
Material Material Cost Labour Cost Total Installed )
Premium

~23%
Antimicrobial PVC $400-$600 $300-$500 $700-$1,100 o over

std PVC

Stainless Steel (304) $700-%$1,100 $1,500-$3,500 $2,200-%$4,600 Inherent
N t

Ceramic Tiles $200-$800 $300-$700 $500-$1,500 one (grou
vulnerable)

i Optional

p habl _$1 _$1 130-$2

aint (washable) $50-$100 $80-$180 $130-$280 1o oo

LIFESPAN, REPLACEMENT CYCLES & 20-YEAR COST — 100 SQ FT

. . Replacements 20-Year .
Material Lifespan Avg Interval Maintenance
(20 yr) Total Cost

Antimicrobial PVC 20-30 yrs 0-1x Once only $700-$1,100 Wipe-clean only
Stainless Steel 50-100+ yrs 0x Once only $2,200-$4,600 Periodic polish
Ceramic Tiles 20-50 yrs 0-1x Once + grout $700-$2,000 Grout reseal ~5 yrs

Paint 3-10yrs 4-6x% Every 3-5 yrs $780-$1,680 Annual touch-ups

20-YEAR TOTAL COST OF OWNERSHIP — 100 SQ FT



Antimicrobial PVC - $700-$1,100
Ceramic Tiles _ $700-$2,000
Paint (x4—6) _ $780-$1,680

FEATURE & SUITABILITY MATRIX

Antimicrobial action Built-in (Ag/Cu) Inherent Grout vulnerable Additive only
Waterproof surface Yes Yes Tile yes / grout varies No
Impact resistance Moderate High High (brittle edge) Low
Weight Light Heavy Heavy None
DIY installation Yes No Moderate Easiest
Regulatory compliance FDA/USDA/cGMP HACCP suitable Standard Varies
Best application Healthcare, kitchens Labs, commercial Bathrooms, kitchens Low-traffic areas
BOTTOM LINE

Antimicrobial PVC delivers the best hygiene-to-cost ratio of any wall finish. It undercuts stainless steel by up to 75%
upfront, requires zero repaints over 20 years unlike paint, and avoids grout hygiene risks that affect tiles — making it the

Sources: Trusscore (2025), Antimicrobial Wall Cladding Market Report (2026), Angi.com (2026), HomeAdvisor (2025), KEENHAI
Stainless Steel Cost Guide (2025), Wanray Metals (2025), HomeGuide / D&G; Floors (2026). All costs USD, 100 sq ft interior wall,
mid-range estimates.



