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Ettffz ffriorifi9z Promising Practices

Priority 1 - Literacy - Culminating HMH PD May 20, 2026

Educators from across Brooklyn North High Schools gathered for the final HMH
professional learning session of the school year focused on how feedback can help
students take ownership of their progress toward mastery of focus standards.
Participants learned from classroom videos and student work samples shared by teacher
volunteers, highlighting authentic examples of feedback in practice. Through reflection
and discussion, educators explored ways to make feedback more actionable, strengthen
student agency, and support continuous growth in learning.

Brooklyn North High Schools STARI Professional Learning — May 21, 2026

Click here to enjoy our BKNHS ELA Newsletter.

Priority 2 - Culture & Climate + Attendance
Celebrating Our Young Women: The Annual MSK Crowning Ceremony- May 28, 2026

On Thursday, May 28, 2026, Brooklyn North came together at Performing Arts &
Technology High School for one of the most anticipated events of the year — the Annual
MSK Crowning Ceremony. This powerful celebration honored the incredible young women


https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XBFJxtL9Gc5yX4UIwi1W8YqmSElm6hto73OvihPJsb8/edit

across our districts for their hard work, growth, and achievements throughout the school
year.

The energy in the room was electric! The afternoon featured live performances, student
workshops, keynote remarks, MSK Chapter Recognition, and a dance party that had
everyone on their feet. We were thrilled to welcome a full house — a true reflection of the
outstanding support our schools continue to show for their young women.

A heartfelt thank you to every student, staff member, school, and community partner who
helped make this celebration so memorable. We are so proud of everything our young
women have accomplished, and we cannot wait to see what they do next!

mem Take a trip down memory lane — from our very first events of the year all the way to

tre Crowning Ceremony, every moment is captured and waiting for you. Click the link below
to relive the school year together!

[View Our 2025-2026 Photo Gallery — CLICK HERE]

BKNHS 2nd Annual MBK THRIVE Awards @LIU Kumble Theater - June 11, 2026
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Brooklyn North HS held its 2nd Annual MBK THRIVE Awards at the Kumble Theater at LIU
on Thursday, June 11. Students, advisors, and leaders across the district were welcomed
and celebrated to end the 2025-2026 calendar year.

THRIVE - Togetherness, Health & Wellness, Respect, Inspire, Vision, and Excellence - are
the tenets that guide and inform the MBK platform. This year we recognized three
categories of distinction:

» MBK THRIVE Award - awarded to students who best demonstrate the THRIVE
promise.

¢ MBKFounders Award - the “day 1” advisors who were instrumental in launching
and building the MBK platform from its inception.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1U8PLpe64A1Uf2D7YaHIqtCy0at4lQ3Mk?usp=drive_link

¢+ MBKLegacy Award - inaugural award honoring leaders who in practice bring to life
the (6) National MBK Milestones.

NYS 2026-27 MBK Fellow Ariel Segura from Brooklyn Tech opened our event with an
inspirational speech, followed by an introduction to District Fellows, Syrus Edgar
(Banneker), Taevon Weekes (BCAM), and Oumar Sy (Brooklyn Collegiate) who shared why
MBK as Influencers will be a key theme for next school year. A highlight of the event was
the keynote address of Denva Nesbeth Jr, Bedford Alum, Dartmouth Alum, NYS MBK
Fellow 2019-20, who presented the MBK Legacy Award to his former Bedford Principal, Dr.
Adofo Muhammad. What a celebration!

See the link to the video highlights as well as extra photos below:

MBK THRIVE Awards (video) & (pictures); additional pics will be on the bknhs.mbk IG page.
See list of award winners below:



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ix2i7Eyr0FZ1QaTgoYhB5OQBbnxlAHK0/view?usp=sharing
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffotoshare.co%2Fe%2FUJbYrlHXPMhFjEpDpcbrJ&data=05%7C02%7Ctpaulin3%40schools.nyc.gov%7Cd67181d1ebc040d7a9a808decb50001c%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C639171741629452064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wcoPtEBUxD6U7zb8McAagKeN5djekqrov0Vm%2F7gkLwM%3D&reserved=0
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PSAL Updates

BCAM (Brooklyn Community Arts and Media HS) Lady Lions Flag Football team,
currently ranked #2 in New York City and #11 in New York State. Congratulations on a
successful season!



Brooklyn Technical High School Girls Junior Varsity Soccer Team — winning the PSAL
Championship!

Congratulations to the John Jay baseball team on an outstanding season and their
impressive run to the PSAL Championship Game.

Their hard work, resilience, and dedication were evident every step of the way, and they
represented the Brooklyn North Way!

Celebrating All Student-Athletes
Brooklyn North proudly recognizes all student—athletes, coaches, athletic directors, and
school communities for their commitment, leadership, and sportsmanship throughout the
PSAL spring season. Their achievements continue to reflect the strength and pride of
Brooklyn North on and off the field.

Priority 3 - Math & Special Student Populations
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Highlights from our IM collaborative planning PLs this month:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T82verS_eOvDBxUaFP2v-NhN4l2m5-Ub29L-DwZhuXI/edit?tab=t.0&heading=h.ny2fxsuzxiy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X5j3hdfLrCiffnFGyUHMKdHGFAICAxAAnZErS1WQoKs/edit?tab=t.0&heading=h.y89vu7v6b16f

Special Education:

We are happy to announce that we are opening up two new specialized programs in
BKNHS opening Fall 2026!

Horizon Program at
Bushwick Leaders’ High Education ¢
School

Priority 3 - Science

June Science Newsletter



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OnT74Xwq626hc1xPLkxTfZ5f0o9lDZl2bcszNf2nFCw/edit?usp=sharing
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Priority 4 - College & Career Readiness






BKNHS Celebrates 1st Annual NYS Seal of Biliteracy District Celebration

Brooklyn North proudly hosted its first annual New York State Seal of Biliteracy
celebration, honoring the achievements of multilingual scholars across the district.
The event brought together students from 19 schools—representing 30 participating
schools districtwide—along with families, principals, and staff to celebrate students
who have demonstrated high levels of proficiency in English and at least one additional
language. Aligning with the district’s mission under Dr. Rushell White to center
children, lead with love, and innovate for tomorrow, the ceremony highlighted
multilingualism as a powerful asset that strengthens identity, expands opportunity,
and prepares students for a global future. With languages including Spanish, French,
Haitian Creole, Mandarin, Russian, Arabic, and Bangla represented, the celebration
showcased the rich linguistic diversity of Brooklyn North and recognized the collective
efforts of educators, families, and partners who support students in reaching this
milestone. The event was further elevated by an electrifying performance from
Creators Academy Modern Band, whose multilingual and multicultural songs brought

the house down and captured the spirit of the celebration.

Advanced Placement Examination Season Kicks Off This May, over 10,000 students are
sitting for more than 18,000 Advanced Placement exams over a two-week period —
spanning 38 subjects from AP Calculus to AP Art History. This extraordinary volume of
exam activity reflects the intentional work of our schools to expand access to advanced
coursework, and it represents thousands of individual students stepping up to
college-level challenges. Brooklyn North is showing up and showing out!

While AP students are testing, AP teachers are training! With the support of Dr. Ainsley
Rudolfo, a cohort of Brooklyn North teachers is completing their third consecutive
Saturday of professional development — building cross-curricular skills in AP Seminar.
Participants are deepening their ability to analyze complex texts and real-world situations,
construct evidence-based arguments, and collaborate across content areas to strengthen
their AP Seminar practice. Brooklyn North is investing in the classroom — not just for this
exam season, but for the next one.

Priority 5 - Family Engagement

Parent Coordinator Week Recognized Across NYC Public School



During Parent Coordinator Week, June 1-5, New York City Public Schools recognized the
dedicated Parent Coordinators who work each day to strengthen the connection between
families, schools, and communities. A proclamation was issued in recognition of their
service and the important role they play in supporting student success.



Parent Coordinators are often the first point of contact for families, helping parents
navigate school systems, access resources, stay informed, and become active partners in
their children’s education. Their work helps foster strong relationships between home and
school while ensuring families feel welcomed, valued, and supported.

Brooklyn North High Schools proudly joins in celebrating our Parent Coordinators and
thanking them for their commitment, professionalism, and unwavering support of
students and families. Their efforts contribute to stronger school communities and help
create opportunities for all students to thrive.

We extend our sincere appreciation to every Parent Coordinator for the positive difference
they make in the lives of students, families, and school communities throughout the year.

Family Engagement in Action

Parent Coordinator Melissa De Los Santos and the PTA President from Bushwick Leaders
High School for Academic Excellence accompanied the Brooklyn North High Schools
district team to the NYC Reads Together Family Partnership Session. Together, they
engaged in professional learning focused on strengthening family engagement and
literacy partnerships, helping to ensure that parent and family voices are represented in
districtwide planning and implementation efforts.

Community Engagement

FLC Sandra Kidd and FSC Corrine Mattis keep our 7 community school districts apprised
through monthly presentations at CECs and DLTs; as well as the citywide high schools
community through the NYCPS HS Subcommittee and the Brooklyn High Schools



Presidents Council. Here is the May presentation that introduces to our community school
districts NY Inspired and elements of Portrait of a Graduate.

District PC Digest

Click on this link to learn about some of the wonderful events that happened in our school
communities as shared by our parent coordinators: BKNHS PC Digest 2026-05. For past
issues, peruse this archive. ENJOY!

OppOI‘tUﬂ]tlES for students

Planet Fitness Free Summer Gym Membership for Teens

Deadline: Ongoing

Event: June 1 - August 31 (Pre-register online or in-club starting May 18)

Contact: https://www.planetfithess.com/summerpass

Teens ages 14-19 can work out free June 1st though August 31st. Pre-register online or
in-club starting May 18th. For more information on High School Summer Pass, including
how to sign up for the free membership at any of the more than 2,500 Planet Fitness
locations in the U.S. and Canada, visit PlanetFitness.com/SummerPass

Queering New York FREE Video Series Focused on Sites Connected to LGBTQ History
Deadline: Ongoing

Contact: info@nyclgbtsites.org

Check out Queering New York—a free video series with short, fun clips (all under 7
minutes) you can watch on your phone. Each video takes you to a real NYC site tied to
people, events, and movements—from James Baldwin’s home to the Oscar Wilde
Bookshop to the Gay Activists Alliance Firehouse. They connect right back to what you’re
learning in humanities and social studies. Explore free classroom tools for teachers

Transportation Alternatives Youth Activist Committee (TAYAC)

Deadline: Rolling

Event: Last Friday of the month, 4:30 - 6:00pm (subject to change)

Contact: Lauren Newman, Youth & Schools Organizer | lauren.newman®transalt.org

Join a community of teens to advocate for car alternatives in New York City with a focus
on issues that matter to youth! Join us for monthly meetings, social events, or helping out
with a campaign. No experience is necessary to join, all you need is a passion for
improving public transit, biking, or walking in the city you love. Open to all NYC youth
(students and recent graduates)! Learn more on the Transportation Alternatives Youth
Activist Committee website

Teen Workshop | P.O.V. Who Tells the Story?

Deadline/Event: Ongoing

Contact: gradgift@tdf.org

Seniors graduating in spring 2026 from all New York City public and charter high schools
are eligible to sign up for a free TDF Graduation Gift Membership. TDF Graduation Gift
Members get exclusive Broadway deals for just $22 per ticket! You also have access to


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IJznibXSjQHhSmUdInpqva3cIwtEkvkShHy47DrQ8w4/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10HidpFMC-3236yoEOjtQwNKQbWjxClaxyAhwt9TRITo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1566E9llWfaUVU8eRN1FFJ1iYRcwxNwxTY7xhVAc8_3I/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.planetfitness.com/summerpass
https://www.planetfitness.com/summerpass
mailto:info@nyclgbtsites.org
https://www.nyclgbtsites.org/educator-tools/
mailto:lauren.newman@transalt.org
https://transalt.org/youth
https://transalt.org/youth
mailto:gradgift@tdf.org

general TDF Member offers that range from $11 for Off-Off Broadway shows to $62.50 for
Broadway musicals. For more information and FAQs, visit Free TDF Memberships for NYC
High School Seniors page.

For more opportunities:
NYCPS Student Opportunities

Upcoming events

June 26: Draft CEP, Period 3 Progress
Reporting,LAP,LTI, and Title Ill due in iPlan
July 6: In-person led by NYCPS central teams and

principals.

July 7—- 8: Superintendent-led professional learning
days. Additional details will be provided by your
superintendent.

July 9: Virtual session led by Council of School
Supervisors and Administrators (CSA)- Executive
Leadership Institute (ELI).

July 10: Principal self-directed options are available
for this day led virtually by the central office.


https://www.tdf.org/school-and-community-programs/tdf-education-programs/tdf-s-graduation-gift/
https://www.tdf.org/school-and-community-programs/tdf-education-programs/tdf-s-graduation-gift/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/students/student-opportunities

