The Non-EU Doctor’s Blueprint

MEDICAL CAREER IN
GERMANY

Your Step-by-Step Guide to Approbation & Residency

A comprehensive roadmap for international medical graduates (IMGs) aiming to practice
medicine and specialize in Germany.




Introduction

Germany has one of the world’'s most advanced healthcare systems and currently faces a
significant shortage of physicians. For non-EU medical graduates, this presents a golden
opportunity to build a highly rewarding medical career, secure excellent compensation,
and complete a world-class specialization (Facharztausbildung).

However, the pathway to obtaining your German Medical License (Approbation) is highly
bureaucratic and requires passing strict language and medical equivalency exams. This
blueprint demystifies the entire journey, transforming a complex bureaucratic maze into
a clear, actionable roadmap.

Step 1: The Foundation - German Language Proficiency

In Germany, exceptional medical skills are useless without exceptional communication
skills. Your very first step, before any medical exams or paperwork, is mastering the Ger-
man language.

* General German (B2 Level): You must first achieve a minimum of B2 level in general
German. Certificates must be from recognized institutions (Goethe-Institut, Telc, or
OsD).

* Medical German (C1 Level): Working as a doctor requires a higher level of special-
ized language. You will need C1-level proficiency in Medical German (Fachsprache
Medizin).

Expert Pro Tip

Do not rush the language phase! Start learning German in your home country im-

mediately. While you can learn B2 at home, taking an intensive C1 Medical German
course inside Germany is highly recommended to acclimatize to the local medical
culture.

Step 2: The Medical Language Exam (Fachsprachenpriifung - FSP)

Once you have your B2 certificate and have studied Medical German, you must pass the
Fachsprachenprtifung (FSP) conducted by the regional Medical Chamber (Arztekammer).

The FSP is a 60-minute practical exam simulating everyday hospital work. It consists of
three parts:

1. Doctor-Patient Communication (20 mins): Taking a comprehensive medical his-
tory (@anamnesis) from a simulated patient.

2. Medical Documentation (20 mins): Writing a formal doctor’s letter (Arztbrief) based
on the patient interview.

3. Doctor-Doctor Handover (20 mins): Presenting the patient case to a Chief Physician
(examiner) and answering medical questions.



Step 3: Temporary License (Berufserlaubnis)

After passing the FSP, you are eligible to apply for a Berufserlaubnis. This is a temporary
medical license valid for up to two years.

With a Berufserlaubnis, you can work as a Resident Doctor (Assistenzarzt) and earn a full
salary! However, you must work under the supervision of a fully licensed physician. This
2-year window allows you to gain practical experience, earn money, and prepare for the
final hurdle: the Medical Equivalency Exam.

Step 4: The Final Hurdle - Approbation & Kenntnispriifung (KP)

To practice independently and complete your specialization, you need the permanent
medical license, known as the Approbation. Because your medical degree is from outside
the EU, the German authorities must check if your education is equivalent to a German
degree.

* Option A: Document Review (Gutachten): You submit your curriculum, and an ex-
pert reviews it. If it is deemed 100% equivalent, you get the Approbation without
a medical exam. (Warning: This process takes months and is rarely successful for
non-EU degrees).

* Option B: The Equivalency Exam (Kenntnispriifung - KP): Most non-EU doctors opt
directly for the KP. It is a rigorous oral-practical exam focusing heavily on Internal
Medicine, Surgery, and a third random subject (e.g., Emergency Medicine, Pharma-
cology).

Crucial Warning

You must pass the Kenntnispriifung before your 2-year Berufserlaubnis expires! If you

fail the KP three times, you will be permanently barred from practicing medicine in
Germany.

Step 5: Residency & Specialization (Facharztausbildung)

Congratulations! Once you pass the KP, you receive your Approbation. You are now a fully
licensed doctor in Germany, completely equal to a German-trained graduate.

You can now officially begin your residency (Facharztausbildung) in your chosen specialty
(e.g., Cardiology, Surgery, Pediatrics). This takes 5 to 6 years of paid work in a hospital or
clinic. At the end, you pass a board exam to become a Specialist (Facharzt).



Your Pre-Departure Document Checklist

Gathering the right documents takes time. Many must be translated into German by a
sworn translator and legally authenticated (Apostille/Legalization). Start collecting these
before you move:

O Medical Degree: Original diploma and transcripts detailing hours/credits for every
subject.

O General Medical License: Your license to practice in your home country.

O Certificate of Good Standing: Proving you have no ethical or medical malpractice
violations (usually must be less than 3 months old when submitted).

O Police Clearance Certificate: From your home country (less than 3 months old).

O Medical Health Certificate: Signed by a doctor confirming you are physically and
mentally fit to practice medicine.

[0 B2 German Certificate: Official certificate from Goethe, Telc, or OSD.

O Birth Certificate & Passport: Valid passport and certified copy of your birth certifi-
cate.

O Detailed CV in German: A complete, chronological resume (Lebenslauf) with no un-
explained gaps.

f Overwhelmed by the Bureaucracy? A

The journey to practicing medicine in Germany is incredibly
rewarding but notoriously complex. One missing document or
wrong application can delay your career by months.

We specialize in guiding non-EU doctors through every step of
this process—from document legalization and exam preparation
to securing your first hospital job as an Assistenzarzt.

Click Here to Book Your Free Medical Career Consultation
Today!
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