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Superintendent’s message 

We are excited to welcome everyone back for another school year filled with opportunity, 
growth, and achievement. We hope you had a restful and enjoyable summer and are 
returning refreshed and ready for the year ahead. As we begin this new chapter together, 
we look forward to building on our successes, strengthening our community, and 
supporting one another in creating meaningful experiences for all students. Here's to a 
productive, inspiring, and successful year! 

Student affirmations 

Congratulations to our August Graduates! ​
On Thursday 9/3, we celebrated more than 200 graduates who persevered through 
summer coursework and regents exams to complete their graduation requirements. 
Deputy Borough President Rev. Kim Council and Brooklyn High School Presidents 
Council Representative Tamara Stern offered inspiring remarks, along with 



Superintendent representatives from Brooklyn high schools. Thank you to Principals 
Harrison and Anderson and the BGHS team for their love and support for this festive 
occasion! ​
​

​
​
Academy for Urban Planning & Engineering’s rising senior Blanca Rivera was recently 



featured in the New York Post for her work as one of the Mayor’s chefs during her Career 
Ready / Modern Youth Apprenticeship summer internship at Gracie Mansion, where she 
serves as a professional Student Chef.  Blanca is at the far right in this photo. ​
​

 

 

Good News & celebration 

KUDOS to our schools honored in the newly published U.S. News and World Report Best 
High Schools of 2026!  ​

 ​

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/new-york/districts/new-york-city-public-schools-100001
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/new-york/districts/new-york-city-public-schools-100001


Congratulations to PATHS and FDNY HS on receiving $1 million in RESO-A funds from 
Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso for a cafeteria upgrade! This is in addition to 
$2.5 million previously awarded for a renovation of their auditorium.  

On September 2, 2026, we welcomed new teachers to Brooklyn North! Thank you 
Principal Vecchiano and the Brooklyn High School of the Arts team for hosting us. Thank 
you Andrada Frunza - Teacher Development Specialist and Math Instructional Lead for 
organizing an informative and engaging afternoon.   

 

Click here to view more photos and videos. ​
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/kdTsbRSLkhnuLv7F7


NYCPS Priorities Promising Practices 

Priority 1 - Literacy/NYC Reads 

Literacy Updates and Resources 

●​ NYC Reads Family Engagement Toolbox 
●​ NYC Reads “All Eyes on Text” Instructional Focus 
●​ BKNHS July PL on Literature Circles 
●​ Updated Brooklyn North Reads Book List- now 200 Books! 
●​ Upcoming PL and Partnerships:  

○​ The Writing Revolution  
○​ AP College Board 

●​ Find more information here in the BKNHS ELA Family Newsletter 

​
Supporting MLLs in Brooklyn North High Schools ​
- Engaging ML/ELLs in Grade Level Content  

This summer, educators from across Brooklyn North High Schools came together for a day 
of professional learning focused on supporting Multilingual Learners and English 
Language Learners in achieving academic success. Participants explored practical ways 
to help students engage with challenging grade-level texts and assignments while 
building their language skills and confidence. The session highlighted strategies that build 
on students’ strengths, including their home languages, prior knowledge, and 
opportunities to learn collaboratively with their peers. Educators left with new resources 
and tools to help ensure that every student has access to rigorous learning opportunities 
and the support needed to thrive. A special thank you to Principal Henry and the staff of 
Transit Tech High School for graciously hosting this day of professional learning and 
supporting collaboration across our district 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15AmCFw28OK-wfgxyLfJZ21CVg_Yb9CJp/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Tmif_NblWVTRDYJVkethyz44IM2noqPNWTCoKLhirso/edit?slide=id.g3efe9267b1b_0_0#slide=id.g3efe9267b1b_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1J6qQKfuvwpBpFGEloF_ZpZ9HxBurO78N37WoIrcKDs8/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hB3CZtNAc_gMIor2iwDAjxyq2lQF_wmQ-v5Ms3aHGxE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XBFJxtL9Gc5yX4UIwi1W8YqmSElm6hto73OvihPJsb8/edit
https://nycdoe-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kdonnelly5_schools_nyc_gov/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BDDE8375D-DF4F-4BA3-9381-3553D175579E%7D&file=Engaging%20ML_ELLs%20in%20Grade%20Level%20Content%20(1).pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true


 

​
Priority 2 - NYC Solves & Special Student Populations 

NYC Solves 

 

August Session: Feedback Share-Out 

  

 
 
August Session: District PL A Quick Recap 

 IM Summer PL August 2026

This professional learning session prepared Brooklyn North High School math educators 
for a strong start to SY26–27 by building their understanding of district priorities, NYC 
Solves updates, and instructional resources designed to strengthen mathematics 
teaching and learning. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11MVWJoJo8Y4XwWdIOapk66UOSvHgTvcQA3HSpueDLtQ/edit?usp=sharing


●​ Exploring free math resources for students and families to support continued 
learning at home. 

●​ Reviewing NYC Solves updates and instructional priorities for the new school year, 
including instructional time and the new focus on fluency. 

●​ Collaboratively planning high-quality IM math lessons for Algebra 1, Geometry, and 
Algebra 2. 

●​ Strengthening lessons with strategies that support student discussion, 
collaboration, students with disabilities, multilingual learners, and Regents 
readiness. 

●​ Providing peer feedback and revising lessons to strengthen instruction before the 
start of the school year. 

Access Math District Newsletter - September Edition:
 Math/IM Family Newsletter 9/2026

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_zmLVtKz7ZgDSq7pU6ARSv4zXj_AeHrSy3ddzsh4Iac/edit?usp=sharing


​
Special Education:  

We extend our sincere appreciation to all participants in this summer’s IEP Meeting Basics 
and Building Strong Special Education Programs for Administrators professional learning 
sessions. Your commitment to continuous learning and high-quality support for students 
with disabilities helps strengthen special education programs across Brooklyn North High 
Schools.  

Thank you for your active engagement, thoughtful collaboration, and partnership. We look 
forward to building upon this important work throughout the 2026-2027 school year as 
we continue to strengthen inclusive practices, enhance the quality of IEP implementation, 
and improve outcomes for students with disabilities.​

​
 

Priorities 3 & 5 - Culture & Climate + Attendance​
 

School Year 2026-2027 is upon us and as we welcome the return of staff and students, we 
strive to make every day count starting this month with September. The blueprint for 
success is a school that is safe and inclusive, with classrooms where it is expected for 
students to be curious as they connect ideas to their own experience. 



Be intentional every day to effectively engage students from Day 1:

 

#Salute School for Classics!  Lastly, let’s now wait until later in the year to establish habits 
that impact student outcomes.  Start now with daily habits that can easily be 
incorporated within your day to day practice: 

We look forward to a great school year! 

Mark Your Calendars: Required Designated Liaison Training is Coming! 

Brooklyn North is partnering with the Office of School Youth Development (OSYD) and 
Community School District 16 to bring a dedicated Designated Liaison Training to our 
schools this fall. The full day in-person session is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 
September 24 at Boys & Girls High School. 



This is a required training for designated liaisons, fulfilling compliance obligations under 
several NYCPS Chancellor's Regulations — including A-750 (Students in Temporary 
Housing), A-780 (Foster Care), and A-750.1 (Child Abuse Reporting). Schools must ensure 
their liaisons complete both parts of this two-part series. 

●​ Part 1 is a self-paced, asynchronous course available on WeLearnNYC covering child 
abuse and human trafficking, foster care, and students in temporary housing (STH). 
Liaisons are strongly encouraged to complete this course before the in-person 
date. 

●​ Part 2 is the in-person day, where participants will engage in Q&A, collaborative 
problem solving, and trauma-informed practices with colleagues across the district. 

Liaisons will be automatically registered for the in-person session and will receive a 
calendar invite from the OSYD team. Attendance will be uploaded to the OSYD portal after 
each session. 

Principals, please ensure your designated liaisons are aware of this requirement and 
prepared to participate in both parts of the series. More details to come — reach out with 
any questions!​
 

Family Engagement Updates​
As we welcome back families, Parent Coordinators will be working with their Parent 
Association Executive Board to calendar monthly meetings so parents & guardians can 
have the year’s dates at a glance. We are deeply grateful for all the parent leaders across 
our 49 schools and look forward to welcoming you in person this fall. Parents and 
Guardians should ensure that the school has the most current contact information, 
including emergency contacts (best practice is to have several!). Parent Coordinators are 
ready to welcome newly enrolled families and will have access to computers for parents to 
access NYCSA if they need assistance.  

If your Parent Association was not able to complete elections in June, expedited elections 
must be completed and certified no later than 10/15. 10/1 is recommended. Any parent 
who is not running for office can chair the election for. PTA Link has valuable guidance and 
resources. Remind your election committee to include the Title 1 PAC Chair in the process. 
This is especially important as Chancellor Regulation A-655 has been updated to 
include the Title 1 PAC Chair as a mandatory member of the School Leadership Team. 
Parents Coordinators or PC-designees can reach out to our district team for support. ​
 

Priority 4: College & Career Readiness 

https://ptalink.org/topic-areas/running-a-pa-pta/elections
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-655-english.pdf


Advanced Coursework ​
As per NYSED guidelines, advanced coursework encompasses honors, gifted, and accelerated programs 

across middle and high school levels. This also includes Advanced Placement (AP), International 

Baccalaureate (IB), and dual-enrollment opportunities. Any classes that allow students to obtain college 

credits or earn a recognized industry credential fall under this classification. 

Science Education​
September District Science Newsletter (Live Link) 

 

​

Opportunities for students​

Vote of Teens​

https://vote-of-teens.org/ ​
Founded by two Bronx Science students with a passion for politics and American history. 
Inspired by the success of their school’s voter registration drive, they set out to expand 
their initiative citywide, empowering students across New York City schools to participate 
in voting - the keystone of American democracy. VOTE is a student-led, non-partisan 
movement dedicated to amplifying young voices and ensuring they play a crucial role in 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/student-journey/advanced-courses
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_e7hYxPQkUvddb8Hg8GCLbucyY35K19CwSK0O6AkVqo/edit?usp=sharing
https://vote-of-teens.org/


shaping the future of their communities and the nation. Visit their website to learn more 
about starting a chapter at your school - https://vote-of-teens.org/get-involved. ​
​

Brooklyn Museum Apprenticeship Program​
Apply by 9/28/2026 via this link: Museum Apprentice Program · Brooklyn Museum  ​
Guest star as a museum educator! In this paid internship ($17/hour), New York City teens 
immerse themselves in art, art history, and museum education. Guided by Museum 
educators and curators, you’ll create lesson plans and gain experience teaching to 
audiences of all ages.​
​

NASA Space Apps Challenge​

Website & Application: NASA Space Apps Challenge ​
The annual NASA Space Apps Challenge provides the opportunity to engage directly with 
NASA’s data, along with Space Agency Partner data. During the two-day hackathon, 
teams use this data to address challenges written by NASA Subject Matter Experts, 
featuring topics including storytelling, software development, astrophysics, space 
exploration, agriculture, and more. Schools that are interested in collaborating should 
contact Science Lead Yousra Abdelhadi - YAbdelhadi@schools.nyc.gov . ​
​

Oyate Group - Beyond Rising (for undocumented youth in NYC) ​
Deadline 9/20/26 | Apply via this link ​
A paid internship program for undocumented youth in New York City, Beyond Rising aims 
to combat cycles of underemployment and poverty in immigrant communities. Launched 
in 2022, Beyond Rising places participating high schoolers in administrative offices at local 
colleges and universities and offers them additional enrichment activities at Oyate Group’s 
offices including art projects, mentoring, skills training, resume prep, college visits and 
field trips and more. Participants receive a stipend from Oyate Group for the entirety of 
the program. The program runs throughout the year, with summer and school-year 
cohorts. 

The O'Connor Institute Ambassadors Civics & Debate Club ​
Website: O'Connor Institute Ambassadors Civics & Debate Club  ​
A free, online program for 9th through 12th-grade students presented by the Sandra Day 
O'Connor Institute. The O'Connor Institute Ambassadors promotes the Institute's three 

https://vote-of-teens.org/get-involved
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/careers/internships-fellowships/museum-apprentice-program
https://www.spaceappschallenge.org/
mailto:YAbdelhadi@schools.nyc.gov
https://oyategroup.org/beyond-rising/application-fall-2026/
https://oconnorinstitute.org/ambassadors/


pillars: civil discourse, civics education, and civic engagement. Each month, September 
through May, students meet online via Zoom to discuss civics-related topics as they apply 
to "real-world" issues. They have an opportunity to share their viewpoints and learn from 
peers across the country. Outside of the meetings, O'Connor Institute Ambassadors have 
access to a private, free app where they can continue the conversations, find additional 
resources, and more. Through the O'Connor Institute Ambassadors, high school students 
have the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of our government, history, and our 
roles as citizens of the United States. Seniors in the program have the opportunity to 
compete for a $5000 scholarship.  

For more opportunities: ​
NYCPS Student Opportunities ​
https://www.seedsoffortune.org/programs ​
 

Upcoming events 

●​ 09-02  BKNHS Welcomes New Teachers  

●​ 09-03  Summer Graduation at Boys & Girls Campus 

●​ 09-08  BKNHS Schools Welcome School Staff 

●​ 09-10   BKNHS Schools Welcome Students !!!  

●​ 09-21   Yom Kippur / Schools Closed 

●​ 09-22   BKNHS Principals Conference​
 

until next month! Stay in Touch​

Visit our website - https://www.brooklynnorthhighschools.org/​
Follow us on Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/brooklynnorthhs/ ​
Email us - BKNHSinfo@gmail.com  

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/students/student-opportunities
https://www.seedsoffortune.org/programs
https://www.brooklynnorthhighschools.org/
https://www.instagram.com/brooklynnorthhs/
mailto:BKNHSinfo@gmail.com
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